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Not so festive Christmas PNP says streets 


for local decor makers have become safer 


Н 
'HEERFUL, gaily colored Christmas decora- he 
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‘Politics-free FP] funeral’ 


an Agee Susan Roces 
nee ДИ тїнє l и ө, M appeals to 
тпегше$ supporters 


to grace ant SNL) Sn i А. ој ‘Da King’ 
KC burial ae ј ^ By Edson Tandoc Jr., 


^ E å Luige A. del Puerto 
By Margaux С. Ortiz Ж VM 3 4 and Fe Zamora 


id Nancy C. Carvajal 

пое TE S z A SOLEMN funeral fit for a 

WHEN Speaker Jose de Venecia > ү i man loved by the people. 
Jr. arrived with his wife Gina ас | Y 8 x This was the appeal aired 
the Santuario de San Antonio in ч yesterday by Fernando Poe 
Forbes Park, he was carrying the Е Jn’s widow, movie actress 
шт that contained the ashes of "i X Susan Roces, as she and her 
El" ш, Ма. Kristina е s family stepped up prepara- 

sa Liu qe k tions for what is expected to 

Marichu Maceda, the heartbroken r Бе a blockbuster of a funer- 
couple take the шт with them ev- ў y al at the North Cemetery on 
ery night after the prayer vi Wednesday. 

“Не wants the urn with him all й “Wal litika (No poli- 
the time. He brings it back here пы Кан sald, wien asked 
(Santuario) for the Mass and the what her marching orders were 
vigil,” Macedasaid. — to FPJ's supporters. “That's to ev- 

КС, the De Venecias’ youngest eryone and everyone agrees.” 

“laughter, died early Friday mom- "We are safeguarding that that 
Fingin айге which destroyed their. (95 руг) 


: fir ы ^ M does not happen," she added, re- 
Dasmariñas Village home. She М. ferring to an opposition senator's 
viwas only 16. 


i 3 тат вачот warning that the huge throngs 
A lene Hm De nec expected to attend the funeral 
Fine КО еш may get out of control and adven- 


p turists might use the occasion to 
bring the шт to his room at the estabilize the government, 


Dusit Hotel “to say goodbye." M t t t ki t 1 t аас n 
кл assive turnout at wake а warning Cene и 
for the family,” Norton, who ar- Church where FPJ's remains lie as 
туей from New York last night, By Amando Doronila from an actor into a politician. He mourned his passing. paid to Poe was that which de- stream upon stream of mourners, 
sai "They want to be close to had the audacity to storm no less The multitudes that have filed scribed him as the icon ‘ofthe un- most of them ordinary people and 
their daughter." THEDEATHofRemandoPoeJris than the commanding heights of past his body during the wake of fulfilled aspirations of the Fil- many carrying cameras to take рї 
* Norton remembers “how light being blown up into a grotesque Philippine politics—the presiden- the past few days are grieving іріпо underdog who had identi- tures of the dead movie king, plod- 
and joyous KC was” and “how in- caricature that distorts the im- су When he succumbed to a fatal that they have lost ап alter fied with him in his film roles bat- ded past the gleaming ‘coffin. 
‘terested she was in the world pact of his demise on the political stroke, he was a failed m asd ego—a person whose tling abusive and corrupt: authori- 1п a dark suit with a light blue 
She was a lovely girl... l'm heart- life of this country. politician. ANALYSIS manifold movie roles ty and oppressors, and coming to це, FPJ lies in a maroon coffin 
broken,” she said. Poe's contribution to his voc: If Poe had died with- аке incarnated theaspira- the rescue: of the weak. amid white blossoms. 
^ Maceda, an avid supporter of tion as an actor and to the film i out having stood for president, tions of the disadvantaged Fil- Poe was the lightning rod of “Our supporters are helping us 
Fernando Poe Jr and a close dustry is beyond dispute. His there would be no doubt that tens іріпо masses for justice and abet- these aspirations that have for to make sure that [the funeral] 
friend of Susan Roces, also ex- claim to fame went beyond the of thousands of his movie fans and ter life. many generations been looking will not be tarnished by politics," 
BALLOONS/AS silver screen when he morphed admirers would have deeply "The most accurate tribute ever MASSIVE/AS Roces said. 
Queried about a statement. by 
opposition leader Sen. Aquilino РЕ- 
Lanterns prove RP mentel Jr that political oppor- 
tunists might use the funeral for 
political ends, Roces said: "I do not 
i sense, | do not hear and 1 do not 
can achieve Synergy think that will happen, All come 
here to pay their respects for my 
husband. It is enough that they 
By Tonette Orejas display under skies illuminated catch even a glimpse of him.” 
PDI Central Luzon Desk by a half-moon and a handful of FPJ's younger brother, Conrad, 
stars rejected the idea that some people 
CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—Nine Sen. Manuel Roxas I, the festi- would turn the funeral march into 
giant lanterns, the modern ver- val's guest, said the lanterns sig- a political forum. FPJ himself 
sions of the Star of Bethlehem, _ nified the Filipino’s ability to rise would not want to take advantage 
dazzled some 60,000 local and above hard times, noting the of other people and he would not 
foreign spectators at the am- tragedies that had befallen the want other people to take advan- 
phitheater of SM City Pampanga country this year, tage of him, Conrad said. 
here on Saturday, Roxas also likened the lanterns "Let us put a stop to this [poli- 
The lanterns—each 5.63 me- to Filipinos. They come from di- tics], even for just a while,” Con- 
ters in diameter and fitted with verse backgrounds, but when rad said, adding that his brother 
4,000 to 6,000 light bulbs—were they unite, they can work to push did not condone violence. "Let us 
the “stars” in this years Ligligan the country forward and into bear him peacefully to his resting 
Parul (Giant Lantern Festival). progress. They are like lanterns, place. Let us not wreck the осса- 
Borne on trucks, displayed ina where elements—color, shape, sion ... Let us keep to ourselves 
row and accompanied by the im- material, light source—work to- whatever we feel inside that 
ages of the villages' patron saints, gether in а synchronized manner. could erupt,” he said. 
А SPECTACULAR show of lights at the Ligligan Parul in the City of San Fernando, on Saturday. the lanterns put on a spectacular LANTERNS/ A9 POLITICS-FREE/ AG 


Cebuano nurse makes it big in Nevada 


By Connie E, Fernandez ofa retired schoolteacher and re- maraming salamat .. daghang his parents. In the summer, Tan 
PDI Visayas Bureau tired policeman, did not expect to salamat.” would sell “bananacue” and boiled 
win, His mind went blank when In an e-mail to the INquiner, eggs in the neighborhood, To earn 
CEBU CITY—He used to rummage his name was called during the ‘Tan said he did this “so people additional money, he would scav- 
rough the neighborhood mash awarding ceremonies on Nov. 13 would know where 1 came from enge the trash for tin cans, empty 
ГО tever could be sold to the at the grand ballroom of the Rio or at least would wonder what I bottles and wrought iron. 
forix "timbangan(unkshop)to AllSuite Horel and Casino in Las sald,andwouldend upasking.” Не enjoyed doing these be- 
augment his school allowance, But Vegas. "Tan grew up in Barangay Duljo cause his mother had once told 
тет ehavetodotharnow, Although he did not prepare a here, which he described as“ato- him that there was nothing 
Mebarcomealongway--from speech, Тап did not forget the tal реше of what poverty is all shameful about earning an hon- 
an urban poor community here to ` promise he made to himself in about." He recalled that although est living. 
‘tre altering world of Las Vegas, case he won, Не closed his mes- both his parents were working, Tan sald he had found hi cing 
ТАБА, where he wat Te. sage to the crowd of 700 that іп. money was scarce and hardship while taking care of pigs, which hs 
айу named “Мшзе ofthe Year" cluded state oficials and medie was on the everyday menu.” mother raised 1o help pay oe ils 
Rigel Tan, 35, the only child practitioners with Thankyou.. He would do his share to help ‘CEBUANO/AB 
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RHIGEL Tan, flanked by his father Rogello and mother Yolanda, shows 
off his award as “Nurse of the Year” In the advance practice category. 
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GMA stands by ber men, women 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo will 
stand by her Cabinet and other gov- 
ermment appointees who fail to 
make it past the Commission on Ap- 
pointments. 

“The President will reappoint 
them once they are bypassed,” said 
Communications Director Silvestre 
Afable in an interview yesterday. 

‘Afable also reiterated the Presi- 
депе continued confidence in her 
appointees who had been bypassed 
by the CA, such as Interfor бесте- 
tary Angelo Reyes and Elections 
Commissioner Virgilio Garcillano. 

Senate Minority Leader Aquilino 

į Pimentel Jr said Saturday Reyes and 

i 


the CA was tantamount to having 
their nominations rejected. 

But Afable said the bypassed ap- 
pointees continued to have Ms Ar- 
Ioyos support, particularly Reyes 
who was recently named to head the 
revived National Anti-Smuggling 
Task Force аз well. 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye, 
who received the CAs nod last 
week, said the President was satis- 
fied with the performance of her 
appointees. He said lack of time 
more than lack of qualifications 
was the main reason some ap- 
pointees were bypassed by the CA. 

Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


ARROYO 


Garcillano should quit their posts 
and let the President name their re- 
placements since being bypassed by 


Reds thumb down 
ceasefire, peace . 
talks with gov't 


By T] Burgonio 
and Delfin T. Mallari Jr, 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


communist rebels is now unlikely af- 
ter the fatter accused the government 
of seeking their “capitulation” as a 
precondition. 

At the same time, the communist-led Na- 
tional Democratic Front of the Philippines re- 
jected the unilateral ceasefire declared by the 


THE RESUMPTION of formal peace 
talks between the government and 
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government, branding it as “tricky psywar." 

Fidel Agcaoili, chair of the NDF committee. 
оп human rights, said the group “desired” the’ 
resumption of formal peace talks with ће“ 
government. 

"But the prospects for such resumption un- 
der the Arroyo regime are dim," Agcaoili said 
in a statement, citing the governments re- 
solve чо impose as a precondition the capitu- 
lation of the МОР under the guise of an indefi- 
nite ceasefire,” among other things. 

This, he said, violated The Hague Joint 
Declaration. 


Tricky psywar 

“The NDF considers as tricky psywar the so- 
called unilateral ceasefire issued by the GRP for 
the Christmas and New Year holidays and is 
calling on the people and the revolutionary 
forces to be vigilant against the treacherous acts 
of the military, police, paramilitary and private 
armed gangs of the regime," Agcaoili said. 

The government had voiced hopes the uni- 
lateral ceasefire it had declared with the New 
People's Army would lead to а permanent. 
ceasefire. 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye said the gov- 
ernment would welcome a reciprocal action. 
from the rebels, but “it would be more benefi- 
cial if both the government and the CPP-NPA 
can come up with a lasting ceasefire,” 

President Macapagal-Arroyo declared а" 
ceasefire with the rebels from Dec. 16 to Jan. 
5, replicating what has become a tradition 
during the Christmas season, 

Agcaoili, who co-chairs the NDT-govern- 
ment joint monitoring committee, also cited 
other reasons for the gloomy prospects for the 
peace talks. 


US collaboration 

These include the governments collabora- 
tion with the US "in using the so-called terror- 
ist listing" to blackmail the NDF and extort ca- 
pitulation; the huge role played by the US in 
‘rafting the administration policy on peace ne- 
gotiations, and the impending ouster of the Ar- 
Toyo administration by an outraged people. 

He also accused the US and the GRP of | 
threatening to assassinate Europe-based pan: 
elisis and consultants of the NDF, especially 
NDF chief political consultant Prof. Jose 
Maria Sison. 1 

"They are trying to kill the GRI-NDF peace 
negotiations completely in order to make way 
for the escalation of US military intervention 
and for the increased US stranglehold on the i 
Philippine neocolony,” he said. 


Bello surprised 
Silvestre Bello, the government's chief ne- 
gotiator, was taken aback by reports that the 
NPA rebels had turned down the govern- 
тепе appeal fora Christmas ceasefire, 
"We're surprised. 1 just talked to Fidel Ag- 
caoili and he said they were studying recipro- : 
cating the government's offer," Bello said. 
Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita said the 
government would not take back its offer of a 
Christmas ceasefire although the military and 
police have been ordered to go on fullalert. 
‘The communist rebels called off peace talks 
with the government in August, accusing Mala- 
cafiang of not doing enough to persuade inter- 
national governments to remove them from 
their list of foreign terrorist organizations. 
‘Agcaoli described the terrorist listing as a vi- 
lation of The Hague Joint Declaration, the 
Joint Agreement on Safety and Immunity 
Guarantees and the Comprehensive Agree- 
ment on Respect for Human Rights and Inter- 
national Humanitarian Law, whi 
by the NDF and the Philippine government, 


Christmas tradition 

їп an earlier interview, communist 
spokesperson Gregorio “Ка Roger" Rosal said. 
the communist insurgents were also inclined 
to declare their own ceasefire as part of the 
Christmas tradition but only in certain areas. 

“But we will only do so after a thorough as- 
sessment of the party's higher organ and not 
because that's what the AFP wanted us to do," 
Rosal said in an interview. ч 

. Rosal was reacting to Armed Forees Chief + 
of Staff Gen. Efren Abu's statement on Thurs- 
day that the military would recommend the 
cancellation of the Yuletide truce declared by 
President Macapagal-Arroyo if it continues 
with hostile actions, 

Rosal scoffed at the military saying, “the 
Red-fighters are not obliged to obey govern- 
ment declared ceasefires.” 

"The NPA will continue to attack anytime if 
there's an opening because they don’t have 
any order yet to rest their guns," he sald. With 
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P1.6B set for homes Shell rules out price rollback — 
for typhoon victims OIL REFINER Pilipinas Shell lic transport such as jeepneys and tavos from the current SO centavos Concepcion figures were the result. 


Petroleum Corp. has ruled out a buses by another 25 centavos рег aliter. By Dec. 27, the discount will of "pure guesswork” and were- 
By Christian V. Esguerra ment, an active fault line lying rollback in ой prices at this time, Мег effective last Saturday and an- be increased to Pia liter. based on “unsubstantiated assump- 
and Dona 7. Pazzibugan vertically along the boundary of citing the difficult market envi- other 25 centavos on Christmasday. Shell general manager for ex- tions and dubious information. 
Infanta, Quezon down to Din- ronment in 2004 which resulted Petron Corp. and Caltex Philip- ternal affairs Roberto Kanapi said He said that Shell's estimates were 
MALACANANG has earmarked at galan, Aurora and Nueva Ecija. іп some P2 billion in foregone pines Inc. are likewise increasing Consumer and Oil Price Watch's _ supported by “accurate, appropriate 
least P1.6 billion for the construc- Тһе housing committee con- revenues for the company. their diesel discounts. claim that a rollback was in order and legally derived data,” as ор- 
tion and repair of at least sists of representatives from the Instead of a rollback, Shell wil Оп Dec. 20, Petron and Caltex atthis time was unfounded. posed to Concepcion's “back of the 
170,000 houses damaged by four Department of Environment and  rakethediscounsitisgiingtopub- will raise the discounts to 75 cen- Капарі said COPW chair Raul envelope calculations." Abigail L. Ho 
recent typhoons, the National Natural Resources, Mines and 
Disaster Coordinating Council Geosciences Bureau, Forest Man- 
announced yesterday: agement Bureau, National Map- 
Atleast 712,981 families stand ping and Resource Information 
to be provided with new homes Authority, and Phivolcs. 
through the “core housing" pro- But while the government has 
"ject being prepared by ће NDCC earmarked funds to rebuild the 
‘and the Department of Social houses of typhoon victims, по funds 
"Welfare and Developmen are forthcoming to rehabilitate Е 
Social Welfare Secretary Cora; damaged schools. | 7 
топ Soliman earlier announced Thus, officials of the Depart- 
that P50,000 would be given to ment of Education have turned to Standard Chartered му 
each family whose house was de- the private sector for financial as- 
stroyed by the recent storms. sistance to reconstruct at least л 
LE ear Dos wil Pe bu a рО хааа Doble schools. invite you to celebrote this holiday season ond discover 
areas to be selected by the subcom- Education Secretary Florencio 
mittee on core housing assessment. Abad said they also have to re- 
So far, there are nine proposed place thousands of chairs, desks, 
resettlement sites, four in Gener- textbooks and other school mate- 
al Nakar and five in Real, both in rials destroyed by the typhoons. 
Quezon. As of last week, the DepEd had 
Selected areas will be assessed placed the damage to schools at 
based on the damage caused by P393.78 milion. 
the recent typhoons, soil integri- Ви Abad expects the damage 
ty, availability of dumb sites and to reach half a billion pesos as 
forest cover, land ownership, con- more towns submit their assess- 
dition of waterways and road net- ments of damage. 
works, and the presence of fault — DepEd's P111 billion budget for 
lines. next year does not provide for such 
massive school reconstruction. 
Abad said the NDCC has 
termine if the nine areas are fit pledged to release funds for the 
for housing, considering ће pres- 120 public schools that were 
ence of the Philippine Fault Seg- completely destroyed. 
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That’s it for bonuses Experience the latest Plasma TV's, 


‘THE DEPARTMENT of Budgetand and Christmas cash gift for workers Bre LCD. TV's, Projection TV ‘sand more 
Management yesterday told gov- had been distributed in two tranch- р h £o p| ој 
ernment employees not to expect es—the first was given in May 1 3 Ur sma Shov 
any more bonuses this month be- shortly before the elections and the 7 in the Country s Fir TCR 
causeithadmomoneytoplaySan- second was handed outlast month. 
ta Claus this Christmas. The government spent close to 

“Since we gave outthe bonuses P20 billion for the bonuses of the 
very early this year, wehave been 1.15 million employees of nation- 
getting a lot of questions if there al govemment agencies this year. isi Ы ё tam is bé y 2 
Te aay cure ыта козыме This is your best opportunity to check out ALL of the season's best in one place 
them that right now, we don’t was in an “austerity phase” asit Аа! of great discounts, unbelievable installment deals and lots of Їап!ав!!с freebies! 
have that,” said Budget Secretary grapples with a fiscal crisis that , 5 BOR 
КЕЗЕП M E лос cum „с... тот JVC kolin @LG Panasonic PHILIPS Pioneer «Д7 snare SONY TOSHIBA 
overRMN radio. economicerisisititdidnotcurex. ШО LA ` E м 

Boncodin pointed out that the penses and raiserevenues. СІС ЖШ ИШ ААА 
duly mandated 13th-month рау CabacunganJr. 


The true spirit of giving is when 
you expect nothing in return. 


Thank you for choosing the Lynx. Thank you for choosing the Escape. Allow us to show our appreciation by giving you the chance to get your payment back. 
If you buy any of these vehicles before December 30, you'll be given raffle tickets that could win you back your vehicle's full purchase price! 
There will be one winner each from among the Escape buyers and the Lynx buyers. The more generous you are with your choice of vehicle, 
the more tickets you receive, the more chances of getting back the blessings! 
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Japan open to talks on new policy 


By T) Burgonio 


JAPAN is still open to a dialogue with the Philip- 
pine government regarding its new immigra- 
tion policy on Filipino performing artists, which 
has caused a furor among talents and their 
‘managers in Manila, officials said yesterday. 

‘The new immigration policy, which junks a 
Philippine government's certification of an arises 
qualifications in favor of a two-year training or 
experience in a specific feld of entertainment, is 
settobe enforced beginning Jan. 4, 2005. 

The Philippines has proposed а five-year 
‘moratorium on the implementation of the new 
policy which i seen to drastically cut the number 
of Filipino entertainers going to Japan from 
80,000 to 8,000 every year. The proposal was 
submitted to the Japanese government by Philip- 
pine Ambassador to Japan Domingo Siazon. 

"They haven't made a decision yet [on our 
proposal], They're still open to a dialogue, 
Thats the message I'm getting from Siazon," 
Foreign Undersecretary Jose Brillantes said in 
an interview. 

Foreign Secretary Alberto Romulo said Pri- 
day that he was sending Brillantes to Japan to 
hammer out a possible moratorium or the 


adoption of a transition period before the new 
regulation is implemented. 


Resignation sought 

Romulo's announcement came hours after 
hundreds of entertainers and their managers 
picketed the Department of Foreign Affairs, 
demanding a moratorium as well as the resig- 
mation of Romulo and Brillantes for allegedly 
failing to act swiftly on the issue. 

Earlier, they staged similar protest rallies at the 
Japanese Embassy and the labor department. 

"The entertainers and their managers have 
threatened to continue their protest rallies in 
the coming weeks unless the Japanese gov- 
‘ernment reacts positively to their demands, 

"If possible, the protest rallies will continue 
until the Japanese government responds to 
the proposal,” said Bernie Salinel, spokesper- 
son of the 300-strong Philippine Overseas En- 
tertainment Industry Foundation. 

"There should be a five-year moratorium. 
For the meantime, the talents carrying ARBs 
{artist record books) should be allowed to work 
until they get the necessary training or experi- 
ence required by the new policy" he said, 

For years, Filipinos had been allowed to 


work as entertainers in bars and nightclubs in 
Japan just by presenting the ARB, a govern- 
ment document certifying that the holder had 
undergone the necessary training and testing 
for their dancing and singing skills. 

‘Under the new policy, the ARB will no longer 
be recognized. Instead, the talents will be re- 
quired to present proof of a two-year training 
in music or dance, or two years of experience 
asa singer or dancer outside Japan. 


Human trafficking 
‘The Japanese government adopted the policy 
on Dec. 7 after it was criticized by the US State 
Department for its failure to check the human 
trafficking in foreigners, including Filipino 
women who end up as commercial sex workers. 
‘A Department of Labor and Employment of- 
ficial yesterday told the Japanese government 
that cooperation, not unilateral action, is the 
better option to combat human trafficking. 
Undersecretary Manuel Imson, acting DOLE 
chief, said Tokyo's new immigration policy “re- 
duces the areas of cooperation [and] puts solely 
on the shoulders of the host country the burden 
of stopping the victimization of entertainers.” 
With a report from Jerome Aning 


Missing Pinoy seaman given up for dead 


By T] Burgonio 


THE SIX missing crewmen, including a Fil 
ipino, ofa Malaysian cargo vessel that sank in 
icy Alaskan waters amid stormy weather on 
Dec. 8 have been "presumed dead" by the US 
Coast Guard, foreign affairs officials said. 

The crewmen, including Filipino Carlos 
Santiago, went missing after the helicopter 
that plucked them from the sinking M/V Se- 
lendang Ayu crashed in the freezing waters. 
Eleven other Filipinos were rescued and 
brought to safety. 

A search team from the US Coast Guard 
had been scouring the waters for any sign of 
the missing crew but so far had come up emp- 
ty-handed, the officials said. 

Capt. Morrison Moris, overall coordinator 
of the US Coast Guard search and rescue 


PREMIUM 


Videoke Anytime, Anywhere! 


team, confirmed the team had not found “any 
of the bodies,” Department of Foreign Affairs 
spokesperson Gilberto Asuque said, 


Survivors arrive in RP 

"Under the circumstances, Captain Morris 
said the US Coast Guard considers them miss- 
ing but presumed dead since there is very lit- 
tle chance for them to survive in the freezing 
waters," Asuque said in a statement, 

‘The 11 Filipino survivors who were flown 
to San Francisco from Alaska after the mishap 
arrived in Manila on Friday to be “reunited 
with their families" during the holiday sea- 
son, the officials said. 

Evanie Maravilla, Wilfredo Alvarez, JR 
Briones, Jimmy Villariasa, Allan Tanalgo, 
cente Vieja, Leo Alimbo, Francis Alian, 
Richard Bacal, Russel Luis and Juan Franco 


took separate flights to Manila, they said. 

‘The 12 Filipino seamen were part of the 26- 
man crew of the ship. The other missing crew- 
men were Indians. 

The 712-foot cargo vessel, registered in 
Malaysia and owned by IMC Pan Asian Al- 
ance (Pre) Led of Singapore, ran aground off 
the Aleutian islands apparently due to the 
stormy weather. At the time, it was carrying a 
cargo of grains. 


Ship split in two 

Shortly after, rescue teams from the US 
Coast Guard arrived to pick up the distressed 
‘crewmen, The ship later split in two and sank 
inthe Alaskan seas. 

The ship's owner has assured Philippine of- 
ficials that Santiago and the 11 Filipino sur- 
vivors would receive all benefits due them. 
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DADDY IS A PEACEKEEPER. 
Daddy's little girl refuses to et him go, but go he must to Haiti 
as part of the | 15-strong Philippine peacekeeping contingent to 
that strife-wracked country under the aegis of the United 
Nations. The Filipino troops left from Villamor Air Base 
yesterday and will be away for six months. 


No place for tobacco 
ads, backers at Games 


By Blanche S. Rivera. 


seres 


gation members are expected to , 
participate in the games. 

Limpin said representatives of 
sports associations of all the coun- 
tries welcomed the tobacco-free,,. 
games next year and did not pose- 
objections to any of the guidelines 
during the meeting in October. 

"Everybody knows that whent 
you're into sports, you have to lead " 
а healthy life. They believe in the. 
principles we presented and we're" 
happy about that," Limpin said. 

"Bui, they re worried about tie” 
implementation of rules and reg- 
ulations," she said. ; 

Limpin said orgauizers of the. 
games would designate smoking 
areas in the sports venues, mak- 
ing sure smokers will пос inter- 
fere with or disturb athletes in the: 
ongoing games. 

Ina nine-page proposal submit- 
ted to the Department of Health in 
June, the Philippine Sports Com- 
mission said it would push for "ze- 
ro sponsorship and marketing of 
the SEA Games with the tobacco’ 
industry in any possible form.” 

‘This is the second time that a 
host country is working to keep the. 
event tobacco-free. The first was in, 
Vietnam during last year’s games. 


ATHLETES sponsored by tobacco 
companies or who endorse tobacco 
products would be disqualified 
from the Southeast Asian Games to 
be held in the Philippines next year 

Dr. Encamita Limpin, president 
of the Framework Convention on 
Tobacco Control Alliance-Philip- 
pines (FCAP), said all 14 partici- 
pating countries had agreed to ban 
tobacco sponsorships and endorse- 
ments as part of their commitment 
to tobacco-free SEA games. 

FCAR along with members of 
the task force on SEA Games, pre- 
sented the antitobacco guidelines 
to representatives of the Federa- 
tion Council of SEA Games in 
Makati in October. 

Participants who violate the to- 
bacco-free SEA Games policy, in- 
cluding wearing shirts endorsing 
tobacco companies, would be dis- 
qualified from their sport or 
event, Limpin said. 

"Those who are caught on to- 
bacco (endorsements ог sponsor- 
ships) will be automatically dis- 
qualified,” she added. 

Some 8,000 athletes, 4,000 
technical officials and 3,000 dele- 


Gov't mulls appeal of SC 
order on Journal group 


By Dona 7. Pazzibugan argument that the balance of its n^ 
dustrial loan was only P74,984.73. 

“The SC nevertheless said the COA’ 
was correct in computing PJIs other 
loan obligations at P33,289,994.46. 

Аз soon as the owners һай fully 
paid their loan, the high court said 
the deed of chattel mortgage issued 
by РЛ in favor of the Development 
Bank of the Philippines as security 
for its loans, along with the supple- 
ment to the deed of assignment, 
should be automatically canceled, 

The PCGG had lifted its seques- 
tration of PJI years ago. 

But РЛ remains under the 
"custody" of the APT, which as- 
sumed control of the corpora- 
tion's majority shares in 1986. 

Pil is рап of the alleged ill gotez 
ten assets of Romualdez cited ine 
the forfeiture case, Civil Casezzs 
0035. The case is pending beforezd. 
the Sandiganbayan. E 

Since APT is under the Office: 
of the President, Malacahangiez 
names the directors and other topag 
officials of PJI. Кој 

In ordering PJ's rerum to its pri-&$ 
vate owners, the Supreme Couri 
said the cash-strapped publishing 4$ 
group had only been a financialy 
burden to the government. ЕН 

РЛ sustained huge losses from & 
1997 to 2001. ES 

“As n result, the company has 
been operating with capital defi- 
ciency and by all indications is be- "s. 
coming another burden to the 
governmer E 

PJI obtained various dollar-de: $ 
nominated loans and credit ac 
commodations from the DBP be Re 
tween Sept. 15, 1976, and Маг! $@ 
31, 1981, to purchase equipments: 
and machinery. 


THE PRESIDENTIAL Commission 
оп Good Government is consider- 
ing appealing the Supreme 
Courts order to the government 
to return Philippine Journalists 
Inc. to its former owners, 

‘The Supreme Court en banc had 
ordered the return in a resolution 
dated Dec. 14 but said the owners, 
Jed by former majority stockholder 
Rosario Olivares, must first sende 


State's Asset Privatization Trust. 

РЛ, which publishes People's 
Journal, People's Tonight, Peo- 
рїе' Journal International, Wom- 
en's Journal, Insider and Taliba, 
was sequestered by the govern- 
ment in 1986. 

The government alleged that it 
was part of the ill-gotten wealth 
of the late strongman Ferdinand 
Marcos’ brother-in-law Benjamin 
“Kokoy” Romualdez. 

“Were studying the Supreme 
Courts decision. If we find that it 
contravenes the opinion rendered by 
the Commission on Audit, we might 
file an appeal,” said PCGG lawyer 
Cesario del Rosario in an interview, 

Del Rosario said the law pro- 
vides that public debts amounting 
to PSO million and above could 
only be condoned by Congress. 

‘The РСОС is looking to see if 
the SC's decision was in effect a 
condonation of a debt which re- 
quires Congress’ approval, 

“We're still studying the 
Supreme Courts decision,” Del 
Rosario reiterated. 

‘The COA told the high court that 
РЛ loan stood at P60,428,390.42, 

Bur the SC upheld the PJI owners’ 
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Sin goes home 
RETIRED Manila Archbishop Jaime Cardinal 
Sin finally got his wish yesterday when he was 
released from the Cardinal Santos Medical 
Center in San Juan at around 11 a.m. 

The cardinal, who was hospitalized for a 
low-grade fever, was initially confined in the 
intensive care unit but was transferred to a 
regular room after three days. 

“He spent a week in confinement and every 
day of that week he wanted to go home. The 
doctors finally cleared him. He's okay, he has 
по more fever,” said Archdiocese of Manila in- 
formation officer Peachy Yamsuan over the 
phone yesterday. 

Sin, who is wheelchair-bound, has a kidney 
ailment and undergoes dialysis thrice a week 
at his Villa San Miguel home in Mandaluyong 
City where he has 24-hour nursing care. 

Last October, he was rushed to the Cardinal 
Santos Medical Center for congestive heart fail- 
ure. He spent 26 days in the hospital after the 
doctors noticed a sudden drop in his blood pres- 
sure while undergoing dialysis at his residence. 

He also suffered a stroke in March last year 
and was confined at the same hospital 

Sin rose to worldwide fame after instigating 
two bloodless people power revolts that toppled 
two Philippine presidents in 1986 and 2001. 

He retired as Manila's longest-serving arch- 
bishop—29 years—when he turned 75 in Au- 
gust last year, He was replaced by former Lipa 
Archbishop Gaudencio Rosales. Blanche S. 
Rivera 
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GOSPEL 


Monday, December 20, 2004 
th Week of Advent 

Ist Reading: 

Gospel: 

Tne sith month, the angel Gabriel was sent 
from God to a town of Galilee called Nazareth. 
Не was sent to a young virgin who was be- 
trothed toa man named Joseph, ofthe family of 
David; and the virgin's name was Mary. 

The angel came to her and said, “Rejoice 
full of grace, the Lord is with you.” Mary was 
troubled at these words, wondering what this 
greeting could mean. 

But the angel said, "Do not fear, Mary for God 
has looked kindly on you. You һай conceive and 
beara son and you shall call him Jesus. Hewill be 
great and shall rightly be called Son of the Most 
High. The Lord God will give him the kingdom of 
David, his ancestor; he will rule over the people 
cof Jacob forever and his reign shall have no end. 

"Then Mary said to the angel, "How can this 
be if Тат a virgin?” And the angel said to her, 
"The Holy Spirit will come upon you and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore, the holy child to be bor shall be 
called Son of God. Even your relative Elizabeth 
is expecting a son in her old age, although she | 
‘was unable to have a child, and she is now in her 
sixth month. With God nothing is impossible." 

‘Then Mary said, "Lam the handmaid of the 
Lord, let it be done to me as you have said." 
And the angel left her. 

Commentary 

Meister Eckhart had a great gift of removing 
names and labels from familiar things and al- 
lowing them to be mysterious again. Let's hear 
something from him on this familiar reading. 

“Yf anyone were to ask me, Why do we pray, 
why do we fast, why do we do ай our works, why 
are we baptized, why (most important of all) did 
God become incarmate?-—. would answer, in or- 
der that God may be born in the soul and the soul 
be born їп God. For that reason all the scriptures 
were written, for that reason God created the 
world and ай angelic natures: so that God may be 
bomn in the soul and the soul be born in God. 

"The angel was called Gabriel’... Не was по 
more called Gabriel than Conrad... ‘Carpenter is 
mota man's name, but his name is token from the 
work of which he is а master The angel took the. 
name Gabriel! from the work of which he was a 
messenger for ‘Gabriel’ means ‘power of God... 
Noone can know an angel's name. No master and 
no understanding ever got to where an angel re- 
ceived his name: perhaps he is nameless... 

The soul, too, has no name. Just as no one can 
Jind a true name for God, so none can find the 
souls true name, although mighty tomes have 
been written about this, But she is given a name 
according as she has a regard to her activity. 

In this birth God works powerfully or exerts 
power... In God there is plenitude of power, 
therefore in his birth he produces his like. All 
that God is in power, truth and wisdom, he 
bears altogether in the soul.” 
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" He added: "Let's wait until the 
funeral is over” 


One million marchers? 

‘The Philippine National Police 
has prepared at least 1,000 officers 
{о keep the peace from the time 
[hat Poe's body is moved out of Sto. 

yomingo until he is buried in the 
family plot at the North Cemetery. 

"It will be our biggest prepara- 
Жоп for a burial since that of Ni- 
"oy Aquino," said Senior Supt. 
Nicasio Radovan Jr, Task Force 
ҮР) chief, referring to the funeral 
‘march for the assassinated орро- 
Моп senator which was attend- 
ей by at least one million peopl 
ў "We're preparing for one mil- 
Шоп people, we can handle 
Чет,” Radovan said. 

È Poe's dear friend, deposed 
‘President Joseph Estrada, may 
speak during the necrological 
rites for his buddy on Dec. 21 at 
Sto. Domingo Church. 

* “He will most likely be asked to 
Speak,” former Sen. Vicente Sotto 
TII said yesterday. "People expect 
[Estrada] to say something about 
TRI" 

Estrada, on trial for plunder, 
"has received a 24-hour pass from 
ithe Sandiganbayan which would 
llow him to be at FPJ's wake 
ifrom 9 a.m. on Tuesday to 9 a.m. 
‘Wednesday, the day of the burial, 
га senior police source said. 


Wedding and funeral? 

Sotto said the family was final- 
‘izing burial details, especially 
‘since there was a wedding set for 
19 алп. at Sto. Domingo Church on. 
ithe day of the funeral. This means 
?Poe's remains would have to be 
‘moved out before the wedding, 
the said. 
^ But he said Poe's friends had 


requested that the scheduled 
wedding be delayed a few hours 
so that the final Mass at the 
church could be held at 9 a.m. 

‘At press time, Sotto did not 
know if the request had been 
granted. 

In any case, Sotto said he had 
suggested that the final Mass at the 
church be held at 3 a.m. of Dec. 22, 
the same time the traditional Misa 
deGallo is held. 


Pulled by horses 
He said this would allow Poe's 
family, friends and supporters to 


GLE 


ine up outside the Sto. Domingo Church for a chance to view his remains, muovesreus 


leave the church at 4:30 a.m. and 
start the funeral march thereafter. 

So far, Sotto said he had 
learned that Susan Roces had 
agreed to his suggestion for the 
funeral march to make a stop at 
the sprawling FPJ Studios, which 
Poe acquired in the'70s. 

Family friend Marichu Maceda 
earlier said the burial would take 
place before noon, in line with a 
family tradition. 

Poe's coffin will be mounted оп 
a carriage pulled by horses, Sotto 
said. 

By the family’s and their 


Wreaths fit for ‘Da King’ 


“By Luige A. del Puerto 


ЧВУВН the flowers would humble 
‘Da King. 
As of yesterday, the family of 
the late Fernando Poe Jr. had re- 
[емей more than 150 funeral 
‘wreaths, including some from the 
‘most illustrious families and indi- 
iduals in the country. 
On the average, each wreath 
;cost around P4,000, while others 
fetched as much as P8,000, if not 


more, an expert in the flower in- 
dustry said. 

If all the flowers were cashed 
in, they would amount to a total 
of at least P600,000—enough to 
buy 600 cavans of rice or build 12 
houses (at P50,000 each) undera 
project of Gawad Kalinga, a 
Catholic organization. 

Most of the wreaths arrived 
during the first two days of Poe's 
wake at the Sto. Domingo 
Church. 


‘Two of the wreaths never got 
near Poe's coffin. Sent by Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo and 
House Speaker Jose de Venecia, 
they were torn to shreds end 
torched by diehard Poe support- 
ers. 

“Some of these flowers are 
very expensive,” said Jing Mira- 
sol, operations manager of Hol- 
land Blooms. 

Each stem of a South American 
or Ecuadorian rose, for one, costs 


friends estimate, around one mil- 
lion mourners may have already 
filed past Poe's remains as of Sat- 
urday according to actor Rez 
Cortez. It was not clear how they 
arrived at the figure. 


Palace defers honors 

Rebuffed earlier by the Poe 
family, Malacafiang has decided 
to defer all plans to honor Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo's rival in 
the last election until after his fu- 
neral. 

“All these, any discussions ог 
moves in that direction, are held 


anywhere between P300 to 
P500—and а wreath from a me- 
dia tycoon had at least 10 of 
them. 

The flowers were mostly or- 
chids, Шыт,  anthuriums, 
Malaysian mums and roses. 

‘Some of the wreaths are con- 
siderably tall, a few others as high 
as 10 feet. Others are as wide as 
anarm'sspan. 

‘The wreath from Poe's buddy, 
deposed President Joseph Estra- 


Massive turnout at wake a warning to elite 


"frompage al 


Hor a live champion and found 
‘sustenance in the fiction of film 
"rather in political reality 


Blend of fact and fiction 
‘The search of the masses, toil- 
fing for generations in poverty 
‘and unequal opportunities, had 
Hound expression in charismatic 
imassoriented leaders, such as 
those that occasionally emerged 
ав champions of the masses—in- 
„cluding the immensely popular 
{President Ramon Magsaysay, 
joseph Estrada, and now Poe. 
En these persons, the “revolt 
“of the masses" against the Fil- 
ipino political elite, from whose 
anks has been recruited the 
litical leadership since the 
Philippine Revolution of 1896, 
found a vehicle, 
ig Film wasa convenient medium 
ecause it provided the fulfill- 
jent of their frustrated aspira- 
tions through the merger of reali- 
Dy with fantasy. 


IMessage to the elite 
‘The multitudes who throng the 


Balloons, 


From page Al 


plained why KC and FPJ had the 
same burial date. 

"The family decided to bury КС 

jon Dec, 22 because that day is a 

Glorious Wednesday," she said re- 
ferring to the Holy Rosary's Glori- 
$ ous Mystery. 

Gina's youngest sister, Chona 
Ampil, said few people bury their 
dead on Monday and they decid- 
ed against burying KC on a "Sor- 
rowful Tuesday.” 


500 butterflies 
“it’s purely a coincidence,” she 
j added. 
Ampil said the Requiem Mass 
t would be on Dec, 22 at 9 a.m. at 


wake for Poe represent the pow- 
erful undertow driven by these 
unfulfilled aspirations for justice, 
for an honest government, and 
for a life lifted from the blight of 
poverty. 

These aspirations found ex- 
pression in the electoral vote for 
Poe, who lost the presidential 
election by more than one million 
votes. 

‘The mass of people demon- 
strating their grief for him and 
the vote he received in May are 
sending a powerful message to 
the elite leadership that can’t be 
ignored. 

The passing of Poe does not 
end the masses’ quest for a politi- 
cal leadership that can fulfill their 
aspirations. The masses will con- 
tinue to find vehicles that can 
promote these aspirations. Fortu- 
nately for us, these aspirations 
have not been captured by the 
military coup plotters. 


Military demagogues 

The military has been identi- 
fied by the masses with the 
elite political establishment, 
no less corrupt and abusive 


than the civilian political 
class. 

‘Thus, in the search for champi- 
ons, the masses have sought 
refuge in films and actors, who 
spoke their aspirations and lan- 


age. 

Itwould have far more danger- 
ous consequences if these aspira- 
tions would be seized by military 
demagogues who could speak 
populist rhetoric. 

It is so much idle talk to com- 
pare the crowds that mourned 
the death of Benigno Aquino Jr. 
and those that mourn Poe. Crowd 
comparisons of these two events 
are inappropriate. Aquino was 
murdered by the Marcos political 
establishment. Poe died ofa natu- 
ral cause—without human inter- 
vention. 


Difference between 2 deaths 

‘The mourning for Aquino and 
the massive outpouring for him 
represent the explosion of anger 
that had built up over a period of 
10 years over the abuses of the 
Marcos dictatorship. 

This pent-up rage was the rea~ 
son the Aquino assassination 


marked the beginning of the col- 
lapse of the Marcos dictatorship. 

In the case of Poe, his defeat 
in the election had nothing to 
do with his stroke. To try to 
blame it on the flawed election 
is overstating the case of look- 
ing for someone to blame for 
his death. 

‘The stroke came while the 
Presidential Electoral Tribunal 
was in the process of hearing 
Poe's electoral protest. 

While it’s true that the election 
results came under a cloud of al- 
legations of cheating, there is ab- 
solutely no justification for any- 
one to use Poe's death to stoke the 
resentment over the disputed 
election results to stir up popular 
unrest. 


No room for agitators 

In due time, the tribunal will 
hand down a decision. But in the 
meantime, there should be no in- 
terference by agitators feeding on 
the emotional sympathy for Poe, 
to frustrate the completion of the 
process. 

The controversy over in what 
way Poe will be honored and rec- 
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in abeyance until after the buri- 
al,” Communications Director Sil- 
vestre Afable said. 

Malacafang and other officials 
earlier considered honoring Poe 
by conferring on him the Presi- 
dential Order of Merit and the 
National Artist Award, burying 
him at the Libingan ng mga 
Bayani, or lowering the flag at 
half-staff. 

The family scoffed at the offers 
and questioned the motives of 
Malacañang after Poe was alleged- 
ly cheated out of the presidency. 

Militant groups that Mala- 


de, stood at least 15 feet. Made 
mostly of orchids, it towered be- 
side the gate to the church where 
the mourners enter. 

‘The wreaths form two columns 
and guide mourners as they exit 
St. Martin's Chapel. 

‘An amazed тоште upon see- 
ing the flowers, could not help 
but remark how numerous and 
beautiful they were. 

“They are truly fit for a king!” 
she said, 


ognized is entirely uncalled for. 

Some outlandish proposals 
have been suggested— including 
burying him with a state funeral 
and flying the flag at half-staff. 

There are rules for these hon- 
ors. Poe did very well in his vo- 
cation in the film industry. He 
has been recognized with sev- 
eral awards associated with 
film. 

In political terms, Poe was a 
catalyst. His presidential bid put 
to the people the issue of choos- 
ing between programs and sheer 
charisma, 

It also showed up the flaws of 
the electoral system. His defeat 
posed a challenge to the opposi- 
tion that next time around, it 
should do more than pin its hopes 
of winning power on charismatic 
personalities. 

The outpouring of grief for Poe 
warns the political establishment 
that there isa massive, latent con- 
stituency of disadvantaged Fil- 
ipinos who can easily be recruited 
for mobilization for political 
movements more dangerous than 
watching and identifying with 
films of political Robin Hoods, 


butterflies to grace KC burial 


the Santuario de San Antonio. 

"We are requesting everyone to 
be there by 8:30 am," she 
stressed. “We also want the sym- 
pathizers to exercise solemnity 
during the service.” 

Теа Salonga will sing during 
the Mass. This will be followed by 
eulogies from six of KC's closest 
friends and a final send-off in the 
parish garden. 

“A thousand white balloons 
and 500 colorful butterflies will 
be released,” Ampil said, adding 
that KC's favorite song will be 
played during the special rites. 


Rich and famous 
Politicians, Cabinet officials, 
businessmen, friends, class- 


mates, relatives, bodyguards and 
aides comprised the close to 500 
people who came го condole with 
the Speaker and his family over 
the weekend. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo, 
who considered the death of KCa 
personal loss, attended Mass оп 
Friday, the first day of the wake 
after the fire, 

Presidential spokesperson Ig- 
nacio Bunye, Palace chief of staff. 
Rigoberto Tiglao, PNP Director 
General Edgar Aglipay were seen 
at the wake. 

San Miguel chair Eduardo 
“Danding” Cojuangco Jr, his wife 
Gretchen and son Rep. Carlos 
“Charlie” Cojuangco were also 
spored. 


PLDT chair Manny Pangilinan 
was there with aides and body- 
guards. So were Lea Salonga, 
Charlene Gonzalez and Amalia 
Fuentes. 

Seen condoling with the De 
Venecia couple were former Rep. 
Didagen “Digs” Dilangalen and 
Gov. Raul Daza. 

“This is beyond politics, we feel 
for the Speaker's grief,” said Di- 
langalen, who is also spokesper- 
son for deposed President Joseph 
Estrada. 


Funroom 

Also present was Rep. Carlos 
Padilla who said that he came to 
condole with De Venecia, but had 
mot yet visited the wake of his 


“ BEST COPY AVAILABLE ' 


friend Fernando Poe Jr. 

He wanted to pay his last re- 
зрес to FPJ, but the wake, 
Padilla said, had become too po- 
litical. 

“I'm not even sure if I'm wel- 
come there, he said, 

Of course, the family didn't for- 
get KC's classmates and friends, 
who gathered in a fun room" set 
up by KC's cousins, ќ 

The room, пех the area 
where the шт was, had KC's 
things and memorabilia from 
friends and relatives, including 
her favorite food. 

“They also showed a video of 
the young, pretty and smart KC 
who had dreamed of one day go- 
ing to Harvard, 


cafiang once branded as legal 
fronts for the Communist Party o| 
the Philippines appeared to have 


fared better. They were allowed 
by the Poe family to hold a Mast 
for "Da King” at the Sto. Domingd 


Church. 


Bagong Alyansang МаКаһауай 
spokesperson Renato Reyes ЈА 


said Bayan and the other progres! 


| 


sive groups had coordinated with 


the family through the actori 

longtime assistant ап 

spokesperson Susan Tagle. 
Tagle released the followin, 


schedule of services during thé 


wake: 

** Dec 19: 8 p.m.—Mass spon: 
sored by People's Congress fol 
Authentic Democracy. 

© Dec 20: 8 p.m—Mass 

10 p.m.—Short prayer ser! 


1 


| 


i 


vice, Jesus Is Lord Movement, tà 


be officiated by Bro. Eddie Vil 
lanueva 


ji 
n 
i 


ө 11 pm.—Tribute of volun] 
teer groups of FPJ during thé 


election campaign 
• Гес 21: 8 p.m.—Mass роті 
sored by the film industry 


| 


1 


* Midnight—Public viewing 
ends, Occasion is reserved fof 


family and friends. 


Security measures 

As of yesterday, the PNP wa 
mapping out plans without spe} 
cific requests coming from th 
Poe family. 

Conrad Poe said the family sti 
had to iron out arrangements fol 


things like portable toilets and 


medical units. 

“We want everything to be or 
ganized,” he said. "We should un! 
derstand that we never expectet 
FPJ to pass away so we were al 


caught by surprise." With reports 
from Christian V. Esguerra; 
Christine О. Avendaño and Nor+ 


man Bordadora 


PNP says ... 


From page Al 


| 


cause over the past 10 months, few 
er people have been killed, а 


mapped ог raped. The number 


stolen vehicles has also gone down: 

Al this translated to а 9,83-рег- 
cent drop in crime volume from 
January to October compared to 
the same period in 2003, the PNP 


reported yesterday. 
From a total of 71,162 inci- 


dents last year, crime volume de- 


creased by 6,997 to 64,165. 


Of the total for the 10-month pe- 
riod, 35,286 were "index" crimes 
or incidents like rape and murder 
that “occur with enough frequency 
and regularity that they serve as an 


index to the crime situation,” ac- 
cording to the PNP report. 
The rest were “nonindex” 


crimes—those that refer to smug- 


gling, illegal gambling, child 


abuse and prostitution. 


The PNP said index crimes de- 
creased by 1.2 percent while non- 


index crimes fell 18.53 percent. 
Theft up 


Among index crimes, murder 


cases dropped 3 percent, homi- 
cide 11.58 percent, physical in- 


jury 2.72 percent, and robbery 
0.68 percent. Only theft shot up, 
by 7.36 percent from 8,275 cases 
in 2003 to 8,884 in January-Octo- 


ber this year. 


Street crimes, including drug 
pushing and robbery, dropped to 
12,623 cases from 14,667 in the 


same period in 2003. Of this 


year's cases, 11,293 were solved, 
reflecting an 89.46-percent crime 


solution efficiency. 


Kidnap-for-ransom, a problem 
particular to the Chinese-Filipino 
Community seemed to have been 


contained this year. 


Compared to last years 77 in- 
cidents, there were only 28 re- 
ported cases this year, translating 
to a 64-percent decrease. Of the 
28 cases, 18 were solved and 70 


kidnappers were either killed о 
arrested. 


Cartheft down 
The PNP also made significant 
gains їп the drive against ca 


Я 


t 
г 


thieves, a problem that has made 


Quezon City the country’s "ca 
theft capital." This year, there wa: 
an average of 4.3 vehicles stolen 


г 
s 
n 


daily. The incidence of car theft 
dropped 33 percent from 2,159 


vehicles to 1,440. 


As for drug trafficking, the PNP 
said it had arrested 19,318 ped- 


dlers and users in 15,291 opera: 


tions during the 10-month period 
besides dismantling 10 shabu 


laboratories. 


"The campaign against bank rob- 
bers, however, had poor results. OF 
the 46 cases recorded nationwide, 


only eight were solved, 
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Š {Filipino to absorb the latest 
$- technology and investments 
E for greater productivity 


e pledge to continuously 
improve quality, efficiency 
and always provide on-time delivery of 
our products” 
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TOYOTA EXPORTS... LEADING THE WAY 


Labor and Management cooperation achieves world-class quality 
Philippine-made transmission assemblies now 
а major component of the Toyota Global Supply Network 


“This was the promise made by Gary 
‘Aguilar, Chairman of the Labor 
Management Council of Toyota 
‘Autoparts Philippines, Inc. (TAP), the 
pats manufacturing subsidiary of 
Toyota Motor Corporation in the 
Philippines, as the company marked 
е start of exports of transmission. 
assemblies to Japan. 


‘The celebration of a milestone was 
wel deserved, The export of these 
transmission assemblies meant that 
they have achieved the highest quality 
standards of Toyota Motor Corporation 
А 


Teflon-Coated 2-Burner 
+7kg Tank 


‘These principles have put Toyota to 
where it is now globally. This same set 
of principles has positioned the Toyota 
Group in the Philippines atop its 
industry. 


Employees ofthe Toyota Group have 
consistently given time and effort to 


“Toyota transmissions made inthe 
Philippines now possess the same level 
‘of performance in terms of quality 

and coat as Japanese-made units,” 
affirmed Toyota Honorary Chairman 
Dr. Shoichiro Toyoda. 


Guided by these ideals, the employees 
of the Toyota Group are known forthe 
high quality of the products and 
services they deliver. They have 
pushed Toyota to the forefront of the 
Philippine automotive industry. 


“The export of transmission assembles 

is just one in a numberof milestones 

already reached by the Toyota Group 

inthe Philippines. y 

Stainless 1-Burner Stove 
+ 7kg Tank. 
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Dr. Toyoda and Philippine President 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo led 
ceremonies held in the company's 
manufacturing facility in Santa Rosa, 
Laguna, south of Manila. The export of 
transmission assemblies is also a major 
achievement for the developing 
Philippine automotive industry. 


Many more are forecast as the 
employees of the Toyota Group 
continue their mision 


ее n Gaganahan ka talaga 
a magluto sa PETRON GASU 


These same beliefs are also evident 
‘outside the workplace. Toyota's labor 
and management have also beer 
‘successful in harmonizing common 
socio-economic concems. 


“We commit to work hand-in-hand 
with management by way of open 
‘communication lo enhance mutual 
trust and respect said Aguilar as they 

+ vowed to support the Toyota principles 
‘of Continuous Improvement and 
Respect for People, + 


w 
Stainless 2-Burner Stove 
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The cooperation that has ed to long 
term industrial peace and harmony is 
also demonstrated in Toyota's social 
‘development programs. 
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JUTH POWER 2005 Conference and Expo, the premler event of the year, Is a convergence of 
‘and responsible advocacy. An Interactiv 


Industries. This breakthrough event will showcase the Ideals and potentiis of the Filipino Youth 


МИ workshops, plenary sessions, exhibition, lectures and competitions. 


JANUARY 28, 2005 


YOUTH POWER In-House Contests: 
* Interpretative Song and Dance Competition 
* Modem Cultural Dance Competition 
* Youth Power Duo Flair tending / Cocktail Mixing , 
‘Competition (male and female) 
+ Youth Power Debate 
- Theme Art Contest such as Drawing / Painting, 
Recycled Art, Essay Writing, Photo Contest, 
Businoss Strategic Plan 
Barkada Challenge (sporis and 
QUTH POWER Achievement Awar 
‚ (individual and group category) 


YOUTH POWER on Academe Agenda: 
Mink Seminars open to different busine 
ог eduemtors and tertiary students) 
~ Marketing Breakthrough: "OUT OF THE BOX: Marketing 
* Tips on Webslte Development 
5 Enlerpreneurial Strategies; Oppriuntiee and. 
the 


ошо! Billboard provider: 
|. с. PASCUAL TRADING 
спе Gouriar: 

JBSX Express 


Е For pre-ragiatention forme, contest mechanics & SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES: 
1, THE NEXT STEP EVENTS PLANNER. 
Unit 1207 Herrora Tawar, V. A. Rufino St., Cor. Valero St., Salcedo Village Makati City 
Tol. Nos, : (832) 813-0148 / 693-8728 ^ ^ Tolotex: (832) 893-8898 / 843-8878 
а Col. Non. : 08205487802 / 0820-8048843 


Webalte : wwwthonoxtetepavonta,com 


Emeil: naxtetap@enstorn.com.ph 
wann. youthpownr.tk 


‘youthpower2005@gmell.com 


Creative Minds for productive 
issembly of future leaders, young achievers and major players In business and 
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Cebuano nurse makes it big in Nevada 


From page Al 
and his school needs, Initially he wanted to be- 
come a doctor. But he settled for the next best 
sung ‘when Бе realized his parents could not af- 
id to send him to medical school, 

took up nursing at the Cebu State Col- 
IK Cebu City Medical Center College of Nurs- 
ing (CCMC) where he graduated cum laude in 
1990. While waiting forthe results of the board 
exams, Tan volunteered to work at the СОМС, a 


hospital run by the city government. 

Tn 1992, he took the Commission on Grad- 
uates of Foreign Nursing Service just to see if 
he would pass, He did. Then he applied for a 
job in the United States to find out if a hospi- 
tal would be willing to hire him. Las Vegas 
Hospital responded. 

The employment agency asked for $4,000 
in placement fees and other expenses. 

Realizing it was difficult for him to 
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come up with the amount, Tan told his 
agency that he would not be able to go the 
United States. But three months later, he 
received a notice from the US Embassy 
that his visa application had been ap- 
proved. 

He left on Aug. 25, 1994 with only $200 in 
his pocket and without any word from the hos- 
pital as to when he was supposed tostart work- 
ing. His parents borrowed money from геја- 
tives and friends for his airfare. He only paid а 
portion of the placement fees and promised 
the agency that he would pay the rest later, 


Nightmare 

Тап recalled that his first day in the United 
States was a nightmare, Contrary to what the 
agency had promised, nobody fetched him 
and two other ССМС nurses—Junji Navarro 
and Cielito Tapaya—at the Las Vegas Interna- 
tional Airport, 

After four hours of waiting and lots of 
prayers, he placed a collect call to his agency 
representative in the Philippines. It turned 
out the one assigned to fetch the group was in 
another state to pick up another nurse. They 
were then given phone numbers of two Fil- 


J| ipino nurses—Joanna Delarmente and Cecilia 


Manaay—in Las Vegas, who had arrived two 
months earlier. : 

‘The two asked them to take a cab to their 
apartment. "The thought of taxi stories 
from back home heightened my anxiety 
once more, After a long wait, we boarded а 
cab," Tan said. 

‘After giving the driver the address, silence 
filled the cab, Then the driver asked them 
where they were from. Tan told him meekly 
“from the Philippines, Cebu.” 

‘Along pause followed. Then the driver said 
"kumusta...," bringing relief to the group. It 
turned out the driver had just come back from 
Сери after marrying a Cebuana. He gave the 
group a quick tour of Las Vegas before bring- 
ing them to the apartment. 

But the next four months proved to be atest of 
perseverance, Tan still had no job. He and the 
newcomers could not stay long with Delarmente 
because under the leasing law, only four adults 
could live in a two-bedroom apartment е hers 
and visitors could stay for only two weeks. 

n the second week, Delarmente received 
an evietion notice. Then he and the others 
hatched a plan. Tan would hide in the closet if 
somebody knocked on the door. The three 
sometimes stayed in the mall until late in the 
evening so no one would know they were stil 
staying їп the apartment. 

But Tan decided to make the most of the 
idle time. He reviewed for the nursing state 
board exams, with a burning desire to pass it 
so his family in Cebu would not think his trip 
was for naught. 

After three weeks, the three nurses from Ce- 
bu decided to leave. Tan went with Tapaya who 
had a cousin in San Diego. Tan stayed there for 
а month, doing household chores and babysit- 
ting, Tan then went to Los Angeles and lived 
with his teachei; Maria Flores, who invited him 
in after she learned that he was in San Diego. 


Penniless 

Homesick and penniless, his self-esteem 
plunged. There were times Пе wanted to give 
‘up—just pass the exams and go home. 

‘Then a card came from a friend in Cebu. 
Folded inside were $17 in old bills and a note: 
“Bai, these are the dollars I saved over time 


7. that I could share with you. Hope it will help 
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youa linde bit, Merry Christmas." Tan cried, 

Finally, a сай from Las Vegas Hospital came 
in December 1994, He started working as a 
nursing assistant, getting only $8 per hour. Не 
changed diapers, bathed patients and helped 
them use the bedpan. 

“Tan started working as staff nurse when he 
passed his resident nurse board examination 
in February 1995. But he could barely sit 
down and eat lunch because he was assigned 
to take care of 32 patients. 

His hard work paid off, He was named nurse 
supervisor, then assistant director of nursing 
and later director of nursing services. He was in- 
vired to join the faculty of the University and 
‘Community College System of Nevada. 

Now, he is a fulltime professor, teaching 
Medical Surgical and Psychiatric. me Е 
also runs two psychiatric clinics, along with two 
psychiatrists, as an advance nurse practioner. 


Compassionate 

He also makes the rounds in emergency 
rooms in the Las Vegas valley, doing psychi- 
atric consultation and evaluation. Tan is also 
а Nurse Education consultant in Nathan Adel- 
son Hospice. 

"Then he developed a training program for "end. 
of life care; which was designed to educate stu- 
dent nurses on how to take care for terminally ill 
patients Ше those afflicted with cancer and AIDS, 

“With the nursing shortage, hospice care is 
in dire need of caring and compassionate nurs- 
es," Tan said. The program is now in full swing 
after getting a donation of close to $100,000 
from the MGM-Mirage-Bellagio Casino, 

n October, Tan said he was informed that he 
had been chosen as someone belonging to the 
top 5 percent of the educators in America. His 
story is included in the book tiled "Who's Who 
‘Among America's Top Teachers." 

‘Tan knows how to spread his blessings, Last 
year, he and Tapaya formed the Maria Libron 
Blores Nursing Scholarship Foundation in 
honor of the teacher who allowed him to stay 
їп Los Angeles, The foundation provides 
scholarship to two nursing students. 

He also started the Yolanda Alforque-Tan 
Scholarship Foundation, a high school scholar- 
ship named after his mother. Tan said he would 
pay the secondary education of at least two poor 
graduates of San Nicolas Elementary School, 
Where his mother had taught until she retired, 

He also plans to put up a Hospice Care Cen- 
ter in Cebu, which will provide care to termi- 
nally il patients. 
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Lanterns prove RP can achieve synergy 


From page Al han (cooperation), Rodriguez of different melodies lasting five gine” of every giant lantern is its When a barrels switch is Quiambao's entry, the San Felipe} 
said of the hard work of residents minutes each. rotor, an aluminum sheet rolled turned on, and the barrel is twist- lantern, as the most beautiful this} 
“to ang mga parol ng sam- of Barangays San Juan, San Jose, 1п the second round, the into a barrel. To maneuver it, a ed in a particular direction, aspe- year This was the second consec 
bayanang Pilipino at sana magn- Dolores, Sta. Lucia, Sto. Niño, lanterns were divided into three used car wheel is attached to the cific setof bulbs lights up. utive year that the village of Sant 
ingning ang mga ito buong toon San Nicolas, Del Pilar, Sto. groups and each group “per- barrel A lantern can have 4 to 10 ro- Felipe won the much-coveted| 
(These are the lanterns of the Fil- Rosario and San Felipe. formed” for three minuteseach. Тһе barrel is also equipped tors, depending on the complexi- championship trophy. 
iino nation, and 1 hope they "Like the Star of Bethlehem In the third and last round, with a main switch that is con- ty ofits design. ‘The lanterns of the villages o 
shine throughout the year)" he that led the Three Magi to the nine lanterns performed simulta- nected to an electrical outlet. The illusion of dancing lights Sto, Rosario and San Jose came in 
said, humble manger of Christ more neously for two minutes. Á is, however, achieved by the second and third, respectively. 
С T than 2,000 years ago, they sym- The audience, standing shoul- How they doit adeptness of the rotor operators. Тһе festival traces its roots tof 
Bayanihan spirit bolize hope for the renewal of dertoshoulder, composed mostly But how do craftsmen design These men, whose hands religious traditions introduced by 
Ambassadors Mario Schuff of faith in God and love for others,” of families, were awed by the vi- the lighting pattern? hold the wheels, actually dance the Augustinian Order. 
Argentina, Jorge Montero of Rodriguez said. sual performance. ‘Selected surfaces of the barrel to the accompanying music to From simple candles and 60; 
Chile, as well as the American ‘One minute, the lantems were are covered with masking tape. get the right tempo for the lamps wrapped in intricate paper] 
and Japanese consuls, their fami- Lantern performance stars, flowers or jewels. The next This way, only the exposed por- lanterns. ог metal housing, the lanterns} 
lies and friends were there forthe The lantern makers worked minute, they were one magnifi- tions have contact with electrici- к | evolved into lubenas. { 
event. three months to produce the mas- cent assemblage of patterns. p And the winner is The lubenas are lanterns fash- 
Mayor Oscar Rodriguez told terpieces of Christmas art. The  Whatwasequally amazing маз Haipins act as conductors of Everything depends on cre- ionedintheshapeofbirds, fishes 
guests that the lanterns were the city government gave each vi that the lantems twinkled and electricity from the barrel to the ativity and the human touch, and stars. Mounted on bamboo} 
Ж ойша of craftsmen and their lage P110,000, while residents changed color in time with the bulbs. Electric wires are hooked lantern designer Roland poles, they light the paths ofthe 
шшез in the villages of San Fer- contributed money for materials music, whether itwas a tradition- to the hairpins that are neatly Quiambao said, adding that it patron saints during proces} 
nando, dubbed as the “Christmas and food expenses of the crifts- al marching tune, a Yuletidecarol welded ina rowonasteel barjust would be hard to achieve the sions. 
capital of the Philippines.” men. or the Sex Bomb Christmas med- below the barrel. The wires, in same effect if one were to com- Тһе lanterns got bigger and 
“The lanterns you see now In the first round, the nine ley turn, are connected to the light  puterize the rotor. more intricate when the town goti 
were made in the spirit of bayani- lanterns “performed” to the tune Craftsmen say the “magic en- bulbs fitted inside the lantern Thineen judges chose electricity in the 1930s, 


Not so festive Christmas for local decor makers 


From page Al Taiwan and Thailand, alotofourbuyersstarted shifting toanimpromptufactory"Wehad moved to China are coming back па. 

- their orders from us to China be- boxes in our bedroom. The only tothe Philippines,” she said. То bring down costs, Philip 
tries whose lower costs ате steal- Falling exports cause they (the Chinese) сап  placelcouldsitquielywasinthe  BetterPhilippinedesignsand pine decorations manufacturers 
ing buyers away. From $69 million worth of copy our designs and offer it at toilet,” she recalled. quality should be an advantage are cooperating instead of com 

The irony is that the Philip. Christmas decorations exports in one-third a price of ours.” Arits peak, Tamilee Decorsem- іп reaching the high-end mar- peting, with common sourcing o 
pines, a predominantly Christian 1999, the Philippines saw this fig- ‘The Christmas decorations in- ployed 1,000 people. Today, her ket with such products like raw materials, sharing of subcon- 
country where Christmas is one ше fall to 558 million by 2001. dustry had been а success story company nlyemploysabouthalf wreaths, ornate table-top tractors and even helping supply 
of the most important events of China saw its exports grow from for the Philippines just a decade that number. Christmas baskets, candelabra each other for large orders, Vid 
the year, is losing ground tocoun- $4.08 billion to $4.319 billion in ago, particularly since its growth Many of the other companies and large figurines of angels larealsaid. 4 
tries which regard it in commer- the same period. "Was spearheaded by small cot- are still small, employing only and the Nativity scene, Villare- Philippine — manufacture 
cial terms only. Marlene Villareal, head of the tage industries. 10-20 employees. They rely оп alsaid. should find a niche such as with 

"The Philippines’ share of the Christmas Decors Producers and Мапу of the companies began subcontractors who often work "А lot of the buyers who are limited edition products. "Ther 
market has been slipping since Exporters Association of the with people making decorations from home, Villareal said. more discriminating continued are specialty stores that don't lik 
the late 1990s. Department of Philippines, said the Sept. 11, in their own homes, only to find Philippine manufacturers, who buying from us," she recalled. the manufactured look, 
Trade and Industry figures say 2001 terror attacks inthe United themselves expandingas Western rely on hand-made products, can- Тһе cultural affinities of the Filler-Leung said. 
that in 1997, the Philippines ac- States and foreign travel advi- buyers took notice of the fine not compete with China's low la- — Westernized, Christianized, En- "We have friends in China whe 
counted for 1.91 percent of the sories about potential terrorism craftsmanship and original’de- bor costs; посто mention low  glish-speaking Filipinos are also have been enticing us to go t 
$4.3 billion worth of Christmas here hurt the industry further, signs. power rates and huge raw materi- an advantage. China and set up a factory there,’ 
decoration exports worldwide. discouraging foreign buyers from n al supplies, Villareal said. > she added. Г 

Ву 2001, that figure had visiting to look at samples. Typical producer ‘Asaresult, some Filipinodecor Understanding West Butshe said “my husband and 
slipped to 1.06 percent ofthe to- Philippine manufacturers cen - Fillerleung is a typical pro- makers have already set up oper. "The Filipinos | understand set up this busines for the Р 
tal although the market had rarely afford to akealltheirsam- ducer who started off making ationsin China, she added. Christmas. We understand how pines and to give jobs to the 
grown to 55.41 billion world- ples to trade shows abroad, said decorations for friends. After But Villareal remains hopeful the West thinks, the pace of the — ipino people." 
wide. Tami Filler-Leung, president of joining a trade show out of cu- фе Philippines can regain some West. We know what the buyers — If they can no longer remain vi- 

‘China has been the No. 1 ex- Tamilee Decors, an industry lead- riosity, she found an eager foreign lost ground with its higher-quali- really ike,” Villareal said. able in the Philippines, “we wil 
porter of Christmas decorations er. buyer in 1987 and quickly ex- ty product. Filler-Leung, however, warns probably not go to China. We will 
Since the 1990s with the Philip- Вис Villareal said: “The main panded. Whatlnodeedisthatsaring that some of her designers have just retire,” РШег1еш said] 
pines ranking ninth, behind even reason we are really losingis that Her home was transformed in- this year, some of the buyers "who been lured away to work in Chi- A d 
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Saddam trial process opens 
with grilling of ‘Chemical Al? 


BAGHDAD—War crimes trials against 
Saddam Hussein and his closest lieu- 
tenants moved forward on Saturday 
when his feared cousin known as 
“Chemical Ali” was the first to face a 
formal interview with the chief inves- 
tigating magistrate. 

iraq’s US-backed government had promised 
trials would begin before next month's election, 
the first free vote since Saddam rose to power 
three decades ago. But the judge stressed his. 
meetings with Ali Hassan al-Majid and the for- 
mer Defense Minister Sultan Hashem were just 
thestart ofa long process, 

"Hurrying will not help this case,” Raed 
Jouhi said. 

Official and silent film of the two hearings 
showed both шеп 
looking relaxed, chat- 
ting and smiling under 
guard. Majid leaned 
оп a walking stick, 
possibly still suffering 
from wounds sus- 
tained while on the 
run from invading US 
forces last year 

Some Iraqi officials 
have dismissed the 
publicity as little more 
than an election cam- 
paign ploy by Prime 
Minister Iyad Allawi. 
However that may be, 
the 67-year-old ousted 
dictator and his aides 
have now been given 
access to lawyers. 

After brief appear- 
ances in July to hear 
possible charges of 
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crimes against humanity and genocide 
against Kurds gassed by troops under 
Majid’s control, the formal process of 
deciding who is tried for what is un- 

der way, a year after Saddam was 
caught, 

‘The Jan, 30 election will furnish a 
national assembly that will draw up 
а new constitution and, Wasl 
ington hopes, give Iraq a legit 
mate government to replace 
the de facto US rule that filled 
the vacuum left by the over- 
throw of the Baath Party. 

US officials concede an in- 
surgency among Saddam's 
Sunni Arab minority poses the 
major threat to the chances of 
forming a representative leg- 
islature. Three election of- 
fices in Sunni northern Iraq 
came under attack in the lat- 
estincidents. 

Two people were killed 
and eight were wounded, in- 
cluding six National Guards, 
when mortars landed on an 
election office in Dujail, 50 
km north of Baghdad. It is 
оле of many around the 
country registering and educating voters. 

A mortar also landed on an election office in 
the northern ой capital of Kirkuk, where ethnic 
tensions among Arabs, Kurds and Turkmen are 
high ahead ofa poll many want delayed locally. 

‘National Guards fought off gunmen who 
attacked an election office 60 km southwest 
of Kirkuk, 

Saboteurs who are hampering efforts to re- 
store Iraq's ой wealth and contributing to a 
cold winter without heat and light for many, 
blew up a key oil export pipeline near Kirkuk, 
halting flows for the second time in a week. 
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children in a school bus were hit when a road- 
side bomb missed a US patrol. One child died. 

‘The Turkish foreign ministry said several 
guards from its Baghdad Embassy were killed 
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SADDAM in shackles during 
the day of his Iraqi special 
tribunal hearing in this July 
1, 2004, photo, 


in Mosul on Friday and others were missing. 

Witnesses saw four people killed in one. 

car, apparently Turks. 

"We recognize that there are some 
real concerns, a Western official, 
briefing reporters this week on condi- 
tion of anonymity, said of the need to 

secure an election for which US 
troop numbers are being in- 
creased by some 10 percent 

to 150,000. 

‘Asked what would hap- 
pen if, as some Sunni lead- 
ers fear and others are en- 
couraging, the 20 percent 

Sunni Arab minority stays or 
is kept away from the polling 
stations, the official s. 
"Clearly we want a representa- 
tive assembly. What will hap- 
pen if there isn't sufficient 
‘Sunni participation for this 

to be representative 1 

wouldn't want to specu- 

late." 

A lack of Sunni voters 
would boost the share of 
the Shiite 60 percent and 
the Kurds, who account for 
up to 15 percent, 

Shiite clerics have rejected accusations 
from Allawi's secular allies that they are а 
stalking horse for Iranian-style rule by Shiite 
ayatollahs—a line taken up by US officials 
‘who say Iraqi clerics prefer secular rule, 

President George W. Bush has already 
warned US adversaries in Tehran not to inter- 
fere. 

Jouhi told reporters there was mo set 
timetable for the trials, each of which will be 
prepared by different judges. 

‘Majid and Hashem appeared in turn, both 
being released from handcuffs and seated on 
a folding chair in a bare room before Jouhi's 
desk, on which lay a Koran wrapped in green 
cloth. 

Jouhi, who presided over the brief hearings 
for Saddam and the others in July, said both 
men on Saturday had legal counsel. Reuters 
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ISRAELI armored vehicles roll toward the Khan Yunis refugee camp 
in the Gaza strip from a military staging area in the Gush Katif 
settlement bloc, Dec. 18. The incursion followed a bomb attack by 
Palestinian militants last Sunday that left five Israeli soldiers dead 
near a border crossing into Egypt at Rafah, also in southern Gaza. де 


Israel pulls out of Gaza 
after killing 11 Palestinians 


GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip—tsraeli 
troops moved out ofa Palestinian 
refugee camp in southern Gaza 
оп Saturday night, the army said, 
ending a two-day raid that killed 
11 Palestinians and wounded 
dozens, the largest Israeli mili 
tary operation since Yasser 
‘Arafat's death last month. 

The raid in Khan Younis was 
launched Friday in response to 
Palestinian mortar and rocket at- 
tacks over the past week. Israel 
had said it would refrain from 
major offensives in the run-up to 
the Jan, 9 Palestinian elections, 
but would take action if attacked. 

Meanwhile, Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Ariel Sharon's Likud Party and 
the opposition Labor Party worked 
to finalize their pact to form a 
coalition government amid reports 
the new Cabinet—which Sharon 
seeks to bolster his government as 
he carries out а planned Gaza 
withdrawal—could be sworn in as 
early as Thursday. 

Residents of Khan Younis said 
they saw 10 Israeli tanks pulling 
out of the area Saturday evening. 
Palestinian security confirmed 
the troops had left. 

In the Khan Younis fighting Sat- 
urday, two militants were killed by 
Israeli tank fire in separate inci- 
dents, Palestinian hospital officials 
said. The body of a third Palestini- 
an shot in the head was recovered 
Saturday morning, medical offi- 

s said, It was unclear whether 
hewasa militant. 


A total of 11 Palestinians, in- 
cluding at least seven militants, 
were killed and 43 others wound- 
ed, since Israeli tanks and bull- 
dozers entered the camp Friday. A 
Palestinian ambulance driver and 
five children under the age of 16 
were among the wounded. One 
Israeli soldier also was wounded. 

Hundreds of residents who 
had evacuated their homes began 
returning to the camp even 
though the area was engulfed in 
complete darkness because the 
electric grid had been damaged 
in the operation. Some residents 
found their homes demolished or 
damaged but officials said it was 
not immediately clear how many. 

The raid was in. response to 
‘more than 50 mortar and rocket at- 
tacks launched by Palestinians over 
the past week which killed a Thai 
‘worker in a Jewish settlement and 
injured 17 other people, including 
11 soldiers, the army said. 

The army said some houses 
used by militants to launch mor- 
tars or rockets were targeted in 
the operation. 

On Saturday, Palestinian militants 
їп полнета Gaza launched three 
homemade rockets, two of which 
anded in Israel but caused no in- 
juries or damage, the army said. 

Under the Likud-Labor coali- 
tion plan, Labor leader Shimon 


mier, a post he would share with 
Likud Cabinet Minister Ehud 
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B Hong Kong 


property faces collapse 


HONG KONG—The fate of a 
USS3-billion real estate privatiza- 
tion scheme hung in the balance 
Sunday as the government tried 
to prevent a potentially embar- 
rassing collapse of the world’s 
largest property trust sale. 

"he launch of the planned sell- 
off of 180 shopping malls and 
79,000 car parking spaces оп 
public housing estates has been 
thrown into serious doubt by an 
elderly female tenant who chal- 
lenged the decision in court. 

Senior government officials in- 
cluding chief executive Tung 
Chee-hwa and Financial Secre- 
tary Henry Tang met for another. 
crisis meeting Sunday morning to 
decide whether the listing would. 
go ahead on Monday as planned. 

„Вис Tang said Saturday the 
chance of seeing the scheme go- 
ing ahead was "slim" given the le- 
gal uncertainties. 

Local press, citing unnamed 
sources, reported that the govem- 
ment had decided to pull out ofthe 
controversial privatization scheme 
due to the “high risks” involved as 
the prospectus of the sale did not 
‘mention possible legal challenges. 

Tt would only go ahead if the 
resident promised not to take the 
case to the Court of Final Appeal, 
they said. 

Ап announcement was origi- 
nally due at 4 p.m. on Sunday but 
it has been pushed back due to 
"Jegal problems," a Housing Au- 
thority spokesperson said. 

On Friday the city’s highest 
court, the Court of Final Appeal, 
allowed 67-year-old Lo Siu-ang 
28 days to lodge an appeal 
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Austrians thwart 
bid to assassinate 
Nokor leader's son 


SEOUL—Austrian security forces foiled an at- 
tempt to assassinate а son of North Korean 
leader Kim Jong-il during a European trip in 
November, Yonhap News reported on Sunday. 

"The report of the plot against Kim Jong-nam 
сате amid persistent rumors of internal politi- 
cal strife in the reclusive communist state and 
within the nation's first family itself. 

Citing a source familiar with North Korean 
affairs, Yonhap said the failed plot had been 
planned by North Koreans favoring other of 
Kim Jong-il's sons as his eventual successor. 

“Kim ran into an attempt to assassinate him 
during his visit to Europe in mid-November, but 
the Austrian intelligence agency had received а 
tip in advance and protected him,” the source 
was quoted as saying. "The attempt was made by 
anti-Kim (Jong-nam) groups in North Korea.” 

South Korea's National Intelligence Service 
could not confirm the report but said Seoul's 
government was checking it. 

In November, global financial markets 
were swept by rumors that Kim Jong-il had 
been assassinated or overthrown. 

‘At the same time, diplomats and officials 
were reported as saying that some of Kim's 
portraits had been removed from public 
places. The North's official KCNA news agen- 
cy later denied this. 

Long seen as his 62-year-old father’s heir 
apparent, Kim Jong-nam's star is thought to 
have waned after he was caught trying to 
sneak into Japan on a false passport in 2001. 

Although a thick vell conceals the doings of 
the North's ruling dynasty, Kim Jong-il—who 
succeeded his father and state founder Kim Il 
sung in 1994—is believed to have had chil- 
dren with at least three wives. 

Korea watchers say the older Kim now ap- 
pears to favor Swiss-educated Kim Jong-chul, 
who is in his 203. 

‘While isolated, impoverished Pyongyang 
introduced market reforms in mid-2002, 
many of its people rely on foreign aid and en- 
ergy shortages mean that its industry barely 
works, Reuters 


which upheld the authority's 
right to privatize the assets. 


Judicial review of the listing of the 
so-called Link Real Estate Invest- 


deal undervalues public assets, 
short-changes the public and 


public housing tenants. 


Lau criticized the government's 
handling ofthe listing. 
"They have known a long time 


should deal with this problem 
first but they chose to ignore peo- 
ples voices,” she told AFP 

Lau, head of pro-democracy 
group the Frontier, also blamed 
the lack of transparency as the 
root cause of the difficulties. 

“The Frontier has tried to dis- 
cuss with them about the plan for 
a long time but that was also ig- 
nored. When we did get a chance 


want to disclose much informa- 

tion. I hope they have learned 

their lesson now,” she said. 
‘Andrew To, a district councilor 


blamed what he called an undemo- 
cratic government for the hurdles. 


cism about the sale. The legisla- 
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than going ahead as more law- 
suits could be filed against it. 

A fresh lawsuit was heard by the 
High Court Saturday evening as a 
disgruntled investor sought urgent 
leave to apply for a judicial review 
and the return of her money. 

But her application was 
promptly rejected by the court. 1t. 
ruled her case covered a private 
and civil matter and that she 
should seek compensation with 
the Link REIT instead. AFP 
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told the government to 


pull out and there have been talks 
about judicial review, yet they 
‘went ahead with jt without publie. 
consensus," he said. 


even scrapping the list- 
ld cause less damage 


STILL 


UNANSWERED 
Famed aviatrix 
‘Amelia Earhart and 
her navigator, Fred 
Noonan, pose in 
front of their twin- 
engine Lockheed 
Electra in Los 
Angelesin May 1937, 
prior to their 
attempt tofiy 
around the worl 
Plans are afoot 
spring 2005 to sweep 
the ocean floorina 
1,000-square mile 
swath with sonar, the 
of 
missions, to answer 
what happened to 
Earhart and Noonan. 
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‘THAKSIN speaking to the American Chamber 
of Commerce inBanglcok Dec. 16. sae 


"Thai MP faces 
prison term for 
airing riot video 


BANGKOK—A Thai opposition parliamentari- 
ал could face up to seven years in prison for 
diring a video showing security forces sup- 
pressing a riot which led to the deaths of 87 
Muslim protesters, police said Sunday. 

Ë Democrat MP Thanin Jaisamut has been 
dalled in for questioning and will be arrested 
i&he denies showing the video of the Tak Bai 
tragedy while campaigning in the restive 
south this month, said police in the southern 
district of Langu. 

“The video is a violation of national securi- 
ty" Langu police chief Chote Chaichompoo 
told АЕР adding Thanin could spend up to 
seven years in ail if charged and convicted of 
the crime of “violating national security" 

‘Thai authorities have urged opposition 
politicians to stop publicizing videos showing 
security forces suppressing a riot at Tak Bai 
near the border with Malaysia, saying the im- 
ages damaged national unity. 

"The Oct. 25 Tak Bai riot led to the deaths of 
at least 87 Muslim protesters, most of whom 
died from suffocation after being detained, 
bound and piled into the backs.of army 
trucks. The tragedy sparked an international 
qutery. 

Video from the riot in the Muslim-dominat- 
ed southern province of Narathiwat emerged 
on the open market recently Officials have re- 
portedly accused politicians of doctoring the 


footage to tarnish the government's reputa- ` 


tion before national elections next Feb. 6. 

;Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra has 
slammed the video saying its distribution 
could lead to further division within the king- 
dom, which is mainly Buddhist. AFP 


Couple showed 
off baby cut from 
mother’s womb 


MELVERN, Kansas—A woman charged with 
killing an expectant mother and cutting the 
baby from her womb was showing the child 
off to people at a cafe and to her pastor hours 
before she was arrested, residents said Satur- 
day, 

Lisa M. Montgomery, 36, was charged Fri- 
day with kidnapping resulting in murder and 
was expected to appear in federal court Mon- 
дау. The baby, whose mother had been eight 
months pregnant, was in good condition. 

Hours before her arrest, Montgomery and her 
husband showed off a newborn girl at a restau- 
rant, said Kathy Sage, owner of the Whistle Stop 
Cafe in Melvern, a small eastern Kansas town. 

Many customers were surprised to hear the 
infant was only a day old, Sage said. She knewa 
special alert had been issued for a baby missing 
from Missouri but did not realize the infant the 
Montgomerys carried was connected until 
hearing from a reporter on Friday. 

"You read about this stuff,” she said. “It blows 
you away when it's here. This stuff is supposed 
to be in New York City or Los Angeles.” 

Montgomery. was arrested later in the 
death of Bobbie Jo Stinnett, who was found 
"Thursday in а pool of blood inside her small 
white home in the northwest Missouri town 
of Skidmore. 

Montgomery's husband; Kevin, has not 
been charged in the case. 

"The arrest stunned many in this community of 
about 420 residents who apparently had believed 
for months that Lisa Montgomery was pregnant. 

While the Montgomerys ate breakfast Fri- 
day, another customer showed the baby off 
around the cafe. After eating, they took the 
girlto visit their pastor. 

“te was a beautiful baby" Mike Wheatly 
said. "Absolutely beautiful." 

Wheatly and his wife commented that the. 
baby, whom the couple called Abigail, did not 
Тоок like a newborn because her head was not 
misshapen from passing through the birth 
canal, a common result of childbirth that soon 
goes away. The only marks she had were a 
‘small scratch on her head and a slight bruise 
ön her hand. AP 


BANGKOK—Thailands Prime 
Minister Thaksin Shinawatra has 
blamed radicals in Indonesia for 
fomenting unrest in the king- 
dom's troubled south where 
more than 560 peopie have died 
this year, media reported Sun- 
day. 

The premier has already angered 
neighboring Malaysia by charging 
that some Islamic militants waging 
the insurgency were trained across 
the border in Malaysia. 

Adding Indonesia to the list, 
Thaksin on Saturday said master- 
minds of the southern violence 
were being inspired by extremists 
there, often while studying at Is- 
lamic schools, the Nation newspa- 
persaid. 

During his radio address to the 
nation Saturday Thaksin also said 
some ringleaders had received 
training in Indonesia. 


— 


Tew E 


donesia to southern 


"They got radical ideas from 
studying in Indonesia or from 
friends in Indonesia and then 
trained in Indonesia and Malaysia," 
hesaid. 

However, Thaksin said the gov- 
ernments of Indonesia and 
Malaysia stood firmly against ter- 
rorism and had fully cooperated 
with Thailand in seeking to end 
the conflict in the kingdom's 
south. 

Malaysian Prime Minister Abdul- 
lah Ahmad Badawi on Sunday re- 
portedly denied that Thai Muslim 
insurgents were being trained in 
Malaysia and chided the Thai pre- 
mier for making such "sensational" 
claims. 

“Malaysia is nota base to be used 
by any group to make plans against 
any country. We will not allow our 
country to be used as a base," Ab- 
dullah was quoted as saying in 
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Dubai by the Sunday Star newspa- 


per. 

Abdullah said he was disappoint- 
ed Prime Minister Thaksin 5 
mawatra did not use diplomatie 
channels to air his claims. 

*] was shocked to read aboutit. If 
‘Thaksin had such information and 
we don't know about it, he should 
have passed it over to us officially 
through proper diplomatic chan- 
nels,” Abdullah said. 

The Thai premier on Saturday 
said some of the militants had been 
tained in Malaysia's Kelantan 
state. 

Kelantan is the only Malaysian 
state ruled by the opposition Islam- 
ic Party and shares a border with 
the southern provinces of mainly 
Buddhist Thailand. 

Earlier this month a Malaysian 
lawmaker claimed that the out- 
lawed Pattani United Liberation 
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~ The 


Organization, which is" fighting 
for a separate Islamic state in 


southern Thailand, had received + 


120,000 ringgit ($31,500) from 
the Kelantan state branch of the 
Malaysian Islamic Welfare Orga- 
nization. 

Muslims represent about 5 per- 
cent of the overwhelmingly Bud- 
dhist population of Thailand but 
have long complained of discrimi- 
nation. 

Thailand's sporadic separatist 
insurgency was rekindled at the 
start of the year and since ‘then 
Buddhists, officials and security 
forces have been targeted by mili- 
tants. 

Thai security sources have 
warned Islamic militants are plan- 
ning major attacks in Bangkok and. 
southern Thai provinces in January 
to mark the first anniversary of the. 
insurgency. 
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SANTIAGO—Former Chilean dictator Judge Juan Guzman Tapia has or- Guzman Tapia “believes this is а Bank in Washington. 
Augusto Pinochet suffered a stroke dered the arrest of Pinochet—who show; he said, adding that his fathers 05 Senate investig 
and was hospitalized Saturday, just ruled Chile from 1973 to 1990—for his stroke “was stronger than the last ones the accounts in June. 
two days before an appeals court rul- role in Operation Condor, an alliance due to the stress that he has been suf- vice and the State Defense 
ing on whether to uphold his indict- of 1970s-era South American dictator- fering.” have opened corruption investiga 
ment and arrest for crimes committed ships to eliminate opponents. Guzman Tapia argues that new in- tions. 
during his 17-year rule. The Santiago Court of Appeals said formation has emerged since the Chilean lawyers said finding 
Pinochet suffered a stroke “with loss it would decide Monday оп a defense 2002 Supreme Court finding of Pinochet fit to stand trial opens the 
ofconsciousness,” Lionel Gomez Serey, petition to drop the charges, based Pinochet's "mild dementia” that pre- door to bringing charges in a multitude 
the medical director of the Military on a July 2002 Supreme Court find- vented him from facing trial in an September 1974 
Hospital of Santiago, said in а state- ing that Pinochet suffered from mild earlier case. Gen, Carlos Prats 
ment. dementia and was unable to stand In November ° 2003, Pinochet 
Pinochet, 89, has a history of health trial. showed no hint of dementia when in- The former head of Chile's army had 
problems that include diabetes and The case could put Pinochet in the terviewed by a Miami television sta- abandoned the country rather that 
several minor strokes. dock for the first time for human rights tion, even joking and describing him- participate in a military government, 
Earlier, a source at the Pinochet abuses conducted during his 17-year ` self.as feeling like “an angel.” In September 1973 Pinochet, head; 
Foundation said Pinochet was feeling rule, a prospect long awaited by many Pinochet delivered clear and coher- of Chile's military, joined a bloody mili- 
ill and his doctor “took him to the hos- who claim to have suffered under his ent answers on economic, political and (агу coup that toppled elected Socialist 
pital for an examination as а precau- strong-arm tactics. social issues during the interview, Guz- president Salvador Allende. The fol- 
tionary measure. That is all,” said re- Тһе youngest of Pinochet's five chil- man Tapia said. lowing year Pinochet imposed опе: 
tired Gen. Guillermo Garin. dren, Marco Antonio, told reporters And in August 2004 Pinochet gave man rule and governed by decree. 
Garin, a loyal Pinochet supporter, de- that he wants the judge to go to the detailed answers to another judge in- — Some 3,000 political opponents 
nied any connection between the hospi- hospital “to confirm how bad” his fa- vestigating his secret bank accoun re killed during the dictatorship, 
IETIR a Sept. 11, 1997 photo. talvisitand Pinochet’slegal troubles. ther is doing. holding up to $15 million at Riggs cording toan official toll 


YEAR 2004 PHOTO 

US President George W. Bush displays minor 
abrasions in this May 23, 2004 photo after 
falling off a mountain bike while cycling on his 
Texas ranch. 


Mystery donor 
gives gold coins 
to Salvation Army 


PEORIA, Il Salvation Army officials don 
know who has been dropping gold coins into. 
their holiday kettles over the past 20 years 
but they hope the mysterious donations 
tinue. 

More than 300 gold coins have been col- 
lected since the early 1980s, with an averag 
value of about $200 (euro151) each, said 
Cliff Marshall, spokesperson for the charity in 
Chicago, where the tradition began 

Chicago bell-ringers have brought in 10 

ld coins so far this year. They aren't the only 

In Kirksville, Missouri, someone donated 
gold coin that was mint ars before the 
Civil War, worth nearly $1,000 (euro7: 
South African Krugerrand worth $400 
10302) was dropped in a kettle in Bloomin 
ton, Illinois, meaning 12 extra families will 
get a complete Christmas dinner, 

But officials still dont know whe 
coins come from. 

The mysterious tradition began in 198: 
when someone slipped a gold coin into а ket- 
tle in the Chicago suburb of Crystal Lake. The 
donations have occurred there ever since 

ave spread across Illinois and a en 
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Driven by the most advanced diesel engine technology — ceal the coins, usually folding dollar bill 
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orth about $15 (еџго11.31) to 


Intercooler engine for the perfect balance of power and fuel ands that can fetch $600 (eu. 
efficiency. Plus, aerodynamic styling that complements a On кт кашы 
luxurious and spacious interior. b uro45,235). Thats just а 
i 3.5 million (euro2.64 mil 

: s Топ) collected by the Salvation Army last year 

Certainly, this is luxury and power at its finest. in Chi AP 


New D-4LD Common-Rail VN Turbo Intercoo US to post military 
officers to Taiwan 


TAIPEI—In a reversal of its long-standing pol 
the United Sta post military off 
cers to its mission in Taipei for the first time 
since 1979, leading defense journal Jane's 
Defense Weekly said. 

The move is expected to rile 
it would mark closer military ties betweei 

shington and the island which Beijin 
claims as part of its territory. 

From the middle of 2005 active duty mili 
tary personnel will replace civilian contrac 
tors at Washington's effective diplomatic mis: 

n in Taipei, the American Institute in Tai 
wan (AIT), the weekly said in an article to be 
published on Wednesday 
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Bias 
ERCEPTIONS have their own reality. This is what 
P ‘we must remember when we take the measure of a 
Filipino icon like Fernando Poe Jr. It is also what we 
must keep in mind when we seek to understand his wid- 
оу? angry and startling accusations of media bias. 

The redoubtable Susan Roces did not mince words 
when she berated the ABS-CBN network for alleged bias 

in its news coverage. “Hindi ko 
EDITORIAL kikimkimin ang sama ng loob ko (I will 

not suppress my hurt feelings),” she 
said. “People don’t want to watch your news coverage be- 
cause you capitalize on personal hurt,” she told Karen 
Davila, the new anchor of “TV Patrol World.” 

In such cases involving personal hurt, perceptions 
harden almost into religious truths. For those who share 
them, no explanation is necessary; for those who don't, 
no explanation is possible. 

To be sure, Roces did offer an explanation (echoed the 
next day by opposition leader Sen. Aquilino Pimentel Jr.). 
She complained about ABS-CBN's use of "tight shots" 
during the campaign, which tended to minimize or ig- 
nore the size of FPJ's adoring crowds. "You did not show 
the crowd, you weren't showing the people,” she said. 

‘Thisis a serious accusation, made more so by its speci- 
сісу. But Roces’ outburst was not the first time it was 
raised. In truth, almost every media organization re- 
ceived this kind of complaint from the Poe camp once the 
campaign started. It would not be unfair to Poe's media 
handlers to state bluntly that, instead of yet more ques- 
tions about Poe's lack of a platform leading the news sto- 
ries, they would have preferred photos or footage of the 
day's crowds, 

Certainly, if what Roces meant was that ABS-CBN did 
not give the Poe presidential campaign the Erap treat- 
ment, she would be completely in the right. The televi- 
sion network that has helped elect several senators and at 
least one vice president did not cover Poe this year the 
way it covered his bosom buddy Joseph Estrada from the 
1998 election right up to the deposed president's im- 
peachment trial in 2000. 

This makes ABS-CBN a victim of its own past practices. 

But there were in fact many times during this year's 
campaign that the network was thought to be biased for 
ЕРЈ. 

Let us cite only one instance. The first major crisis the 
Poe campaign confronted was the series of disqualifica- 
tion cases filed against the candidate; any propaganda 
value from the cases, however, was quickly countered by 
an even more sensational allegation: that the incriminat- 
ing documents against Poe were reportedly forged by a 
group under the direction of Ricardo Manapat, the direc- 
tor of the National Archives then. 

In the Senate hearings conducted and then hurriedly 
concluded by Poe supporter Sen. Edgardo Angara, em- 
ployees of the National Archives emerged to serve as hos- 
tile witnesses to Manapat. 

ABS-CBN was not remiss in its coverage of both the 
scandal and the hearings. More to the point, it did not fail 
to run favorable stories about the witnesses, The prefer- 
ential treatment reached its height when a network re- 
porter followed three witnesses, then under Senate cus- 
тоду, on their triumphant if temporary return to the Na- 
tional Archives. The three were feted at every turn, re- 
ceiving encouragement from what seemed like the entire 
agency, from the moment they arrived to the time they 
left. But why did the witnesses return that particular day? 
The real answer became clear only at the very end of the 
report, when the witnesses, waiting at the building’s 
driveway, filed back into an ABS-CBN service vehicle. 

A careful viewer would have reached only one conclu- 
sion: The witnesses had been brought back to their office, 
and were now being returned to the Senate, by the net- 
work itself, for the sake of the story. 

But judging from Roces’ remarks last week, this in- 
stance of anti-Manapat (and thus pro-Poe) coverage is 
not something Poe's supporters appreciate, or even re- 
member. 

And thus we come to the blind side of perceptual think- 
ing: we only see what we want or are conditioned to see. 
Ме do not remember our neighbor's hundred acts of 
kindness; we only notice the one unfortunate exchange 
of words. We do not notice the thousands of policemen 
doing their duty; we only see the cops who take bribes. 
That, sadly. is the realitv. 
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LIKE Macbeth who was terrified by the ghost of 
Banquo, the administration of President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo is terrified by the dead Fernando 
Poe Jr. So terrified that it is contradicting itself 
by dangling so many consuelos de bobo to ap- 
pease his grieving, angry family and support- 
ers. First, it offered to make Poe a National 
Artist for the movies. Then it offered to bury 
him in the Libingan ng mga Bayani, which is 
reserved only for national heroes. When the of- 
fers were not accepted, it proposed flying the 
Philippine flag at half-mast, and when told 
that this cannot be done legally, it proposed 
giving Poe a Presidential Medal of Merit to 
makeitlegal. 

The administration is contradicting itself 
The National Artist award is limited only to 
true-blue Filipinos, that is why the award is 
called “National.” Likewise, the Libingan ng 
mga Bayani is reserved only for Filipino 
heroes. But has the administration forgotten 
that it claims FPJ is nota Filipino? 

‘That was its argument in the disqualifica- 
tion case against FPJ, and that was also йз ar- 
gument against FPJ's poll protest in the Presi- 
dential Electoral Tribunal.’ 

Which leads us to repeat the question of 
FPJ's widow, Susan Roces: What happened to 
the bureau director who falsified ЕРЈ5 birth 
papers to make it appear that he was not a Fil- 
ipino? The fellow has been charged with per- 
jury and falsification of public documents а 
Tong time ago, but what happened to these cas- 
es? Chief State Prosecutor Jovencito 2ийо says 
he doesn't have them, and nobody else in the 
Department of Justice knows where they are. 
‘The accused himself cannot be located. Is it 
any wonder that Susan is angry? 

‘An indication of the anger of FPJ's fans is 
when they tore to pieces the wreaths sent by 
the President and by Speaker Jose de Venecia 
to Sto. Domingo Church. The President has al- 
so sent feelers to the family that she would like 
to pay her last respects to her fallen presiden- 
tial rival, but they were rebuffed. Press Secre- 
tary Ignacio Bunye was earlier sent to the / 


Susan for president P 


SUSAN Roces gave out two interviews last 
week that showed a contrast in moods. Both 
made me wonder what madness persuaded 
Fernando Poe Jr's handlers to take the tack 
they did during the campaign—keeping him 
and his wife away from the more serious public 
forums. 1 don't know how articulate FPJis, but 
Susan Roces is obviously so. 

Her interviews during the past week should 
also dispel the wrongheaded notion that Taga- 
log is inadequate to express thoughts and feel- 
ings. There are no inadequate languages, there 
are only inadequate speakers. Roces rose to 
heights of eloquence completely effortlessly dur- 
ing her interviews talking in Tagalog. What is 
eloquence anyway but speaking from the hear’? 

In the first interview, Roces was gracious in 
the extreme. 

Yes, she said, she was still going to find joy 
this Christmas. That is how it has always been 
with her. She came from a poor family and 
learned early in life to make the best of what she 
had. When they were kids, every time someone 
in her family had а birthday and they didn't 
have money, they just bought a piece of cake. 
But they made sure to put a candle on it. Yes, 
shell still celebrate Christmas. Her husband 
won't be there physically, but he'll still be there 
in spirit. She'll make the best of what she has. 

FPJ, she said, never misrepresented himself 
when he ran for president. He never passed 
himself off as someone other than what he 
was. He was a school dropout who rose to the 
top of his profession through talent and hard 
work. He was a man with a good heart who 
had helped others before and wanted to help 
more. Better someone like that than people 
‘who used their heads only to oppress others. 

‘She thought the crowd that tore to shreds the. 
wreath sent by President Macapagal-Arroyo 
were wrong to do so. But she had no dominion 
over people's hearts. Her husband himself had 
been much affected by what happened in the 
elections. Someone is robbed of his money, he 
can always make it another day. Someone is 
robbed of his dreams, he is robbed of his life. 

In the second interview, Roces was furious in 
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ington funeral parlor in Pasig to feel the pulse 
of the family and crowd, and he was disap- 
pointed. 1 felt so sorry for him as watched him 
on television bravely walking through the hos- 
tile crowd, face set in a grim smile, knowing he 
was in enemy territory 

Everybody expects emotions and tempers to 
flare up during the funeral on Dec. 22. The par- 
allelism between the assassination of Ninoy 
Aquino and the sudden death of Poe is not lost 
оп the administration. It was the death of Ninoy 
that sparked Edsa I, that led to the people chas- 
ing the Marcoses out of Malacafiang. It is possi- 
ble that FPJ's funeral, if not handled right, could 
lead to the same end. Maybe not immediately, 
but it could fuel a smoldering anger that could 
explode like a volcano in a popular uprising lat- 
er against the already very unpopular President 
Arroyo. 

The parallelism does not end there. Al- 
though not yet proven, the people suspected. 
that the Marcos administration was behind Ni- 
тоу assassination. This time, people believe 
that FPJ was cheated out of the presidency, al- 
though that still has to be proven in the PET. 

Indeed, judging from the millions of people 
flocking to FPJ's wake, and the national out- 
pouring of grief and sorrow at his sudden 
death, one wonders how he could have lost the 
elections. The antics of the pro-administration 
members of Congress blocking all attempts to 
look deeper into the certificates of canvass, 
and the extreme slowness of the PET in acting 
оп FPJ's electoral protest, only strengthened 
the belief that he was cheated. 

Pour one hurt after another on an already 
suffering people and itis like playing with fire 
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the extreme, Probably out of tiredness, proba- 
bly out of seeing all the people who had 
wronged them during the elections simulating 
commiseration, she lashed out. Particularly at 
the one TV station she believed had wronged 
them the most. She did not mince her words, re- 
ducing Karen Davila to tears, The reason people 
are not watching ABS-CBN news, she told Davi- 
la, was not only that it aired late but that it was 
false. Among others, it falsified the attendance 
in FPJ's campaign. "Why did you say nobody 
went to his rallies when you could see for your- 
self the crowds that pushed their way there?" 

Roces said a good deal more, but it is by now 
widely known. lt was shown in several net- 
works that night—among them ABS- 
CBN—and was the headline of newspapers 
next day. She ended on a conciliatory note, 
however, saying if God could forgive, who was 
shenotto? 

Well, I myself was wondering how long it 
would take before she snapped at the sight of 
all the media that had slammed the door on 
her husband while he was alive and seeking to 
becomea tenant of Malacafiang; but were now 
pushing and shoving to get ahead of the line 
while her husband waited to occupy the cold 
earth. More than the elections, this was а test 
of epic proportions, and FPJ's widow passed it 
with flying colors. The colors of grief and 
anger. Whether contemplative or explosive, 
she looked eminently presidential 

That is so particularly if we define "presi- 
dential” by the one characteristic that should 
attend it but has been stripped from it these 
разг years: honesty. Honesty is the one thing 
that has been defiled horrendously in this 
country, lying becoming а hallmark of presi- 


beside a pile of dynamite sticks. 

It is said that the Filipinos are a patient peo- 
ple. Because they always cling to hope—even 
the poorest of the poor and the desperate nq 
among them—to pull them through. FPJ was а „у 
beacon of hope. Just as he was hope perso 
fied in the movies where he was the hero who 
always came to the rescue and triumphed in 
the end against villains. And he was a hero to 
them not only in the movies but also in real 
life. With his death, the people's hope of deliv- 
erance from oppression, injustice and poverty ' 
also died. Without hope, people resort to reck- 
less and dangerous means, like the amoks who "1 
try to take with them to hell as many of their: > 
perceived tormentors as they сап. й 

All these cannot Бе lost on the administra- 
tion. Lam sure they are discussing this in Mala- 
cafiang. Which explains ail the efforts at ap- 
easement. 

The FPJ crowds know the government is try- 
ing to appease them but they are not biting. 1 
Appeasement is not the same as sincerity. In `5 
the same way that a sinner cannot be forgiven "7 
unless he confesses his sins and sincerely re- 
pents. A prisoner cannot be given amnesty un- 
less he admits his crime. People want sincerity 
from the administration. a 

If you still have not finished your Christ- И 
mas shopping, here is a fast and easy way to’ 
doit. You still have a few days to doit. Д 

Give the "gift of life” to your friends by do- 
nating, in their names, to the Philippine Ani- 
mal Welfare Society (PAWS). By donating а “- 
minimum of P100 to PAWS, it will send a “Gift `! 
of Life" card to your friend announcing that " 
you have donated, in his name, that amount 
to care for abandoned dogs, cats, and other 
animals, which will be kept in animal shelters. v 
You can visit PAWS' Animal Rehabilitation. 
Center (PARC) on Aurora Blvd., Katipunan " 
Valley Loyola Heights, Quezon City at the foot -! 
of the flyover going to Marikina. t 

For inquiries on this unique Christmas 
gift, you can call PARC at 475-1688. 
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dential ambition, deception becoming the 
handmaiden of presidential conduct, Honesty 
is the one thing that has been cheapened vio- 
Jently in this country, pundits applauding : 
demonstrations of unscrupulousness, calling it 
the height of political savvy, and selfpro- 
claimed “empower-ers” of the people choosing 
to play the roles of blind court monkeys. — ^ 

What made Roces look spectacularly presi-« 
dential was just that: she was honest, A monu- 
mental irony for the fact that she is an actor, as" 
was her husband. She and her husband had ^ 
played many roles in their lives, but as it" 
turned out, they had not forgotten to play: 
themselves, She and her husband had played” 
the role of bidas in their movies, but as it", 
turned out they had never advertised them- 
selves as such in real life, The day before Roces" 
lambasted ABS-CBN, I saw Aladin Bacolodan 
touring FPJ's house and standing on a pile of " 
relief goods that FPJ had been gathering to - 
give to the typhoon victims. None of the goods 
carried his name. It was never his habit to бо! 
that, Bacolodan said. РРЈ preferred ко remain." 
nameless when he gave. ^ 

“These are gracious folk in these ungracious ^ 
times. These are honest folk in these dishonest 
times. 1 don't know that honesty alone makes-* 
for a great president, but 1 do know it is the 
precondition for being one, Honesty in a pre 
dent is the only assurance the citizen has he's 
not getting a raw deal, whether he agrees with? 
her or not. No, itis his only assurance he has a^ 
president, and not a non-actor who's just play: 
ing the part. 

What can say? Susan for presidènt, * 

pen E 

Our concert for the typhoon victims is" 
tonight ас Conspiracy Café in Visayas Avenue, "- 
As of this writing, the artists are: Dong Abay, 
Cynthia Alexander, Johnny Alegre, Noli Аш" 
lo, Joey Ayala, Bayang Barrios, Noel Cabangon, t 
Cooky Chua, Mon David, Susan Fernandez, 
Gary Granada, Paolo Santos, Pido, Ria Villena, 
Chikoy Pura, Tots Tolentino. More will jam. 

Give to the afflicted. You won't just be richer? 
in spirit, you'll be richer in song. 
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Legacy from KC’s tragic death 


WHEN the residence of Speaker Jose de Venecia 
in Dasmariñas Village burned down, trapping his 
youngest daughter KC ise the house some 20 
members of the House of Representatives rushed 
there upon hearing the news. One of the earliest 
to arrive was Bukidnon Rep. Miguel Zubiri. Thad 
а chance to chat with him at the wake for KC in 
Santuario de San Antonio. Zubiri reiterated what 
the Speaker had stressed to the media: The fire- 
fighting units that respondéd to the emergency 
were woefully inadequate in terms of equipment. 


Јом had stressed that Makati Mayor Jejo- 
mar Binay was so helpful to them in trying to 
rescue KC. Binay joined the De Venecias in 
those desperate moments as they tried to en- 
ter the burning. house, braving the extreme 
heat and fumes. But they had to retreat as the 
heat proved unbearable. JDV tried a third time 
with the firemen, but again he was unable to 
stand the heat; by that time the ceiling of the 
house and the wooden second floor had caved 
in. Later У mused to the media that if the 
Makati Fire Department had only one or two 
asbestos suits for the firemen, his daughter 
might have been saved. 

Zubiri noted that the MFD, supposedly the 
most modern in the country, doesn’t have even а 
single asbestos suit; it has no gas masks (only sur- 
gical masks), no iron grill cutters and no flood- 
fights and flashlights even. In fact, the firemen 
had to borrow floodlights from а TV crew, Be- 
cause of inadequate equipment, the firefighters 
had to seek entrance to the house from the grand 
staircase which was engulfed in flames, instead 
of cutting through the grills at the side of the 
тоот where the girl was. JDV also observed that 
the fire trucks would run out of water and then 
wait for those that had water. At that instant, he 
mused, every moment counted in saving his 
daughter life. 

‘The report of such inadequacy is simply ap- 
palling, for if this is the case with the firefight- 
ers of Makati, the richest city in the country, 
‘one can imagine how the other fire teams in 


NOVEDADES con gran paella!” kept ringing in my 
ear for the last couple of days. As early as Novem- 
ber, our Spanish professor at Instituto Cervantes 
had been telling our class about the schools 
Christmas celebration on Dec. 4. He invited us all 
to attend, And his big come-on was the great рап 
of paella which everyone could eat during a salo- 
salo before the school closed for the holiday sea- 
son. 

Dec. 4, however, came and no paella was 
cooked. There wasn't much celebration either. 
Except for the lovely Christmas tree by the stairs 
and the Nativity figurines standing meeklv next 
toit, telling me “its Christmas!” the day still went 
by without that certain Christmassy feeling. 
Classes went on as usual, uninterrupted. Many 
students I guess, were surprised when they found 
ош that the activity had been cancelled. 1 over- 
heard one girl in the corridor saying that she had 
looked forward to the festivity and had even in- 
vited her friends over to eat and when they got 
there and found nothing, she had to usher them 
out again. 

My professor said that the administration had 
decided to use the money for the great paella to 
help the victims of the recent catastrophe in- 
stead. 

Tewas the first ofa number of Christmas parties 
marked in my calendar to be cancelled. 

The following week, 1 received news that 
Christmas parties of NGOs and other institutions 
at the Social Development Complex in Ateneo 
had also been cancelled or, if not, made simpler 
by using a portion of their party budget to give 
donations to the families in Quezon, Nueva Ecija 
and Montalban. 

Our organization joined this act of solidarity. 
Instead of going to Corregidor for our combined 
Christmas party and 20th anniversary celebra- 
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other places are. Brother Eddie Villanueva, 
‘who came to pray over the De Venecia couple 
and the remains of their child, recalled how 
thousands of people in a Bulacan municipality 
watched helplessly as six children burned in- 
side a house because the firemen couldn't get 
through the grilled windows. But Makati, 
where the biggest taxpayers are located, has 
no excuse in not having the latest fire-fighting 
equipment and technology. Let's hope Mayor 
Binay would fit his firefighters with first-class 
and ultramodern equipment, so that Makati's 
fire team could also help nearby towns and 
cities that cannot afford them. 

‘Tragedy that befell Уз daùghter and his resi- 
dence has highlighted the need for more modem 
fire-fighting equipment, the Speaker told the me- 
dia through his grief. Inasmuch as the fire in his 
residence was said to have originated from over- 
heated Christmas tree lights, JDV also sent a mes- 
sage to the nation’s families to observe an acci- 
dent-free holiday season by using Christmas 
lights in a safer manner. He said that he intends to 
allocate about P15 million in the newly approved 
budget to equip at least each city a couple of as- 
bestos suits. The House members who witnessed 
the tragedy in Dasmarifias Village last Thursday 
aight urged the Speaker to make the moderniza- 
tion of our fire-fighting equipment KC's legacy. 

‘The tragedy that befell JDV's family drew 
sympathy from various leaders of the country 
who cast aside political and ideological lines 
to condole with them. These included Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo, Vice President Noli de 
Castro and Senate President Franklin Drilon, 
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tion, we decided to just hold a simple gathering at 
our conference room so we could give more of the 
budget as donations to families in storm-ravaged 
Quezon. Aside from that, the maximum amount 
for the exchange gifts was reduced from P300 to 
P200, with the P100 added instead to the dona- 
tion fund. 

The University of Santo Tomas followed. A few 
nights ago, when my sister came home, I could 
see disappointment written on her face. She told 
me there wouldnt be any fireworks for the 
“Paskuhan” this year. My sister and I have always 
loved this grand fireworks display which opens 
the university-wide Christmas celebration. Our 
necks would ache after looking up for 5 to 10 
minutes, marveling at the bright colors decorat- 
ing the dark, velvet sky. 

But not even a flare was seen on “Paskuhan” 
night this Christmas season. The budget for fire- 
works this year was instead used to buy relief 
goods for victim families. Thinking of how much 
these fireworks cost these days, I'd say a lot of 
families really benefited from this donation. 

‘This Christmas has been stripped of its red rib- 
bons, candy canes, decorative angels, silver bells 
and other things that generally give a festive at- 
mosphere to the season. I guess the strong winds 
blew them all away or the flood currents caused 
by the four typhoons carried them away along 
with the rusty roofs of humble homes. 

For the past few weeks, I have leafed through 


Senators Nene Pimentel, Loi and Jinggoy 
Estrada and Rep. Ronaldo Zamora, as well as 
NDF Chief Jose Ма. Sison and former MNLF 

ief Nur Misuari. Erap also called his former 
rival. Messages of sympathy also poured from 
abroad—from Thai Prime Minister Thaksin 
Shinawatra and Thai Foreign Minister Sura- 
kiart (whom JDV openly endorsed in Beijing in 
the race for UN secretary general in 2006, fore- 
going his own ambition to run for that es- 
teemed post); Cambodian Senate President 
Norodom Ranariddh; outgoing Indonesian 
Speaker Akbar Tanjung and incoming Speaker 
Agong Laksono; Chinese Speaker Wuo Bang- 
guo and Chinese Foreign Minister Li; Singa- 
pore PM Lee and his powerful wife, Madame 
Ho Ching; and Pakistani Speaker Chaudhry 
Amir Hussain. 

On the other hand, the classmates of KC at 
Colegio San Agustin and International School 
gathered old photos of KC and put up an in- 
‘stant memorabilia at the Santuario de San An- 
tonio, where they also sang at the Masses. Rep. 
Lorna Silverio and Lorna Laurel, wife of for- 
mer Sen. Teroy Laurel, both came with old 
paintings of KC that they had bought at 
‘one-girl painting exhibit eight years ago. KC's 
mom, Gina, is trying to buy some of those 
paintings back. This columnist found Gina yes- 
terday morning sorting out some photos of KC 
that were salvaged from the fire. 

Showing resiliency, ЛО during the wake, point- 
ей out that what he was wearing that evening 
were all donations, as he lost everything in that 
fire. He said his shoes were from Rep. Roquito 
Ablan, his pants from Rep. Teddy Boy Locsin (who 
also donated many disposable briefs to JDV); his 
polo barong was retrieved from his old closet in his 
Pangasinan residence, while his son Joey Jr. donat- 
ed pajamas. Hearing Уз story, Senlalas Rep. JV 
Bautista quipped that the Speaker is the original 
recipient of relief goods from Congress. Pwede pa 
ba kaming magdonate (Can we give you more do- 
nations)? Bautista queried, and JDV replied, "Pag- 
binigyan mo ako ng briefs, tatanggapin ko (lf those 
are briefs, Fl accept)" 


the newspapers, read reports about the storm's 
aftermath and looked at the pictures that accom- 
panied these stories. After so many tragedies and 
catastrophes in this country which have claimed 
thousands of lives, one would think he/she would 
get used to seeing death. But I guess that will only 
happen on the day one stops being human. So 251 
beheld these visions of people weeping over the 
loved ones they lost in the heavy rains, of kids 
shivering in the cold, their thin, wet garments 
plastered to their skinny bodies, and of homes 
wrecked and submerged in floodwaters, 1 shiv- 
етей, felt scared and sorry for the grief that struck 
the nation. 

But recently, as 1 went over the papers again, 
the pictures have changed. Yes, they are still 
grieving. They are still, homeless, cold and hun- 
gry. But one marked difference was that they 
were smiling. The snapshot captured the flicker 
of hope in their eyes as they stretched out their 
arms and reached for the bags of relief goods. (So 
even in black and white, I have to say the snap- 
shot isa Kodak moment.) 

‘Thinking about giving up those fancy Christ- 
таз parties it dawned on me that it meant fewer 
gifts under the Christmas tree or simpler food on 
the table for Noche Buena. But then again it also 
meant sharing the feast and gifts with those who 
have nothing. Instead of just letting a small group 
share on that big pan of paella, I would like to be- 
lieve that the whole country s poor community af- 
fected by the storm is now taking part in а 
grander salo-salo. 

Twould also like to think that when the storm 
blew away those red ribbons and tinsel, ай it re- 
ally took away were the distractions, Now 
stripped bare and naked, we see this Christmas 
celebrated for what it is really all about: sincere 
love. 


Presidential Medal of Merit 


WHAT is the Presidential Medal of Merit? It is one 
of the national honors awarded in the form of or- 
ders and decorations by the Philippine President, 
Congress or government. These orders and deco- 
rations are: the Quezon Service Cross, conferred 
by the President of the Philippines with the autho- 
rization of Congress; the Order of Lakandula, for 
political and civic merit; the Order of Sikatuna, for 
diplomatic merit; the Philippine Legion of Honor, 
for military and defense merit, as well as political 
and civic merit not requiring congressional autho- 
ization; the Order of Gabriela Silang, for the 
spouses of heads of state; and the Order of Nation- 
al Artists, the Order of National Scientists, and the 
Order of National Social Scientists, for those who 
have been proclaimed as such; the Gawad sa 
Manlilikha ng Bayan for those honored as national 
living treasures by the the National Commission 
for Culture and the Arts (The awards for National 
Апыз, Scientists, and Social Scientists and 
Manlilikha ng Bayan are of equal rank and pres- 
ige); the Gawad Mabini for Filipino diplomats; 
the Order of che Golden Heart, for those who have 
helped improve the life of the masses; and the 
Presidential Medal of Merit 
The criteria and various details concerning 
these national orders and decorations are incor- 
porated in Executive Order Мо. 236, the Honors 
Code of the Philippines, signed Sept. 19, 2003. 
‘The implementing rules and regulations for the 
Honors Code are contained in Memorandum Or- 
der No, 128, which was signed Dec. 23, 2003, An 
administrative order mandates the Bangko Sen- 
tral ng Pilipinas as the official manufacturer of or- 
ders and decorations, The NCCA, the National 
Historical Institute, the Cultural Center of the 
Philippines, the Department of Foreign Affairs, 
the Department of National Defense, the Depart- 
ment of the Interior and Local Government, the 
Department of Science and Technology, the 
‘Armed Forces of the Philippines, the Philippine 
National Police, and the Philippine Coast Guard 
were all involved in the drafting of the ВО, 
Section 5, subsection УП of the Honors Code 
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escribes the criteria for the Presidential Medal of. 
Merit (also referred to Pampanguluhang Medalya 
ng Merito) as follows: 

"The Presidential Merit Award is hereby re- 
named the Presidential Medal of Merit. 

“The Presidential Medal of Merit shall be con- 
ferred upon an individual, Filipino or foreign: 

"a. for outstanding service to the President, the 
‘Administration or Cabinet members; 

“b. for gaining prestige for the country in an in- 
ternational event, in the fields of literature, the 
sciences, the arts, entertainment, and other civil 
ian fields of endeavor that foster national pride 
and artistic excellen 

“c. who is a retiring cultural worker or artist, 
after serving the government in an official or ad- 
visory capaci y, or a foreign artist who has pro- 
moted Philippine culture; or 

"d. for acts of merit that enhance the prestige 
of the Republic of the Philippines, including 
heading the Philippine delegation or having con- 
tributed materially to the success of a major inter- 
mational conference or event that has brought 
prestige and honor to the country including Pres- 
idential visits overseas and major international 
events held in the Philippines.” 

The Presidential Medal of Merit was known as 
such until after martial law, when a general de- 
cline in the knowledge of international protocol 
and standards governing state awards led to the 
adoption of the catch-all term “award” to refer in 
general to presidential or state honors. The Presi- 
dential Medal of Merit is actually one of the old- 
est recognitions of our Republic, dating to the 


years immediately after independence in 1946. 

Originally the Presidential Medal of Merit was 
conferred on or near Independence Day, which 
used to be July 4. Civic groups were deputized to 
select people for recognition, and the President of 
the Philippines would then confer the medal in a 
ceremony in the Palace. At times, the award was 
given to entire groups, such as the Code Commis- 
sion (appointed by President Roxas to modernize 
the Civil Code of the Philippines, it finished its 
‘work during the Quirino presidency), or families 
worthy of recognition for their excellence of char- 
acter. Aside from the Code Commission (which 
had as one of its members, Arturo Tolentino), 
among the recipients of the Presidential Medal of 
Merit were the Court of Industrial Relations and 
Jose Braulio Sison's family (July 3, 1949 by Pre 
"dent Quirino); and Florencio Tamesis and family 
(July 10, 1958 by President Garcia). Presidents 
also conferred the medal on their predecessors or 
former first ladies: President Quirino conferred it 
оп Sergio Osmefia and Aurora Quezon (posthu- 
mously) on July 3, 1949; President Magsaysay 
conferred it on Presidents Elpidio Quirino and 
Emilio Aguinaldo on July 2, 1956. 

While it’s been extremely difficult to piece to- 
gether the roster of Presidential Medal of Merit 
recipients (record-keeping in the government is 
їп а mess, and apparently I'm the only one inter- 
ested in putting such lists together), a survey on 
some (but not all) of the recipients of this medal 
gives an interesting combination of achievements 
and personalities. By Magsaysay: Juan Nakpil 
(architect), Lucrezia Kasilag (musician); by Gar- 
Ча: Jovita Fuentes (soprano), Severino Montano 
(playwright); by Marcos: Vicente Madrigal, 
"Flash" Elorde (boxer); by Aquino: Lea Salonga, 
Cecile Licad; by Ramos: Haydee Yorac, Franklin 
Drilon; by Estrada: Victorino Rodriguez; by Ar- 
royo: Manny Pacquiao, George Canseco, Zeneida 
Amador. 

1f you know of someone who has been con- 
ferred any of the state honors mentioned above, 
dolet me know through www.Quezon.ph 


то MIT 
-Reports on FPJ's death 


FORMER PRESIDENTIAL candidate Fernando Poe Jr. has 
been in the news since he died of brain stroke last Dec. 14. 
Barring any other important news, he will bein the limelight 
until his burial on Dec. 22. 

On the day he died, the Inquirer reported the event with. 
the headline “Da King’ is dead." The subhead read “Fernan- 
do Poe Jr. united nation in prayer during two-day vigil for his 
recovery.” Except for 
two unrelated sto- 
ries, the newspaper's 
front page that day 
carried терот 
about the cause of 
his death and the 
vigil conducted by 
his fans. 

A reader (whose 
identity I will keep under wraps for security reasons) did not 
like the way the Inqunen announced Poe's death. He wrote: 
“All I can say with the way you wrote your stories about Poe 
is: OA, OVER ACTING, EXAGGERATED. You gave him too 
im publicity. You better go with to... (expletive delet- 
еди 

Twas taken aback by his e-mail. It was the first time that I 
came across this kind of reaction to a person's death. Respect 
for the dead, regardless of how he may have conducted his 
Ше, is ingrained in the Filipino culture. More so, if he is well 
regarded in his community. 

Tm used to getting complaints about the newspaper's 
manner of reporting the death of prominent figures in the 
‘country. For political or personal reasons, the readers have 
contrasting views over the way the media announce the 
demise of those people. 

Newsworthy 

Last year, in the course of the Ingumen's reporting on the ~ 
death of actor Rico Yan, some readers complained about ће “: 
treatment it gave that tragic event. While they believe Yan , 
‘was a model of good behavior for the youth, they felt the cov- ^l 
erage was made at the expense of other more important л 
news reports, 

But noticeably, no reader made a disparaging word about 
Yan's person. The complaints focused on the newspapers 
manner of informing the public about his death, no refer- 
ence at all was made to his character or whatever mistakes 
he might have committed when he was still alive. į 

In FPJ's case, it is inevitable for the newspaper to give him 
the kind of reporting it is doing now. Politics or bias for the 
late presidential candidate has nothing to do with it. Poe is a 
newsmaker, and a prime one at that. Aside from being a pop- 
ular movie actor, he was a candidate who almost won the 1 

vest post of the land in the last presidential elections. 

His high standing in the country is attested by the fact that. 
President Macapagal-Arroyo continues to express her desire 
to pay her respects to bim in person even if some of his rela- 
tives or political advisers are against that idea. There are 
‘even moves by some sectors to have the national flag placed 
athalf-mastin government offices to honor him. 

‘The newspaper will be remiss in its duty to inform the 
public about newsworthy events if it does a Ninoy Aquino- 
style coverage of Poe's death. In 1983, ће Marcos-controlled · 
print and broadcast media treated Ninoy's murder as a “поп. 
event” despite the fact that millions of people were outraged 
by his assassination and notwithstanding the biggest crowd 
in the country's history to join a funeral cortege. 

А broadsheet came up with a semblance of a news report ` * 
by putting on its front page a photo of the crowd, but its " 
headline was about the man who was struck by lightning 
during the funeral procession. А 

Biased reporting 1 

The reader's complaint about the newspaper's reporting ' 
оп Poe's death reminds me of the saying "you can't please ev- ' ! 
егуроду" There will always be somebody who will be un- 
happy about the way a news report is presented in terms of 
accuracy, objectivity or fairness. 

During last May's elections, my mailbox was filled with 
letters protesting the Inquinen's "pro-GMA" bias. Some- read- 
ers felt the newspaper was subtly endorsing the candidacy of ! 1 
President Arroyo with the almost daily reports on her activi- и. 
ties on the campaign trail. 

Even the election advertisements that came out in the 
newspaper became the subject of complaints. Some candi- 
dates grumbled about the publication of “infomercials” 
about the accomplishments of government offices that 
prominently featured the President's face. 

told them there was nothing legally wrong with those ad- 
versements. If they felt the ads violated the election laws, 
all they have to do isto secure an order from the Commi 
оп Elections stopping further publication of those materials 
and the newspaper will promptly comply with it. 

‘During the canvass of the presidential and vice-presiden- 
tial votes in Congress, a member of Poe's PR staff sent me a 
blistering letter decrying the newspaper's refusal to print the 
stories about the opposition's own tally of election returns 
showing Poe's lead over Ms Arroyo. 

explained to her that the editorial staff, not the newspa- 
per management or anyone else, decides on what is fit for 
publication and whats not. The editors reported only on ће 
count made by the National Movement for Free Elections in 
its capacity as the authorized citizen's arm of the Comelec. 

Now, it looks like there has been a change in wind direc- 
tion: the Inquinen is being perceived as pro-FPJ because of * 
the way itis reporting the goings-on in Poe's funeral. 

Well, that’s how the cookie crumbles in the newspaper in- 
dustry, especially in this country. You simply can’t win them 
ай, 


READERS’ 
ADVOCATE 


Raul J. ai 
Palabrica у” 


i 


The readers’ advocate may be reached at the following ad- 
dress: "The Readers! Advocate" c/o Philippine Daily Inquirer, 
Chino Roces Avenue corner Yague and Mascardo Streets," 
Makati City. Or through fax nos. 897-4793 to 94, or reader- ' 
sadvocate@inguirer.com.ph. 


THEY SAID 
One is enough 


"I like being with one woman. lm more of that sort 
of person, Гт not someone who enjoys having comfort. 
in numbers." 

Hollywood actor Nicholas Cage 


Last shot 

"Ever since, 1 never believed in giving up. But I just. 
felt that now was the right time to say goodbye to bas- 
ketball." 
“Fourie PBA Мон Valuable layer Alvin Patrimonio on hls re- 
четен 


The INQUIRER is a member of the 
PHILIPPINE PRESS INSTITUTE 


The National Association of Philippine Newspapers 


For commuters’ sake 


THIS letter is particularly intended for the 
Land ‘Transportation Office and the Land 
‘Transportation Franchising and Regulato- 
ty Board. 

‚ A couple of days ago, 1 took a jeepney 
at the Alabang Metropolis public trans- 
port terminal on my usual morning route 
Хо the Food ‘Terminal Inc. in Taguig. 
‘Somewhere and sometime after we had 
exited from the Bicutan Interchange, 
long the north-bound lane of the South 
Service Road, the jeepney stopped. The 
river apologetically asked all passengers 
to get off and to transfer to another vehi- 
cle, refunding each one of us the Р5.50- 
fare we had earlier paid. The reason—we 
Teamed soon enough—was that LTO 
agents were posted near the FTI, checking 


passenger jeepneys for compliance with 
franchising and related regulations. 

In that part of the road, we found it dif- 
ficult to get a new ride as most other jeep- 
neys bad been similarly turning back for 
the same reason. The very few that pro- 
ceeded to the FTI were fully loaded to ac- 
commodate us. And so, the road was sud- 
denly awash with stranded commuters 
from all walks of life—students, employ- 
ees, housewives, some with wares or 
kids—each one reflecting whether to 
walk the rest of the way, go back го Bicu- 
tan or Alabang, or wait for an elusi 
north-bound ride. 

1 fully appreciate the drive of the LTO 
and the LTFRB against erring public 
transport drivers and operators. But must 
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they do this in such a way that they must 
inconvenience the riding public? Couldn't 
these agencies muster a bit of prudence to 
tell their respective agents to conduct the 
inspection noton the roadside (simply be- 
cause this is no traffic matter) but right at 
the vehicle terminals? 

‘There is surely no better place where 
violations of LTO and LTFRB regulations 
could be nipped in the bud! 

—RUDY L. CORONEL, 

10 Venus St, 

Golden Country Homes, 
Alangilan, Batangas City 


IF you have any complaints, grievances or suggestions about the 
treatment of news and photos by the Inquirer, you may write to 
the Readers’ Advocate, Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino Roces 
Avenue, corner Yague and Mascardo Streets, City of Makati or 
‘senda fax to Nos. 897-4793, 897-4794, or e-mail readersadvo- 


cate@ inquirercom.ph 

Writers of letters to the editor are requested to include their 
complete address and telephone or pager number or e-mail ad- 
dress for verification purposes. The Inquirer will not publish 
any letter unless such information is supplied. 


Imagine these in your home. 
And they’re FREE! 


You can win a maximum 


prize refund of 


P100,000 every week! 


* For every P1,000 purchase, you get a raffle 
coupon. Fill out and drop in drop boxes 


atWilcon. Keep your sales invoice. 


There will be one winner per draw. The prize 
is а refund of purchases made at Wilcon — 


a maximum of P 100,000 in cash. 


Raffle draws will be every Sunday, 10:00 AM, 
starting October 3, 2004 until January 2, 2005. 
These will be held at the Wilcon Builders’ 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2004, 


Military probing death of Luisita peasant 


THIS has reference to the article titled “A 
solider shot me’; Luisita peasant leader 
shot dead.” (PDI, 12/10/04) 

The Northera Luzon Command (Nol- 
Com) under the leadership of Lt. Gen. 
Romeo B. Dominguez, strongly condemns 
the killing of Marcelino Beltran, a provin- 
cial leader of the Alyansang Magbubukid 
ng Tarlac and vice chair of the Anakpawis 
Party List by unidentified armed men in 
his home in Barangay San Sotero, Sta. Ig- 
nacia, Tarlac. 

However, we are deeply saddened by 
the accusations pointing to the military as 
behind his murder, which have no basis 
other than the victim's supposed state- 
ment that a "soldier" (clad in "military 
uniform") shot him. There have been 
many instances in the past when NPA ter- 
rorists used military uniforms to pass 
themselves off as members of the Armed. 
Forces ofthe Philippines. 

Foul accusations of alleged human 
rights violations by Army soldiers have 
not only caused demoralization among 
‘our troops but also served as a platform 
‘upon which anti-military groups and indi- 
viduals undermine the integrity and re- 


spectabllity of the AFR : 

Dominguez has already directed 7th 
Infantry Division Commander Maj. беп. 
Romeo Tolentino and 703rd Infantry 
Brigade Commander Pedro Curva ко соп” 
duct a thorough investigation regarding 
the alleged involvement of an Army unit 
under the 7th Infantry Division and to ful- 
ly cooperate in the investigation being 
conducted by the PNP Tarlac and NBI in 
the event they will conduct a separate 
probe оп the incident. 

Ler it be known that the AFP is fully 
committed to uphold the human rights of. 
every citizen, enemies of the state includ- 
ed. The full force of our law under the ex- 
isting military justice system shall be im- 
posed if anyone of our soldiers is found: 
guilty of violating human rights. 

The teaching of human rights princi 
ples is also part and parcel of the educa- 
tion and training curricula of all AFP 
learning institutions. 

—PREME R MONTA, LTC (INF) PA, 
Command Information Office, 
Northern Luzon Command, 
Camp Gen. Servillano Aquino, 
San Miguel, Tarlac City 


Sense of country 


tive. However, 


nationalism. 


Prayer power 


ters in the countryside. 


anxiety in our hearts. 


THE EXECUTIVE order issued by 
Manila Mayor Lito Atienza requir- 
ing all malls in Manila to play the 
national anthem at opening and 
closing time every business day 
(PDI, 12/1/04) has a noble objec- 
is doubtful that it 
will succeed in inculcating nation- 
alism among mall-goers in Manila 
or among Filipinos, for that matter. 

Nationalism cannot be forced 
upon anybody by executive order 
or legislation. It comes naturally 
from the heart. It is an emotion or 
feeling that needs no inducement. 

Another reason for pessimism is 
the fact that extreme personalism, 
the strongest weakness of the Fil- 
ipino character, easily overpowers 


In 1987, the Senate created а 
task force to conduct an inquiry 
into the strengths and weaknesses 
of the Filipino character with a 
view to solving the social ills and 
strengthening the nation's moral 
fiber. The inquiry came up with a 
remarkable report that could have 
served as the basis for a moral re- 
covery program. But nationalism 
was not listed in the report as 
among our strengths; in fact. ex- 
treme personalism was consid- 
егей our foremost weakness. 

Т ат not aware of the fate of 
that report. It must have gone the 
‘way of good intentions that never 
saw true flowering. Now, a com- 
mission for values formation has 
been created by the administra- 

And Atienza has launched 
ilusang Pilipinas Kong Ma- 
hal" that seeks to revive national- 
istic fervor in Filipinos. The theme 
of last year's national day celebra- 


ОМ THE NIGHT of Dec. 2, the cell 
phone was used to pass on prayer 
requests and prayers for God's in 

tervention as super typhoon Yoy- 
ong approached. Yoyong was 
spotted on satellite imagery to be 
larger than the Philippines, and 
much, much stronger than the last 
storm, Winnie which had wreaked 
havoc upon several provinces, 
causing untold misery to our al- 
ready suffering brothers and sis- 


Projected to make landfall that 
evening, Yoyong was also forecast 
to linger till the afternoon of the 
following day. Because of this, 
Yoyong brought so much fear and 


Tn our helplessness, we turned 
to God. Because we believed, then 


Best way to avoid HIV/AIDs 


WE read with concer the article on 


tion was “Bayan Ko, Sagot Ko." Its 
objective was basically similar to 
Atienza’s. Regrettably, all these 
idealistic intentions have to con- 
tend with old habits that die hard. 
T have observed that we cannot 
even wear our nationalism on our. 
sleeves. Last week, 1 went to the 
mall to watch a movie. When the 
national anthem was played on the 
screen, the moviegoers could hard- 
ly stand erect. 1 could not believe 
that 1 was the only one mumbling 
the lyrics of our anthem with my 
right hand placed on my left breast: 
This is in sharp contrast to the 
nationalism of the people of the 
countries where I had served as a 
diplomat. In Hungary, а former 
communist country, my wife and 1 
made ita point to attend the Sun: 
day Mass at the ornate Catholic 
church in downtown Budapest, 
‘The end of the Mass was always 
accentuated by the singing of the 
Hungarian national anthem titled 
"Himnus," which has а religious 
tone, We were simply over: 
whelmed by the fervor with which 
the churchgoers sang the anthem." 
1 also admire the passion of the 
South Koreans, another people with 
а strong sense of nationalism, in 
singing their national anthem. [was 
envoy го Seoul from 1999 until my 
retirement from the foreign service 
last year and have seen how mation- 
айтп contributed to Korea's eco- 
nomic growth and dynamism. 
Exposure to other countries 
and people makes us appreciate 
the importance of Filipino nation- 
alism or lament the lack of it. 
—JUANITO P JARASA, 
jjarasaGeasycall.com.pl 


as now, that super typhoon Уоуг 
ong would be no match to the 
power of prayer For no matter 
how softly we whisper our prayer 
10 God, if it is coming from the 
heart, He will listen. That night we 
asked Him fora miracle. 

Instantly, texters and textmates 
became a “prayer army.” 

And God answered our prayers. 
‘That what we expected and pre- 
pared for did not come to pass 
proves once again that "with God 
nothing is impossible." 

“The Lord has done great things 
for us, let us rejoice and be glad!” 
Let us be thankful unto God and 
bless His Мате, 

—НАММАН LILIAN M. VICENTE 
46 Sunburst St., SSS Village, 
1811 Marikina City 


the use of condoms is not enough 


Depot Main Office in Libis, Quezon City. 
Promo begins on September 24, 2004. 

їс ends on January 1, 2005 in Metro Manila 
and December 31, 2004 in Davao. 


“MTY Staying Alive Music Summit 
For HIV/AIDS,” which was staged 
оп Dec. 1 at the Bonifacio Global 
City Open Field with Frenzy Con- 
doms, UNAIDS and Globe Gentxt as 
sponsors. (PDI, 11/13/04) 

МТУ believes that generating 
awareness about the threats of 
HIV/AIDS will save the youth 
from harm. One of йз sponsors, 
Frenzy Condoms, says, “The cor- 
rect and consistent use of con- 
doms is the most basic HIV pre- 
vention approach.” 

We believe events such as this. 
mislead our youth into compla- 
cency about HIV/AIDS and what 
condoins can do. A document re- 
cently published by Lancet, a pres- 
tigious medical magazine and 
signed by experts from 36 coun- 
tries, recognizes for the first rime. 
that abstinence and fidelity are 
key to stopping the spread of 
AIDS. Uganda President Yoweri 
Museveni, representatives of the 
World Bank and of the Global 
Fund for Malaria, Tuberculosis 
and AIDS, and officials from five 
UN agencies are among the signa- 
tories of the statement. 

‘The experts say that HIV/AIDS 
has become a health and humani- 
тапап crisis that requires urgent 
intervention. They also say that 


to stop the spread of AIDS, and 
that abstinence should be promot- 
ed among young people who have 
mot yet engaged in sexual activity, 
emphasizing that avoiding risks is 
the best way to prevent AIDS and 
many other sexually transmitted. 
infections, as well as unwanted 
pregnancies, 

If sexual activity has already oc- 
curred, they say individuals 
should still be encouraged to re- 
turn to abstinence or mutual fi 
еу with one person as the best 
way to avoid infection. 

The experts insist that condoms 
are not 100 percent safe. "Young 
people and adults should know 
that condoms reduce the risk of, 
infection from 80-90 percent 
when they are used consistently," 
they say This means that even 
when used cach time there is sex- 
ual contact, condoms do not guar- 
antee against HIV/AIDS and other, 
diseases. 

“The experts also reminded par- 
ents of their responsibility го pass 
оп the proper values on sexual be- 
havior to their children. — , 

—MEG FRANCISCO, 
Alliance for the Family 
Foundation Philippines, 
3052 Lapu Lapu eor. Edsa, 
Magallanes, Makati City 
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DAR orders power firm 
to stop developing 
orchard farm in Aklan 


ByRectol. Vidal 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


KALIBO, Aklan—The Department 
f Agrarian Reform provincial of- 
fice has ordered Mirant Power 
Corp. to stop developing the 2.8 
hectare orchard farm as a site of 
thelr diesel-fed 5-megawatt pow- 
Èr plant in Barangay Mabilo, New 
‘Washington town. 

The cease and desist order 
(СОО) was issued on Dee. 16 and 
was signed by lawyer Daniel 
Martelino, Provincial Agrarian 
Reform Officer Il. 

Martelino told Miranit and йз 
subsidiary Toledo Holdings to stop 
developing the area within ten 
days from the receipt of the CDO. 
„ Hewamed that failure to comply 
ith the order would compel the 
DAR to file criminal charges against 
the respondents for violating Re- 
public Act 6657 or the Comprehen- 
sive Agrarian Reform Law on the 
“premature conversion" of agricul- 
tural lands into industrial estates. 

+ It was learned that Mirant 
failed to file an application for 
conversion with the DAR office 
here since it constructed its pow- 
ér plant in June 2004 despite a 
previous CDO issued by the DAR. 

Опе of the violations found by 
DAR during its investigation was 
8 land transfer transaction be- 
tween its former owner Chelma 
Reyes and the Toledo Holdings. 

"We found said transfer of prop- 
erty questionable since it has been 
fegistered with the Registry of 

eeds even without a clearance 

m DAR as mandated by the 
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DAR administrative order no.1 se- 
ries of 1989. This is an administra- 
tive offense. In other words, it has 
тог gone through the usual pro- 
cess,” said lawyer Carol Morales, 
chief legal division of DAR-Aklan. 

Documents showed that Reyes 
issued a special power of attorney 
in favor of lawyer Simonette Pe- 
тайа who executed a deed of abso- 
lute sale to Toledo Holdings. The 
lawyer is a daughter of Mayor Ed- 
mund Peralta of New Washington. 

Morales told the inoumen that the 
land transfer was registered at the 
Registry of Deeds on April 5 and 
"was approved by Fiscal Lourdes 
Quimpo Mayor under ТСТ по. 
3431. Anew land title was issued to 
Toledo Holding on the same day. 

Не said the second violation was 
the alleged "ilegal construction” of 
the power plant, which was now 
about 80 percent completed, because 
it had no approval from the DAR. 

He pointed out that Mirant al- 
so did not apply for conversion 
when it started building the pow- 
erplant in the orchard farm. 

The Inguiner learned that as 
early as May 5, the DAR had 
asked Mirant to stop developing 
the area since it had not obtained 
any clearance from the DAR but 
the latter ignored it and contin- 
чей to bring in heavy equipment 
like into the project site. 

Adrian Moncado, assistant vice 
president of Mirant Global Corp., 
told Reloj that his concerns had 
weli been noted and was assured 
that Mirant would comply with 
all the requirements for the appli- 
cation for conversion. 
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Parents storm pre-need 
educational plan office 


DAVAO CITY—Agitated by the seeming breakdown of “assur- 
ance” from the College Assurance Plan (CAP), parents of schol- 
ars of the pre-need educational plan stormed its regional office 


manager Neneng Remoroza, ac- andsolvetheproblem. — Jeffrey 
count manager, said the company Tupas, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
have available funds ` 


here Friday to demand explanation and even payment. 


This came following the receipt 
of a letter from San Pedro College 
(SPC) management, a premier 
Catholic-run private school here, 
asking the parents to settle their 
accounts for the second semester 
of the school year, which was sup- 
posed to have been shouldered by 
their CAP insurance. 

The Ateneo de Davao Universi- 
ty and the Davao Doctors College 
also earlier refused to accept CAP 
checks, and required their stu- 
dents with CAP scholarship to 
pay instead. 

"The problem was resolved with 
the students taking the responsibil 
ty of paying, with the assurance that 
CAP wili refund their payment. 


But the Inquirer learned that, 


some students have not been ге- 
imbursed the money due them. 

Tn the letter, signed by SPC pres- 
ident Sr. Aida Frencillo, parents of 
САР scholars were required to pay 
their accounts pending availablity 
of CAP funds in order not to jeopar- 
dize the operation of the school. 

Apparently, _ CAPPhilippines 
failed to pay for the enrolment, 


even the down payments, of their 
scholars enrolled in SPC. 

The letter also indicated that the 
insurance company also failed to 
“fulfil its promise to pay the ac- 
counts of CAP scholars for the first 
semester of school year 2004-2005." 

Frencillo also said that all 
checks issued by CAPPhilippines 
for the first semester accounts of 
САР scholars bounced twice due 
to insufficie 

Frencillo said they were left with 
no choice but to ask the CAP schol- 
ars themselves to pay for their 
school accounts by January next 
year. The back accounts will be col- 
lected in three equal installments 
from January to March 2005. 

"Our pending account is 
around P15,000 to P17,000 for 
the preliminary exams... and we 
аге being asked to pay it by Jan- 
wary CAP should settle this im- 
mediately or we suffer the diffi- 
culty of paying it,” a parent said. 

"We are also afraid that this 
could affect the education of our 
children," another parent said. 

But CAR through its account 


to pay for the pend- 
ing accounts of their 
scholars. 

She said they were 
still waiting for their 
share from the P110- 
million funds to be re- 
leased by the CAP 
head office in Manila 

"The P110 million is 
intended for all the 
CAP scholars nation- 
wide but the money 
will not be released in 
full. She said the CAP A 
national office would Т 
release the money in 
P25-million scheme. 

The Inguiner also 
learned that the CAP. 
regional office here 
has a pending ac- 
count of P35 million 
for all its scholars in 
this region alone. 

Remoroza- said 
CAP would imple- 
ment a ‘first come, 
first. serve’ scheme 
for the payment. 

“We are doing our 
best here to follow up 


ORIGINAL 
к 


cM M 
Жк y * 
UR 


Sen 
Jl PREMIUM 


DISTRO CHAIR BISTRO CHAIR BISTRO CHAIR 


opan! opas! 
ЕА 
CHAIR BISTRO CHAIR 


TE 


aus 
aisreo CHAIR 


HARVARD 
Eum 


SCHOLAR RUDY: 
ruby CHAIR DISTRO CHAR 


Масу BIGGER, 
BRIGHTER IMAGES 


AT. 


LO 


1250 Lemons. 
Tue SUVA 2g 


BET пм ТОР OF Your GAME WITH A PROJECTOR THAT'S BIG ON FEATURES, 
Now you can swing into winning action with bigger, brighter Images. 
and greater flexibility than ever before! Because Canon's now LV- 
X4 mult-media projector сал make your small room seem as large 
аз а fairway. Al thanks to its 1,бх wide zoom lens, the highest in 
its class, which gives you the Пехышу to project a 100-inch image 


урн 


ise 
2090 Lumens 
‘Tee SVGA- 2985 


SHORT. RANGE. 


хл 
2000 Lament 
“Tue XOA EIE 


from а distance of only 2.5m. Such freedom makes the LV-X4 tho 
top projector of Its kind, For groter professional results, check 
ош the rest of our projector rango, featuring Keystone Correction 
{or distortion-free images, and options for PC-less presentations, 
So give It your best shot by choosing Canon today, 


1725 
2500 атт. 
ле XOA. 29g 


South & Southeast Asia Reglonal Headquarters: 
Canon Singapore Pte Lid 1 HarocurFronl Avenue, #04-01, Корре! Bay Tower, Singapore 098832 wirw.canon-asla.com 
Canon Hatketing (Philippines), Inc. Marvin Plaza. 2153 Don Ghino Roces Avene, cor. VA, Rufino SL, Maat City + Tela: 812-0047 «Fax 694-4174 
‘Eat адан infocanon com ph вен zano.zomgh. 


11,000 (4 stage) 
"o Installation Feo within Moto Manto 
iy E каш Родос A Vou! & бу Talt: 911.290: 011-847 Само Ситен gum oT; 700-204; 020-0241 
ALSO AVAILABLE FOR RENTALS, арган Tes ЕЛЕ ш PA Prodata Sytem fn: 727-1900. 892800 ü 


stone ces CM bs Door 10 1P & 29 Fren Sr ade. ити Cte SI- базарды, Manan C тив: ПО 245.308 (032) MET Fr 1032 3478 «CUP B30 E Pana $ 
ree Саон И он за Cus crum ied fen Ps о. били ди, Sorda ote mmm он (T 12 212-245 
бон дна Т s eer CEA Bi rs Opa Lg et. a BODL дд a ааа Pun др Мои уна oe un Fera 
ШЕЕ ЕЕЕ 

ES : 


x 
сата Work talons 


Вогисо Conto ^ 
(“Мака Tel, nos: 643-1171 » 892-1638 * 844-0502 « 840-2527 Fax no.: 816-4881. 
Р Pampanga Tonos: (049) 981.4608 to 07, 
|-Laguna Tol. поз. (049) 834-1316 > (049) 545-0178 (040) 838.0816. 
[;Davao Tel. nos. (082) 207-7257 [8997 Cebu Tol. no. (032) 348-0060 


nm 


MA e PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


NATION. 


Across the 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2004 


Micro-finance agencies tapped to help farmers 


By Norman Bordadora 


LAND Reform Secretary Rene Vil- 
la has tapped the services of 16 
micro-finance institutions to help 
farmer-beneficiaries under the 
Comprehensive Agrarian Reform 
Program to augment their in- 
tome and dissuade them from 
belling or pawning their farm- 
Jand-benefits. 

Villa said that farmer-benefi- 
ciaries must have other sources of 


, ILOCOS SUR'S BEST 


livelihood to resist the tempta- 
tion of pawning or selling their 
farmlands if only to meet their 
needs while waiting for harvest to 
come. 

“The lack of alternative 
sources of [livelihood] forces 
some farmer-beneficiaries to 
pawn their lands. In most occa- 
sions, the farmers fail to recover 
their lands because of excessive 


form last week launched the Mi- 
crofinance Solutions Project, or 
Microsol. 

"Microsol offers small loans 
to farmer-beneficiaries, which 
they could use as starting capi- 
tal for their small businesses. 
Average amount of loan each 
farmer can apply is P8,750,” he 
said. 

Villa said that while МЕ 


farmer-benefi 

help make farmer. 

ries augment their income and 
dissuade them from pawning 
their lands. 

Villa said 16 micro-finance in- 
stitutions accredited by the Peo- 
ples Credit and Finance Corp. 
(РСРС) аге involved in the pro- 
ject, 

The PCFC will be the lead 


will provide micro-financing to 
the farmer-beneficiaries. 

Beneficiaries to the project are 
agrarian reform communities in 
17 provinces that are under the 
coverage of the Agrarian Reform 
Communities Development Pro- 
ject I (ARCDP2), a foreign-assist- 
ей project under the auspices of 
the World Bank. 

The provinces are Batanes, 


Mindoro and Albay in Luzon; 
Negros Oriental and Bohol in 
the Visayas; and Davao del 
Norte, Davao Oriental, Com- 
postela Valley, Misamis Occi- 
dental and Zamboanga del 
Norte in Mindanao. 

‘The WB-ARCDP2 has commit- 
ted P36 million to the project to 
subsidize salaries of frontline 
staff of the micro-finance institu- 


interest rates,” Villa said. 
‘The Department of Land Re- 


crosol is not a qui 
tion to the livelihood 


LEONCOSALEN APOI NORTHERN LUZON BUREAU 


‘The well-known products of locos Sur, such as tobacco, jars, tiles, garlic and others, are 
hung on this Christmas tree in front of the provincial capitol. 
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fix solu- 
issues of 


wholesale lending institution, 
while the 16 lending institutions 


Isabela, Zambales, 
Tarlac, Quezon, Occiden 


Bataan, 


tions and to provide logistics and 


tal mobility support, 


City probes Baguio water project 


BAGUIO CITY—The city council is in- 
vestigating a bulk water supply project 
here, after receiving confirmation 
from the city's water utility on Monday 
that it will need to raise P60 million а 
month to pay the winning contractor. 

Teresita de Guzman, general man- 
ager of the Baguio Water District 
(BWD), said the P60-million monthly 
fee was computed against the contrac- 
tors expenditures in pumping water 
from sources located outside the city. 

She declined to estimate the poten- 
tial water rate increase that BWD 
would need to fulfill this contract, but 
а consumer group said Baguio water 
prices could shoot up three times 
higher than the average rate of 
P29.90 per cubic meter of water. 

De Guzman said the BWD earns no 
more than P20 million а month from 
water sales because it services only 65 
percent of Baguio's 300,000 residents. 

She said BWD can only generate 
35,000 cubic meters of water a day го 
address a daily demand of 52,000 cu- 
bic meters of water, but the daily de- 
mand by 2010 could rise from 
120,000 to 150,000 cubic meters. 

То cope, the city lifestyle has adapt- 
ed to a water-rationing and water-re- 
cycling routine since 1980. 

De Guzman said that by consolidat- 
ing a bulk water supplier with its cur- 
rent water distribution system, BWD 
‘would be able to supply all areas of the 
city from eight to 12 hours a day. 


Landslide survivor sees bleak 


‘The Baguio bulk water supply pro- 
ject was started in 1997 to mitigate 
‘two decades of water rationing here. 
The project's lone bidder is Benguet 
Corp., the country’s oldest mine firm, 
which plans to convert one of its 
largest open pit mines in Itogon, 
Benguet, intoa reservoir 

Benguet Corp. has acquired water 
rights to at least 56 water sources in 
logon. 

Leopoldo Sison, Benguet Corp. 
bulk water project manager, asked 
the council to exclude the firm from 
the probe since the bidders had no in- 
fluence in the way the bulk water pro- 
ject was designed. 

Benguet Corp. was not yet a party to 
any water contract because the final 
stage of the bulk water supply bidding 
process required an evaluation of the 
firm's financial offer, Sison said. 

Benjamin Philip Romualdez, 

Benguet Corp. president, said Baguio 
residents already spend extravagant 
costs for-water. He said households 
supplement their rationed water by 
buying 10 to 30 drums of water from 
деер well operators and water delivery 
firms, in violation of BWD's franchise. 

Residents here spend an average of 
Р120 per delivery of water. Few of 
these water delivery firms are regu- 
lated, De Guzman told the council. 

“We are actually providing these 
truckers sufficient competition because 
‘we are offering 50,000 cubic meters of 


water each day for P40 or lower for ev- 
ery cubic meter of water (based on a 
ceiling provided by BWD's bid terms of 
reference)," Romualdez said. 

The ВИР? pre-qualification bids 
and awards committee had already 
disqualified Benguet Corp. in July 
over questions about the quality of its 
water source. 

But the BWD board of directors ге» 
versed the committee, after Ro- 
mualdez protested the findings and 
after the Local Water Utilities Admin- 
istration officially intervened, 

‘Some councilors questioned the pro- 
priety of these interventions because of 
their impact on BWD's track record 
with bulk water supply projects. 

BWD had first awarded the bulk 
‘water supply contract to a winning 
bidder in 1997, but the firm pulled 
our when the Asian currency crisis af- 
fected the economy. 

Mayor Braulio Yaranon has been 
pushing for a review of the bulk water 
supply project, after citing evidence 
that Baguios high rainfall average 
each year could be a sufficient source. 
for water. 

Yaranon said BWD should explore 
cheaper alternatives that would not 
require the city to buy water from oth- 
er towns. These schemes include har- 
nessing smaller reservoirs to impound 
and treat run-off rainwater. Vincent 
Cabreza and Donna Demetillo, PDI 
Northern Luzon Bureau 


prospects for siblings | 


NAGA CITY—Like а thief in the 
night, death came and claimed 
eight lives in Tinambac, Camarines 
Sur, while everyone was in deep 
sleep. 

In the wee hours of the morning 
оп Sunday, Dec. 12, the continuous 
downpour that started a day earlier 
finally unleashed its deadly force 
that collapsed a hill along the na- 
tional highway, crushing several 
houses as the landslide debris set- 
tled on the lower portion of the 
area 

Alvin Segovia, 17, who lost 
both his parents and his three 
younger siblings during the land- 
slide, could not comprehend how 
it happened even as he had heard 
about the bigger tragedy in Real, 
Quezon. 

Segovia said that without pre- 
monition or sign of danger, he and 
his family were lulled to sleep at 
about 8 p.m., as the downpour 
continued. 

“It was so sudden that I woke up 
while some villagers were already 
pulling me out of the rubble down 
the rice fields at about three in the 
morning," he said. 


Segovia, his brothers Ronnel, 1, 
Ryan, 3, and sister Ivy, 9, suffered 
only minor bruises while his brother 
Ariel, 14, broke his leg. 

His parents, Amel, 49, and 
Veronica, 37, and three other sib- 
Jings—Joven, 15, Franco, 11, and 
Jason, 7, were not as lucky. 


Responsibility 

Staring blankly on a hospital bed 
with his brother Ariel, he had no 
idea how he could survive after the. 
tragedy, now that the responsibility 
of raising the Segovia siblings rests 
on his shoulders. 

"1 have finished only my elemen- 
tary education and I am planning to 
continue my high school education 
next year. But how can 1 do it,” 
Segovia asked. 

He said their house, which was 
made of light materials, once stood 
just before a hill with sparse co- 
conut grove. The hill collapsed after 
two typhoons passed by е 
province and the soil was loosened 
by the continuous downpour on 
Saturday. 

Segovia, whose parents came 
from the neighboring province of 
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Albay, had been waiting for assis- 
tance from his relatives a day after 
thetragedy happened. ' 

He could not take care of all the | 
needs of his other siblings recuper- і 
ating in the hospital, 

Camarines Sur Gov Luis Ray- | 
mund Villafuerte Jr. extended some 
financial assistance to the Segovia | 
family and the other victims of the 
tragedy. 

He said he had already directed 
his office to extend scholarship 
grants to the Segovia siblings and 
ordered the rehabilitation of the 
area. 


Possible relocation 

He said he had also directed the 
Provincial Disaster Coordinating 
‘Council to further identify popu- 
lated areas near the hillsides 
along the highways for possible 
relocation. 

Villafuerte said the provincial 
government would also review the 
disaster response plan in Camarines 
Sur to avoid unexpected incidents 
like the tragedy that happened in 
Tinambac town. Juan Escandor Jt, 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
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CEBU CITY—Friends and political 
allies of Fernando Poe Jr. in the 
‘Visayas joined the nation in ex- 
pressing grief and sorrow over his 
death, especially since his electoral 
protest has yet to be resolved. 

Former Bohol Gov, Rene Re- 
lompagos said the death of Poe 
left hanging his quest for justice 
in his election protest case 

Relampagos, who was Роез 
provincial standard-bearer in the 
last election, said Poe's protest 
was not only intended to prove 
that he won the election but more 
importantly to lead to the prose- 
cution of those who make a mock- 
ery ofthe people's mandat 

"Т pity him. He died a frustrat- 
ed man," added Tagbilaran City 
‘Mayor Dan Lim. 

Lim, who ran and won under 
the Partido ng Masang Pilipino of 
ex-President Joseph Estrada, said 
Poe came out of his comfort zone 
to offer himself in the service of 
the Filipino people but this failed 
to materialize when the votes 
were counted. 

< Negros Oriental Rep. Emilio 

Macias Il, meanwhile, stressed it 
would stil be premature to be 
thinking of politics, especially 
talking about Poe's supposed po- 
litical successor. 

He said he did not believe that 
Sen. Edgardo Angara was speak- 
ing for the LDP when the latter 
was quoted as saying that Poe's 
wife, actress Susan Roces, may be 
drafted to head the opposition. 

Macias said the Nationalist 
People’s Coalition, of which he is 
а member, has yet to meet to dis- 
cuss the matter. 


Shock 

Other supporters of the actor 
were still in shock over his death. 

"We have lost a leader and many 
of us are demoralized,” said Boots 
Cadsawan, National President of 
the Filipinos for Peace, Justice and 
"Progress Movement (FPJMP). 

He said he does not see anyone 
among the opposition leaders 
who could match Poe's “sincerity 
to help and serve the people." 

The group, which claims to 
have six million members, sup- 
ported Poe's failed presidential 
bid in the May elections. 

Cadsawan said Poe's support- 
ers from nearby areas especially 
from Central Luzon and Southern 
Tagalog would come to the late 
action star's wake and burial set 
on Dec. 22. 

He said the action star felt “bitter” 
with the slow pace of his electoral 
protest pending before the Presiden- 
tial Electoral Tribunal (PET), which 
is constituted by the Supreme Cour. 

The ЕРЈМР last month launched 
а signature campaign calling for 


Puwede ba yon? 


the faster resolution of the protest. 
Gadsawan said they planned to 
gather one million signatures by 
late January or February next year. 

They were now unsure whether. 
to continue the campaign, said 
Cadsawan, saying they will dis- 
cuss it after Poe's burial. 

“Even if he has passed away, we 
all want to prove who really won 
the elections,” said Cadsawan. 

Poe, who lost to President 
Macapagal-Arroyo by 1.1 million 
votes in the official canvass, 
claimed the President cheated 
him in the May election. 

Mayor Ricardo Presbitero of Val- 
ladolid, Negros Occidental said a 
great injustice had been done to а 
“deserving president" of the cou 
try “Its time for the people to col- 
lectively pray for the restoration of 
the right democracy and to contin- 
ue the legacy of FPJ,” he said. 

Іп Bacolod City, Gil Arisola, FPJ 


Movement Bacolod chair, asked 
the supporters and fans of Poe to 
accept his death with open minds 
and hearts. "I personally believe 
that itis better that he is now with 
the Lord than to have survived 
and remain comatose,” he said. 

“I appeal for continuous 
prayers for FPJ and his family to 
remain strong to accept the will 
of God,” Arisola said. 

“Let us also not attach polities 
to the death of FPJ like attacking 
President Arroyo. It is not good. 
‘They should not put political col- 
or imo the death of FPJ but ac- 
cept the will of God," he said. 

"The atmosphere in the entire 
province is so gloomy and sad," said 
Nonhem Samar Gov. Raul Daza, 
the Kilusan ng Nagkaisang Pilipino 
(KNP) in Eastern Visayas. 

Poe won overwhelmingly in 
Northern Samar against closest 
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rival President Macapagal. 

Daza described Poe as aman of 
“courage” who “brought happi- 
ness to the Filipino people, spe- 

lly the masses through the 
films he starred, directed and 


him as a sincere per- 
son whose only inten- 
tion was to serve the 
people. I can say that 
he isa great loss to our 
country” said former 
Сери City Mayor Gar- 
Ча, who ran and lost 
їп his mayoral bid in 
the last elections un- 
der Poe's ticket. 

Leandro Boy Lido 
Patalinghug, а radio 
and stage drama writer 
and director in Cebu 
who chaired the FPJ 
Para sa Lahat move- 
mentin Central Visayas 
in the last elections, 
urged their different 
leaders in the Visayas 
to sponsor a Mass in 
their respective places 
for the etemal repose 
of Poe's soul. 


Good deeds 
Bacolod Mayor Eve- 
lio Leonardia, another 
political айу of Poe, 
said Poe would always 
have a place in the 
hearts of the people 
lives ће 
touched. “More than 
thehero-image he pro- 
jecred in the movies, 
his enumerable good 


efited from the good- 
ness of his golden 
heart are too many to 
count, because Ronnie 
not only gave from 
what he had, he gave 
of himself" 

To give tribute to a 
"sincere and great 
man,” former Mayor 
Alvin Garcia, who ran 
for Cebu City mayor 
under Poe's Koalisy 
ng Nagkakaisang Pi 
pino (КАР), initiated 
the celebration of a 
Mass at 6 pm. 
tonight at the Cebu 
Metropolitan Cathe- 
dral. 

Garcia said he had 
contacted Poe's sup- 
porters and fans of 
the actor to attend the 
Mass. “It is just a 


smali but fitting tribute to a great 
person," he told the нига. 

"The FPJ Para sa Lahat already 
offered a Mass last Thursday at 
the Capitol Parish Church in Cebu 
City said Leandro "Boy" Pata- 
linghug, the group's coordinator 


in Central Visayas. 

Patalinghug said that after the 
Mass which was attended by 
about 100 persons, they launched 
the signing of а manifesto, ex- 
pressing their support and sympa- 
thy to the bereaved family. 


He added the manifesto was inig 
tiated by Pio Tuadles, cousin of KNP 
defeated gubernatorial candidate 
Fred Toadies. Chito Fuentes, Alex 
Pal, Јогу Gabieta, Nestor Burgos 
Jr, Jhunnex Napallacan and Car- 
la Gomez, PDI Visayas Bureau. 
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Group wants end to Igorot begging 


By Vincent Cabreza didn't stop (the wave of beggars an independent women's devel- Mt. Province involves the first 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau fromtheCordilera)"Ramossaid. opment study at the University of beggar who accidentally fell into 
The DSWD in Metro Manila thePhilippines. this new trade when she lost her 
BAGUIO CITY—"Ma-id" isa conve- has also struggled to contain Bad- DSWD is monitoring the vil- money in a big city and imitated 
nientwordtoknow during thehol- jao and Acta beggars, because lages of Mainit, Dalic, Dalican, the town's beggars. She discov- 
days, when elderly beggars from they come in clans during the and Malibcong in Bontoc town, ered that every time she stretched 
the Mountain Province flock to tourist season, and the villages of Fidelisan, Tan- out her palm, people would give, 
cities like Baguio and Metro Manila. Ви the increase in the number ulong, Ducus and Teptepan in and she shared this detail with 
Lyn Madalang, executive direc- of Cordilleran beggars is unusual Sagada town. her friends back home,” she said. 
tor of gender rights -advocate considering that Bontoc and Madalang said some of these Madalang said Mt. Province 
group Ebgan Inc, supplied Sagada villages in Mt. Province villagers are themselves discrimi- villagers stopped short of ostra- 
tourists in Baguio this Bontoc have strict rules against begging, nated by fellow Mt. Province folk. cizing these beggars, mainly be- 
word, meaning “nothing,” but its said Madalang, “They are the backward of the cause their own families tolerate 
also handy for Metro Manila folk “A hungry family in Mt, backward (villages). Thereareno the practice. 
who are often approached by Province will never beg for food roads, there- is no government “The sons and daughters make 
Cordilleran beggars seeking acoin from а neighbor. Irs not how we presence, she said. abig show about condemning the 
ortwo"inthespiritof Christmas.” aretaised,”shesaid. | "In fact, | suspect that others practice but they share in the rice 
Tes likely thesame Cordillerans Worse, the phenomenon in- have ventured into begging using and products the elderly bring 
will be rounded up again by so- volves elderly women, the very the names of these communities home from begging in Metro 
cial workers before Christmas, people who are expected to en- because people already злуе йет Manila,” she said. 
but not before they have man- shrine the community's history that reputation,” she added, Ramos said DSWD had tried to 
aged to earn enough ко уе on for and protect theirrituals,shesaid, Madalang said residents in address this phenomenon by un- 
a month, said Madalang. "Bontocs have engaged other cities, where these beggars find dertaking a community shame 
"Andithastostop, shesaid. ^ (Cordillera) tribes in arguments themselves in during Christmas, campaign. 
‘TheDepartment ofSocial Welfare about begging. An Ifugao once have already formed tales about “Ме even posted signs waming 
and Development has about given challenged (ту friend) Ben how rich and powerful these people not to give to the beggars, 
‘upon indigenous Filipinos who vit Longid that Bontoc beggars have Cordillera women reallyare. — — butthehuman rights sector felt that 
Metro Manila tobeg, wheneveryone shamed the whole Igorot commu- Мапу of the beggars profiled, it (violated) their rights,” she said. 
is expected to be generous. nity, and (Longid) kept protesting by Scott’s and Ramos’ studiesap- The governments response to 
Last year, the DSWD returned that Bontocs (of Mt. Province) pear to have “families in Baguio, indigenous Filipino beggars is 
32 beggars to the Cordillera. The wouldn't do that," Madalang said, and are well-off because they short-term because it fails to de- 
number was a big increase from Both governmentand academ- have houses, they are well fed цес: the cultural deterioration in- 
the six Mt. Province elders who іс surveys, however, confirm this and have professionals for sons volved in the problem, she added. 
are known to frequent Metro accusation, she said, and daughters.” "Old Igorot women are never 
Manila during the holidays, said Ramos said much of their data “When Scott traced three of expected to forget their cultural 
Mandy Ramos, officer in charge have not been validated because her respondents back to their values, but we have Igorot carolers 
of the DSWD Cordillera Crisis In- beggars they interview "tend to home villages, she validated the now who play gongs in violation of 
tervention Unit. mislead us." (tales). They had houses. They old ritual practices. They try to cir- 
"The Metropolitan Manila Devel- Вис the Mt. Province villages merely found a lucrative way of cumvent that by playing tin cans 
opment Authority detained these goverrment was referred to are earning when the plantingseason instead of authentic gongs, but 
sixold women in 2002, she said."It the same villages tracked down was over,” Madalang said. they still wear traditional g-strings 
was so traumatic for them, but it by Jeanette Palangchao-Scott, for "Опе consistently told story in to attract attention,” she said. 


Cebu bishop stops holding pre-dawn Mass 


CEBU CITY—Tor the first time inthe angioplasty surgery that he акау said Vidal had been do- Mandaue Cit 
18 years, Cebu Archbishop Ricar- went through recently in Manila, ing this since 1986, a year after Dakay said Vidal would still be 
do Cardinal wil not be officiating Cardinal Vidal had been offici- he became a cardinal in 1985. observing the dawn Masses at the 
his traditional Misa de Gallo or ating Misa de Gallo to different Аѕ to parishes who wanted to archbishop residence here. 
pre-Christmas dawn Masses in parishes foreach day of thedawn have the prelate officiate their Vidal flew to Manila on Nov. 25 
* e | the various parishes іп the Massesheldninedaysprior tothe dawn Mass, Сакау said they  toundergoangloplasty a procedure 
province. Christmas eve Mass. would send one of the archdio- hatunclogstheheartsartries. 
ONE OF AKIND Nwiogsusonsetroisouriemuuzonsuneay | — Msgr Achilles Dakay, the media Тһе prelate had usually been cese’s three other bishops—Bish- — Dakay said the operation was 
This Christmas tree made of teel, about 15 meters high andthe ' liaison officer of the Cebu Arch- holding the Misa de Gallo in op Julito Cortes of Sto. Rosario conducted last Saturday at the 
only one ofits kind in Bicol, is adorned with 65,000 multicolored diocese, said the prelate was ad- parishes outside of Metro Ce- Parish in Cebu City, Bishop Emilio Chinese General Hospital and it 
lights. vised by hisdoctorto take arestso bu—traveling from one town to Bataclan of Carcar and Bishop Vi- was very successful, Jhunnex Na- 
—] that he could fully recover from the next for nine days, cente Manuel of Casuntingan, pallacan, PDI Visayas Bureau 
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Prepare for flash floods, Quezon execs advised. 
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Muslim pilgrimage 
COTABATO СІТҮ—Ма 
facafiang has named 
Maguindanao Gov. 
Datu Andal Ampatuan 
Sr. as Presidential 
Representative to the 
hajj (pilgrimage) 
3 | Journey to the Saudi 

RU fi ^ Arabian cities of Mec- 
NN ЕЛА. caand Madina on the 

Ji ЕЛА first week of January. 

Maguindanao Rep. 
Simeon Datumanong hand-carrled Thursday to 
Ampatuan a memorandum signed by President 
Macapagal-Arroyo, designating him "Presiden- 
tial Representative to the 2005 HaljPligrim- 
аде." The President also named Sulu Rep. 
Hussin Amin as Amirul Hajj or leader of Filipino 
pligrims. Despite economic difficulties, thou- 
sands of Muslim Filipinos are expected to Join 
the hajj, which has rituals for repentance and 
salf atonement. 
Nash Maulana, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Village watchman slain 
BANGUED, Abra—A barangay tanod (village 
watchman) was killed while his companion was 
‘wounded on Monday when they were attacked by 
alone gunman in La Paz town. Police sald Rening 
Ola, 44, died instantly while his companion, Feliza 
Ola, 66, was taken to the Abra Provinclal Hospital. 
‘The gunman escaped. 

Artha Kira Paredes, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


Solcom denies shooting 
LUCENA CITY—Southern Luzon Unified Com- 
mand chief Maj. Gen, Pedro Cabuay denied that 
government solers were behind the shooting of 
an activist during a Human Rights Day rally on 
Dec. 10 in Dast, Camarines Norte. Edmundo Sal- 
cedo was killed during the Incident, which also 
wounded four people, including two children. 
Cabuay formed а fact-finding committee and 
named Brig. Gen. Ramon Santos, Solcom's 
deputy commander, to head it. 

Delfin Mallari Jr, PD! Southern Luzon Bureau 


Mindoro gov buried 
CITY OF CALAPAN—Thousands of people 
joined the funeral of Oriental Mindoro Gov. 
Bartolome Marasigan Sr., at the Calapan 
Memorial Ground on Dec. 9. He dled of lung 
cancer and pneumonia on Dec. 1 at the St. 
Luke's Hospital. From the Jose Leido Jr. 
Memorial National High School, the remains 
of the governor was brought to the provincial 
capitol, Barlolome's casket was pulled by a 
carabao, symbolic of his campaign slogan, 
"Gobernador ng Maralita.” 

Madonna Virola, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Relief for Mangyans 


CITY OF CALA- 
PAN—More than 
1,450 packs of assort- 
ed goods were dis- 
tributed to victims of 
Typhoon "Unding" 
among the Mangyans 
їп Bait, Panaytayan in 
Mansalay and resi- 
dents їп Barangays 
Mabuhay, Uyao and 
Camatigue In Roxas 
town, all of Oriental 
Mindoro on Sunday, The goods were collected 
from the 4-day telethon called Oplan Sagip 
Bayan, Sagip Panlalawigan on TVNet immedi- 
ately after the calamity that left thousands 
homeless. The program was coordinated by the 
provinclal government and cause-orlented 
Groups and individuals. 
Madonna Virola, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Relief goods sent 

CLOSE to 40,000 familles in typhoon-ravaged 
areas of Quezon, Aurora, Nueva Ecija and the 
Camarines provinces have benefited from the 
disaster response that San Miguel Corp. (SMC) 
immediately launched following the govern- 
ments call for relief assistance in areas rav- 
aged by several typhoons recently, according 
toa naws release. Loss than 24 hours after 
Yoyong made landfall in Aurora, SMC mobi- 
Пага Its resources to distribute about 25,000 
boxes of four- and six-liter of distilled water 
and 4,300 boxes of corned beef in pouches and 
in cans. "We were moved by reports from our 
tleld personnel that many of the typhoon vic- 
tims have not eaten for days and sorely lack 
potable drinking water," sald Camille Bue- 
aventura, SMC Social Development manager. 
The relief goods were sent through ABS-CBN, 
СМА? and ABC-5. 


Hot logs seized 
COTABATO CITY—Forest rangers and the mlli- 
tary selzed suspected illegally cut logs during 
а Joint operation on Dec. 14 ina remote village 
In Matanog, Maguindanao, officials sald. The 
1005, numbering about 2,122, were aban- 
doned near the boundary of Maguindanao and 
Lanao del Sur, according to Най]! Капа! Ked- 
tag, Maguindanao’s first district community 
environment and natural resources officer 
(Genro). No ane was arrested In Ihe early 
morning raid, which Kedtag and Col. Feliciano 
Hernandez of the 64th Infantry Battalion, led. 
Kedtag sald this was his office's biggest ap- 
prehension in the region, "since the ARMM 
(Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao) 
came into existence in 1986.” 

Nash Maulana, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


M. Balbin; 21 
BAGUIO CITY— Melody Balbin, 21, younger sis- 
tar of ношпа Ilocos Sur correspondent Leoncio 
Balbin Jr., died of bacterial infection in the brain 
‘on Dec. 13 at the Bagulo General Hospital and 
‘Medical Center. Her body lies at the family home 
In Candon City, Interment will be announced tater. 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


LUCENA CITY—Be prepared for flash 
floods and landslides, а Pampanga- 
based non-government organization 
and veteran of lahar-disaster manage- 
ment advised local government offi- 
cials in calamity-stricken Quezon 
towns. 

Eugene Orejas, executive director of 
the Central Luzon Center for Emergen- 
cy Aid and Rehabilitation (Concern), 
called on government officials of Real, 
Infanta and General Nakar to establish 
flash floods and watch points in the up- 
stream of the rivers. 

Orejas said the monitoring posts 
should be equipped with communica- 
tions facilities with enough warning 
systems to prevent the loss of lives 
should there be a repeat of similar 
tragedies that struck the areas more 
than two weeks ago. 

Orejas and his group formed 
“Oplan Sagip Bayan” that stayed in 
north Quezon last week and distribut- 


ed relief goods among Dumagat na- 
tives. 

He said they were in Infanta on 
Friday when’ panic swept the town 
from tumors of overflowing Agus 
River. 

“You just can't leave the residents to 
fend-for themselves every time ca- 
lamity strikes," he said over the 
phone. 

His group formed grassroots-based 
disaster response organizations 
among the Dumagats that would 
drafta disaster preparedness plan, he 
said. 

"The local governments should for- 
mulate a similar plan for the entire 
locality especially along the areas 
that are prone to disasters,” Orejas 
said. 

The Mt. Pinatubo explosion ја 
1991 left lessons from which Central 
Luzon residents and local govern- 
ment officials could build on to save 


lives and properties, he said. 

“Like lahar, landslides are triggered 
bystrong rains." 

Both landslides and flash floods 
could recur in an area with the denud- 

d condition of Sierra Madre, he said. 
here is no reason to be compla- 
cent." 

He added: "The Mt. Pinatubo experi- 
ence showed that no or fewer lives 
would be wasted or maimed when peo- 
ple are prepared. The same experience 
also showed that risks are greatly re- 
duced when people get the correct in- 
formation in time to get out of harm's 
way.” 

Their experience also showed that 
the vulnerability of the people are 
greatly reduced if local government of- 
ficials exercise leadership in disaster 
management and mitigation. 

“Like in Mt. Pinatubo, the Oplan 
Sagip Bayan strongly urged local offi- 
cials in northern Quezon to identify 
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the villages that are high risl to floods. 
and landslides and relocate the resi- 
dents. 

As the relocation is being done, 
Orejas said the rehabilitation of farms 
and fishing grounds should also start 
to help calamity victims cope fast with 
the disaster. "Making the victims rely 
on relief goods for a long time will on 
ly create a sense of dependence," he’ 
said. 4 

‘And because rehabilitation work en- 
tails so much resources that are beyond 
the local government's capacity, Orejas 
advised that it would be wise for thena- 
tional government to direct rehabilita- 
tion funds to local government units, y 
and non-government and people's or- 
ganizations. 

"The local government unit in turn 
should maximize resources and not al-, 
low any form of corruption of preciousté 
public funds,” Orejas said. Delfin Mal-3 
lari Jr, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 8 
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2 suspects in killing of Dolphy grandson arrested Filmfest 


By Edson С. Tandoc Jr. 


POLICE have arrested two sus- 
pects in the killing of Jelom Carlo 
Quizon, grandson of comedy king 
Dolphy. 

The suspects: Jerome Flores, 
23, and Alger Magdaraog, 21, 
however, denied allegations that. 
they were among five young men 
"who shot Quizon Saturday. 

Quizon, 14, died of a gunshot 
wound in the abdomen after as- 
sallants on а tricycle opened fire at 

im and his two friends in Baran- 
‘gay La Loma at about 5:30 a.m. 

His two friends were wounded 
in the incident but have been re- 
portedly declared out of danger 

Members of the Central Police 
District (CPD) Station 1 in La Lo- 
тпа arrested Flores Saturday af- 
ternoon in Caloocan City after a 

ess tagged him as among the 
suspects, 

Police later arrested Mag- 
daraog when the latter went to 
the police station to visit Flores. 

CPD Director Nicasio Radovan 
told the Inquien that a witness 
positively identified the two as 
among the five suspects who at- 
tacked Quizon’s group. 

Flores and Magdaraog admit- 


ted that they were members of 
the True Brown Style group, а 
self-styled street gang in La Loma 
and Caloocan City. 

Quizon, the two said, was a 
member of their rival group Tem- 
ple Street Trece. 

However, they denied they 
were among those who shot 
Quizon. 

Flores said he was at home 
sleeping at the time of the attack 
because he was drunk the night 
before. 

Magdaraog said he did not 
know Quizon personally. 

A day after the killing of 
Quizon, another teener was slain 
ina gang war in Manila. 

Randel Tanjeco of Batangas 
Line, San Andres Bukid, Manila, 
was shot after his gang clashed 
with a rival group on Pedro Gil 
Street in Paco at 5:50 a.m. 

Police said the two groups 
were first reported to have en- 
gaged in a stone-throwing inci- 
dent before someone fired a 
homemade shotgun. 

Tanjeco was hit with three pel- 
Jets in the chest and arm. 

Both gangs had just attended 
Dawn Mass at the Paco Catholic 
Church. With Tarra Quismundo 


“WE DIDN'T doit.’ Jerome Flores (left) and Alger Magdaraog, the two suspects in the shooting and killing 
of Dolphy grandson jelom Carlo Quizon, are presented to media after their arrest Saturday afternoon. 
UOTE 


Drug laboratory suspect escapes 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


THE PHILIPPINE Drug Enforce- 
ment Agency (PDEA) is on the 
spot, again. 

After it was blamed for the di 
missal of charges against two Chi 
mese men caught allegedly oper- 
ating an illegal drugs laboratory 
inside the Multinational Village 
in Paraftaque City last year, the 
PDEA has lost another suspect in 

+ asimilar raid last November. 

LiZhong Hong, alias James Mi- 
п, who was arrested last month 
in another alleged drug laborato- 
iy in Multinational Village, es- 
taped from his detention cell at 
the ground floor of the PDEA 


Filipino 
invention 
goes global 


DISTRIBUTORS from six nations 
have taken interest in a Filipino 
gas saving device and have 
signed contracts to sell the gadget 
in their respective countries. 
^ Representatives from Gasgad- 
get SL (Spain), PT Era Setia Aba- 
di (Indonesia), Carnot Air Con- 
ditioning and Refrigeration 
(Marianas Islands), Harish J. 
Jadwani (India), МАЕ AL ВАЈНІ 
EST FOR TRADING (Saudi Ara- 
bia), and VL Khaos (Oceania) 
Pry Led. (Australia) recently 
signed a contract for the sale of 
the Khaos Super Turbocharger in 
their countries. 

‘The contract signing was held 
at the Inventionhaus Internation- 
al Corporation (ИС) Head Office 
at the President's Tower, Timog 
Avenue, Quezon City. ПС manu- 
factures the gas-saving device in- 
vented by jeepney driver-turned- 

y Inventor Pablo Planas. 

Inastatement, Isko Catibayan, 

ICC vice president for sales, said 
that with the setting up of six in- 
stallation sites and 78 dealerships 
covering the whole Philippines, 
the company was now focused on 
expanding internationally. 
. Khaos is an instrument at- 
ached to a gasoline engine. Its 
makers say the gadget facilitates 
ges savings by controlling the 
mixture of air and fuel, resulting 
in optimal efficiency. 

‘Tests conducted by the Depart- 
ment of Science and Technology, 
the Department of Energy and 
the Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources showed 
savings of 15 to 50 percent of 
gasoline consumption for car en- 
gines with Khaos. 

‘Also, harmful emissions were 
greatly lessened after the gadget 
‘was installed in the test engines, 

Catbayan has disclosed that 

* they were currently working on a 
device for diesel engines. 


Metro Manila Regional Office in 
Quezon City. 

A PDEA report said Li escaped 
by destroying the grill cover of 
the exhaust fan in his cell. 

But PDEA chief Anselmo 
Avenido Jr. himself said yesterday 
that he found the report incredi- 
ble. 

"Its a very mysterious escape,” 
he said in a radio interview. “It's 
very likely that someone from the 
PDEA helped him escape through 
the gate.” 

Avenido said he was so angry 
over the escape that he kept POI 
Frederick Placido, the lone guard 
‘watching the PDEA cell that time, 
in the cell where Li had stayed. 


He also placed under technical storehouse where théy had been А second angle, that Li had 
arrest Chief Insp. Dante Gacadan, placed for safekeeping. connived with a PDEA man, got a 
officer in charge of the PDEA cus- РОЗ Reynaldo Arojado discov- boost from Joy Acuin, night-shift 
todial group, and РО Rolando етей that Li was missing at 5:45 guard at the parking area. 
Duazo, the other guard who was pm. Acuin said he was inspecting 
supposed to Бе on duty during Ап ocular inspection of Li'sde- the area at about 3 a.m. when he 
the escape. tention cell showed that the hori- noticed a “slender male person” 

Li was no ordinary detainee. zontal steel bar covering a small who appeared to have been 

‘Suspected of working fora big- exhaust fan had been sawed off. “waiting for somebody" while 
time drug ring, he wasarrested at — ButassumingthatLicouldpos- standing near a car parked in 
the alleged shabu laboratory оп sibly fit his S-foot-6 frame at the front of the PDEA headquarters. 
Nazareth Street, Multinational small opening, the route would “He did not bother го check or 
Village, last month. have been “hazardous,” Avenido confront the person because he 

The house yielded a huge vol- said in a statement. thought he was a PDEA person- 
ume of chemicals used in manu- “If the escapee used this, he nel,” Avenido said. “But it is pos- 
facturing high-grade shabu. could (have been) seriously in- sible that the person could be the 
Some of the ingredients were jured because he would be jump- detainee who might have slipped 
subsequently destroyed by a fire ing a height equivalent to three through the door while the guard 
that mysteriously gutted the stories.” was asleep.” 


3-years-old and fighting 


By jerry Esplanada construction firm First Balfour, 
Hombrebueno has learned 
THIS Christmas, Ma. Carmela from Dr. Vincent Aba, Migui’s pe- 
Hombrebueno, a single parent diatrician, that “getting a com- 
from Taguig, is hoping for a mira- patible donor (for the bone mar- 
de for Miguel Angelo, the row transplant) isn'teasy.” 
youngest of her four children. "The transplant (preferably 
*Migui" who is only 3 years froma sibling) was the suggested 
old, isafflicted with JMML,arare treatment. it's not the cure, but it 
form of leukemia. could prolong my son's life,” she 
The young boy has only nineto said. 
12 months to live—“even earlier — Migui has a sister, Mica, who is 
if he fails to undergo а much- 15, and two older brothers, lan 
needed bone marrow trans. and Hans, whoare 12 and 10. 
plant,” his attending physician at — "Butits not a sure thing. If we 
the Medical City hospital in Pasig fail ro get a match, we'll have to 
City had told his mom. seek the help of St. Luke's Medi- 
Cure for JMML, short for juve- cal Center, which normally does 
nile myelomonocytic leukemia, is out-of-country search for bone 
not common, according to,the marrow donors,” said Hombre- 
White Plains, New York-based bueno. 
Leukemia and Lymphoma Soci. Неге, only St. Luke's and the 
ety or LSS. Asian hospital, both in Metro 
Тһе disease has been “resistant Manila, conduct bone marrow 
to chemotherapy. Improvement transplants. 
insurvival occursafterastem cell When interviewed, Hombre- 
transplantation from a compati- bueno confided that Migul’s treat- 
blesibling. ment had depleted her savings. 
"The median survival of pa- Chemotherapy drugs cost 
tients with JMML is usually less P10,000 to P15,000 per treat- 
than two years,” said an LSS fact ment. Migui has just started his 
sheet obtained by Hombrebueno. first chemotherapy session which 
Despite the scant reasons for lasts for five days. The next ses- 
hope, Hombrebueno is not giving sion follows alter 28 days. 
up. Soon, the Hombrebuenos will 
ЗА miracle is always possible. need to spend at least P45,000 
1 Ive been praying for one since per session of the more "aggres- 
Migui was hospitalized Nov. 24," sive” chemo treatments. 


SANTA bear keeps Migui company at the hospital. said the executive secretary ofthe According to the LLS fact sheet 


By Margaux С. Ortiz 


‘THE SHOW must goon. 

Despite the recent death of ac- 
tor Fernando Poe Jr., Metropoli- 
tan Manila Development Author- 
ity (MMDA) Chair Bayani Fernan- 
do said there was no reason for it 
to affect the holding of the Metro + 
Manila Film Festival (MMFF) this 
year. 

“We are even looking for a 
higher income this year 
do, also the MMFF chair, said ina 
phone interview. 

He declared, “The movies аге! 
improving in terms of quality and - 
entertainment.” : 

Fernando stressed that since he 
became MMDA and MMFF chair 
three years ago, the film festivals“ 
income had been improving. 

“The festival earned P350 mil- 
lion last year and we are looking + 
at earning half a billion this year,” 
the MMDA chair said. 

Fernando said the MMFF Pa- 
rade of Stars would be held as 
scheduled on Dec. 24, with the x 
festival's eight floats passing $ 
through White Plains via Edsa, 
Araneta Center in Cubao, Quezon 
‘Avenue, Magsaysay Boulevard, 
Nagtahan, Pres. Quirino Avenue,- 
Roxas Boulevard, to Aliw Theater 
at the Cultural Center of the s 
Philippines Complex. t 

The MMDA-Traffic Operations 
Center will deploy 162 traffic per- 
sonnel, including 26 motorcycle 
escorts. 

The MMDA-Traffic Enforce- 
ment Group and the National 
Capital Region Police Office, on 
the other hand, will deploy 240 
traffic officers for crowd control. 

Poe, known as the King of 
Philippine Movies, had been a' 
key figure in past MMFFs with his 
movies, especially that of the 
"Ang Panday” series. 


leukemia 


furnished to the Inquiner, “infants 
with JMML fail to thrive." 

"Enlargement of the liver may 
occur while enlargement of the 
spleen occurs in virtually every 
case,” itsaid. 

Both Migui’s liver and spleen 
are already infected, his morher 
disclosed as she also showed the 
kid's bloated belly. 

JMML "represents about 1.5- 
percent of childhood leukemias. 
it occurs most often in infants and 
children under 4 years of age. 

“The blood cell and bone mar- 
tow findings are similar in some 
respects 00 adult — chronic 
myelomonocytic leukemia. Both 
disorders are cancers that origi- 
nate in a marrow cell that normal- 
ly functions to form blood cells. 

Migui was in a bad mood dur- 
ing our recent visit. Apparently ir- 
ritated and in pain, he kept on 
tossing and turning in his hospital 
bed. 

But to everybody's surprise, 
the kid soon relaxed, cuddled his + 
toy “Santa bear" and gamely 
posed for several shots taken by 
iugum photographer Joseph 
Agcaoili 

"We hope he'd be able to beat" 
the tough odds and Migui’s re- 
markable recovery begins real" 
soon, Ler's all hope and pray for a 
miracle," Hombrebueno told us 
while we were about to leave the. 
boy's room. 


Choosy cabbies? Here are tips from the Manila police 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


"WITH most people storming 
malls and commercial centers 
this Christmas, the demand for 
taxis will certainly be high. 

However, as in the experience. 
of many cab-riders in recent 
years, some taxi drivers may take 
to choosing their passengers. 

Some may even refuse to con- 
vey commuters to places which 
they perceived to be choked in 
traffic, 

‘And when these cabbies do 


agree to drive passengers to“im- victimized by such drivers. violation ticket. 

Possible" places, some drivers They can ask the police for If no policemen is nearby, the 

may do it in exchange for an ille- help against abusive drivers and passenger can take down the 

gally charged fee. there are complaints they сап taxis name and plate number 
Sen. Manny Villar, chair of the file, said Supt. Arturo Pagli- and goto the police. 

Senate committee on public or- nawan, General Assignment Sec- "Тһе passenger can file a com- 

дет, said these practices shouldbe tion chief of the Western Police plaint of refusing to convey a pas- 

stopped. District. senger against the driver. That is 
he senator explained that — Paglinawan said that when a acrime,"hesaid. 

these practices defeat the pur- taxi driver rejected a passenger — Paglinawan said the practice of 

pose of the existence of taxis, on unreasonable grounds, the not using the meter and asking 

which is to provide quick, avail- passenger could call the attention for a specific fare, known as 

able and convenient means of ofany nearby policeman or traffic “pagkokontrata,” could also be 

transportation. enforcer and ask him to accost used asa basis for a complaint be- 
But commuters need not be the driver or to issue him a traffic cause it would be tantamount to 


refusing to convey passenger. 

He added that though the сог, 
responding penalty for such an” 
offense was light, at least it would... 
teach the driver a lesson. 

Paglinawan said the police 
could forward the said complaint 
to the Land Transporation Office,” 
which would, in turn, impose ad- 
ministrative sanctions like the sus-* 
pension of te driver's license. 

But he said the passenger must 
be willing to file and pursue the: 
complaint so that the erring driv- 
erwould change his ways. 
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Report: 17 govt 
Metro offices reek 
of formalin gas 


By Blanche S. Rivera. 


NEXT time you visit your local reg- 
istry of deeds and smell something 
like formaldehyde, you're probably 
right. 

A study by the Occupational Safe- 
ty and Health Center revealed that 
there is a very high concentration of 
formaldehyde in Metró Manila's 17 
local government units. 

Ап unacceptable amount of 
formaldehyde—the liquid form of 
which is commonly known as forma- 
lin and is used in preserving human 
remains—was found in the engi- 
neering departments, local registry 
and treasury offices of 25 of 51 city 
government agencies covered by the 
OSHC study. 

In a report to Labor Undersecre- 
tary Manuel Imson, the OSHC said 
that 10 treasury offices, nine local 
civil registry and six engineering de- 
partments in Metro Manila have ex- 
ceeded the threshold limit value 
(TLV) for formaldehyde. 

“A possible explanation for this is 
that 47 percent of the buildings 


UE kicks Mandaluyong streets 


off nat'l 
writing tilt 


AMID reports that the country’s 
students are lagging behind in 
science and technology, the Uni- 
versity of the East has launched 
the 1st University of the East Sci- 
Tech Essay Writing Contest. 

The contest forms part of UE's 
efforts to tap the science and 
technology potential of young Fil- 
ipinos in the 21st century. The 
university is in the process of re- 
engineering itself to make all its 
course offerings more relevant to 
the needs of the knowledge soci- 
e. 

Open nationwide to fourth 
year high school students who 
are graduating in March 2005, 
the writing tile’s goal is to foster a 
deeper appreciation for science 
and technology among Filipino 
youth. 

Interested parties will discuss 
"The Importance of Science and 
Technology Education" in an arti- 
de. 

UE will consider only entries 
that are original, written in En- 
glish, 1,000 to 1,500 words in 
length, unpublished, typewritten 
and double-spaced. 

To qualify students must fill up 
and submit ап entry form available 
atthe Office of the Dean, College of 
‘Ans and Sciences, with contact 
numbers 735-8539 and 735-5471 
1082 locals 368 and 369. 

All entries should bear a sepa- 
rate page indicating the contes- 
tant’s full name, contact num- 
bers, address, school and school 
address. 

Each high schoo! may field a 
maximum of two contestants 
Only one entry per person will be 
accepted. 

Deadline for submission of es- 
says is Feb. 15, 2005. Entries тау 
Бе e-mailed as an attachment to 
ueQeduc.com.ph, or mailed to the 
attention of Ms. Carmelita S. Flo- 
res, Dean, College of Arts and Sci- 
ences, University of the East, 2219 
Claro M. Recto Avenue, Manila. 

Entries will be judged based on 
substance and originality of think- 
ing (40 percent), writing style (20 
percent), grammar, and composi- 
tion (20 percent) and organiza- 
tion (20 percent) 

Renowned Filipino physicist 
and UE vice president for Aca- 
demic Affairs Dr Roger D. 
Posadas and two other scientists 
form the panel of judges that will 
evaluate entries, 

А four-year scholarship (sub- 
ject to the maintenance each 
semester ofa 1.75 grade point av- 
erage) to UE for any of its science 
and technology-related programs 
awaits the winner. 

‘The scholarship covers free full 
tuition and other fees, book al- 
lowance, uniform subsidy а 
transportation allowance, as well 
asa monthly stipend, 

. 


which were subjects of the study 
were constructed within the past five 
‘years and, thus, can be classified as 
‘new’ with new furnishings,” the OS- 
HC report said. 

‘The report did not identify the lo- 
cal governments, but Imson said that 
the local chief executives had re- 
sponded positively to the report and 
assured that they would make the 
necessary adjustments. 


Open to public 

"These offices are often visited by 
the public, have greater number of 
employees and bulk of files, and 
(hosts) voluminous transaction with 
clients,” Imson said in a statement. 

Formaldehyde, which is common- 
ly known as an embalming chemical, 
is also an important industrial chem- 
ical used in building materials and 
household products. It is often used 
as an ingredient of glue or adhesive 
in pressed wood products such as 
hardwood plywood, and as preserva- 
tives in some paints, coatings and 
cosmetics. 

Most newly furnished offices or 


houses have a higher than accept- 
able concentration of formaldehyde, 
especially if the furnishings have not 
been adequately aerated. 

"The gas given off by the formalde- 
hyde can cause nose and throat nau- 
sea, watery and burning sensation in 
the eyes, coughing, skin rashes and 
other allergic reactions caused by 
contact with furnishings with 
formaldehyde, the OSHC said. 

The OSHC, an agency attached to 
the Department of Labor and Em- 
ployment, just completed the year- 
long study covering all 17 local gov- 
emments of Metro Manila. 

Imson said the study was done in 
compliance with the Civil Service 
Commission directive setting the ac- 
ceptable working conditions for gov- 
ernment offices, including the provi- 
sion of sufficient ventilation, clean 
toilets, potable drinking water and 
first aid facilities. 

Of the 49 offices studied, only 76 
percent met the standard for thermal 
comfort, while only around 32 per- 
cent met the minimum requirement 
for office illumination. 
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BAD MISS REM ZAMORA, 
‘Tollway employees clear the debris caused by a Dasmariñas, Cavite-bound Jasper Liner bus 
that rammed a booth of the Coastal Road toll plaza after missing the toll lane at about 8:30 
a.m. Sunday. No one was seriously hurt in the incident. 


Group targets abused women 


JUSTICE Leonor Ines Luciano 
has been reelected chair of the. 
International Social Service- 
Philippines (55 Phil) Inc. 
during the organization's ist 
Annual General Assembly re- 
cently. 

Judge Aurora М. Recifia 
was elected president. Elect- 


Quezon; VP for internal af- 
fairs, Paz U. de Guzman; sec- 
retary, Marilyn F. Manuel; as- 
sistant secretary, Rubin 2. 
Magno; treasurer, Leonida В. 
Ortiz; assistant treasurer, Flor 
Pauline L. Duran; auditor, 
Zenaida P Reyes. 

The ISS strategic direction. 


en and children. 

Specifically, йз services 
would center on battling the 
trafficking of women in 
Hongkong and Japan, repatri- 
ation, temporary shelter, rein 
tegration, helping stateless 
children in Japan and abused 
children and serving expatri 
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opened to vendors 


ByRuthL.Navarra San Roque Street where 
the city will provide them 

with their own stalls. 

“tis part of our plan to 
have a flea market on 
that street,” Gonzales 
said. He explained that 
they chose San Roque be- 
cause motorists rarely use 
this road and therefore 
will not affect the traffic. 

The street is a small 
road that connects Рапа- 
deros and Kalentong 
Streets. 

‘The vendors, in turn, 
are required to pay a dai- 


MANDALUYONG | City 
has given its vendors a 
reprieve for the holidays 
by allowing them to ply 
their wares on the 
streets for the holidays. 
Mayor Neptali Gonza- 
les Ti has allowed the ven- 
dors to sell on designated 
areas in Kalentong, Pana- 
deros and San Roque 
Streets for Christmas. 
But starting January, 
they will transfer the 
vendors permanently on 


Cops offer gift 
of self this Xmas 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


SERVICE first before family. 

Manila policemen keep this in mind year after year, as 
they spend Christmas Day on the job. But they have be- 
come used to it, remaining true to the oath they had taken 
оп the day they got their badges. 

“We follow our usual routine on Christmas Day, just like 
any other day. Its part of the job,” said SPO2 Patrick de 
Leon, inservice for 17 years now. 

Unlike others who take days off from work to celebrate 
Christmas with family and friends, de Leon and other men 
in uniform dutifully attend to their jobs on Christmas Eve 
and Christmas Day, sacrificing the traditional celebration 
with their families. 


Family understands 

"My family understands, and they're already used to it. 
Besides, this is where we get our income, what we live 
оп, said the 40-year-old homicide investigator, speaking 
in Filipino. 

Since he was 23 years old, de Leon has been with the 
police force, raising his three kids with his modest earn- 
ings. Every Christmas Day, he would snatch what little 
time he had to share a Christmas meal with his stay-at- 
home wife and his three girls in their Parafiaque home, 
and, if possible, attend mass. 

But, as in the past, such extra time might be hard to 
come by for lawmen like de Leon this Christmas, as the 
Western Police District (WPD) has been placed on code 
red, a holiday color but for the police means strict atten- 
dance, no days off, and all out patrols. 

"Every holiday like Christmas, New Year, Holy Week, All 
Saints Day, we are on the streets even more, because 
thats when there are more people on the streets, that's 
when we are needed more,” said WPD Director Chief 
Supt. Pedro Bulaong. 


Part of oath 

"We serve first above all. When we took our oaths, we 
never mentioned our families right? But we are used to it. 
Besides, nobody forced us to become policemen,” Bu- 
Taong added. 

For РОЗ Alberto de Guzman, 39, a radio control dis- 
patcher assigned at the Distriet Tactical Operations Center 
who has been in the force for 12 years, such sentiment 
rang the truth. 

“Sometimes you have to divide your time, but mostly 
during Christmas you spend more time in service than 
with your family. At most, I could spend two to three hours 
with them on Christmas," said de Guzman, who works in. 
the WPD's nerve center, receiving and dispatching all re- 
ported crime incidents and events in Manila. 


ly fee to the city. 

The amount will still 
be determined by the 
city treasurer. 

‘The vending activities 
will be strictly moni- 
когед by the Task Force 
Anti-Sidewalk, said its 
chief, Rannie De Leon 
"The maintenance will al- 
зо entail the regular col- 
lection of garbage. 

The vendors will have 
а representative in the 
Coordinating team that 
will monitor the vending ^ 
activities. 
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AQUASOFT WATER SYSTEMS, INC. 
PRESS CONFERENCE 
DECEMBER 1,2004 
Training Room 
Ms. Christine Bersota - Babao. 
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AQUASOFT PURIFIED DRINKING WATER formally introduces Ms. Christine Bersola-Babao ns their 
newest product endorse. The Press Conference held last December 1, 2004 at ATT Training Room. 
Ms. Christine Bersola Babao and ATT- Aqua Treatment Technology President, Hope Q. Lee 
Ms. Tess Gonzales (Senior Vice-President for Sales), and Executives Vice- President of 


Ms. Diane Garcia, Ма. Ма. Rosario M. Lumbis and Mr. Antonio Montenegro (Vice-President for Sales). 
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"Tha APO Hiking Soclety's witty roparteo 
_ drew nostalgic laughter from tho crowd, 


1 E LE 
Globe's Head of Overseas Mobile Services Alan Supnot with th 
three tue f Globo Prepaid phone kits in Vienna, Аш 


Globe Kababayan takas London by storm. 


| 


~~ Nanette Inventor wows the crowd in Rome with her 
‘performance as the OFW "Tita Munding.” 


Por the approximately eight million 

working abroad, coping with homesickness is a dail 

Especially during the Christmas season, which is traditionally 
a time for family and friends to get together. And for many of 
these OFWs, the best way to keep the loneliness at bay is to 
stay connected to all things Filipino, by keeping in touch with 
loved ones, remaining up-to-date with the count 

issues and events, and listening to music or watching shows 
that bring them closer to home. 

Globe Kababayan, the OFW mobile services arm of 
innovations leader Globe Handyphone, recently treated Europe- 
based OF Ws to an evening of distinctly Filipino harmonies 
and humor with the Kumustahan Concert Series 2004 organized 
by Star Events, Inc. Touring four (4) major European cities — 
namely Amsterdam, Netherlands; Rome, Italy; Vienna, Austria, 
and London, UK ~ the Kumustahan Concert Series gave the 
diplomatic corps and the OFW community a chance to take 
a break from their busy work schedules and get together to 
reminisce fondly about the Philippines and the people they left 
behind, 

Talents from each country's local OFW community 
graciously opened the show, which was hosted by Hanap Buhay 
Overseas anchor Angelique Lazo. Veteran comedian Nanette 
Inventor brought the house down with Tita Munding, her 
personal take on the OFW lifestyle. Meanwhile, singing siren 
Geneva Cruz thrilled the crowd with her sexy voice and sultry 

ind further excited the audience when she asked 
veejay KC Montero to join her onstage for a special number. 
Finally, the well-loved trio of Jim Paredes, Danny Javier, and 
Buboy Garrovillo — more popularly known as the APO Hiking 
Society — alternately tugged at the audience's heartstrings with 
their repertoire of songs that evoke nostalgia and patriotism 
and tickled their funnybones with their kooky antics. 

However, the show brought more than just entertainment 
то the homesick crowd. A significant segment of the 
Kumustahan concert was devoted to introducing the Globe 
Kababayan products and services available in European 
countries. OFWs have the option of reloading their loved ones’ 
phones with traditional Globe Call and ‘Text cards or through 
the enhanced AutoloadMAX service, which allows senders to 
create personalized messages to accompany each reload. These 
products and services, along with the award-winning Sharc-a- 
Load service, are also available in countries like Hong Kong, 
Singapore, Japan and other OFW territories. 

But the service that received the most enthusiastic response 
from the OFW community was the new! Jaunched Globe G- 
Cash, the mobile currency that can be transferred from one 
Globe or Touch Mobile phone to another to make purchases, 
payments or remittances, The audience was delighted to find 
ош that they could send G-Cash to their loved ones through 
Globe's remittance partners in Europe. Capping the night's 
revels was a raffle of Globe Prepaid phone kits to lucky 
audience members who could show а text message from their 
Globe Handyphone or Touch Mobile family members or 
friends. These prepaid phone kits would be delivered by Globe 
as Christmas gifts to the winners? designated recipients in the 
Philippines. 

All in all, the Kamustahan Concert Series was a success — 


1 in providing distinctly Filipino entertainment for homesick 


OFW's and promoting the connectivity fostered by Globe 
Kababayan's suite of products and services tailor-fit to the 
unique needs of the global Filipino. 


Proudly Filipino entortalnors topbillod. 
tho Kumustahan Concert Solos, 


‘Seen enjoying the show were Philippine Ambassador" 
то Austria Victor Garcia, Jr, and wife Con 


L. Ў 
Host Angolique Lazo and Globo Карабауат'з Alan Supr 
‘about products and servi 10 OF 

as! 


Kababayan 
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Rosales, Delasin set 
World Cup meeting /A27 
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Poblador 
Riviera 
champ 


FORMER Philcomsat 
president — Honorio 
Poblador took advan- 
tage of the pristine 
conditions and fine 
weather to shoot a 10- 
over par 82 and take 
low gross honors at 
the recently concluded 
2004 Chairman's Invi- 
tational at the Couples 
course of the Riviera 
Golf Club. 

Poblador played a 
consistent round on 
the course designed by 
former Masters cham- 
pion Fred Couples, 
gunning down a birdie 
on the 14th to take the 
sting out of a double 
bogey on the tough 
раг5 11th hole. 

lawyer Sikini La- 
bastilla banked on a 
birdie on the ninth 
hole to win the low net 
crown. 

Ambassador МОЕ 
taire Gazmin took 
home the Class A то- 
phy beating ` Joe 
Dagdagan and lawyer 
Bo Amora Бу count- 
back while Cicero 
Castellano ruled the 
Class B division. 

In Class C, retired 
major general RV 
Reyes edged Ben 
Varona wih a net 
score of 75. 


‘Compiled by L Manguiat 
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PAYBACK TIME 


GAME TOMORROW 
(locos Norte Centennial Arena, Laoag СТ) 
6p.m.—Barangay Ginebra vs San Miguel Beer. 


By June Navarro 


'ANCY de Ocampo really felt 
at home at the Makati Colise- 
um. 

Returning to the venue which he lit up with 
his countless exploits as an amateur, De Ocampo 
fired 13 points right in the first quarter to set the 
tone for a 102-83 Talk 'N Text rout of Sta. Lucia 
Realty last night in the Gran Matador PBA 
Philippine Cup. 

De Ocampo recalled his key role for Welcoat 
in the PBL with towering jumpers that sent the 
Phone Pals off to а 28-5 lead, which they sus- 
tained throughout. 

“нез (De Ocampo) inspired. He vividly re- 


Cut The Heat Inside Your Car! 
МАС. yet 


‘membered how Marlou (Aquino) ran rings 
around him the last time we met,” said Talk 'N 
"Text coach Joe! Banal. 

In the Realtors’ stunning 104-102, win over 
the Phone Pals in the first round, Aquino explod- 


ed for 29 points, including a shifty move in the | 
paint just seconds before halftime that humbled 


De Ocampo no end. 
"That memory kept flashing on his (De 
Ocampo) mind so he bounced back by aggres- 
PHONE PALS! A26 


Mextang nyong eeress ve 582910. Pipin namin 
ang pnakamagaing па sagot. Ang premo inggo-inggo: 
алд 21" color TV зей 
ype: INQTV <anginyong sagoi», buong pangalan», 
<siyudado probinsiya», tapos ipadala sa 2910. Out-olfime: 
WEDNESDAY, 6 PM. Winner wit bo ente during 
{he dTV program: Thursday, 10:00pm, on ABC. 


Text) Paskosa taghirap, | 


2910] dapatpabang 
magpasarap? 
—— 
"ара пата sna, kung kya: pero may pgasa, 


‘sisng tzonmay psko pa" 
Lisa mMribbay, Pilar, Bataan 


©. may sasarap pa ba sa pagaalay ng tunay 
na pagmamahal sa ating dyos sa pamamagitan 
ng pagtupad sa kanyang mga utos?" 
Arman de Guzman, Sta. Cruz, Manila 


Tum in your 50% down payment now and pay your balance in 12 months at 0% interest: Or pay only 20% down payment and get 2 months frea on Your =) 


monthly installments when you avail of the low interest 36-48 months plan. Whatever you choose, be sure N 
versatility, power and Mazda Tribute is an SUV with the soul of a sports car. Impressive on-roi 


make room for an ideal balance of 

formance, Surefooted 

Superb ride comfort. Muscular and athletic on the outside. Stylish and exuberant on the inside. Get in, be moved by the Mazda Tribute. MAZDE 
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Heres a cool deal froma 125155 
15% off Disney on Ice tickets. 


Я В UR Si foi" 
И Every P300 purchase at Treata gets you a 1696 discount on Disney on Ice tickets. So shop а} Treats now for а special holiday иа! See posers for dra 
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PUMAREN: Three more seasons 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


THE GUESSING game is finally 
over. 

Franz Pumaren will be back as head 
coach of the De La Salle Green Archers 
for three more seasons. 

“It’s the decision of the school and 
the school owns the team,” said Danny 
Jose, UAAP president and La Salle’s ath- 
jetic director. "The school feels that this 
is what's best for the team." 

“Tm sure it will help (La Salle's bid 
to defend the title)," added Jose. "But. 
there's no timetable yet as to when 
he'll start practicing with the team. It 


Phone Pals 


From page A25 


the Realtors their 11th loss in 


16 games, putting Sta. Lucia in 


sively attacking the basket,” 
said Banal. 

"This time around, Aquino 
stuck out like a sore thumb on 
the court, scoring only two 
points and hauling down a 
lone rebound in 24 minutes of 
action, 

In the second game, Shell 
defeated FedEx, 90-85, for its 
12th win in 18 matches and 
tightened its grip on the sec- 
ond spot in the standings. 

The Express dropped to 6- 
10ina tie with Red Bull. 

Jimmy Alapag and the 6 
foot-9 De Ocampo paced the 
Phone Pals with 20 points each 
while Victor Pablo, Wille 
Miller and Mark Telan finished 
in double double figures. 

Pablo had 18 points on top 
of 10 rebounds which installed 
the 6-foot-4 swingman as the 
22nd player in league history 
to have grabbed at least 2,000 
boards. 

By recovering from a 103- 
98 Shell debacle, the Phone 
Palsnot only regained the lead 
at 125 but also secured at 
least a playoff for an outright 
semifinal berth. 

"We didn't do anything spe- 
cial. We just played our hearts 
ош and we won,” said Banal 

"The Phone Pals inflicted on 


nation round. 


bra," 


confidence.” 


та. 


The scores: 


Ravena 3, Нап. 


10283 


Legaspi. 


в 


Meanwhile, 
team manager Alvin Patrimo- 
nio will be feted by the PBA on 
Dec. 22 at the PhilSports Аге- 


Second game 
SHELL 90—Calauio 28, Dela Cruz 

22, Mamari 12, Bajar 10, Tubid 9, 

varez4, Sta. Maria 3ockson 2, Cruz 0, 


peril of finishing either ninth 
or 10th at the end of the elimi- 


“This isa good game to win 
before playing against Gine- 
explained 
"They're playing the best bas 
ketball in the league right now. 
‘And a win like this boosts our 


Banal. 


Purefoods 


TALK 'N TEXT 192—Alapag 20, De 
Ocampo 20, Pablo 18, Miler 14, Telan 
11, Camaso 7, Beano 5, Salangsang 4, 


STA, LUCA 83—550 23, 
Duremdes 22, Gumatay 14, Omolon 
11, Cuan 5, Gonzales 4, Aquino 2, Fan- 
sco 2, Santos 0, Adriano O, Locsin O. 

Quarters: 3243, 527. 7555. 


FEDEX 85—Ritualo 19, Ferriols 17, 
Sison 12, Arboleda 11, De Ocampo 8, 
Se 6, Pingris 4, Yap 4, Bilones 2, 
Codfera 2, Gonzales 0, Ejercito. 
Quarters: 26-24, 50-49, 79-70, 90- 
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hasn’t been discussed yet.” 

1а fact, some of the La Salle players 
disclosed that they have yet to hear 
the news. 

Sources said that Pumaren will re- 
leasean official statement soon. 

Pumaren, who steered La Salle to 
five championship titles, surprised ev- 
eryone when he announced his retire- 
ment after winning Game 3 of the 
UAAP finals last Sept. 30. 

1 year-old mentor stressed he 
has “nothing more to prove” and that 
he has already “accomplished every- 
thing” he wanted for the team. 

Pumaren, who has served as La 


Salle coach for seven years, later took 
a vacation in the United States for “a 
much-needed break.” 

In his absence, assistant coach Gee 
Abanilla temporarily took over coach- 
ing the ICTSI-La Salle squad in the on- 
going PBL Open tournament. 

Before he left, however, La Salle 
president Bro. Armin Luistro, FSC, 
had strongly urged Pumaren to recon- 
sider his decision to quit. 

Pumaren hinted his comeback 
when he said he'll “strongly reconsid- 
er" Luistro's offer during the Animo 
Night party last Nov. 19. t 

He has also been watching ICTSI-La 
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Pumaren back with La Salle 


Salle's recent games from the side- 
lines, 

Meanwhile, the Adamson Falcons 
have appointed Mel Alas as their new 
head coach. 

Alas, who replaced Luigi Trillo, had 
delivered successive titles for the Las 
Piñas College Huskies in the College 
and Universities Athletics Association 

Over at the National University, 


Manny Dandan will come back as 
head tactician for the NU Bulldogs. 


Dandan, who replaced Rico Perez, 


is best remembered for having led NU 


o its first Final Four appearance in 


steps out 
of Santos 
à shadow 


DENOK Miranda is satisfied with 
his supporting role in the Magno- 
lia-FEU team in the PBL Open 
Championship. 

He doesn't mind playing in the 
shadow of team star Arwind San- 
tos, but he's ready to step up any 
time. 

Last week, the Ice Cream Wiz- 
ards were in danger of having 
their winning streak snapped 
with Samos struggling for bas- 
kets against a lightweight oppo- 
nent. 

But Miranda came to the res- 
cue, leading Magnolia's running 
game and scoring key points in 
the last quarter to lift the Wiz- 
ards past the hard-fighting AMP- 
Ateneo for a 64-55 win last 
‘Thursday at the Letran gym 

The Wizards now own the 
tournaments longest winning 
streak after posting their seventh 
victory mainly through Miran- 
da's 13 points and 4 rebounds. 

The win also assured Magno- 
lia an automatic slot in the semi 
finals, an incentive for the top 
two teams after the elimination 
round, 

“He just showed what kind of 
player and leader he is,” said 
coach Koy Banal after Miranda 
earned the Player of the Week ci- 
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THERE was distinct chaos. The boiling 
crowds pushed and shoved. 

But the main picture in Manny Pacquiao's 
birthday celebradon on Saturday was 
straight out of a Pinoy fairy tale. 

Unlike in Pacquiao's last fight in Taguig, 
where the crowd was estimated at close 10 
25,000, no actual count could be made of the. 
poor villagers who came from all directions 
in GenSan to mob the world boxing celebrity 

Of course, everybody who came left amply 
rewarded. 

Other than see and touch their idol, each 
villager got a crisp P100 bill, noodles, canned 
‘goods and at least three kilos of rico 

"The procession to the Pacquiao residence. 
started in the moming and continued to 
Jengthien as sundown approached on Satur- 
day 

Broadcaster Ronnie Nathanielsz, no 
stranger to mammoth crowds, swore he had 
never scen so many poor people converge in 
one place on a single day. 

By late afternoon, he said Pacquiao had to 


Recah 1 


send in 85 more sacks of ice. 

Ву а plain estimate, Pacquiao, who presid- 
ед using a bullhorn, was said to have spent 
P1 milion last Saturday. 

Nathanielsz reported that the endless pro- 
cession of Pacquiao adorers had been expect- 
ed to end with the evening feast, highlight of 
the great Бохе?5 26th binhday celebration. 

At about the same time in Manila on Sat- 
urday, an even longer procession continued 
tosnake into the Sto. Domingo Church. 

There, too, had been chaos, with several 
fans getting injured. 

But unlike the mob in GenSan, the crowd 
in Quezon City did not come fora bite of holi- 


day joy. 

Of course, as in GenSan, the endless flow 
of people in Quezon City also came to hail a 
hero. 


The endless sueam of mourners moving 
past the handsome remains of Femando Poe 
Jr, however, became а scene out of an unful- 
filled Pinoy fairy tale. 

The FPJ epic could've reached its dimax 
with a victory in the last presidential poll 

Poe had tried to carry on with his fight, 
while his countless backers continued to 
swear their hero had been cheated. 

Unfortunately, Poe's love affair with the 
poor people he loved came to a tragic end af- 
ter he succumbed wa stroke. 

‘Meanwhile, there seemed no end to the 
Pacquiao magic. 

“The boxing hero will never cease to draw 
great crowds for as long as he keeps winning. 

But how to explain the great ourpouring of 
love and grief, unmatched hereabouts, for 
FPJ, who could no longer fight his great fight 
for the poor he had dreamt of saving? 


Two champs named Poe and Pacquiao 


Maybe its not improper to conclude that 
FPJ had confirmed his victory and heroism 
with his untimely death? 

Tn fact, there's now this great puzzle on 
how FPJ could've lost the las election based 
оп the endless tumour of supporters in his 
wake. 

One barangay kagawad in our place yes- 
terday tied to provide the answer 

He swore he saw how FPJ had managed 
to post a final lead totaling 18,000 votes in 
our iy. 

"This edge, the kagawad bared, had been 
shamefully reduced to only 10,000 when he 
next saw it transferred to the certificate of 
canvass. 

Suddenly, the man they had refused to call 
Filipino was now worthy to be a National 
Arii. 

FPJs supreme triumph, his true champi- 
onship, however lies in the refusal of his 
Jovedones for the actor to be buried in the Li- 
bingan ng mga Bayani. 

Not even Ferdinand Marcos had been 
deemed worthy of that. 


tation from the PBL Press Corps 
"He's been playing well lately for 
ш” 

Magnolia remains on top with 
29-3 slate. 

The other teams fighting for 
the remaining outright slot in 
the semifinals are Мотайа 
Pawnshop at 8-2, followed by 
Granny Goose and Welcoat 
Paintsat 6-5. 

After taking an 18-point lead, 
Magnolia found itself under 
pressure when  AMP-Ateneo 
pulled within six, But Miranda 
scored on a driving lay-up to 
quell the Eagles’ comeback. 

Santos managed to score only 
two-poinis in the game but com- 
pensated with 8 rebounds. 

Prior to the game against 
AMP-Ateneo, Miranda һай 
scored in double figures just 
once in 11 games. 

Despite his scoring woes, the 
newly wed Miranda ranks third 
in assists at 4.0 apg and fifth in 
steals at 1.6 sp8. 

‘The PBL has taken a break due 
to the holiday season and will re- 
sumeonJan. 4, 
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Rosales, Delasin set jungolf tilt today 


А SUCCESSION of holiday season Canlubang north while players 
events for junior golfers fires off to- belonging to Class E (7-8) and 
day with the Nikesponsored amu- Class F (6 and under) will see ac- 
al Christmas tournament of the Ju- tion at the Riviera executive 


e 
nior Golf Foundation of the Philip. course. 
( pines at the Canlubang north and ^ Coinciding with today's tour- 
Riviera executive courses. nament is the election of officers 


ike, through its local distributor and renewal of membership. 
PacSports Phils, is providing premi- — Tomorrow and Wednesday, the 
um items as giveaways and raffle Young Guns Invitational tourna- 
By Francis Ochoa 5 something tobehappy about.” prizes for the big feld of more than ment will be held at the Legends 
Е = But Rosales feels the World Cup а hundred kids vying for honors п course of the Manila Southwoods 
ALTHOUGH terribly homesick, 4 would be an even bigger reason 5х different age-groups. Golf and Country Club. 
Jennifer Rosales is going to cut. P md D $ for her compatriots to celebrate. ThoseinClassA(15-17years), Тһе Junior Golf League is also 
short her vacation to answer the 626, Ај i 2 ‘After all, Rosales and Delasin Class В (13-14), Class С (11-12) staging its yearend tournament 
most important call of all—that of will be playing not for ће prize and Class D (9-10) will play at this week. 
her country's. E money but will be representing 
Rosales is going to leave the UI us ч | ч the country against the best 


country in the last week of Jan- E golfers in the world today. 
ary to meet up with Dorothy De- 7 im kind of excited abour that. | А LIFETIME GIFT...HAIR TRANSPLANTATION! 
lasin and discuss their plan and A 3 We'll see what happens,” she said. Remember how your hair used to look? Now imagine your life 


strategy when they represent the 3 Rosales said she feels no pres- again with а head full of hair. It grows, it's permanent and only 


Philippines in the World Cup slat- s : sure going into the Worid Cup, | олору with jalicula! unit тара to acheve a natural 
ed Feb. 11 to 13 in England. even if expectations are high looking hatline."As natural as it used to be"! Andrew G. 


„Чао going to meet with Ња £ cause of her partnership with De- | Pineda, M.D. is a full time Beverly Hills trained hair transplant 
Dorothy before the World Cupso ROSALES DELASIN lasin. She added thar neither will | specialist who can help you achieve your dream. CALL NOW! 
we can talk about what we're go- playing in front of a big crowd af- 
ing to do,” said the 26-year-old Dorothy plays with me, we havea tournaments, it just makes me зо fect her game. 

Rosales. big chance,” Rosales said. proud. 'veneverbeen ashamed of “Golfs about pressure,” said 

“{ really want to win this thing The two former national golf being a Filipino.” Rosales. “It’s part of the game and 
for the country. Dorothy and 1 team mainstays last played to- . Infact, after coming offa break- 1 don't feel that anymore. | also 
wanttobethe first to winitforthe gether for ће country in the 1998 through year, Rosales said that love playing in front of big 
Philippines.” Asian Games where they salvaged part of the motivation that “crowds.” 

Already, people are talking ateam bronze in Bangkok. spurred her to her best LPGA sea- Rosales arrived Saturday morn 
about the Rosales-Delasin tandem Rosales has always been proud son yet was putting the Philip- ing and said she was “glad to be 
and Rosales revealed some of the of her roots and up го now, after pines in the porting map. back home.” 
players in the LPGA said theyhave having completed five years on “Tm proud to be a Filipino,” “Tve really been homesick and T 
a serious chance of winning ће the LPGA, she still gets goose said Rosales. "Туе always been. A miss my family, my friends, the 
prestigious tournament. bumps just seeing the Philippine lot of stuff has happened, like the food here. Tve been gone nine 

“We have a big chance to win. flag during tournaments. foods recently, and I feel blessed months and it’s such a long, long eda Hair Clinics 
Players are telling me that if “Seeing my flag out there im that I'm abl time to be away from home.” MAKATI 8130891 * www.pinedahaircom + DAVAO 082 2212682 
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Satisfied owners of the most stylish DVD Mini System. 


dices cedes 


Watch out for the EV99DVD from Pioneer. Wearing a streamlined design 
with sieek lines, smooth silver finish that has drawn stares from the local 
population. The EV99DVD is reportedly armed with a 5-speaker system 
with dual subwoofers and has been known to possess full Karaoke 
Functions. Last seen playing DVD, VCD, CD, WMA, MP3 and JPEG 

EV33DVD EVEBDVD for satisfied buyers. If you come across an EV99DVD Mini System at 
your nearest Pioneer dealer, grab one immediately! 


Also available: EV66DVD and EV33DVD Mini Systems. 


Visit us at www.pioneer.com.sg or email us at mgme@compass.com.ph Pioneer sound. vision.soul 


CHARLOTTE 7:30 PM 
HOUSTON 


DEC.26 
DETROIT @ INDIANA 10:00 AM 


MIAMI G LA LAKERS 9:00 PM 
SUNDAYS BIG EVENT 


THIS WEEK ON оз N SNBA? 


M BLAZIN 


DETROIT Pistons’ Rasheed Wallace soars for a dunk in a frustrating one-point loss 
to the Portland TrailBlazers in Auburn Hills, Michigan. 
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uns torch Wizar 
ulls gore Pa 


son-high 36 points and 14 rebounds as the Phoenix 


N EW YORK—Shawn Marion grabbed a personal sea- 


Suns eased past the Washington Wizards, 110-96, 
Saturday to secure their status as the NBA's leading team. 


Опе day after downing the Seattle 
‘SuperSonics in a battle of the two top 
inthe league, the host Suns improved 
their record to 21-3. 

Quentin Richardson contributed 
19 points to the Phoenix cause while 
guard Steve Nash had 13 points and 
11 assists. The surging Suns claimed 
their eighth consecutive win and 17th 
in 18 games. 

In Charlotte, Jamal Sampson 
drained two freethrows with three 
seconds to play in overtime to earn 
a 101-100 upset win for the expan- 
sion Bobeats over the Houston 
Rockets. 

Trailing 101-97, Tracy McGrady hit 
а three-pointer at the buzzer for the 
Rockets but it was not enough as the 
Bobcats celebrated their fifth straight 
victory at home. 

Emeka Okafor, the second overall 
pick in last year’s draft, sparked Char- 
lotte with 23 points and 17 rebounds. 
Keith Bogans added 19 points. 

McGrady had 29 points for the 
Rockets while Yao Ming chipped їп. 
with 16 points and nine rebounds. 

їп Orlando, Cuttino Mobley 
notched 19 points as the Magic broke 
ош of а three-game losing skid to 
pound the Denver Nuggets, 117-95. 

Six players posted double figures 
for Orlando, including 17-point 
Dwayne Howard and 16-point Grant. 
Hill. The Magic were in control from 
the opening tipoff and led by as much 
a535 points. 

The Nuggets played without top 
scorer Carmelo Anthony, who injured 
his left ankle against the Miami Heat 
Friday. 

Dermarr Johnson had a season- 
best 18 points and eight rebounds for 


MANILA 


Denver, which has now lost four of its 
last five. 

In Milwaukee, Allen Iverson 
poured in a МВА scason-high 54 
points to lead the Philadelphia 76ers 
toa 116-97 demolition of the Bucks. 

Iverson's points haul was four shy 
of his career-best as the 76ers record- 
ed their fourth win in five games. 

In Cleveland, Paul Pierce amassed 
34 points and Gary Payton nailed 
three important freethrows to help 
the Boston Celtics to a 114-107 over- 
time win over the Cavaliers. 

Payton finished with 21 points, six 
coming in the final 67 seconds, in- 
cluding a three-pointer followed by 
three pressure-packed freethrows, 
which sealed Boston's fourth win in 
five outings and handed Cleveland its 
first home loss in 10. 

LeBron James rebounded from his 
‘worst outing of the season to score 31 
points but the 19-year-old was not 
around when the Cavs needed him 
most, fouling out of a contest for the 
first time in his career. 

In San Antonio, Tony Parker and 
Мапи Ginobili each had 21 points as 
the Spurs destroyed the Golden State 
Warriors, 104-85. 

The Spurs, who trailed by 14 
points midway through the second 
quarter, also got 12 points and seven 
rebounds from double NBA MVP Tim 
Duncan as they collected their fourth 
consecutive win, and 15th straight 
over the Warriors at home, 

In Dallas, Dirk Nowitzki posted 15 
points and 12 rebounds as the Maver- 
icks crushed the Atlanta Hawks, 90- 
68. 

The Hawks were restricted to 28 
points in the opening half. 
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“Magsaya, Manood at Tangkilikin ang Piling-Piling Pelikulang Pilipino!” 
ROCK WHT The SARS FANS DAY 
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freethrow with 0.5 seconds left 
in regulation to lift the Portland. 
‘Trail Blazers to a 75-74 victory 
over the champion Pistons. 

Nick Van Exel paced Port- 
land with 14 points while Miles 
finished with 13. Rasheed Wal- 
lace had 17 for the Pistons, who 
lost for the third time in five 
games. 

In Chicago, Eddy Curry 
picked up 23 points and 13 re- 
bounds as the Bulls downed the un- 
dermanned Indiana Pacers, 85-71, 
for their third consecutive 

i Reuters 


PHOENIX—The Phoenix Suns ac- 
tivated forward Jackson Vroman 
from the injured list on Saturday 
and waived guard Yuta Tabuse, 
the first Japanese-born player го 
appear in an NBA game. 

The S-foot-9 (1.75-meter) Tabuse 
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Mavs honor 
US soldiers 
with front 
row seats . 


DALLAS—The national anthem meant some- 
thing extra special Saturday night at Ameri- 
can Airlines Center. 

Being in the presence of 137 wounded men 
and women as а part of the first Seats for Soldiers 
created a buzz among the sellout crowd for the 
Mavericks game, a 90-68 victory over Atlanta. 

Сад in white Tshirts reading "United We 
Stand" on the front, the group flown in from 
Brooke Army Medical Center їп San Antonio, 
took up the courtside seats all the way around 
the floor and stood proud and tall during the na- 
tional anthem. 

“I can't believe I'm standing on the floor” said 
Mark McKane, a 24-year-old retired sergeant 
from Austin. 

McKane lost his left arm on duty in Iraq after 
being hit with a rocket-propelled grenade, He al- 


GLEN Johnson, left, lands a body shot to Antonio Tarver in the I Ith round of their light heavyweight bout, 


Johnson turns back Tarver 


| four games, averaging 1.8 
0 rebounds and 0.8 assists. 
de history on Nov. 1, when 
[put him on their roster. Two. 
|. he became the first native 
10 see action, collecting all 
his carcer points in 10 min- 


|ARENDER 


so had two collapsed lungs. 

Mavs season ticket holder Neal Hawks had 
people such as McKane in mind when he created 
the Seats for Soldiers event. Hawks and 47 other 
season ticket holders donated their front-row 
seats for the game (worth more than $150,000) 
to see that the soldiers wounded in кад and 
Afghanistan were treated like royalty for a day. 

"Knowing that! had a ting tiny piece of giving 


something 


back—for all they've given, they've 


earned the right to sit there in the front row” 
Mavs owner Mark Cuban said. "ts because these 
folks are risking everything that allows us to en- 
јоу all of this. We know how lucky we are, and 
sometimes you have to remind yourself that you 
cant take it for granted." New York Times News 


Service 


utes of play against Atlanta. 

"4 have leamed that 1 belong on 
this level," Tabuse said. “Тат looking 
forward to continuing my career and 
building on my NBA experience.” 

Meanwhile, the Cavaliers have 
suspended guard Eric Snow one 


game following an altercation with 
coach Paul Silas during Thursday's 
81-69 loss to the Derroit Pistons. 
Snow, who is under contract for 
55.48 million this season, will serve 
the suspension Saturday against the 
Boston Celtis. ARAFP 


eener Phelps makes waves 


павет Michael Phelps 
ја the realms of stardom in 
tion packed week at the 
hs Olympic pool. 

» 19-year-old from Baltimore 
e focus of attention from the 
ти he declared that he would 
better fellow American Mark 
| seven gold medal haul from 
172 Munich Olympics. 

came away with one world 
1, four Olympic records, six 
теда and eight medals over- 
issing out on the quest for a 
[ih gold with а promise of a 
п dollar bonus from his spon- 


| in the end it didn't seem to 
I: His sizzling performance in 
s will remain one of Olympic 
ings great achievements. 
ips swam 17 times in seven 
Spitz, who swam semifinals 
in his 100m events, 
—and won—13 races in Mu. 


- Athens Aquatic Centre be- 
ki to Phelps, who described 
perience as "the most beauti- 


lup, — Spain—Ronaldinho 
[пей a 79th-minute penalty 
[lay and FC Barcelona drew 
їй Valencia, the first time 
»anish league leader has not 
|t home this season. 
lending champion Valencia 
wed Barcelona, which had 
А seven of its previous games 
Camp Nou, inan ill-tempered 


Мя. 
PHELPS 


ful week of my life" as he became 
the first swimmer and only the sec- 
ond man in any sport to win eight 
medals in one Games. 

Superhuman in the pool, the 
year ended on a sour note however 
for the teenager when he was ar- 
rested for drink driving in Mary- 
land. 

But in Athens, Phelps looked as if 
he could walk on water as he estab- 
lished himself among swimmings 
elite. 

Along with the likes of Aus- 
tralian heroes lan Thorpe and 
Grant Hackett and Pieter Van den 


arcelona draws with Valencia 


* 


Hoogenband of the Netherlands, 
Phelpsoffered a viewof what could 
be in store in Beijing in four years 
time. 

Thorpe showed that he is not to 
be overshadowed when he made 
the 200m freestyle his own, aveng- 
ing his defeat by Van den Hoogen- 
band in Sydney four years earlier 
by overhauling the Dutch swimmer 
on the final lap. 

‘And Thorpe successfully defend- 
ed his 400m freestyle tide after un- 
certainty over whether he could 
compete. He was disqualified from 
the event for a false start at the Aus- 
tralian trials and got the chance to 
swim only after teammate Craig 
Stevens volunteered to stand aside. 

-Thorpe, undaunted by his third- 
place finish in the 100m free, said 
Бе would focus more on the sprint 
in the build-up to Beijing, as his 
haul of two gold, one silver and one 
bronze made him Australia's most 
successful Olympian ever. 

Van den Hoogenband salved his 
pride by retaining his 100m free ti- 
Че. АЕР 


Ф, 


LOS ANGELES—Glen Johnson, а 
tual unknown until knocking out Roy 
Jones Jr., three months ago, won a 
split decision over Antonio Tarver on 
Saturday night in a matchup of the 
‘world’s best light heavyweights. 

‘The Staples Center crowd cheered 
throughout the final round, and when it 
ended, both fighters thrust their fists in- 
to the air, proclaiming victory. 

‘The winner proved to be Johnson, 
who overcame Tarver’s 4-inch (10-cen- 
timeter) height advantage to win, m. 
ly by being the aggressor through most 
of the 12-round bout. 

Judges Melvina Lathan and Chuck 

jampa scored the bout 115-113 in fa- 
vor of Johnson. Judge Marty Denkin 
had it 116-112 for Tarver. The Associat- 
ed Press scored it 115-113 for Tarver. 

The 6-foot-2 1/2 (1.89-meter) Tarv- 


er, a solid favorite, said he thought he 
won by dictating the pace and throwing 
the harder punches. 

“I thought I hit him with some clean 
shots and hurt him around the fourth or 
fifth round,” he said. "But Johnson was 
the better man this evening.” 

Johnson refused to say he was the 
best light heavyweight in the world, 

“Tim still looking for Mr. Best. i would 
never say that I was the best," he said. 

Johnson said Tarver didn't hurt him. 

"He knocked me off balance a couple 
times, but 1 was never hurt," Johnson 
said. "It was а real close fight. ГА like to 
fight him again.” 

"When asked if he would take а re- 
match, Tarver replied: "Of course.” 

Tarver lost a controversial 12-round 
decision to Jones in November 2003 be- 
fore stopping him in the second round 


May 15. Johnson knocked Jones out in 
the ninth round Sept. 25, 

Both fighters gave up championships 
for the fight. The WBC stripped Tarver 
of his belt for not agreeing to fight 
mandatory challenger Paul Briggs of 
‘Australia, Johnson decided to relinquish 
the IBF version rather than fight the or- 
ganization's top challenger, Rico Hoye. 

Nevertheless, Tarver entered the ring 
wearing a red crown. 

Jones was 49-1 and considered опе 
of the best pound-for-pound fighters in 
the world before losing to Tarver, Jones 
worked as a commentator on the HBO 
telecast of the bout and said afterward 
he thought Tarver won. 

‘The 35-year-old Johnson raised his 
record го 429-2 with 28 knockouts. Не 
didn't begin to box until he was 20 and 
turned professional three years later. AP 
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Here's bow you can win 


Dpon a pack of Philip Morris 1005 Гир To 
27 Bor Eline panels are printed Inside 


corresponding to the prizes. 


= Call 736-7222 (Metro Manita) 
1-800-10-7367222 (Outside Metro Малі 
for redemption procedures, — ^ 


ESS. 


+ Promo period: November 1 to December 
31, 2004. - 

цег and took the lend on 

Stefano Fiore's 63rd-minute 


days after the promo period gniy. 


«оола, which had goalkeep: 
тог Valdes ejected! in the 74th. 
н remains 10 points atop the 
ngs. 
ere was no fortune in our re- 
|y players worked extremely 
To stop Barcelona you've got 
tast and you need a thousand 
Valencia coach Claudio 
n said. 
another game, Zinedine Zi 
injury-time header earned 
|tadrid а 3-2 victory at strug- 
acing Santander and moved 


REAL Madrid's Raul Bravo (left) gets a foot in his face from Racing 


Santander's Fernando Moran. 


into second place. 

Santander twice led on goals by 
Israeli forward Yossi Benayoun and 
striker Javi Guerrero, before 
Michael Owen and Raul Gonzalez 
replied for Madrid. 

Madrid, which played without 


вале 


Ronaldo, David Beckham and 
Robeno Carlos, improved ко 29 
points, moving it past Valencia and 
Espanyol, which was to play Sun- 
day. 

In another game Saturday, Lev- 
‘ante drew 1-1 with Albacete. АР 


j* Winning packs-are subject to prize code ылыш ке BMW 21 Open only to smokels 18 уби old ап abóver 


“verification. 


Government Warning: 


Cigarette smoking is dangerous to your health 


` BEST COPY AVAILABLE. 
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UST, SSC 
spikers 
club foes 


By Musong Castillo 
UNIVERSITY OF Santo Tomas notched a 


day, and though it was not in the same pretty manner in which the 
first four came, it was enough to keep the Tigresses on top of the 


Shakey's V-League heap. 
"The defending champions an- 
swered the start of each set flat 
and listless and needed to finish 
strong each time to hammer out a 
25-22, 26-24, 25-19 victory over 
Lyceum at the Rizal Coliseum. 

Later in the day, San Sebastian 
notched its first win by whipping 
Far Eastern University, 26-24, 25- 
16, 25-21 

Playing what coach August 
Sta. Maria described as their 
‘worst game in the three-week old 
tournament, the Tigresses rallied 
from sizeable deficits all game be- 
fore improving to 5-0 in less than 
two hours. 

Tall Roxanne Pimentel and 
Venus Vernal stood at the fore- 
front of the Santo Tomas offense, 
nailing down the points when 
needed in a splendid display of 


Ina 


deep 
struck 


The 


25 in 


superiority in the net which even- 
tually doomed the Lady Pirates. 


lies and littered with a number of 
silly errors, Santo Tomas dug 


Lady Pirates lost for the first time 
in three games and dropped to 2- 
З overall. 


many as four early in the first set, 
by eight in the second and started 


run each time and luckily coming 
‘out on top. 

“I think my players wanted to 
go home for the holidays," said 
Sta. Maria in jest. "It puzzled me 
why the girls allowed Lyceum to 
build big leads before they played 
their game." 
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fifth straight win yester- 


game marked by long ral- 


into its experience and 
when needed most as the 


Tigresses fell behind by as 


the third before making a 


THEBEST FOR Last 
‘The RP Blu Girls celebrate after nosing out South Korea, 10-9, Saturday to clinch fifth place in the 
Asian women's softball championship. 
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Del Rosario just misses King’ 5 ш Open title 


PAUL del Rosario, the country's ace jet ski 
rider, proved he's one of the best in Asia by 
salvaging overall runner-up honors in the 
World Watercross Kings Cup Thailand 
Open 2004 at the Korat Airforce Base here 
recently. 

Although his jet ski was unfit for the 
small tight closed course track, the two- 
time RP national champion ruled the final 
race to clinch second place in the 13-man 
field of the premiere Professional 1200 се 
class that included Australian champions 
Anthony Antees and James Masterton. 

"at was one tough event and fm proud to 
bring home the runner-up trophy for the coun- 
чу” said Del Rosario, who's backed up by 
Petron Corp., Manila Cordage Corp., Networx 
Jetsports, Stoked Inc. and D7 Media Vision. 

Del Rosario, who had just recovered 
from dengue fever and still experienced 
asthma attacks when he came here, com- 
pered on а 2004 Yamaha boat which Amer- 
icans Mark Dobson and David Harvey 
rushed to build and tested for only two 
weeks. 


RP jet ski ace salvages second place. 


With the tight course, it was no match 
for the powerful Seadoo RXP and XPL of 
the Thais, but Del Rosario proved his met- 
tle nevertheless in his Pro class debut. 

Former world champion and top Thai 
rider Chokuthit Molee of Thailand's Team 
Flamingo won the event and bagged the 
prestigious King's Cup—a 20-Ib two-feer 


tall gold-plated trophy carried by Thai- 
land's national guards and placed next to 
the portrait of their king. 

He finished the four-race event with 198 
points, just one point over Del Rosario. Ek- 
chon Kingchansil of Thailand's М. Max-Maxi- 
ma Team Paw took third place honors. 

Del Rosario's feat made up for his disap 


pointment at the World Jet Ski Champi- 
onship in Lake Havasu, Arizona, in Octo- 
ber where he was "allegedly" denied of the 
crown. 

"А Philippine Show of Force" was how 
King's Cup race director Justine Lee de- 
scribed the performance of Del Rosario, 
who was accompanied in Thailand by RP- 
Networx team manager Dong Arcilla, me- 
chanics Yannick Elnar, Edwin Copino, 
brother Robert Raymond del Rosario and 
dad Bobby del Rosario. 

Molee was ahead in the title race after 
three moto races, but Del Rosario, know- 
ing he could still wrest the crown, quickly 
grabbed the pole leaving the Thai world 
champ's Seadoo XPL far behind in fifth. 

Kingchansil caught up with him in the 
last five laps but Del Rosario took the 
checkered flag just two feet ahead of 
Kingchansil at the finish. 

Molce, who had accumulated enough 
points in the first three races, had to finish 
third in the final race to emerge the overall 
champion, 


2 early 
golds for 
Chinese 
shuttlers 


JAKARTA—Chinese — shuttlers 
took the first two golds in the fi 
nals of the Indonesia Badminton. 
Open on Sunday, one in the 
ladies’ singles and another in the 
mixed doubles. 

Second seeded singles player 
Xie Xinfang had an easy time de- 
feating the only unsceded player 
to make it into the finals, Japan's 
Eriko Hirose, with a scoreline of 
11-8, 11-0. 

In the mixed doubles, China's 
Olympic team of Zhang Jun and 
Gao Ling beat England's Robert 
Blair and Natalie Munt, 15-9, 15- 
9. 

In the first ladies singles’ set, 
Hirose made ап impressive 
comeback after trailing 1-4 be: 
hind her much more seasoned 
Chinese opponent, leveling the 
scoreline to 4-4. 


Long rallies 

Mixing long rallies with drop 
shots, Hirose was further assisted 
by Xie's errors. 

The Japanese player even 
went ahead 6-4, but her good for- 
tune ended there as the world's 
seventh-seeded player rediscov- 
ered her form and evened the 
score at 8-8 before wining it, 11- 
8. 

їп the second set, a merciless 
Xie gave Hirose no opportunity 
to even score a point, securing ап 
11-0 scoreline with a steep drop 
shot. 

The mixed! doubles saw a close 
first set, with the third-seeded 
Chinese duo clawing their way 
back from a four-point deficit de- 
spite the English team’s strong 
and accurate smashes, 

The Chinese began to gain the 
upper hand after 9-9 and took 
the set without letting the fourth- 
sceded English team score anoth- 
er point. 


Tight game 

The early part of the second 
set was also played tightly be- 
tween the two pairs but again, 
the Chinese found their form in 
the later part of the set, especial- 
ly after they gat to a 12 points to 
nine lead. 

‘An innacurate smash by Munt 
gave the second set to the Chi 
nese who had won the two previ- 
ous points by lodging sharp 
smashes into their opponents 
camp. 


Whatever happened to the probe of imported race horses? 


IN July 2003, 17 race horses from Aus- 
tralia arrived by chartered flight in Subic 
Bay under controversial circumstances. 
The importation generated much public- 
ity mainly because the race horses were 
initially reported to have been flown into 
the country without paying taxes upon 
the recommendation of the Philippine 
Sports Commission. It was also reported 
that the said race horses were allegedly 
bought by Presidential son, then Pam- 
panga Vice Governor Mikey Arroyo, with 
associates Lamberto Almeda Jr and 
Dante Arevalo as the dummy. 

If 1 remember right, the Presidential 
Anti-Graft Commission was supposed to 
look into the controversy, but up to now 
there are no results of the reported probe. 

Incidentally, one of the imported hors- 
ез, American Woman, recenily made а 
big impact on the local racing scene by 
establishing a new track record at the 
San Lazaro Leisure Park. The horse is al- 
so slated to participate in a forthcoming 


championship race. 

Sources said that someone very influ- 
ential had ordered the imported race 
horses not to be run anymore to prevent 
the public from talking about it, but the 
principals have defied the order. “Nag- 
palamig lamang sila pero tinatakbo na 
ngayon ang mga kabayo (they only 
stopped for a while, but they are allow- 
ing the horses to run пом)" 

‘Almeda and Arevalo later said they 
had paid the required taxes and present- 
ed documents to prove they were the 
owners of the race horses and not Mikey 
Arroyo. Almeda, in particular, said he 
paid taxes amounting to P525,222 al- 
though the receipt he showed was dated 
Sept. 23 or nearly one month after the 
arrival of the 17 race horses. 

On the other hand, PSC chair Eric Buhain 
admitted he entered into a memorandum of 
understanding with Almeda wherein the 
PSC would purchase from among the 17 
several horses the agency planned to use in 


thoroughbred race horses. According to 


Manolo R. То“ 


the PSC equestrian program following Mi- 
кее Cojuangco-Jaworskis gold medal per- 
formance in the Busan Asian Games. But the 
deal did not push through because the PSC 
did not have the needed funds. 

By the way, why did the fans boo 
Mikey Arroyo when he was introduced 
during Manny Pacquiao's recent fight at 
the Fort in Taguig? Was it a sign that the 
people are now growing weary of 
Mikeys newfound lifestyle? They say 
Mikey, who is now a congressman, was a 
nondescript young man whose early love 
‘among other pleasures in life was to own 


won the daily jack 


ot, it can still be 


those-in-the-know, Mikey starred with 
only а few horses, among these, Sama- 
һап and Sky Shuttle, but today the num- 
ber of horses he reportedly owns is close 
to 50. Some people are simply born 
lucky, di ba? 
SWEEPSTAKES DAILY DRAW. Kudos го 
Nilo Chincuanco, Philippine Charity 
Sweepstakes Office assistant general 
manager for production and marketing, 
for introducing the “Sweepstakes Daily 
Draw" which entitles a ticket-holder 
multiple chances of winning daily with 
just one ticket. Here's how it works: 

Each ticket is worth РАО. Every day, a 
winning ticket is drawn. All tickets are 
included in the draw for an entire 
month, which means that a person that 
buys а ticket has multiple chances of 
winning, starting on the day he buys a 
ticket and continues up to the end of the 
month. And even if a ticket has already 


drawn again and win for the rest of the 
month. A jackpot prize of Р100,000 and 
consolation prizes totaling another 
P100,000 will be drawn daily. Draws are 
held every 4 pm. at the PCSO Draw 
Court, third floor, PCSO Main Building 
on E. Rodriguez Sr. Avenue, Quezon City. 
BIG LETDOWN. Many are asking why 
only two gold medals will be at stake in 
the dancesport competitions of the 
Southeast Asian Games next year. They 
say it is one sport where the Philippines 
could win not only two but from eight to 
10 gold medals in the SEA Games, РЕ 
ipino dance athletes have been perform- 
ing extraordinarily well in recent years 
and that some of them, particularly the 
Latin dancers, are now ranked among 
the best in the Asia-Pacific region, These. 
athletes are our strongest bets to win 
medals in the 2005 SEA Games, yet local 
officials did not see it that way. А pity. 
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Gamboa, So rule Chairman's Cup 


RHAIS Gamboa and Hanson So Caribbean, Northwest Airlines, Wilson Say (ladies) and Doy Tan (guess/spon- mar Tuna Belly Starmaker Saud Beach 
Jn, saving their best for last, dis- Sports, Thai Airways and Globe Platinum. sors) were the champions in the other di- Resort TMS Shipping Agency, Evergreen, 
played excellent shotmaking to , Over at the relatively harder and visions. SENSN Kork Inc., Hotshots, Figaro, C-Lium, Vein 
тип away with the overall net longer Masters course, Eugene Arricsga- Eugene Villanueva likewise joined the Care Clinic, Phil. Wine Merchants and 
п away НИЕ Saturday in the босптйейа net 68 to clinch Class Ahon; winners circle when he won a brand-new | Clubank were major sponsors of he event 
айй gross ies Saturar ors. Hanson So Sr, father of the overall Mitsubishi Lancer GLX, part of the huge — held in honor of dub chair Robert John 
annual Chairman's Cup, the gross victor, was a shot back and placed array of raffle prizes worth P4 million that Sobrepefia. 
Manila Southwoods Golf and second. were given away during the Retro- Sobrepefia again lauded the munifi- 
Country Club's final major event The Class B trophy went to Camp John themed awards night. Antonio Sy bagged cence of the sponsors for their con 
for the year. Hay's senior vice president for marketing, the Royal Caribbean cruise. ‘and the world- support of all Southwoods activiti 
Gambon fired a net 61 and So Jr Shean Bedi, who won over Sed Rosero via class business class tickets to Miami, Flori- ^ "On behalf of the board of directors, 
matched par at the par-72 Legendscourse а lower handicap after making identical da, while Ed Guevarra got a complete management and staff, we express our 
to dominate a record field of 500 players 675. Wilson Irons set. deepest gratitude to them, most especial- 
in the two-day meet presented by Mit- Billy Gualberto (Class C), Yue Gang ‘Turf Co., Nestle, Club Leisure, CJH — ly to the presenters who have become the = 
subishtDiamond Motors, Royal Wen (Class D), Jose Tojino (Class), Сога Devt Со, СУМ Manor, Britesmile, Mira- club's parmers this year? he said. SO: Low gross champ 


Nadera keeps 
top spot in 
Шоап chess 
ланы, 


INTERNATIONAL Master Barlo Nadera of Man- / BUSI 

dave City downed FIDE Master Oliver Dimakil- ў i fi AS d A d 
ing with black in 37 moves of а ‘Trompovsky f > * P onm T Xem Aem ET 
Opening to remain on top after yesterday's sev- 
enth round of the 2004 Iligan Open chess tour- 
nament at the Alfresco Park and Dinner in 
Barangay Camaqui in Iligan City. 

‘The top-seeded Nadera of the Philippine Air 
Force now has 6.5 points to remain on course for 
the P30,000 top prize of this nine-round Swiss 
tournament. 

IM Richard Bitoon beat fellow Cebuano and 
NM Elwin Retanal to move into а tie for second 
place with NM Rustum Tolentino of Cagayan De. 
Oro City and Edmundo Gatus of Tondo, Manila 
with 6 points. 

‘Tolentino topped Mardonio Fuentes of Mis- 
amis Occidental while Gatus beat Henry Lopez 
of Panabo, Davao respectively. 

"Tied for fifth were NM Levi Mercado of Ca- 
gayan De Oro City and Erwin Ababat of Cebu 
with 5.5 points. 

Reigning Misamis Occidental Open champion 
1M Ronald "Onat" Bancod of Quezon City has 5 
points along with FM Oliver Dimakiling, NM 
Emesto Absin, NM Fernandito Pialan, NM Cesar 

aturla and Jake Gonzales. 

With Lorenzo ип" Cuizon as chief arbiter, the 
290,000 tournament has attracted 73 players in- 
cluding three IMs, two FMs and 10 ММ. 

Meanwhile, the 2004 Cagayan de Oro Mixed 
Master Open Chess Tournament will be held on. 
Dec. 21-23 at the inilog Grill and Music Bar. 

For inquiries, please contact Cuizon at mobile 
mo. (0915) 413-2416. 

Marlon Bernardino, Contributor 


SPORTSWATCH 
Pasay 4-cock derby up 


ANOTHER exciting 4-cock derby will feature more 
than 60 fights tonight at the air-conditioned 
Pasay City Cockpit. At stake is P300,000 with the 
PCC employees as hosts. Majority of tonight's 
participants also took partin last week's 143-en- eae? > | 
iry Pasko Sa Pasay derby won by Jessie Bautista Бу. : : MTS 
ої Pangasinan (Final Questor II. Raffy and Rene 
Lagado (Cruz de Jerusalem), Joan Salazar (Soli 
taria) and Abu Centeno (Bakbakan Sa Pampan- 
оа). The event will be sponsored by Sagupaan 
Complexor 3000. Sagupaan Mite Free and Sagu- 
paan 8-50 Forten. Meanwhile, the "Super 2-Cock 
UlutarvFastest КИ is set on Dec. 22 with more 
han 150 small-time cockers and breeders seeing 
action, Call 843-1746, 843-1890 and 816-6750. 


Asiad 3K Fun Run 

OVER 300 school children from the city of Manila 
Joined and ished the Asian Games 3K Fun Run. 
ely Sunday morning to celebrate sports and high- 
light the 151 Asian Games scheduladin Doha, 
Oatar, in 2006. Organized by the Olympic Council of 
Asia to promote the forthcoming quadrennial event, 
Similar races have been heid arier his year in Viet- 
mam, Turkmenistan, Bhutan, Lebanon and Mongol. 
"We ae delight that our friends from the Philp- Е 
pine Olympic Committee have worked with is fora G t үү . 
Süconsstul staging o the Astan Games FUn AU In overnmen arning: 


Manila, sports empowers us all to achieve and bring. 


ачалы Cigarette smoking is dangerous to your health. 


aim and helps strengthen the OCA objective of de- 
veloping understanding and friendship throughout 
the continent,” said OCA president Н.Е. Sheikh Ah- 
mad Fahad Al Sabah in a released statement. 
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Real Spicy simply too hot for foes 


Wins Juvenile race by 6 lengths 
and with plenty left to spare 


NOW THAT'S MORE LIKE IT 


What is Cosmetic Transdermal Reconstruction? (CTR™) 


‘Ask us how we can provide you with СТЕ” the original 
‘and most requested hair restoration process. 


Special thanks to all our loyal customers for „ш, 
8 great years. 


‘Your friendly staff at Image Associates, Inc. 
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Men's Doubles 


Mr. Gener Godoy & Mr. Joel Estrada 
(Alias Publishing) 


Mixod Doubles. 
Mr. Rommel Ойа & Ms. Ma. Teresa David 
(Sheridan) 


Ladies Doubles 
Ms. Ата Bringas & Ms. Maria Teresa Dayan 
(Sheridan) 


BChamplons'| 


stevellBichamblon 
Men's Doubles 


Mixed Doubles 
(PNP / Malaya) 
Ladies Doubles 


(Prima image) 


Mr. Rey Garcla & Mr. Frumencio Bernal. 
(PNP) 
Ms. Grace Bernal & Mr. Rey Garcia. 


Ms. Roxy Arabia & Ms. Tess Polo 


Men's Doubles 
Mr. Carlo Mercado & Mr. Bong Viray 
(Philippine Dally inquirer) 


Misi Doubles 
Nr. Jojo Sansano & Ms. Rina 
dux d 


Ladies Doublos 
Ms. Maria Christine Francia & 
Ms. Maria Cecilia Francisco 
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By Edwin Villanueva, Contributor 


REAL Spicy ran the one-mile 
(1,600 meters) distance for the 
first time yesterday and easily 
conquered it as well as his ri- 
vals in the 2004 Juvenile 
Championship at the San 
Lazaro Leisure Park. 

Showing his versatility the prized 
chestnut of Hermie Esguerra simply 
tucked in behind Tiger Song and sta- 
blemate Euro Bucks in the early going 
before exploding away at the home 
tum to prevail with still a lot of speed 
in reserve. 

At the end of the contest, Real Spicy 
was six lengths in front of Tiger Song, 
with Euro Bucks holding on to third 
spot, seven lengths adrift. 

“Sobrang magaling, tingin ko magig- 
ing paborito sa Triple Crown sa isang 
taon (He's so good, 1 think he'll be the 
favorite in the Triple Crown next 
year)." said ace jockey Pat Dilema on 
the son of 1998 US Kentucky Derby 
and Preakness Stakes winner Real Qui- 
cet out of Spicy Tale. 

With trainer Andrew Sanchez in- 
structing him to let the horse glide 
along should anyone challenge them 
for the early lead, Dilema confidently 


wheeled Real Spicy within range of the 
pacesetters before stepping on the gas 
at the fartum. 

By the time they bounded off the 
last bend, there was no denying Real 
Spicy as he whizzed by Tiger Song and 
Euro Bucks, giving Dilema all the luxu- 
ry of looking over his shoulders in 
search of the opposition down the 
stretch. 

“Mahirap na yatang makakita uli ng 
kabayong kasinggaling niya ngayon as 
a two-year-old (it seems its hard to 
find a horse as good as he is right 
now). He reminds me a lot of my horse 
Time Master" said Sanchez, the for- 
mer jai-alai star known as “Filipino,” 
comparing Real Spicy with his former 
‘Triple Crown champion. 

‘The win, Real Spicy's sixth straight 
since Aug. 27, was worth P1 million for 
Esguerra, who is currently in Sydney, 
‘Australia, to attend to his daughters 
wedding. The Plaridel, Bulacan, sports- 
man-businessman also got P209,250 for 

што Bucks third-place finish. 

Calling from Down Under, Esguerra 
said : “Salamat nakaraos tayo (Thanks 
we pulled through). 1 would like to 
commend Dilema, my trainers and all 
the staff of the Esguerra Stable. And to 
the racing fans, thank you, thank you 
and Merry Christmas." 


‘Tiger Song, ridden by Louie Balboa, 
settled for P376,750. Money for Rap. 
arrived fourth, edging Real Spicys 
coupled entry, Eye Candy, then came 
Cool Mount, In Command and Manila 
Magic, Pyramid Relaunch was 
scratched die to injury. 

"Based on his performance, he has a 
good chante in the coming Triple 
Crown, Well rest him for a while and 
race him again probably by late Jan- 
шагу next year,” added Sanchez, also a 
former Philracom chair 

Justino “Nick” Atienza, Esguerra's 
other thoroughbred conditioner, re- 
ceived the huge Juvenile champion's 
trophy from Philracom head Jimmy 
Dilag, who announced the holding of 
more major races їп 2005 with bigger 
prizes and incentives. 

Real Spicy who — comered 
P1,178,886 in daily double sales out of 
P1,28,620, covered the route in a fast 
1:40 flat (25-24-24.5-26.5), a second 
shy of the record, 

‘Anticipating what his rivals would 
employ, Dilema expertly held Real 
Spicy tight and did not bite the bait of 
Tiger Song. Instead, it was the Virgilio 
Camañero Jr-guided Euro Bucks, 
more known as a stayer, who battled 
the pacesetter, giving Real Spicy ample 
time to strike when ready. 


FUTURE BECKHAMS: Charles Lazaro of South Ridge, Laguna battles for position against Benson Bautista of 
Oriental Mindoro in the Red Ribbon football tournament at the Ateneo field. 
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ITEMS 


PHILIPPINE Columbian Associa- 
tion's Raymond Villarete crushed 
Christian Canlas, 6-1, 6-2, to rule 
the 18-under division finals of the 
Muslim “Wahab” Akbar age- 
group tennis championships at 
the Philippine Columbian Associ: 
ation courts in Plaza Dilao, Paco. 

Villarete, who led eight other 
neuers, bagged his first major 
win in the local age-group 
scene. 

Christine Patrimonio, daugh- 
ter of basketball legend Alvin Pat- 
rimonio, easily defeated Regina 
Santiago, 6-2, 6-2, to dominate 
the girls 14-under. 

"The win was a sort of revenge 
for Patrimonio after Santiago 
bested her younger sister, Clarice 
Patrimonio, 6-3, 6-1, to take the 
girls 12-undertitle. 

Clarice, the top seed in the 12- 
under girls class, defeated Irina 
Quinatadcan in the semifinals, 4- 
6, 7-6 (4), 6-1. 

Villarete became the first un- 
seeded player to make the semifi 
nals after repulsing Niko Katig. 
bak, 6-0, 6-0. 

Ken Patrick Arevalo, younger 
brother of ВРЕ No. 1 women's 
player Crarina Mae Arevalo, kept 
the winning tradition by beating 
Vincent Atienza, 6-3, 6-2, to top 
the boys 14-under. 

Arevalo tripped Jose Opulen- 
cia, 6:3, 6-4, in the semifinals. 

Tim Polero defeated Dheo Tal- 


потеза 


tayod, 7-5, 6-4, to rule the 10-un- 
der unisex division. 

Кіт Багата trounced Kyle 
Cordero, 6-3, 6-0, го capture the , 
boys 12-under. 

In the girls 16-under division, 
‘Trudy Amoranto outlasted Julie 
Em Вог, 6-4, 6-3, for the title. 

James Murrell bagged the boys 
16-under title after thwarting- 
Mikoff Manduriao, 6-2, 4-0 (re- 
tired) 

Michelle Pang dominated the 
girls 18-under category after de- 
feating Amoranto, 7-5, 

Amoranto defeated Angelica 
Ngo, 6-3, 6-0, while Pang 
shrugged off Botor, 6-4, 6-0, be- 
fore reaching the finals, 

‘Akbar, who awarded the tro- 
phies to the winners, said the 
eventis aimed at discovering new 
talents for future international 
competitions. 

“This is my dream. To see kids 
four or five years from now repre- 
senting and winning in the inter 

tional tennis scene including 
the Davis Cup," he said. 

“With enough tournaments to 
hone their skills and proper train- 
ing program, | believe thisis nol а 
far-fetched dream," added the 

lan governor, who also pre- 
sented the successful PCA Open 
Jas month. 

The event was sponsored by 
Dynamic Sports Com, Chris 
Sports Plaza and Penn balls. 
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Spirit of ‘Da King’ 

looms over Baguio 

film fest parade 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2004 


By Vincent Cabreza 
and Frank Cimatu 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


BAGUIO CITY—The show must go on. 

And so this city's parade of stars for the 
Metro Manila Film Pestival-Philippines went 
ол as scheduled on Wednesday despite the re- 
cent death of actor Fernando Poe Jr. acknowl- 
edged "king" of local cinema. 

But actors Cesar Montano, Joel Terre, 
Sarah Geronimo, Mark Bautista, Paulo Contis 
and Aiza Seguerra opted to tour the city in 
barely decorated floats, their own gesture of 
mourning, according to one of the festival or- 
ganizers. 

* Montano said he and the other stars attend- 
ed the festival parade, held later in the day af- 
ter Poe's death, because they wanted to "con- 
tinue [his] legacy” 

Speaking in Filipino, the actor told more 
than 500 people gathered at the SM City 


Baguio after the parade: “We know ‘Da King's 
heart was devoted to making people happy.” 
Montano said in Filipino. “бо уге have to carry 
on.” 

Montano produced and directed the 
Visayan movie, "Panaghoy sa Suba," one of 
the eight festival entries. 


Jeers 

Not all of the floats had stars in them. Resi- 
dents who waited as early as 8 a.m. for the pa- 
rade jeered at float participants they could 
not recognize; "Why didn't you bring more fa- 
mous stars? What kind of parade is this)?" 

Montano said later, “Many of our col- 
leagues could not make it. Had Mr. Poe not 
died, more would have come here.” 

“Tm sure ‘Da King would love it that we are 
carrying the torch,” added Torre, Montano's 
co-star. 

Montano, Torre and Ronnie Lazaro were on 
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"d events! events! 
c December 20, 2004, 7:00 РМ. 


P The San Miguel Philharmonic Orchestra 
ESAN MIGUEL & The San Miguel Master Chorale 


PERFORMING. ARIS 


with Ryan Cayabyab 


G) MERRY! MERRY! CAROLING 


December 21, 2004 


aff Children's Joy Foundation 
MIGUEL | 39m Activity Center + Spm & 7pm Central Plaza 


ANM ORCHESTRA 


December 22, 2004 
Kaibigan Vocal Ensemble 


3pm Activity Center « 5pm & 7pm Central Plaza 


=SAN MIGUEL 


December 23, 2004 


Philippine Symphonic Band 


EASTER CHORALE | Зрт Activity Center «5pm & 7pm Central Plaza 
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ENTERTAINMENT 


Divina Valenci 
e for FPJ 


PRECIOUS MEMORIES. Divina's brooding son Dranreb, FPJ's godchild: 


‘of the people is the voice of God." 


CNN’S VERONICA PEDROSA 


By Irene C. Perez 


HONG KONG-BASED Filipino journal- 
ist Veronica Pedrosa anchors the news 
on CNN, worked for media outfits 
ABS-CBN and BBC, wrote for a local 
newspaper, taught her Australian hus- 
band how to get off a jeepney, watches 
over her two kids, listens to Brit rock 
bands and confessed she was a "party 
animal” at Cambridge University. 

‘And she does her own makeup, too. 

Pedrosa was recently named Best 
News Anchor in the 2004 Asian Televi- 
sion Awards in Singapore for her work 
оп CNN's "World News Asia," a two- 
hour program she presents with An- 
drew Stevens. 

In an on-line survey, Pedrosa, 38- 
year-old mother of two, was also nom- 
inated one of the 100 sexiest news an- 
ог 

Of her inclusion among the sexiest, 
Pedrosa laughed. "A hundred's a lot," 
she said. "Tm 99, right?" 


Most difficult 

“The great challenge for all of us 
who work in news [is] how do we 
make the important interesting?," Pe- 
drosa told Ingumen Entertainment in 
ап interview in Makati last Thursday. 
"How do we make the important com- 
pelling? 

and for us who work for commer- 
cial networks, how do we make it 50 
we could make some money? I'm just 
Kidding,” she added with a heavy 
British accent. 

The mother of two who has no sec- 
retary and who does her own research 
has covered a number of major global 
and regional news stories, and inter- 
viewed Nobel Peace Prize winner 
Aung San Suu Kyi of Burma, East Tim- 
or Forelgn Minister Jose Ramos Horta, 
New Zealand Prime Minister Helen 
Clark, Australian Prime Minister John 
Howard and East Timor President 
Xanana Gusmao. 

But her most difficult interviews, 
she said, would be of victims, "ordi- 
nary people in extraordinary circum- 
stances.” These are people, she said, in 
stressful or traumatic situations who 
may not appreciate the intrusion of 
the media and are suspicious of their 
intentions and should be handled with 
sensitivity, education and training, 


Learning the basics 

How'sa typical working day at CNN 
for the year's Best News Anchor? 

Pedrosa gets го work at 3 рат. 
checks her e-mail and reads wire sto- 
ries, At 4:30 p.m., staff members and 
producers assess stories in an editorial 
meeting and prepare a lineup. After 
deciding on story treatments and gear- 
ing up for any break-in news, they go 
into the preparations for the actual 
show. 


“HOW do we make the important 
compelling?” 


Pedrosa thinks local media are do- 
ing pretty well. She acknowledged 
that she learned the basics from pitch 
hitting for Ces Drilon in the "905 ABS- 
СВМ news program “The World 
Tonight," then hosted by Angelo Cas- 
tro and former Sen. Loren Legarda. 

“Т can see that they are very profes- 
sional and J can see that they've really 
gone for the live coverage,” she said. 
"Doing the same kind of thing that 
CNN does, trying to be in the place 
where the story is happening. 

Pedrosa recently hosted "Eye on In- 
dia,” a World News Asia live special 
from New Delhi, and was amazed at 
how young Indian students idealized 
studying and working in their country, 
where multinational companies are 
rooming in. 

“1 find it really hard to speak to 
these young people who say ‘You 
know what, I don't feel the need to go 
overseas anymore,” she said. "Ies very 
heartening that in а country where 
millions of the poor live, there is а 
growing middle class and а growing 

ted class as well that feels that 


Covering GMA 

Of her writing years ago for the 
now-defunct Manila Chronicle, one of 
her vivid memories is of Gloria Mac 
pagal-Arroyo as an undersecretary 
giving news briefings to reporters at 
the Bureau of Investments. 

The President and Pedrosa met 
again recently, "She told me, Veronica 
Тт so proud of you," Pedrosa said, 
"but every time 1 look at her 1 think of 
the BOW 

‘A traveler who has lived on three 


By Nini Valera 


DIVINA Valencia, the "605 screen 
siren with the Veronica Lake curl over 
опе eye, came home from the US last 
‘Thursday to pay her last respects to 
Fernando Poe Jt., her friend and for- 
mer screen partner. 

"He was a good friend of mine,” 
said Divina in Filipino. "He's the god- 
father of Dranreb [her eldest son by 
the late actor Bernard Belleza]. 1 
came back just to see him one last 
time." 

Divina, 58, said she heard the news 
of FPJ's death at 8 a.m. last Sunday, 
California time, when a friend of hers 
called to tell her the news. 

"i told my husband, Delfin Quesa- 
da, to call up his brother who i 
ried to FPJ's sister Evangeline, 
ina recalled. "[Delfin's] brother con- 
firmed that FPJ had died, and 1 just 
started to cry" 

Divina said that was the first time 
her husband had seen her ery. She 
said he urged her to return to Manila. 

"So I bought a ticket and flew here 
the following day,” she said. 


Long line of love 

Divina and Dranreb went to FPJ's 
wake at the Sto. Domingo Church 
‘Thursday night. The former actress 
was still sleepless and had not yet 


gotten over her jet lag. 

She described the long queue of 
people wake who, like her, wanted to 
pay their final respect to the man who 
touched millions of lives. 

“Yon can see from the long line of 
people who wait four to five hours 
justto see Ronnie that he is loved by 
the masses,” Divina observed. "Not 
only the masses, but also the other ac- 
tors who are there to condole with 
the family. Some of these actors live 
abroad, but they also came back just 
tobid Ronnie goodbye. 

"You can see from the number of 
people who are in his wake how 
much love he gave in his lifetime 
and left behind. He built up rela- 
tionships all his life, and he has 
helped a lot of people without self- 
interest and without advertising his 
help. it's only now that you can hear 
all the good things he had done for 
other people." 

Divina's friendship with FPJ began 
in 1965 when she became his leading 
lady in “Alabok sa Lupa,” for which he 
won the first of Famas Best Actor 
awards (his second was for “Asedil- 
10"), according to Divina. The friend- 
ship grew stronger after she married 
Bernard, another action star who was 
among FPJ's peers, When Divina gave 
birth to Dranreb (whose name isa re- 
verse of his father's), now 35, ЕРЈ 


stood as the boy's grandfather. 

Even after Bernard was shot dead 
in March 1970, Divina kept his friend 
ship with FPJ, describing it as a stabi- 
lizing factor in her tumultuous life 
with her husband, 


Godfather’s role 

FPJ took his role as godfather to 
Dranreb seriously. He sent him to col- 
lege intheUS. 

"After Dranreb graduated from 
high school, FPJ told me that his gift 
to bim was to send him to the US," 
Divina said. 

Dranreb said he last saw FPJ in the 
US on Sept. 26, 2003. 

Asked what his relationship was 
like with FPJ, the brooding former 
child actor said enigmatically, "IQ just. 
berween the two of us. 

"There are other people who can 
say more,” Dranreb added. "The 
memories I have of my ni пол are so 
precious that maybe, this is not the 
time to share. Everybody is giving him 
atribute so I'm taking а step back. I re- 
spect the man and 1 respect what he 
has contributed to society. 

"ез а bit belated and it's a bit like. 
adding salt to our wounds because it 
has been said before. if 1 simplify this. 
equation 1 would say...vox populi 
vox dei (The voice of the people is the 
voice of God.)" 


continents, Pedrosa was last home in 
Manila just last October for her dad's 
birthday. She visits her family in the 
Philippines once to thrice а year. 

“I don't even have another passport, 
which is a pain,” she said. "My hus- 
band [CNN cameraman Mark Phillips] 
complains. It takes forever to get a 
ropean visa!” Phillips dropped by dur- 
ing the interview. 

Pedrosa recounted telling her hus- 
band, in a British accent, how to get 
off a passenger jeepney in Manila by 
saying to the driver, “tabi lang po.” He 
mimicked her, but in his own Aus- 
tralian twang. 


Journalist by choice 

Pedrosa was uprooted at age 4 after 
her mom, writer Carmen Navarro Ре- 
drosa, authored a tell-all biography оп 
former First Lady Imelda Marcos that 
led to their exile to London. 

"We were refugees," she said. “My 
parents were very, very active in the 
exiled opposition. 1 grew up reading 
about the human rights abuses in the 
Philippines since I was 10. 

Bur her mom didn't pus 
her to pur 


nila. Her 


3-11 pam, 


"А HUNDRED'S 
alot. l'm 99, right 


Is Best News Anchor 
also one of 100 sexiest? 


schedule allows her to have the morn- 
ings with her kids. 


Washand go 

She likes televisions “The West 
Wing,” the novels of Jane Austen, and 
has just finished “The Curious Incident 
of the Dog in the Nighttime” by Mark 
Haddon. 

CDs of Brit rock acts Travis and 
Coldplay are in her player, and she al- 
зо listens to Black Eyed Peas and Bey- 
oncé. 

And yes, she fixes herself up for her 
CNN show. A consultant checks out 
her wardrobe and updates her look ev- 
ery now and then, but she takes care of 
“wash and go" hair, avoiding industri- 
alstrength blow-dryers and hair 
gunk. 

Veronica Pedrosa has come a long 
way, and aspiring journalists look up 
toher. 

“I can still identify with you guys,” 
she said. “I'm still learning. It just goes 
‘onand on. l'm just doing it longer." 

‘Somewhere in the interview, some- 

one from home texted her to get 

some chick peas from the 
Е Forc 
explained. 

She might be a 
CNN biggie but she 
is still Everywon 
an—reponin 


wide range of 
from the 
live snake 
to the East 
Timor liberation, and 
still have time to play 
with her children and 
1s for dinner. 


events, 
biggest 


теп: 


10 albums 


‘THE ТОР 10 albums of the year, according to 
Associated Press music writer Nekesa Mumbi 
Moody: 

1) "Confessions," Usher. This was the most 


overplayed, overexposed album of the 
year—and the best. 5 hard to remember when 
a heartbreaking cad sounded so appealing. 

2) "The College Dropout, Kanye West. 
Though technically a rap album, at its heart, 
West's stunning debut was every bit soul music. 
Tis songs spoke of struggles of everyday life — 
from the small to the gargantuan — through 
gripping lyrics, biting satire and Davidi 
Chapelle-worthy skits. 

3) “Virgin Ubiquity: Unreleased Record- 
ings, 1976-1981,” Roy Ayers. This sweet col- 
lection of the jazzman'slost recordings is a won- 
derfully orchestrated symphony of funk and 
soul. Songs like “Sugar” will make you wanna 
dust off your old disco ball (or steal it from your 
mom's closet). 

4) “Rebel Soul Music,” Martin Luther, Like 
the black rock scene itself, Martin Luther—one 
of its most talented stars—has been producing 

izzling music thats gone pretty much unno- 
ticed. The pressure-cooker "Growing Pains" and 
the sexy "Truth or Dare" are standouts. 

5) "One Blood: Una Sangre," Lila Downs. 
Though she's known as Mexico's leading lady of 
song, Downs crafted an album that encom- 
passed all different genres and worldly influ- 
ences with her latest, from blues to even a little 
rap. 

6) “Launchpad,” Particle. This jam band 
takes you on an intergalactic head trip with 
their trippy album, By the time the record ends, 
you'll be wanting another ride. 

7) "Rbg: Revolutionary But Gangsta,” 
Dead Prez. Like a lot of other artists, Dead Prez 
put out a record about war in 2004, but it had 
nothing to do with Iraq. They paint a bleak por- 
trait, but offer compelling, and certainly contro- 
versial, ways to battle back. 

8) "Afrodisiac," Brandy At this point, many of 
you will surely be saying: “Brandy came out 
with an album this year?” Her third disc, "Afro- 
disiac," came and went faster than her faux 
marriage—a shame, because this dise, with ma- 
jor production work by Timbaland, was surely 
her best. 

9) “The Grey Album," Danger Mouse, Jay-Z 
and The Beatles, Danger Mouse must be kicking 
himself right about now. The DJ/producer clev- 
erly mixes the lyrics from Јау-75 "Black Album” 
and music from the legendary Beatles "White. 
Album" to create the widely downlonded "The. 
Grey Album,” one of the most ingenious 
mashups to date. 

10) "Finally Woken,” Jem. Yes, this British 
import does sound awful lot like fellow UK 
songstress Dido, at least vocally. In a year when 
we heard more female voices from the altema- 
tive music scene, Jem's was the strongest, AP 


"I LOVE watches.” 


PLAYING the guitar with an audience of one, daughter Samantha 
Isabelle 


By Marinel R. Cruz 
Photos by Rem Zamora 


Cesar Montano’s “search for old 

things” led him to an antique 
shop in Tokyo, where he bought an 
expensive black velvet top hat for 
no reason at all. 

“I just like buying old things,” Cesar told 
Inouinex Entertainment in an interview at 
his home in Quezon City." And] 1 liked the 
hat because, despite its age, it was still in 
good shape. lt even had its own case.” 

Не forgot all about the hat, Cesar said, 
until Marilou Diaz-Abaya’s historical film, 
“Jose Rizal,” was offered to him four years 
later." remembered that l actually owned a 
hat that was perfect for the role," he said. “It 
was then that 1 understood the har's pur- 
pose." 

“Rizal,” produced by GMA 
Films, romped off with 14 
trophies at the 1997 Out 
Metro Manila Film Festival OF THE 
awards, including best pic- 

{ure and Cesars firs ап. CLOSET 
ing award. A year later, Се- 
sar joined the Metro Manila Film Fest again 
Via "Muro-Ami (Reef Hunters)." also direct- 
ed by Diaz-Abaya for GMA Films. 

fiis year, he will be seen in another entry, 
“Panaghoy sa Suba (Call of the River)" 
which he himself directed for his very own 
CM Films. 

Nowadays, Cesar's hat is placed promi- 
пепцу on his office shelf, along with books 
that he loves and trophies he has won since 
“Jose Rizal.” 

Book. “I'm currently reading “The Five 
Points of Calvinism’ by Edwin Palmer. I'mal- 
so interested in action and suspense novels. 
1 also like this one book about Filipino sol- 

s during World War IL. This is a true sto- 
ry. This happened before the Bataan March. 

"1 read because, as a director, I'm always 
looking for new ideas. i's a must for film- 
makers.” 

‘Accessories. “The black headgear is from 
Fubu. also have it in blue and white. I usu- 
ally wear this when 1 play basketball, tennis 
or boxing. It keeps my hair away from my 
eyes. I don't want to be fixing my hair ali the 
time. This is the same reason that most bas- 
kerball players shave their heads. 

* love watches. 1 collect them. This one 
that Pm wearing is a Daytona, my current 
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THE PRECIOUS bag froma 
German friend: "I put everything 
in here—CDs, Discman .. 


favorite—flavor of the month. I wear this al- 
most everyday. 1 like it because it's black, 
and I can wear anything with it.” 

‘Tops. “I prefer basic colors. 1 go for casual 
stuff. If ГТ not doing anything, РА rather 
wear round-neck shirts than collared tops. 
But if | need to go somewhere, 1 like wear- 
ing cotton polos, they suit the weather here 
їп the Philippines. Presko ang (fresh) feel- 
ing. 

____ Fubu, 02000 and Hanford provide most 

ЖОГ my shirts. ©2000 has good corporate 
wear. The designs are very conservative 
Fubu is very sporty. Most designs are loose 
and best worn after gym or when going to 
the mall. Hanford shirts are made of good 
‘materials. Kumakapit sa katawan (They hug 
the body). They also go well with jeans. 

“| like my Armani shirt because it hangs 
well. I feel very comfortable when I wear it 
1 азо feel very clean when I wear white." 

“Thardly wear dri-fit shirts when 1 work out. 1 
stil prefer cotton because they really absorb my 
sweat.” 

Pants, “When 1 buy slacks, І make sure 
they go with most of my clothes. If you're an 
actor, you should really dress well. 

“While I like my slacks to be a little tight, 1 
prefer jeans that are loose. go for the 
straight-cut and boot-cut types in denims. | 
don't like wearing high-waisted pants. But 
I'm not so into hipsters either, because I sel- 
dom wear belts.” 

“Pm wearing a pair of Edwin jeans [a Ger- 
man brand], its one of my favorites. 1 like 
the soft fabric. The design attracted 


FUBU headgear 
keeps his hair out 
of his еуез. 


HIS CURRENT 


"USUALLY just wear 
shorts. This Abercromt 


pair is my favorite. 
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CESAR likes his slacks a little tight. 


me—it's deconstructed. When it comes to 
jeans, ayaw ko nang bagung-bago (I don't 
like the brand-new look). In fact, I want 
them torn in places. Ayaw ko ng pang-sim- 
bang gabi ang dating (I don't want to look 
like 'm off to church).” 

Shoes. “I'm a size 12. My friends from 
where I grew up used to call me ‘Buboy Раа.” 
1 buy shoes abroad because I seldom find 
anything here that fits me well. Oftentimes, 
ljust get frustrated. Italian shoes are good. 1 
also like those that come from the US. 

"1 like this pair of low-cut boots that I'm 
wearing because it's made from soft leather. 
Paang magsasaka kasi ang paa ko (Ihave the 
feet of a farmer). I can't wear boots that are 
too pointed, only rounded ones fit me. 
Square-toes are okay, too. 

“Shoes from Skechers are okay, like this 
blue pair that looks good with jeans. This 
fits me well because it’s square-toed. My 
feet don't hurt at all. 

“I like my rubber shoes to be light. For 
basketball, 1 wear low-cuts. This is so 1 
won't sprain my ankle." 

Shorts. "On normal days, you would see 
me wearing shorts. My favorite is this Aber- 
crombie pair, because it’s very comfortable. 
їз cotton. 

Musical instrument. “I've had this 
acoustic guitar from Taylor for four years 
now. I bought this in the States. Maganda 
ang kalansing niya (It has a nice sound). 

"| treasure my guitars because playing 
them brings back happy memories of my 
childhood. When I'm happy with my friends 
or when I'm feeling sad, or when it's raining 
and 1 can't get out of the house, I always 
havea guitar with me.” 

Bag. “This is made from real leather and 
it's 200 years old. No, just kidding. A Ger- 
man friend gave it to me when I did a small 
show there. Не gave this го те November of 
last year, but he had been using it for the 
longest time. He's a musician and this is 
where he puts all his musical arrange- 
ments. 

“in here 1 put everything—my wallet, 
CDs, Discman and my favorite book." 


“Panaghoy sa Suba” also stars Juliana 
Palermo, Daria Ramirez, Caridad Sanches, 
Joel Torre, Ronnie Lazaro, Ramon Villanue- 
va, and young actors Raven Bulado and Re- 
becca Lusterio. 


‘Midnight Express’ director makes peace with Turkey 


ISTANBUL—Movie director Oli- since the first screening of the and writingaracistscreenplayin  victed for relatively nothing to United Statestake ahard look at ед before being moved toa mini- 


ver Stone, in Istanbul promot- award-winning 1978 film, which every Turkish character, 30 years and he was treated bru- its own prison system. 
ing his new blockbuster based on the memoirs of Billy without exception, isdepicted as tally in prison. So this is all docu- AR: which he eventually fled. 
“Alexander,” took the chance Hayes. avillain. mented. Coincidence But Mumcu, who was held up 
last week to try to make peace Hayes, a young American, was The film is also rife with hor- “The larger picture,” Stone Stone was scheduled to have іп Ankara, could not make it. 
with Turkey, where he hes been sentenced to 30 years in jail іп гій prison scenes of rape and said,"isthat Turkey snottheon- breakfast with Turkish Culture Тһе two were scheduled to 
lified as the man who tar- Turkey after a protracted legal torture. ly country whose prison system and Tourism Minister Erkan meet later at another venue 
nished the country's image with saga that began when he was s some of the zealous- is not working. America has sim- Mumcu at a luxury Istanbul ho- where, Mumcu earlier said, he 
his sereenplay for the classic caught at Istanbul airport trying ness, some of the anger came ilar problems." tel. would discuss with Stone the 
“Midnight Express.” to smuggle hashish out of the from being young and trying to He recalled how he was ‘The exercise was supposed to possibility of undertaking joint 
"| never intended it to be country. make the point too much, too booed when, at the Hollywood have symbolic value, since the projects in this country, which 
against Turkey,” Stone told AFP in hard,” Stone acknowledged. ceremony at which he picked up — hotel—a regular fixture on "best has recently adopted legislation 
ап interview here. “It was against Too much, too hard? But he added: “Itwas true that а Golden Globe for best screen- hotelin the world” lists—used to to encourage foreign produc- 
injustice .. . everywhere.” ‘They have accused Stone of Billy Hayes did ger screwed in play for “Midnight Express" in be the notorious Sultanahmet tion companies to film in 
‘Turks have denounced Stone taking liberties with Hayes book the Turkish system. He was con- 1979, he suggested that the jail, where Hayes was incarcerat- 
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GEORGE Michael. 


LONDON—Singer 
George Michael has 
issued a stinging re- 
ply to uncomplimen- * 
tary remarks made 
by Elton John, which 
he said were gar- 
тегей from gossip on 
the "gay grapevine.” 
In a very public 
spat between two of 
Britain's best known 
and successful gay 
artists, Michael pub- 
lished’ a letter in a 
celebrity magazine 
released on Tuesday 
in which he hit back 
at John's recent criti- 
cism of his private 
life. Reuters 
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USED in '30s film 


Chaplin's 
cane 
fetches 
$91,800 


LONDON—A bam- 
boo cane that Char- 
lie Chaplin used in 
the classic 1930s 
spoof “Мойет 
Times" sold for 
47,800 pounds 
($91,800) at an auc- 
tion Tuesday. 

Christie's did not 
release the buyers 
identity. 

Two prop mous- 
taches the star wore 
in "The Great Dicta- 
tor" fetched 11,950. 
pounds ($23,000) 
and 17,925 pounds 
($34,300) in a sale 
of movie memora- 
bilia. 

‘The Planet Holly- 
wood restaurant. 
chain bought a 
moon buggy used in 
2 THE GRUDGE the 1971 James 
3 SURVIVING CHRISTMAS Bond fm. “ош 


monds are Forever" 
SONDERE for 23,900 pounds 


(845,900). 
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New filmmakers’ strengths and weaknesses 


FOR THE past few months, we have 
been busy judging the entries of new 
filmmakers to next February's Cine- 
malaya Philippine Alternative Film 
Festival, in both its feature-length 
and short (20-minute) narrative com- 
petitions. 

From this long involvement, we 
have acquired a clearer knowledge 
of new filmmakers’ strengths and 
weaknesses. 

Their best suit is their creativity, 
which results in alternative ар: 
proaches, fresh takes and “irrever- 
ent" filmmaking that provides view- 
ers a welcome alternative to the 
generally predictable and commer- 
cially "safe" movies seen on main- 
stream cinema screens. 

On the other hand, some new 
filmmakers have a hard time gradu- 
ating from short, artistic, ms 
and experimental filmmak 
ances ani formats that make tdi 
ficult for them to connect with the 
huge mainstream audience. 

This in turn limits the audience's 
chances го benefit from new film- 
makers original concepts. 

So, the quicker they learn to “go 
full-length,” the better for the 
ipino viewing public. 

When it comes to the short narra- 
tive format, we observe that quite a 
number of new filmmakers are so 
‘hung up on visual experiments that 
‘they can't tell a good, eventful and 
'emphatic story. 

They also don't adequately devel- 
op plot and character, so some of 
their short films are visually strik- 
ing, but otherwise inert. 

This is a liability especially on the 
local scene, because we sense that 
Filipino viewers generally love 
eventful storytelling on the big 
screen. 

Some new filmmakers are similarly 
weak when it comes to handling ac- 
tors. To begin with, they don't suffi 
ciently appreciate the importance of 
astute, believable casting. 


CESAR Montano 


Spirit 


VIEWFINDER 


Nestor 
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Their lead players may be well- 
cast, but secondary characters are 
ineptly portrayed, resulting in weak 
productions that can't draw viewers. 
into their all-important sphere of 
empathy. 

In addition, a number of new di- 
rectors are so focused on visuals 
that they don't know how to guide 
their actors to come up with imagi- 
native and completely credible por- 
trayals. 

This is a major problem, because 
while it's true that film is a visual 
medium, viewers still need to relate. 
to believable and emphatic protago- 
nists. If the actor playing the protag- 
onist is hammy, nervous, self-con- 
scious or otherwise inept, there goes 
the film! 

Some new directors are also weak 
when it comes to script analysis, 
thematic underscoring, film time as 
opposed to real time, and editing. 

These limitations further compro- 
mise their efforts, and make it more 
difficult for them to be considered 
by producers for professional, main- 
stream work. 

Despite these occasional limita- 
tions, new filmmakers should he 
helped to make a relatively hassle 
{тес transition to full-length movie 
productions, because the industry 
and the viewing publie need regular 
infusions of fresh talent to get local 
movies out of the desultory slump 
they're in. 


‘Destiny Fulfilled’ 

DESTINY'S Child has come out with 
“Destiny Fulfilled,” its first full- 
length album since 20015 “Sur- 
vivor” 


“6 ы Io: 


It's time to watch the year Sx katy 
most excellent films! 2j Ou 


Catch the most awaited annual $ 
event in local film industry! 


The new album's 11 tracks pulse 
with contemporary rhythms and 
usica] hooks, chronicling an emo- 
tional journey across the turbulent 
landscape of romance. 

Songs include “Lose My Breath,” 
“Soldier,” “Cater 2 U,” "T-shirt," “Is 
She the Reason,” “Girl,” "Вай 
Habit" "I “Free,” "Love" and 
“Through with Love.” 


Vanessa’s Christmas 

VANESSA Williams makes the holi- 
day season especially bright with 
her second Christmas compilation, 
"Silver and Gold.” 

The new batch of Yuletide tunes 
includes "Christmas Is," “December 
Lullaby" "Winter Weather," “Mary's 
Little Boy Child" and "Silver and 
Gold." 

She also sings Чоу to the World" 
with Brian McKnight, and Irish 
flutes and guitars give her rendition 
of “Silent Night" and "The Holly and 
the Ivy” a new vibe. 


‘Rites of Passage’ 

DISCOVERY Channel's “Rites of Pas- 
sage” (tonight till Dec. 24, 10 p.m.) 
features episodes of the “Becoming 
a Man” series. They follow young 
men in remote villages as they at- 
tempt to pass tests, both mental and 
physical, that will decide whether 
they can officially be convicted men 
within their culture. 

Episodes: tonight, “Becoming a 
Man: In Siberia"; tomorrow, "Мек- 
Path to Manhood”; Dec. 22, *Becom- 
ing a Man: In Africa"; Dec. 23, "Stick 
Fights and Lip Plates”; Dec. 24, "Be- 
coming а Man: In Melanesia.” 


‘Buddha's Giants" 

ON ANIMAL Planet at 10 p.m. 
tonight, "Buddha's Giants" shows 
how Asia's endangered elephants 
have played a crucial and varied 
role in Sri Lanka's rich and turbulent 
history. Replay is at 10 p.m. on Dec. 
26. 
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the “Panaghoy” float 
for CM Films; Geron- 
imo and Bautista on 
Viva Films “Lastik- 
man" float, Seguerra 
turned up for Oc- 
толп Films’ “E 
Kabisote," and Contis 
represented Canary 
Film's “Spirit of the 
Glass.” 
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LOS ANGELES Hollywood star Mel Gibson, flush from the 
huge success of his religious film "The Passion of the Christ," has 
splashed out $15 million on a private Pacific island, a report said 
Thursday. AFP 
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mated ће Baguio 
event, said Poe 
would not have 
wanted the spirit of 
the festival to be 
dampened by his 
death. "As the indus- 
try's anchor, 1 know 
he will want this i 
dustry tradition to 
proceed with all ofits 
pomp and glamour,” 
said Alonzo. 
Montano said the 
Baguio parade was 
more orderly than 
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places. "This is my 
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fourth time to parade 
here and the [peo- 
ple] response is re- 
ally incredible here," 
he said. 

Bautista ата 
Geronimo sang four 
songs for the SM 
crowd, followed by 
Seguerra, who ac- 
companied herself on. 
the guitar, Montano 
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later serenaded the 
people with Ameri- 
can folk songs, 
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i the 2-percentage point increase бой ji as 
THE DEPARTMENT of Finance has dropped the fiscal re- inthe VAT rate. » 8i 
сшде form proposal to impose ап additional P2 excise tax оп Finance Secretary Juanita Am- drilling 
PESO-DOLLAR RATE a petroleum products following criticisms by oil players 2:01 seid the proposed bills on 
{р min 3 , __ thatmaking them shoulder several new taxes will resultin“ the increase in VAT rateto 12per- | Comtracts seen 


" cent and on the lifting of VAT ex. 
a heavier burden for consumers who are already affected бурдоп of several products and | By Abigail L Ho 


Asof5 pm. Dec. 18, 2004 by rising world oil prices. services would be consolidated 
a oe es Finance Undersecretary Grace branch was pushing for were into one bill. The proposal will THE DEPARTMENT of Energy 
104.49 = 3 a Tan said the government has de- boththeP2additionalexcisetex amend the section ofthe National | expects to award six more oil | 
cided to impose the оч and the lifting of the VAT exemp- аны Revenue Code that deals and gas exploration service 
tax on petroleum products and tion. with the VAT. contracts in the next several 
raise the current 10-percent VAT “We can live with that be- _ After dropping the proposal to | weeks, following the Supreme 
NOVEMBER pecemser — (GOLD: $ 438.60-439. rate to 12 percent. cause what’s more important is increase the excise tax on | Courts reversal ofa landmark 
Ter ounce HongKong, Dec 18,204 “She. said the government to fulfill the objective petroleum products, the Arroyo | decision on local mining laws. 
could have generated substan- ing the VAT administration is left with the fol- Energy Secretary Vincent 
SEEN нд m кийем КТ Rm tial revenue from the P2 in-, She explained earlier that the lowing revenue-raising measures Perez said the govemment 
ges tebe ERES ревии Бю crease in excise tax оп government's lifting of the VAT intended ы solve the кан would likely award before 
pie ae 55001888 100000 562690 petroleum, but added that the exemptions of several products fiscal problem: rationalization of | years end two more service 
United Kingdom; Pound 0007908 ОТЫР 1086878 -twin VAT proposals would be and services, including fiscal incentives, a tax amnesty, | contracts. Another four would 
‘Hongkong Dollar 0.097094 0.128601 7.2350 sufficient. The decision was an- petroleum, would improve the implementation of а perfor- be awarded by mid-January. 
EAE B Aes HI EE nounced after oil companies government's efficiency in VAT - mance-based lateral attrition sys- ‘The DOE recently awarded 
олот Dollar 0.458132 01808796 311377. protested the additional excise collection. tem for revenue-collection agen- to South Sea Petroleum Hold- 
preces Dolar DEMO 000070 рр tax, whichearlierwenttogether: Official estimates showed that cies, adoption of a simplified net | ings Ltd. Service Contract 45, 
ж» 5 m EE ru © эз wit! -n inm thegovernmentwaslosingahun- income tax system, and ап = which would allow the com- 
Saudi Arabia al t Earlier, a bill on the P2 in- dred billion pesos a year from crease in taxes on cigarettes ant pany to do oil and gas explo- 
due, Шш 08000 DESI SAMAS crease ш excise’ tax on VAT leakages, and more than alcohol, Faton over Ше Apu. 
«аон Baht 0000028 000200 04903 petroleum products was filed in P200 billion worth of potential _ Earlier, the executive has also | Davao basin in Davao. 
UAE Dirham 0.205571 0.272279 153181 the Lower House by Rep. Danilo · tax collection due го VAT exemp- dropped the plan to impose a The service contract in- "| 
Euro Euro 1 1324500 745150 Suarez. House Bill No. 1323, ifit tions. franchise tax on telecommunica- | volves the exploration and 
ке Ex 025050 03008 18018) мете pursued, was expected to With the governments plan to tion companies. development of 748,000 
|= 09 Kroner Odes 0178205 100286 contribute P29.7 billion to gov- lift- the VAT exemption of Thefiscalreformmeasuresare | hectaresofland. 
India. Rupee 0017257 0.022857 12859 ernmentcoffers. petroleum products, together expected to generate more than Initially, South Sea 
ата Б ee HORS UE But Tan said the executive with other products and services, P100 billion in additional rev- Petroleum will do geological 
аа Dolor сато 08848 4208 branch actually backed ош from  ittargetstoimprovecollectionef- emueayearandareaimedatwip- | and geophysical studies on 
Norway Kroner 07121942 0161912 9085 the plan to impose a P2 increase ficiency by better tracking of the ingoutthenationalgovernment’s | the land. This will include 
а Eu um WR Eum in Gis tax on petroleum prod- input-output VAT credit mecha- сааш ‘The ы the drilling of three ех- 
M ucts the moment it decided to nism. get icit, which is the gap be- loratory wells. 
koe =. 0070 ПЗП 088 ор the proposal to it their Tan said the DOF expected tween higher erpendiure and | " ‘The Hong Konglised fim 
Syria Pound 0.014544 0019264 10638 VAT exemption. She said, howev- P25 billion in additional rev- lower revenue collection forape- | will be investing $2.75 mil- 
Talwan Nt Dollar 0.023361 0.030941 1.7407 er, that some oil firms actually enue а year from the reduction riod, stood at P199.9 billion last 6oIuBs 
Venezuela. Bolivar 0.000394 0.005229 00294 thought that what the executive of the list of VAT exemptions, year. 
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STOCK investors are expected PSECOMPOSITEINDEX 3 (2004 to 2008, in percent) 
DE ade By Ronnel W. Domingo BOI in the first 10 months ac- | 


ттт Il AsofS pam. Dec. :8, 2004 


stocks in the seasonal. E 
yearend window-dressing this ens counted for P129.8 billion in new 


pem INVESTMENT commitments in capital ап increase of about 430 
"Tha market is saan tn sus- Е the first 10 months rose by 253 percent from P24.5 billion a year 
{in its uptick in the coming percent to P165.3 billion from ago. 
sessions. Trading will be P46.8 billion in the same period At the same time, Peza-ap- 
boosted by yearend window- last year as a diverse mix of pro- proved projects reached P35.6 
‘dressing and optimism. jects were registered in October. — billion or about 60 percent higher 
brought by new tax measures. бее stock market reporton Page B6) Documents from the Depart- than the P22.3 billion registered 
‘The market will be testing its initial resistance at 1,830 while supportis ment of Trade and Industry inthesame period last year. 
at 1,740," Jose Vistan of AB Capital Securities said. showed that the Board of Invest- Infrastructure ventures still 
Last week, the main index rose 67.35 points or 3.84 percent as in- ments and the Philippine Econom- comprised the bulk of the invest- 
vestors cheered the passage of the "sin" taxes bill, a crucial revenue ic Zone Authority approved 366 ment base as six projects fOr pOW- + оныс semente monet 
measure to plug the gaping budget gap. projects бот Januaryto October. er facilities represented Р1149 | сатен tn nn нан оо комотно he count 
BPI Trade said in its weekly report that telecom stocks such as When fully operational, the billion’or70 percent of the total, | Краб whick ino govornmant aorta ср eto inventor condono, oda, 
Philippine Long Distance Telephone Co. (PLDT) and Globe Telecom projects are expected to provide _ But Trade Secretary Cesar V. | Rete of payments сини end tuto ри Protina долина 
mar а НН ae ЕЕЕ 71,348 new jobs. Purisima said the government | Adarand tby increasing laor produciviy reducing anapon ‘and poworcozts and 
ш Eu nia у отаона. Maricar D. Tolosa, РО! Research 
тоге capital through а stock rights offering next year. The offering 5 отини роста by бе зате в 
targeted о raise roughly $300 millon. 
Other gainers last week were Bank of the Philippine Islands, First 
Philippine Holdings, Metrobank, Petron Corp., SM Prime, Megaworld 
Corp., JG Summit, Empire East Land and Digitel. 
“The passage of a crucial revenue bill involving sin taxes helped 
boost market sentiment. The bilt is now up for signing by President Ar- 
royo before it becomes а law. The Philippine government is hoping to 
avert a credit rating downgrade. Interest rates were also unchanged 
despite the US Federal Reserve rate increase and the sustained rise in 
domestic inflation,” ВРІ Trade sald. 
The market last week cheered the government's move to ratify a bi- 
cameral committee version of the higher excise taxes on tobacco and 
alcoho! , paving the way for Its signing into law by President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo. The President is expected to sign itinto law before Christ- 
таз day. 
"The measure is the first of eight proposed tax measures approved 
by Congress that seek to гање about P80 billion in additional revenues 
a year 
‘Additional revenue from the "sin" tax bill is expected to reach P15 
billion a year. 
А credit-rating downgrade would normally raise borrowing costs for 
companies when they try to secure capital through debt for their ex- 
pansion activities. 
Higher taxes on liquor and cigarettes, on the other hand, are expect- 
ed to impact on listed firms such as food and beverage conglomerate 
San Miguel Corp. (SMC) and Tanduay Holdings Inc. (THI). Elizabeth L. 
| Sanchez 
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CAP assures SEC on new investor 


COLLEGE Assurance Plan Philip- — CAP is now preparing to draw- 
pines, nc. (САР) has met with the down another P20 million 
Securities and Exchange Com- The SEC earlier allowed CAP 
mission (SEC) to assure the regu- —to pay its plan holders using its 
Jator thatit was in talks with an in- trust fund. САР could withdraw 
vvestor from the United States that P110 milion from ts cash de- 
may provides muchas P400 posit with Veterans Bank in 
millon in loan tothe pre-need tranches and the pre-need firm 
firm. has worked out a scheme to 
БЕС Спајг Ғе Вапп гі САР draw the amount in five tranch- 

officials од by CAP director es. 

Robert Sobrepeñia were accom- Barin sald CAP would no 
panied by a Filipino representa- longer ba required to gat formal 
tive of the US-based firm in their ‘approval of the SEC for the dis- 
meeting. Tha terms of thein- bursement of each tranche but it 
vestment have yot to be worked — would have to notlly the SEC 

out. where the cash would go. 

Barin also sald that САР has To keep intact its trust fund at 

drawn from its cash deposit with (е Veterans Bank, CAP would 
the Philippine Veterans Bank to substitute the amount to be. 

pay P20 million in tuition liabil- drawn with bonds of the Metro 
{les to plan holders. CAP hasal- Раі Transit. 

ready submitted to the SECallst САР has about P160 milion In 
of schools and plan holdarsto liabilities to various schools this 
whom the money was released. semester Elizabeth L. Sanchez 
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The Infanta | that was to be 
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10W SHORT our attention span 
san be, especially with issues that 
*an have far reaching effects on. 
yur lives and on our collective fu- 
ше. 

‘The untold loss of human lives, 
sroperties and futures resulting 
тот the disaster in Infanta, and 
reighboring towns Real and Gen- 
тта Nakar, is now all but lost in 
he minds of the Filipino public. 
The news surrounding the disas- 
er and the lessons we all must 
earn from it have ceased to Бе- 
зоте “flavor of the month" in ће 
media. In fact, the attention last- 
1d barely half a month. 

It has been crowded out of the 
xeadlines and front pages by the 
1ntimely death of Fernando Poe 
1, which is taking up to 80 per- 
:ent of news and public affairs 
orograms in the media these 
lays. 

l am not saying that FPJ's 
each bears no important signifi 
запсе in Filipinos’ lives; it does. 
The concerns outspokenly raised 
эу his bereaved spouse reflect а 
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lot of what is wrong with our gov- 
erment, our politics, our media, 
and our society in general. 

And FPJ's death provides good 
occasion to examine what must 
be done to address these. 


Unfinished business 

But there is much unfinished 
business ín Infanta that demands 
continuing prominent attention, 
and which must not be lost in all 
ofus. 

Scores, maybe hundreds, of 
dead remain to be found and 
properly buried. 

There is a great deal of clean- 
up sind repair that must be done. 
Food and vital supplies are run- 
ning short in temporary reloca- 
tion centers for hundreds of fami- 
lies who lost their homes and 
livelihoods. 

Longer term measures are 
needed to put these families back 
‘on track. Schools must be re- 
stored at the soonest possible 
time, as the Infanta children 
could very well be the biggest ca- 
sualties of this 
calamity in terms of 
long term damage to 
their futures. 

Beyond these, the 
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environmental plunder that had 
been highly instrumental in the 
calamity needs to be put in the 
consciousness of every Filipino, 
young or old alike. 

Otherwise, the list of unheed- 
ed environmental lessons wil 
Just keep growing and go far be- 
yond Ormoc and Infanta. 

We like to refer to these events 
аз “wake-up calls,” but the way 
we are dealing with them, we 
have simply been repeatedly hit- 
ting the snooze button and going 
right back to sleep each time. 

Are we waiting for someone to 
bodily pull us out of the bed be- 
fore we do what needs to be 
done? 


Bustling local economy 

A few months ago, I agreed to 
write a chapter for a coffee table 
book on the town of Infanta. 

It was to be a book that would 
showcase the charmas well as the 
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great promise of this quiet but 
fast moving municipality. 

Together with neighboring 
towns Real and General Nakar, 
Infanta was poised to become а 
new focal point for economic ac- 
tivity on the eastern seaboard of 
Luzon. 

‘The Infanta economy had a lot 
going for it. Straddling a portion 
of the Sierra Madre Mountains, 
Infanta is ecologically diverse 
and natural resource-rich. 

Lamon Bay and the Polillo 
Strait provide excellent fishing 
grounds. This coupled with over 
а thousand hectares of fishponds 
has allowed Infanta to produce 
more than twice (208 percent) its 
own fish requirements. 

Infanta was also producing 
more rice than it needs (132 per- 
cent), exporting its surplus to 
neighboring towns and as far as 
Central Luzon. 

Industry was emerging, with 
increasing manufacturing estab- 
lishments like bakeries, hollow 
block makers, furniture shops 
and rice mills, 

The making of liquor from nipa 
sap was also an extensive cottage 
industry, with over 100 small- 
scale distilleries in operation. 

Its trade and services sector 
was strong, making it the region- 
al service center of northern Que- 
zon. 

With its location, it is the logi- 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


the devel- 


cal transshipment point for the 
Polillo island municipalities, with 
most of the products and travel- 
ers going to Polillo islands pass- 
ing through Infanta and Real. 
There were over 300 business es- 
tablishments in 1998, composed 
of banks, trading and commercial 
establishments, and service es- 
tablishments such as tailoring 
shops, beauty parlors, and lately, 
tourism facilities 

Casual observation would 
have led any visitor to conclude 
that business was brisk. I certain- 
ly got that impression during my 
Jast visit there. 


New growth area 

Five Presidents have had grand 
plans for Infanta, with the area fig- 
uring prominently in the succes- 
sion of regional development plans 
for the eastem environs of Metro 
Manila. 

‘The Master Plan has come un- 
дег various names, with each 
new President characteristically 
intent on putting a distinctive 
trademark to the initiative. 

It wes pushed as Lungsod 
Silangan under Marcos, and was 
part of the Calabarzon growth 
area pursued under Aquino, the 
Marilaque growth corridor under 
Ramos, the Rizlaque cluster of 
Estrada, and Arroyo's 10-Point 
Agenda. 

‘The area's potential had notes- 


caped the attention of investors; 
particularly large real property. А 
developers from Metro Manila, 

‘At least a couple of them aret 
known to have been buying up, 
strategic properties in the area in *- 
recentyears. 

Metro Manila dwellers, пеша 1 
ing some celebrities and other + 
prominent personalities, had been, 
snapping up properties especially: „ 
near or along the coast. Local resis © 
dents would point to this property _ 
acquired by a TV personality, or 8 
that lot bought by a rich Makati 
businessman—word gets around 
rather easily. ма 

Indeed, anyone with the cashu”? 
to spare would have been foolish + 
to not to invest in some Infanta" * 
real estate—until the disaster: ' 
came. a ed 

Now just off the press, the book" 
has taken on new significance as! 
a valuable photographic and doc! 
umentary record of the Infantaisl 
that was and was tobe. 

As such, the book is bound 1007 
become prized collector's item,» 
and its publishers are using the? 
opportunity to raise badly nee 
ей funds for the people of Infan: 
ta. 

E-mail me at chabito@ate 
neo.edu or the sponsors at mgal-« 
mogino@bpi.com.ph, or call 816: 
9439, if you'd like to obtain your"? 
copy, and help the people of Ifa 
ta as you do, 


John Hay developer again ` 
defaults on lease payment. 
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Baguio City, has asked for a third re- 
structuring of its arrears after it de- 
faulted again on its lease payments, 
according to officials of the Bases 
Conversion Development Authority. 
BCDA president and chief execu- 
tive Narciso Abaya said in a press 


briefing that CJHDevCo's arrears has _ 


reached about P2.3 billion, of which 
Р1.8 billion represent the principal 


lease, while around P400 million is in ^ 


Interest and surcharges. 

Abaya said BCDA was not dis- 
counting the option to rescind the 
agreement with the Fil-Estare Corp. 
led consortium, which would mean a 
recovery of the former American mili- 
tary facility in Baguio City. 

He added that the agency has yet 
toagree on CJHDevCo's latest request 
for a revised payment scheme, since 


Eon 


www.elitemachinesinc.com 


POETI 


BCDA has laid out its own plan to ad- 
dress the issue. 

Abaya, however, declined to give 
further details. 

BCDA vice president Aileen R. Zosa, 


GIF, LOC Buking. 


GI. Puyat Ava, Макай Cy 
Je ver тзг ао ЕС 


who is in charge of planning and busi- 
ness development, said the real estate 


developer first underwent a restructur- 
ing program in 2000, which covered 
new terms of payment for leases for the 


‘THE PRIVATE consortium led by Fil-Estate Corp. may los 
develop Camp John Hay due to its financial difficulties. 


same year as well as for 1999. 

А second restructuring was imple- 
mented last year, when CJHDevCo 
defaulted оп a PSO-million payment 
due in December 2003. 

Zosa seid payments under restruc- 
turing are slapped an interest of 12 
percent and an additional 3-percent 
surcharge. 

Under the original lease agree- 
ment, CJHDevCo committed to pay 
P425 million per year in the first five 
years of the 25-year contract that 
came into effect in 1996. 


Beginning the sixth year, or 2002). 
payments would go down to P150" 
million or 5 percent of gross earnings) |" 
whichever is higher. “ 

Abaya said CJHDevCo's current fil! 
ше to make the lease payments : 1 
stemmed from a Supreme Court decision * 
issued last October, which voided the tax 
exempt status of the John Hay property 

То another development, BCDA 
ported that it generated P1.4 billion: `- 
in revenues this year from the salé 
and lease of military base lands under «^ 


its asset disposition program. 


am (їшї Рис 0085 


КИНО АА 
а Value Plus Prices! 


> PROGRESS | m 


Your One Stop ё" & Office Furnishings 


59 Е 


2 тузеди erations, according. 

= E E { о со. Miguel 

Ed Dominguez. 

Dominguez зай 

that CK Chiang of Sinst? 

gapore, which has exi 

ү isang pum oil рата. 
tions and ой mils ini 
Bohol, Agusan Del Sur, 
and Palawan, bought a 
300-hectare land in. 
Malum and Калба 
towns. 

Dominguez said: 
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SMART Communica- 
tions Inc. has signed 
a $70-million deal 
with Nokia Networks 
for the supply of 
equipment in line 
with its continued 
network expansion. 

The country’s 
largest wireless com- 
pany and the Finnish 
vendor also said they 
would cooperate to 
create and test new 
technologies and зо- 
lutions. к 

The $70-шййоп 
deal includes а GSM 
network — solutions 
that would һер 
Smart penetrate the 
mass market more ef- 
ficiently, it said in a 
statement. 

‘GSM or global sys- 
tem for mobile is the 
digital — technology 
used by the country's 
wireless operators. 

"Smart aims to of- 
fer innovative, reli- 
able and affordable 
mobile services as 
widely as possible. 
These investments 
will allow us to deliv- 
er life-enhancing ser- 
vices to our sub- 
scribers,” said Smart 
president Napoleon 
Nazareno. 


‘component 


layer 
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Capital outlay 

Smart had set 
aside $117 million in 
capital outlay for 
phase seven of its 
network expansion 
program, which will 
start this year and 
spill over to 2005. 

Induded in this 
program is the roll 
out in the Au- 
tonomous Region of 
Muslim Mindanao as 
well as improvement 
of coverage in dense- 
ly-populated cities. 

In July, the compa- 
ny raised $104 mil- 
lion їп five-year 
funds from а syndi- 
cate of foreign banks 
to finance the expan- 
sion program. 

‘The balance of $13 
million would come 
from internally-gen- 
erated funds. 

"Smarts GSM net-" 
work expansion. and 
enhancements аге 
geared towards pro- 
viding | cost-effective 
coverage and increas- 
ing current subscriber” 
capacity for bener 
customer service,” 
said Ramon Feman- 
dez, the company's 
head for administra- 
Чоп and materials 
management division. 

‘Smart, he said, 
aimed to provide 
telecommunications 
services to remote'ar- 
eas that have yet to 
be fully served. 


Quality service 

Nokia Networks 
vowed to deliver high 
quality service and 
equipment to Smart. 

“The world recog- 
nizes Smart as an in- 
novation leader in the 
delivery of value 
added services. Nokia 
intends to continue 
supporting Smart to 
help satisfy the needs 
of the market through 
the delivery of a high 
quality network," said 
Markku Nieminen, 
Nokia Networks’ ac- 
count director’ for 
Smart. 

Smart and Talk № 
Tex, the mobile 
brand of Pilipino 
Telephone Согр. 
have recorded 17.5 
million subscribers as 
ofend-September. 
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on mining law 


SHARON Ruiz-Duremdes, gener-- -n 
al secretary ofthe National Coun. 5 
„il of Churches in the Philippites, 
‘wrote to the Ingumer that the NC- 
“GP'was “greatly dismayed at the 
Supreme Court decision revers- 
ing its éarlier ruling on the Philip- 
pine Mining Act of 1995.” 

* Last April, the court ruled that 
fhe Financial and Technical Assi 
tance Agreement under the Мі; 
ing Act was unconstitutional. The 
FTAA is а contract between the 
government and a foreigner. Basi- 
tally, the foreigner pours in mon- 
Фу and technical expertise to de- 
{Yelop and operate a mine. 

- After the investor has gotten 
back his investment from the initial 
‘sales of minerals (usually the sales 
for’ the first five years), he then 
takes only 40 percen: of the ensu- 
“ing income. The 60 percent is split, 
in fixed percentages, by the baran- 
gas the municipality the province. 
dnd the national government. The 
ЕТАА isa close relative ofthe build- 
“operate-transfer (BOT) "agree- 
‘ments on toll highways. 

. Now, the Supreme Court, after 

‘over a motion for reconsi 

tration, has ruled that the FTAAÍs 
‘constitutional, afterall 


‘Outdated and obsolete 

<The NCCP is “greatly dis- 
пїауей" over the new ruling, orso. 
‘claims the secretary general. Was 
this dismay agreed upon in a gen- 
'éral membership meeting, a syn- 
od, à referendum, or a board 
meeting? Or was Ruiz-Duremdes 
‘working alone? 

< She claims that the NCCP af- 
firms iis stand against the liberal- 
ization of the mining industry by 
calling for the scrapping of the 
Philippine Mining Act of 1995. 
Was this affirmation arrived at in 
За general membership meeting? 

г did Ruiz-Duremdes act alone? 

ЧЕ Ше 1995 law is scrapped, 
then we will be scrapping all its 

gressive features, such as en- 
‘vironmental protection. The min- 
ing industry will be regulated un- 
der the old law, which is outdated 
and obsolete. 

^ 16 indeed, the NCCR as a whole, 
“Grands against the "intensified ex- 
traction of our mineral resources 
endowed by the Almighty Cre- 
itor" it is time to review the age- 
“ald” relationship between the 
churches and the industry. 

“If there were no mining in ће 
time of Pontius Pilate, there would 
‘have been no nails of iron, no Cru- 
‘ifixion, no Redemption. For 


Honesto с. 
General 


72,000 years; the Christian church- 
88, Catholic and Protestant, have 
been the biggest users of products 
ofthe mining industry. Cathedrals 
"and basilicas rise to the skies on 
skeletons of structural steel. The 
paten, chalice and the monstrance 
areall of solid gold. 


Dishonest and hypocritical 

‘Today, NCCP would notbe able 
to build а barrio chapel without 
using reinforcing bars, cement, 
gravel, sand, and corrugated iron 
sheets, The chapel will not be 
lighted without copper wires and 
tungsten filaments. 

On May 21, 2003, the INQUIRER 
carried a story on page one that the 
United Church of Christ of the 
Philippines, among other organi- 
zations, was a front of the Commu- 
nist Paty of the Philippines. In a 
speech in Cagayan de Oro last July, 
my very good friend, Caesar Agnir, 
president ofthe Northern Christian 
College in Laoag, said: “the reality 
is that those who are perceived to 
be involved with the Communist 
Party of the Philippines and its 
front organizations are deeply en- 
trenched in the leadership of the 
ОСОР at all levels—national, juris 
dicional, conference and some- 
times local church." 

Agnir went on: "One cannot be 
a member of both a Christian - 
church and a communist organi- 
zation without being thoroughly 
dishonest and hypocritical ... One 
has to renounce one affiliation or 
the other” 


Lousy communist 

In her letter to the INQUIRER, 
Ruiz-Duremdes, not only was ma- 
liciously inaccurate, 
clung closely to the communist 
line against all kinds of economic 
development in the barri 
has to bea lousy communi 

My suggestion tb her is this: 
please read the Mining Act. It is 
lear in her letter that she has not 
read it at all. If she does not have 
a copy, Iwill send her one. 

Finally, she should also read 
the Bible. Т am not much of a 
Biblereader myself, but her letter 
must have broken not a few vers- 
es of the Good Book. z 
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Give tax amnesty a chance, says DOF 


amnesty 
tics—inch 
tor and 
not buy 


sector. 

“From 
have not 
said Tan. 


By Michelle V. Remo 


‘THE DEPARTMENT of Finance is 
asking the public to give the pro- 
posed tax amnesty a chance. 
DOF officials have convinced 
critics that the proposal, although 
considered a failure in the past, 
will fulfill the objective of widen- 
ing the tax base to beef up rev- 
enue collection this time around. 
Finance Undersecretary Grace 
Tan said in an interview that the 
DOF would not drop the tax 


boost the country’s ailing fiscal 


She added that the DOF would 
push for the tax amnesty proposal 
until dt 
Congress. 

‘Tan said that what would make 
the current tax amnesty plan a 
success in boosting government's 


plan just because skep- 
luding the business sec- 
foreign creditors—did 
the idea that it would 


evasion. 
the very beginning we 
‘wavered on our stand,” 


breezes through ment would 


The 


revenue is the twin proposal of 
mandatory and regular filing 
statements of assets, liabilities 
and net worth (БАШЧЫ) of all tax- 
payers. With the database of tax- 
payers’ SALNs, the government 
will be able to track down dis- 
crepancies between tax liabilities 
and actual tax remittances. 

The Bureau of Internal Rev- 
enue is currently preparing its 
database system to accommodate 
the huge volume of taxpayers’ da- 
ta, the finance official said. 

Business groups, such as the 
Makati Business Club (MBC), 
жеге not in favor of having an- 
other tax amnesty because, they 
said, it would only encourage tax 


The MBC earlier warned that 
granting amnesty to tax evaders 
now would only invite other tax- 
payers to delay their tax pay- 
ments until the time the govern- 


amnesty program. 

Intemational Monetary 
Fund also earlier expressed а dis- 
approving comment on the tax 


of 


offer another 


but she 


She 


TREES ARE UP 
BUT SALES 
AREDOWN 
Workersat Tamilee 
Decors preparea 
Christmas tree, one 
of the decorations 
that the company 
exports to the 
United States and 
other developed 
countries. The 
industry of decor- 
manufacturers, 
although known for 
the quality of 
products, has seen 
sales slump in 
recent yearsin the 
face of stiff 
competition from 
lower-cost 
manufacturers in 


China. ” 


amnesty, The multilateral lender 
said that unlike other fiscal-eform 
measures ofthe Arroyo administra- 
tion, the tax amnesty was really not 
a program for revenue generation, 

But according to the DOE the 
grant ofa one-time tax amnesty, if 
it comes with a tool to detect. 
ture tax delinquency, will not fail 

Tan clarified that the granting 
ofa one-time tax amnestyis justa 
component of the plan to require 
the mandatory and regular filing. 
of SALNs. She said it is the filing 
of SALNs that will help govern- 
ment catch tax delinquents and 
collect appropriate taxes, 

The tax amnesty plan, one ofthe 
legislative proposals of the Arroyo 
administration to ease the coun- 
trys fiscal problem, has already 
been approved on second reading 
by the House of Representatives. 

Under House Bill No. 2933, in- 
dividuals and companies with un- 
paid taxes for 2003 and prior 
years may apply for an amnesty. 
Qualified applicants will only be 
required to pay an amnesty tax 
equivalent to 3 percent of their 


BSP to sink in $100M in 


Boris C. Dumlao 


THE BANGKO Sentral ng Pilipinas 
plans to contribute $100 million to 
the proposed $2-billion Asian Bond 
Fund 2 recently launched by 11 cen- 
tral banks and monetary authorities 
‘comprising the Executives’ Meeting 
of East Asia Pacific Central Banks 
(EMEAP). 
7 BSP Governor Rafael Buenaventu- 
ra said the EMEAP's $2-billion invest- 
ment in ABF2 was an amount the 
group members considered "neither 
too large that it would crowd out pri- 
vate sector investors, nor too small 
that it could not benefit from 
economies of scale in terms of sup- 
jorting the necessary infrastructure 
for thefund.” 
.; The ABF2, which will invest in'do- 


PLDT, Globe shrug 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


ANT RATING or outlook down: 

"grade on the debts of the Philip- 
pine Long Distance Telephone 
Co. and Globe Telecom Inc. will 
mot hurt е two firms, according 
то PLDT and Globe officials. 

'. "We are not likely to borrow’ 
next year," said PLOT president 
Napoleon Nazareno in an inter- 
view. “In that sense, we will not 
be directly affected by the out- 
look downgrade." 

The PLDT chief pointed out 
that the company had been re- 
ducing its total obligations. To- 
day, the telco giant is scheduled 
to prepay a $106-million loan, 
‘This would reduce the debt at the. 

arent firm level to about $2 bil- 

lon, E 

“We are paying down debt,” 

Nazareno said, "For that reason, 

we are in fact viewed as an im- 

ing credit." 

P Delfin Gonzalez, Globe chief fi- 


said that the company would not be. 
issuing any new bonds next year. 
Globe sold P3-billion worth of 


^ 


five-year bonds in the first quar- 
ter and raised $100 millon of 
bonds due in 2012. 

“Lsee no impact on our bor- 
rowings next year as we have по 
plans to raise new bonds," the fi- 
nance chief said, 

Gonzalez had earlier expressed 
preference fora peso loan to helpfi- 
nance Globe's estimated $350 mil- 
lion capital expenditures in 2005. 

Gonzalez said that the outlook 
"downgrade on Globe merely fol- 
lowed the same action taken by 
Fitch Ratings on sovereign debt. 
Fitch had earlier revised its outlook 

- оп Philippine debt to negative from- 
stable on account of fiscal weakness 
and increasing public sector debt, 

Fitch stressed that the outlook 
downgrade on PLDT and Globe 
‘was in line with the sovereign debt. 

Nazareno, however, admitted 
that on a macroeconomic level, 
PLDT and all other companies 
would feel the impact of any 
downgrade on sovereign debt. 

“We are not spared on a macro 
level from the negative effects of 
a sovereign downgrade,” he sai 

Fitch said it kept a stable out- 


mestie currency bonds issued by 
sovereign and quasi-sovereign issuers 
in EMEAP economies—except Aus- 
tralia, Japan and New Zealand—builds 
further on the successful launch of the 
first stage of the Asian Bond Fund 
(ABF1) in June 2003. 

‘The first Asian Bond Fund worth $1 
billion is now invested in US dollar-de- 
nominated bonds issued by sovereign 
and’ quasi-sovereign issuers in eight 
EMEAP markets. The BSP likewise 
shelled out $100 million for the ABF1. 

The framework for ABF2 comprises 
the Pan-Asian Bond Index Fund (PAIF) 
and the eight Country Sub-Funds. Из 
implementation shall be divided into 
two phases. 

То Phase 1, investment will be con- 
fined to EMEAP central banks ошу. In 
Phase 2, ће eight Country Sub-Funds 


look on 


arerated 


Communic 
rich unit, 
control of 
PLOT is 
PLDT's 


pared to 


borrowing, believing this would 
not be affected by any adverse 
changes in the sovereign grade. 
A downgrade in the rating or 
even the outlook tends to raise the 
cost of the rated firmis borrowing 
asit indicated more risks, giving in- 
vestors more reason to demand а 
higher return for their placements. 
The debts of PLDT and Globe 


investment grade—by both Fitch 
and Standard & Poor's. 

Moody's Investors Service gave 
the сно phone giants an equiva- 
lent mark of Ba2. But the New 
York-based agency had warned of 
a possible downgrade. 

In April Fitch upgraded the rat- 
{ng of PLDT's local and foreign cur- 
rency debtto BB from ВВ minus af- 
ter it was announced that Smart 


byar least $500 million next year. 


is more ambitious in 2005 com- 


proposed Asia bond fund 


and the PAIF will be open to investment 
by other public and private sector in- 
vestors. 

The РАЈЕ subject to the approval by 
the relevant authorities, will be based 
in Singapore and listed in Hong Kong. 
‘The eight Sub-Funds will be based in 
their respective jurisdictions and, 
‘where appropriate, listed on the respec- 
tive stock exchanges in the eight 
EMEAP economies. 

“The portion of the Philippines in the 
PAIF and the Philippine Sub-Fund will 
be invested mostly in government secu- 
rites,” Buenaventura said. "For phase 
2, the Philippine Sub-Fund is envi- 
sioned to be listed either at the P 
pine Stock Exchange or at the soon-to- 
be launched Fixed Income Exchange. 

‘The BSP chief said the listing of the 
Philippine Sub-Fund would facilitate 


PLDT's long-term peso 


business, 


'BB—two notches below 


ications Inc., PLDT's cash 

would buy debts and 
Pilipino Telephone Corp. 
в planning to cut debts 


debt reduction strategy 


this year. It plans to 


shave off $350 million in йз ош 
standing obligations. The deci- 
sion to prepay debt would bring 
to $450 million the гога! borrow- 
ings PLDT retired in 2004. 
Of the PLDT Group's ourstan 
$2.99-ЫШоп debt, $2.2 bil- 
lion are owed by the fixed-line 
Wireless subsidiaries 
Smart and Piltel have a combined 
obligation of $718 million. 

Аз of end September, Globe 
had around $926 million in debt, 
80 percent of which are foreign 
denominated, With its foreign ex- 
change swap contracts, Globe's 
foreign denominated debt has ef- 
fectively been reduced to 55 per- 
cent of total debt. 

Globe has $160 million of debts 
maturing in 2005 and $168 mil- 
lion in 2006. The company sald it 
has enough internal funds to serle 
its debts even as third quarter 
profits of P2 billion fell 34 percent 
against the same period last year. 

Gonzalez said the company 
would continue to hedge its for- 
eign exposure, He said of the 55 
percent of Globe's debt in dollars, 
about 40 percent was hedged. 


price discovery and enhance the sec- 
ondary trading of the fund. 

‘The launch of ABF2 marks a water- 
shed in central banking cooperation to 
promote the development of the do- 
mestic and regional bond markets in 
Asia, he said. 

"The BSP believes that the ABF2 will 
have a significant developmental im- 
pact on the Philippine domestic bond 
market which is crucial to the country's 
long-term economic stability,” Bue- 
aventura said. 

‘Other members of the EMEAP group 
are: Reserve Bank of Australia, People's 
Bank of China, Hong Kong Monetary 
Authority, Bank Indonesia, Bank of 
Japan, Bank of Korea, Bank Negara 
Malaysia, Reserve Bank of New 
Zealand, Monetary Authority of Singa- 
pore and Bank of Thailand. 
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THEUNITED Nations Development 
Program and the Australian Agency 
for International Development аге 
firming up an agreement to share 
ion cost needed to devel- 
ор the local microfinance sector. 
The UNDP said in a statement 
that once finalized, the facility 
would be used to extend the Na- 
tional Anti-Poverty Commission's 
microfinance sector strengthen- 


‘UNDP resident representative 
Deborah Landey said microfi- 
nance was a critical component of 
poverty reduction that lay ас the 
heart of the Millennium Develop- 
ment Goals (MDGs) as well as 
Malacafangs 10-point agenda. 
‘The MDG agenda is the pledge 
of over 100 countries during a 
2000 summit to address issues in- 
cluding poverty and hunger reduc- 
tion, achievement of primary edu- 
cation, promotion of gender equity, 
and reduction of child morality. 
Landey said the extension of the 


net worth as of end-2003 in lieu 
of their unsettled tax liabilities. 

Asa safeguard, taxpayers with 
pending criminal cases of tax eva- 
sion, graft and corruption, and 
money-laundering will not be en- 
titled to an amnesty. 

‘But taxpayers with pending ini- 
tial assessments with the Bureau 
of Internal Revenue or BIR will 
still be covered by the amnesty, 
‘They will be required to pay 10 
percent of their tax liabilities, ex- 
clusive of interests, surcharges 
and penalties, and in addition to 
the 3-percent amnesty tax. 

‘Those who have been given fi-' 
nal assessment notices by the BIR 
may also apply for an amnesty. 
But, in addition to the 3-percent 
amnesty tax, they will also have 
to pay 25 percent of the amount 
of tax assessed, exclusive of inter- 
ests, surcharges and penalties, 

The tax amnesty plan is expect- 
га to generate some P16 billion in 
additional revenue for the govern- 
ment by encouraging under- 
ground businesses to come out 
and become legitimate taxpayers. 


Oil exec fears 
hike in fuel 
prices by 50€ 


By Abigail L. Ho 


THE GRADUAL Биг steady increase in world 
crude prices and the impending imposition of 
a higher tariff on crude and refined petroleum 
product imports will likely hike local pump 
prices by a minimum of 50 centavos a liter, an. 
oil industry executive said. 

Fernando Martinez, Independent Philip- 
pine Petroleum Companies Association chair, 
said the slowly rising cost of crude in the 
world market would likely jack up local prices. 
Бу 20 centavos a liter, while the imposition of 
а S-percent levy on crude and finished prod- 
uct imports starting Jan. 1, 2005 would affect 
pump prices by 30 centavos. 2 

If current prices, though lower than those 
posted in October and November, would be 
sustained up to next month, he said local ой 
firms might have to implement price increases, 
particularly on the socially sensitive diesel. 

Local oil firms had tried to hold off price in- 
creases for diesel because of the impact these 
would have on the operational costs of the 
public transport sector. 

However, recent sky-high prices prompted 
local firms to jack up the prices of both gaso- 
line and diesel, with higher price increases 
slapped on gasoline to subsidize the relatively 
lower price hikes imposed on diesel. 

Martinez. said local oil firms still had some 
150 liter in diesel under-recoveriesto recoup, 
while margins in gasoline only reached Р1 а liter. 

Under-recoveries refer to hikes in interna- 
tional prices that are not reflected in local 
pump prices. 

Although the Department of Energy and 
consumer watchdog Consumer and Oil Price 
Watch had both said that a price rollback was 
in order right about now, Martinez said it 
‘would be difficult to speculate on prices due to 
the volatility of international market prices. 

As of Dec. 15, the benchmark Dubai crude in- 
creased slightly to an average of $33.66 a bar- 
rel, from only $33.55 a barrel two days before, 

‘While the price of unleaded gasoline based 
оп the Mean of Platts Singapore (MOPS) bell- 
wether for refined petroleum products stayed 
relatively low at an average of $45.31 a barrel 
as of Dec. 15, MOPS-based diesel again in- 
creased to a Dec. 1-15 average of $51.08 a 
barrel from $50.92 a barrel two days prior. 

"If crude prices in January are higher than 
those in December, we don't know how we 
can maintain current pump prices, especially 
in diesel," he said. 


off threat of downgrade UNDP Australia agency 
boost RP lending firms 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


MSSP would mark the Internation- 
al Year of Microcredit in 2005. The 
celebration is meant to step up ef- 
forts to make microfinance facilities 
accessible to more beneficiaries. 
"The MSSP was designed to meet 
the rising demand for microfinance 
services by underserved poor 
households in the countryside. 
"This recently concluded program 
contributed to almost a quarter of 
the national target of 1 million 
clients by helping Center for Com- 
munity ‘Transformation, LifeBank 
and Center for Agriculture and Ru- 
ral Development expand their out- 
reach using the Association for So- 
cial Advancement methodology—a 
program frst used in Bangladesh. 
CCT, LifeBank and CARD re- 
ported a 134-percent increase in 
clients over the baseline set 18 
months at the start of the project. 
"The UNDP said the MSSP was 
also rated recently as the best per- 
forming UNDPsupported program 
among 66 countries evaluated in a 
survey sponsored by the Consulta- 
tive Group to Assist the Poor. 
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Metrobank to auction MPC's Fort Gov't to launch integrated 


METROBANK has obtained a court-ap- 
proved foreclosure order on Metro Pacif- 
{c's remaining 10-hectare-plus Fort Boni- 
facio property as well as 20 condominium 
units in the posh Pacific Plaza Towers. 

According to the grapevine, 
Metrobank formally served the foreclo- 
sure order on MPC Friday afternoon. 

Worse, Metrobank has already set a 
public auction for МРС5 remaining 
crown jewels tomorrow, after having 
published as required the notice‘of the 
sheriff sale in a hardly known trade pa- 
per, 

The seized 10 hectares of still undevel- 
oped land are located along Kalayaan Av- 
enue and Gate 1 of the former military 

"reservation. MPC chair Manuel V. Pangili- 

nan at one point considered relocating 
the bulk of the PLDT operations there in a 
planned Microsoft-type “campus” envi- 
ronment. 

According to the grapevine, 
Metrobank until last month was consid- 
ering a combination cash payment and 
asset swap with MPC to help the latter ex- 
tinguish its P2.4-billion obligation. 

It was not immediately clear what pre- 
cipitated Metrobank to cut off negotia- 
tions and instead file extra-judicial pro- 
ceedings with the Pasig Regional Trial 
Courtto foreclose on the real estate mort- 
gage. 

According to the grapevine, MPC was 
caught by surprise by the court order 
when it fitst heard of it unofficially. 

Both Metrobank and MPC declined to 
comment. 

With the loss of Fort Bonifacio as a re- 
sult of the currency crisis to, first, the Ay- 
alas, and now, to Metrobank, MPC's once 
considerable real estate empire has been 
reduced to the Terrazas de Punta Fuego 
and Costa de Madera resorts in Batangas, 


COCKTALES 


Victor С. Agustin 


According to a published notice of le- 
gal proceedings, First Pacific is being 
made to answer under the so-called Sec- 
tion 8 of the Organized and Serious 
Crimes Ordinance Cap 455, which re- 
quires money changers and remittance 
centers to comply with anti-money laun- 
dering measures such as customer identi- 
fication and keeping of transaction 
records involving HK$20,000 or more. 

The ICAC coordinated with the Securi- 
ties and Exchange Commission through 
Assistant Director Ma. Elmira Alconaba 
of the Compliance and Enforcement De- 
partment to serve the required notices to 
the Philippine-based parties. 

Of the 21 respondents, it appears that 
only Pastrana and one other company are 
classified as Filipinos. 

‘The majority are apparently HK-regis- 
tered companies. 


Heard through the grapevine 
THE KUOKS have committed to speed up 
the delivery of their “seven star” Shang 
Grand Tower condominium in Legaspi 
Village in July, instead of December 2005 
ashad been announced. 

(E-mail: cocktales_pdi@pldtdsinet or 
cocktales_pdi@yahoo.com) 


anti-corruption drive in '05 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE NATIONAL government is 
preparing to launch next year an inte- 
grated anti-corruption drive in 2005. 

The plan was hatched during a 
three-day anti-corruption workshop 
that had experts from Hong Kong 25 
resource persons. 

During the workshop held Jast 
Dec. 15-16, Finance Secretary 
Juanita Amatong said representa- 
tives from various government 
agencies had plotted the nationa 
governments action plans agains 
corruption. 

‘The workshop lead resource per- 
son was Hong Kong's top anti-cor- 
ruption leader Tony Man-wal Kwok. 

“We now have specific action plans 
that we will pursue to prevent and de- 
ter corruption and, at the same time, 
educate people on how to enforce an- 
corruption practices,” Amatong 
said in a press briefing last Friday. 

The Philippine government, whose. 
suffering from a fiscal crisis is partly 
blamed on corruption, wants to 
tate the success of Hong Kong in i 
plementing strict and efficient an 
corruption programs. 

During the workshop, participat- 
ing government agencies were able to 
develop the Integrity Development 
‘Action Plan (IDAP), which calls for 
the implementation of several anti- 
corruption measures, 


‘The IDAP is divided into three cate- 
gories: prevention, deterrence and 
education. 

Under the prevention category, one 
measure will be the adoption ofa sin- 
gie ID (identification) system for gov- 
ernment officials and employees, and 
the implementation of electronic bid- 
ding for government infrastructure 
projects, and procurement of goods 
and services to promote transparen- 


су. 

The IDAP also calls for the institu- 
tionalization of a performance-evalu- 
ation system, which is intended to be 
done through the conduct of cross- 
rating reports both by individuals and 
organizations. 

‘Another is the implementation of 
an integrity check system that will 
apply to the recruitment and pro- 
motion of government personnel, 
and the conduct of the so-called in- 
tegrity Development Review among 
corruption-prone agencies. The rec- 
ommendations of the study will be 
the basis for the development of 
control systems in government 
agencies, 


Unwrap a Jaguar this Holiday Season 
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Lastly under the prevention cat? 
gory, the IDAP calls for the limitis 
tion in the salary deductions. of 
ernment employees to allow the! 
to have decent take-home pay, Th! 
way, government employees Will BE 
less tempted to engage in coti i 
practices. The IDAP suggests Wd 
the threshold for monthly salary dë: 
ductions, such as for payments 
loan amortization and services fee! 
for private lenders, be set at P4,961! 
"To deter corruption, IDAP calls fj 
the creation of an internal complaint 
unit in each government agency, ant 
adoption of protection measures 
for whistle-blowers, В. 
The government also intends td 
have names of offenders published if 
online database forpublicaccess. *, 
To educate government worker! 
to enforce anti-corruption prd 
grams, IDAP calls for several learn 
ing programs, such as the prepát: 
tion of agency-specific code of ethit 
cal standards. Under this plait, "dll 
government agencies are taskéll (d 
have customized code before "the 
end of 2005. 


the Pacific Mall їп Lucena, plus other 
provincial projects. 

These projects, in various stages of ar- 
rested development, аге scattered in Ca- 
banatuan and General Santos cities, Ваг- 
ulao (Batangas), Urdaneta and Calasiao 
(Pangasinan), Talisay (Cebu), San Pedro 
(Laguna), and Lemery (Batangas). 


Pacific puzzler 
AND SPEAKING of Metro Pacific, its Hong 
Kong-based parent First Pacific Co. has 
been named as one of the 21 respondents 
in absconder proceedings initiated by 
Hong Kong's Independent Commission 
Against Corruption under the colony's 
anti-money laundering ordinance. 

First in the list of those respondents is 
a Filipino national, Amador Pastrana, 32, 
who has been identified in previous news 
reports as the “king” of illegal boiler 
room operations in the region 

Itis not clear what role, if any, First Pa- 
cific was being implicated for. The ab- 
sconder proceedings, if successfully con- 
cluded with the HK Court of First In- 
stance, would lead to the confiscation of 
certain assets that would be disclosed 
when the trial gets underway in March. 
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Telcos bid to raise VAT rate 
in lieu of new taxes backed 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


THE TELECOM industry should 
not be singled out by the govern- 
ment in trying to raise more rev- 
enue and focus should instead 
shift in increasing the value-added 
tax rate, according to the Founda- 
Чоп for Economic Freedom. 

‘The Arroyo administration is 
targeting to raise at least P10 bil- 
lion in additional revente from the 
telecom sector as part of its P80- 
billion revenue reform package. 

"Improvements in telco services 
and costs have not only led to fos- 
tering community building, it bas 
also led to lowered cost of doing 
business and increased Philippine 
industries’ competitiveness espe- 
cially for communications-based in- 
dustries like TT, call centers, busi 
mess process outsource, and others," 
FEF president Alex Magno said. 


SEC affirms 
decision 
on UCC 


‘THE SECURITIES and Exchange Commission 
(SEC) affirmed an earlier decision saying that 
the holding company that bought into Union 
Cement Corp. did not have to buy the stakes 
of the cement firm's minority shareholders. 

"The decision was made by the SEC corporate 
finance department and affirmed by the Com- 
mission en Banc, an SEC official said. To justify 
its position, the CFD said the sale was not cov- 
ered by the tender offer rule since it was not 
made directly but through a holding company. 

However, National Life, a minority share- 
holder of Union Cement, has filed a motion 
for reconsideration with the SEC and sought 
the reversal of the CFD's decision. The SEC in 
turn has referred the motion to its legal unit, 
the Office of the General Counsel. 

Holding firm Bacnotan Consolidated In- 
dustries Inc. (ВСП), the flagship company of 
the Phinma Group, sold its 21.3-percent share 
in Union Cement Holdings Corp. (ОСНО). 

Atlas Cement Corp., a 53-percent subsidiary 
of BCU, also approved the sale of its 29.69-per- 
cent stake in Union Cement early this year 

"The total transaction was valued at $214 
million, involving $89 million for the direct 
holdings of ВСП and $125 million for Atlas 
shareholdings. 

“The shares were sold to Сетсо Holdings 
Inc., а local partner of BCH. 

iUCHC is one of the major shareholders of 
Union Cement Corp., one of the leading ce- 
‘ment companies in the country. 

“Our exit from UCC is а constructive deci- 
sion," an official of BCII had said. The compa- 
ny's board said in a statement that “it consid 
егей the price fair and attractive” and that it 
was able to find parties that have the neces- 
sary combination of technology, market 
each, supply reach and capital resources to 
make the cement company globally competi- 
tive and to maintain its leadership locally. 

Elizabeth L. Sanchez 
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‘The FEF is а non-government 
group composed of analysts, 
economists and academicians. 

VAT is an indirect tax of 10 per- 
cent slapped only on the value 
added by a company. While this 
burden creates а chain of ac- 
countability among taxpayers, 
there are loopholes that have led 
to huge tax leakages. 

‘Telecom 
amenable to increasing the rate by 
2 percentage points to 12 percent. 
The finance department said that 
for several years, most telecom 
firms, including the profitable ones, 
have not paid a single cent of VAT. 

However, the telecom firms 
said they had high-value purchas- 
es for their network expansion 
that were VAT deductible. 

The FEF said the government 
should lift the exemptions on VAT, 
including those given to lawyers 
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Magno said. 


companies ше 


billion in revenue. 


existing tax regime. 


LY 


OUTSTANDING RETAILER 


and the petroleum sector. 
“Even without factoring in the 
effect of lifting exemptions, the 
сап raise 
revenues by P30 billion per year,” 


He said with the coming legisla- 
tion of the “sin” tax bill or the ad- 
Justmentof excise taxes on beer and 
tobacco, the government was closer 
to achieving its P80-billion target. 
Philippine Long Distance Tele- 
phone Co. had said it was not op- 
posed to new taxes and was open 
to paying more to help the gov- 
emment raise an additional P10 


Globe Telecom Inc. senior vice 
president Rodolfo Salalima said 
the P10 billion in additional taxes 
the Arroyo administration want- 
ed to generate from the sector 
could be achieved even under the 


PLDT and its subsidiaries were 
expecting to shell out more than 
P31 billion in taxes this year and 
next, according to PLDT chair 
Manuel Pangilinan. 

Pangilinan said the most equi- 
table solution to address the 
deficit problem would be to in- 
crease the value-added tax rate. A 
franchise tax or any other impost 
to be slapped on gross earnings 
would hit even the phone compa- 
nies that were losing. 

Salalima said that apart from 
PLDT and Globe, the rest of the 
‘members of the telecom industry 
had been in the red. 

“Increasing the VAT would make 
sure that the entire food chain is 
taxed. It would foree us, our sup- 
pliers and the rest of the chain to 
declare the correct income. These 
guys make money also so they 
should be taxed,” Pangilinan said. 


Bayo, one of the country’s leading fashion retailers, recently won the Outstanding Filip 


Retailer 


in the medium-scale fashion category award given by the Р! 


йррїпе Retailers 


Association (PRA) and the Department of Trade and Industry. Accepting the award from PRA 
‘chair Manuel Siggaoat is Bayo vice president Diana Lynn Agustin (third from left). With them 
are (from left) PRA president Bienvenido V. Tantoco Ill, Trade Assistant Secretary J. Norman 
Hocson, Bayo's Corazon Bitong and Barbara Villas of Rusty Lopez, a finalist. 


BIR urged to tap LTO's help 
in tax collection campaign 


THE LAND Transportation Office can help the 
Bureau of Internal Revenue raise as much as 
88 billion in additional revenue yearly, ac- 
cording to Negros Oriental Rep. Herminio 
Teves. 

He said in a statement that the LTO could 
require the submission of proofs of tax pay- 
ments by vehicle owners before approving ap- 
plications for vehicle registration. 

“If there is just close coordination between 
the LTO and the BIR, the potential additional 
income tax from individuals can reach as 
much as P88 billion,” Teves noted. He, how- 
ever, did not elaborate how the figure was ar- 
rived at. 

‘Teves said almost 3.2 million vehicles were 
registered with LTO in 2003, while only about 
690,000 families filed their income tax re- 
turns ín the same year. 

"An individual who does not pay an income 


тах cannot possibly afford to buy or own а 
car; hesaid. 

"There is no car, even second-hand, that 
can be bought for less than P200,000, which 
is the minimum taxable income that should 
pay P37,000 in personal income tax,” ex- 
plained Teves. 

He said the government must find ways to 
enhance tax collection to avoid introducing 
new taxes. 

"The executive branch must also ensure 
that existing tax laws are efficiently and effec- 
tively implemented to optimize its revenue 
collections,” Teves noted. 

‘Of the eight revenue measures proposed by 
the Arroyo administration го raise an addi- 
tional P80 billion in revenue yearly, only the 
adjustment in the excise taxes on beer and to- 
bacco might be approved before the end of 
this year. Clarissa 5. Batino 


Tighter disclosure rules pushed 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


‘THE PHILIPPINE Stock Exchange (PSE) mar- 
ket integrity board is proposing that the Secu- 
rities and Exchange Commission (SEC) tight- 
en disclosure rules as an additional safeguard 
for the investing public. 

"The MIB, chaired by retired Supreme Court 
Senior Associate Justice Jose Vitug, was re- 
cently put to the test to review a probe done 
by the PSES policing unit on Metro Pacific 
Corp. for alleged insider trading. 

‘Some brokers had alleged insider trading 
for failure on the part of First Pacific Co. to 
disclose its plan to sell a 5-percent stake in 
subsidiary МРС. 

‘The MIB recently cleared МРС and FPC of 
insider trading. It ruled, however, that this 
рапїсшаг case of alleged insider trading 
could not be divorced from the disclosure 
rules under the Securities Regulation Code. 
Citing the SRC, the MIB said that “what the 
SRC requires to be disclosed is change in own- 
ership, not a planned or intended change in 
ownership. The language of the provision 
would indicate that the obligation to disclose 
arises after the sale, not before the sale.” 

Therefore, “PPC (First Pacific Co. Ltd.) is 
not required by law to disclose its plan to sell 
MPC's 5-percent outstanding capital stock be- 
fore effecting the same." 

"The fact that no such requirement is pre- 
seribed by the law inevitably means that such 
stockholder can dispose of its shares prior to 
disclosure without running afoul with our i 


sider trading law," the MIB said in a resolu- 


-tion. The MIB also said that in a pre-sale dis- 


closure, for example, “it is possible for the 
planned or intended sale not to materialize" 
and in such case, those who sold at a lower 
price may suffer damages. 

їп a postsale disclosure, “investors who 
bought prior to the disclosure, as in this case, 
may suffer damages when the share price goes 
down after the disclosure of the sale by а sub- 
stantial ог controlling shareholder is made.” 

MIB noted that the fact that the law “requires 
that disclosure be made after change of owner- 
ship isa clear indication that legislators made а 
policy choice in favor of post-sale disclosure." 

“This board cannot second-guess this pol 
су choice made by Congress, MIB noted, 
adding thar the law did not prohibit a contr 
ling shareholder from making a disclosure 
ahead of the required 10-day period. The MIB 
said that FPC "would have been well advised 
to make an early disclosure so that the matter 
would not have escalated to this level.” 

Most importantly, the MIB noted that “the 
10-day period is a minimum requirement to 
protect the investing public.” There "is noth- 
ing to prohibit а rule prescribing a much 
shorter disclosure period И, in the judgment 
of both the SEC and the PSE, an earlier disclo- 
sure will further protect the investing public." 

‘The current PSE rules have a shorter period 
but it covers only directors and officers and 
mot controlling shareholders like FPC. The 
MIB recommended to the SEC that it shorten 
the 10-day period. 
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From page B! 
was pushing for more invest- 
ments in the manufacturing and 
services sectors. 

“While we aggressively pro- 
mote investments in infrastruc- 
ture to improve the business envi- 
ronment, the manufacturing and 
services sectors provide the jobs 
for our workforce and produce 
the goods for consumption,” 
Purisima said. 

In the first 10 months, commi 
ted projects in manufacturing 
and services reached P49 billion 
or 45 percent higher than the 


6 oil, gas... 


Frompage Bt 
lion during the first seven years of 
exploration. 

Perez had earlier said that the 
DOE was also likely to award within 
the year a service contract to a con- 
sorum led by Australian natural 
gas giant BHP Billiton Petroleum. 

Even while BHP Billiton and 
consortium members Unocal 
Corp., Amerada Hess and San- 
dakan Oil already posted а bid to 
explore two blocks spanning 
8,000 kilometers in the deepwa- 
ter part of the southern Sulu Sea, 
he said negotiations with the con- 
sortium were prolonged due to a 
January 2004 Supreme Court de- 
cision declaring Republic Act No. 
7942, or the Philippine Mining 
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P33.9 billion in the same period 
of 2003. 

IT investments kept a strong 
showing with P7.45 billion or a 
66-percent increase from P4.5 
billion last year. 

There were 68 projects in IT- 
enabled businesses that commit- 
ted to create some 24,300 jobs. 

Call centers continued to gen- 
erate the most investments with a 
total of P5.9 billion or 79 percent 
of total IT investments, They also 
accounted for the most jobs with 
some 17,200 ог 71 percent of the 
total. 


Act, unconstitutional. 

Under the consortium's pro- 
posed work program, the group 
will initially invest $1.65 million 
to conduct geophysical studies on 
the two blocks. Another $32 mil- 
lion wil be infused for the 
drilling of four exploratory wells, 

Perez said the Supreme Counts 
recent decision allowing 100-per- 
‘cent foreign firms to go into the min- 
ing business will pave the way for 
the awarding of more service con- 
tracts within the next several weeks. 

1n fac, the landmark decision has 
prompted sare firm PNOC-Explo- 
sation Corp. and Petronas Cargali to 
proceed with their service contract 
application for oil and gas explo- 
ration over offshore South Mindoro, 
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Farm sector 
seen to post 5% 
growth this year 


By Christine A. GAylican 


‘THE AGRICULTURE sector is ex- 
pected to post a 5 percent growth 
this year despite the damages in- 
flioted by the four typhoons that 
hic the country. 

Agriculture Secretary Arthur 
C. Yap said growth in the past 
three quarters had to be credited 
for the expected increase in farm 
output for the whole year. The 
sector posted growth of not lower 
than 6 percent in the first three 
quarters ofthe year. 

“We were actually looking at a 
5.85-percent growth but this will 
possibly drop to 5.11 percent due 
tothe typhoons,” Yap said. 

Agriculture production is be- 
ing closely watched by the coun- 
пуз economists as it makes up 
about a fifth of the country’s total 
‘economic output. 

‘The government, according to 
Yap, can help farmers recover 
their losses through the immedi- 
ate distribution of seeds and oth- 
er farming inputs. This, however, 
‘was estimated to cost the govern- 
ment at least P35 million. 

GMA Rice Program director 
Frisco Malabanan said palay har- 
vest this year could reach 14.3 
million metric tons. This, howev- 
ет, was lower than the target of 


Yap 


145 million metric tons this year. 

“There is still a chance to in- 
crease our output since early in- 
terventions have already been 
made," Yap said. 

Recent developments, he 
added, could offer agriculturists 
in the provinces the opportunity 
to assess their current programs 
and pursue diversification plans. 
Agriculturists can help determine 
the areas where different 
provinces enjoy competitive 
edge. 


Scientists cited for stance 
on new farm technology 


AGRICULTURE research firm 
Monsanto recently cited the 
strong stand taken by the Philip- 
pine scientific community in sup- 
port of the use of modern tech- 
nologies to improve food produc- 
tion and battle hunger. 

Monsanto Philippines govern- 
ment and public affairs director 
Noel Borlongan said the position 
of the Filipino scientists “is an as- 
surance that the country is seri- 
ous in its bid to address the issues 

and dwindling farm 


Leading Filipino scientists ear- 
lier formed a solid phalanx be- 
hind the governments policy 
adopting agriculture biotechnoi- 
ogy as the foundation for its bid 
to increase the production of sta- 
ple food crops. The scientists also 
rapped attempts by foreign 


groups to "wage a scare campaign 
among Filipino farmers to pre- 
vent them from shifting to 
biotechnology-processed plant 
varieties." 

Borlongan particularly cited 
the assurance made by former 
University of the Philippines pres- 
ident Emil Q. Javier that there 
was no scientific basis to con- 
clude that genetically modified 
organisms could harm people 
and certain plant types. 

“GMOs are safe with govem- 
ment agencies undertaking strict 
screening of these plant varieties 
before they are commercially pro- 
duced," Javier said. 

Scientists believe that the 
adoption of modern technology 
could also reduce the country’s 
dependence on imported food 
and feeds. 
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! Citibank Preferred Brands Promotion 
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XCITIBANK'S senior officers kicked off the Citibank Preferred Brands promotion. From left, 
Marketing Director Cecille Fonacier, Cards Business Director Michellina Triwardhany, 
(Country Business Manager Nina Aguas and Vice President Jenny Lacerna. 
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The rewards of being 
a Citibank cardholder 


Register now and qualify for tbe next draw on Dec. 27 ' 


YOU can get one or you can get all 10 prizes in the 
Citibank Preferred Brands Promotion. 

After being named Asia's Most Preferred Bank, Citibank 
now gives back to its loyal cardholders (and future card- 
holders) with exciting prizes of world-famous brands. 

Want to have-your dream Mercedes-Benz or the best 
and hottest electronic gadgets in the market? 

То qualify for the raffle promotion, cardholders must 
text the word “CITI” and the last 10 digits of their credit 
card and send it to 2366. A text message confirming the 
receipt of their registration will be sent immediately. 

There are many ways to earn raffle entries—from shop- 
ping with their card, to availing of a cash advance, to 
charging purchases to PayLite, to enrolling accounts in 
Citibank 1811, to applying for supplementary cards and 
even transacting online. New and approved applicants al- 
so earn entries depending on their card type. Silver card- 
holders get three, while Gold earns five and Platinum gets 


as many as eight. 

And the prizes to watch out for? Check them ош. 

‘Who wouldn't want to drive a sleek 4-door Mercedes- 
Benz C180 Kompressor Saloon with a price tag of more 
than P3 million? 

Businessmen who can't leave work in the office would 
surely find the Fujitsu Lifebook 56220 a necessity. With а 
6008 hard disk, 512 MB memory, powered with operat- 
ing system Microsoft Windows XP Home or Professional 
edition and 13.3 inches XGA TFT monitor, this one is defi- 
nitely an irresistible prize to watch out for. 

‘You won't miss your favorite TV show and movies with 
43-inch Sony Projection TV worth almost P100,000! Sit 
and relax with your own big screen TV with your family 
and friends. 

Shoot your way to the world of photography with 
the Canon Powershot Pro 1 Digital Camera. You 
don't have to wait for film processing as you can 


I'm dreaming 


of a white (ors 


gold, green, pink or blue) 


hiny silver, 


Christmas... 
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interface, and seamless integration with iTunes for Mac and Windows, 
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Ҹ Enjoy up to 2 years’ peace of mind with 
hardware coverage plus technical support 
via phone, email or web with the AppleCare 
Protection Plan for your iPod. 
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print your photos with the companion 
Canon Pixma IP6000D photo printer. The 
Canon Powershot Pro 1 Digital Camera 
has an impressive 8 megapixels and 7X 
optical zoom and 3.2X digital zoom. It al- 
so has movie recording, compact flash 
storage media, and USB connection. 

The Apple iPod allows music lovers to 
bring their tunes wherever they go, enjoy- 
ing crisp sound quality through cutting 
edge technology only Apple can bring. 
Worth P30,000, the Apple iPod with a 40G 
memory and Dock is the fourth generation 
of the best selling MP3 player in history. 

Other prizes include a Samsung E800 mo- 
bile phone, a Panasonic Home Theater SC-HT- 
900, a Hewlett Packard iPAQ 3715, Р100,000 
worth of Shell fuel cards and trips for two to 
Hong Kong via Cathay Pacific. 

Оп the next draw on Dec. 27, a cardholder 
may win any one of these exciting prizes, 
Cardholders have until January 31 to earn 
raffle entries. And on March 3, 2005, one win- 
ner will take һоте ай 10 prizes! 

For more details on the promotion log on to 
wwwcitibank.com.ph., 


— 


Citibank is 
Asia’s | 

Preferred 
Bank 


FOR OVER 100 years, Citibank has been in 
service in the Philippines. It is considered 
the country's largest foreign bank. Recent- 
ly it was voted the Most Preferred 
Bank—the best international brand in the 
bank/insurance/investment service cate- 
gory—in the first annual Asia's Top 1,000 
Brand Listing, 

Global market research Synovate, orga- 
nizers of Superbrands Asia, Asian Media, 
conducted a proprietary survey of Asia's 
most preferred brands with 7,500 individ- 
wal consumers aged 15-64, across eight 
Asian markets, including 1,000 in main- 
land China, Hong Kong, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Singapore, Taiwan and Thai- 
land, and 500 consumers in the Philip- 
pines. 

Interviewees were asked to name the 
best international brand across nine major 
product and service categories; with "best" 
meaning the brand that is most trusted by 
the consumers or the one they consider as 
having the best reputation in the category. 
Categories included financial services, al- 
cohol, automotive, consumer electronics, 
luxury goods, services, personal quality 
goods, other personal products and con- 
sumer goods. 

‘The results were weighted according to 
the population in each market, providing 
а representative cross-section of society. 
Citibank ranked first in the bank/insur- 
ance/investment service category and 
27th among the 1,000 Asian most pre- 
ferred brands. 

Nina Aguas, Citibank Philippines 
County Business Manager for Global 
Consumer Group said: "Weare honored го 
be voted as Asia's most preferred bank. 
‘This recognition encourages us to contin- 
ue to innovate and provide world-class 
products and banking services to our 
many clients." 

In Consumer Banking, Citibank offers a 
range of credit card products including со 
branded cards with industry leaders and 
premier banking services such as CitiGold 
‘Wealth Management and Citibanking. 

ank is a trusted brand in the mar- 
ket. It is because of its winning combina- 
tion of talented and dedicated people, a 
slew of innovative products, impeccable 
services and an overwhelming drive to be. 
the best, Plus knowing their market to 
heart. 

These qualities have helped earn 
Citibank the enviable distinction of being 
the industry innovator in card products 
and services. 
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Citibank ushers early holiday 


cheer for 10 lucky 


INTHIS time when almost everyone has to scrimp on their 
holiday budget, 10 Citibank cardholders received the 
‘most exciting gifts just in time for Christmas. The Citibank 
Preferred Brands promotion gave away P3.6 million in 
prizes during the first draw early this month. 

‘The winners have their own varied interesting stories 
much like the prizes given away, 

A digital camera served as the winning ticket to a Mer- 
cedes Benz C180 Kompressor Saloon for Lizbeth Laura 
Del Rosario of Quezon City Interestingly, Lizbeth and hus- 
band Rod had just bought a new car. But who can resist a 
Mercedes? s 

"1 never imagined I would win, and a Mercedes Benz at 
that," says Lizbeth, She bought a digital camera using her 
Citibank Gold MasterCard at Avid, which as a Citibank 
partner merchant for the promotion automatically dou- 
bled her raffie entries. 

Lizbeth enjoys having a Citibank card. She sai 
"Citibank credit cards are accepted everywhere and I like 
that a lot. Plus, Citibank offers a generous 


cardholders 


Frederick Morales now has a gift for his son after he 
won an Apple iPod 40G with dock and Apple Care protec- 
tion plan. 

“Til give this to my son as a Christmas present. He likes 
listening to music so it's perfect for him," he says. Morales 
isa banker who hasa Citibank Classic MasterCard. 

Shell-Citibank MasterCard cardholder Gerardo Castillo 
won a Hewlett-Packard iPAQ 3715 pocket PC worth 
P31,000 and says he's "very delighted" to bring home such 
ап impressive gadget. He says he could either use it ог 
sive it to his daughter as a Christmas present. 

Businessman and Citibank Classic Visa cardholder Hector 
Marquez can finally upgrade his old phone after winning а 
Samsung E800 mobile phone. 

Winners all and satisfied Citibank cardholders, they 
simply can't get enough of Citibank with its exciting pro- 
motions and generous Rewards Program. The fact that 
Citibank is also one of the widely accepted credit cards in 
most establishments makes it even more appealing. 


WINNERS ALL - Citibank cardholders Melorie Militante, Reynaldo Cruz, Lizbeth Laura Del 
Rosario, Elizabeth Yuchioco and Napoleon Ong bagged major prizes during the first draw of 


the Citibank Preferred Brands Promotion. 


credit limit.” 

‘Surprisingly, the prizes were fitted into the 
winners. Citibank Gold Visa cardholder and 
businessman Napoleon Ong won a Fujitsu 
Lifebook 56220 worth P130,000. 

Reynaldo Cruz, a Citibank Gold Visa hold- 
er, is a businessman who also enjoys driving. 
So the Shell fuel cards amounting to 
P100,000 he won would give him more rea- 
sons to drive his V6 Thunderbird. "Tm happy 
ко win something that's so practical in value." 

А Sony 43-inch Projection TV would not 

delight kids but movie buffs as well. 
Citibank Gold MasterCard cardholder and 
businesswoman Melorie Militante will surely 
have a grand time watching her favorite 
movies. 

"My three children will definitely love it as 
they can watch their favorite programs and 
play their video games. All 1 can say is thank 
you Citibank," says Melorie. 

Another businesswoman who often uses 
her Citibank Gold MasterCard won a Canon 
Powershot Prol Digital Camera with Canon 
Pixma IP6000D Photo Printer. Said Elizabeth 
‘Yuchioco: "This is a wonderful prize! Now 1 
сап conveniently take pictures of my kids and 
print the photos at my convenience.” 

As for winning against many odds, Timothy 
Lee Ng isa prime example - he only needed one 
raffle entry to bag atrip for two to Hong Kong via 
Cathay Pacific. The lucky winner uses a Citibank 
Classic Visa card. 

“This is my first time to win in a raffle so it's 
unexpected but very welcome," says Timothy 
who intends to bring his wife with him. “Tm 
glad that my first overseas trip will come free 
and courtesy of my favorite credit card." 

His Citibank Gold MasterCard earned busi- 
nessman Charles Chua a Panasonic Home 
‘Theater System. 

"Аз soon as 1 heard I won, I walked around 
the house trying to find a place for it. Ive al- 
ready allocated a space and 1 can't wait to in- 
stall itin my room," he said. 
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МОВЕ CITIBANK WINNERS 
Charles Chua, Frederick Morales and 
Timothy Lee Ng 


une 
SNELL 100.000 PESOS 


You too could own this entire 
showcase of preferred brands. 


Just keep on using your Citibank Credit Card 
and get а raffle entry for every P1,000 in 
single receipt until January 31, 2005. 


Hurry register now, the next 10 prizes are up for grabs on 
December 27, 2004. 


To register, text CITI<space><LAST 10 DIGITS OF YOUR 
CITIBANK CREDIT CARD?» and send to 2366. 


2nd Draw - Dec. 27, 2004 (One winner of each of the 10 prizes) 
Grand Draw - Mar. 3, 2005 (One winner of all 10 prizes) 


For details, call 995-9999 or visit www.citibank.com.ph 


GERARDO Castillo, Jr. and Hector Marquez 
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CHRISTMAS is a time for sharing - of 
gifts, heartfelt greetings, or even a sim- 
ple thing as cellphone reloads. This hol- 
iday season, Globe and Touch Mobile 
subscribers can celebrate that Christ- 
mas spirit with the Share-z-load pro- 
mo. Globes revolutionary Sharea- 
Load service now gives subscribers a 
chance to win G-Cash simply by shar- 
ing load with loved ones ог friends. 

G-Cash is a breakthrough service 
that transforms a Globe or Touch Mo- 
bile subscriber's cellphone што a mo- 
bile wallet, allowing subscribers to 
send and receive cash values, send re- 
mittances, and pay for purchases sim- 
ply through a text message. The Share- 
a-Load service, on the other hand, al- 
lows subscribers to transfer prepaid 
load from one mobile phone user to an- 
other 

From Dec. 9, to Jan. 5, Globe and 
‘Touch Mobile postpaid or prepaid sub- 
scribers can register in the Share-A- 
Load Christmas promo for free. Simply 
text REG SALXMAS and send to 2854. 
You can then spread holiday cheer by 
sharing load with other Globe or Touch 
Mobile prepaid subscribers. Every time 
you send load to friends and loved 
ones, you get a chance to win up to 150 


AMCHAM PARTICIPATES IN IST JOINT FOREIGN CHAMBERS NETWORKING NIGHT 
The 1st Join Forelgn Chamber Networking Night was held last Oct. 
21, at the Ballroom of the New World Renalssance Hotel. The event 
was wel attended by the different Foreign Chambers Heads, Mem- 
ber and Government officials. Overall total of attendees is 344. DTI. 
Secretary, Cesar Purisima gave the opening remarks. Among the 
government officials who attended the event are Director на de Li 
ma, Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita, Chair Virgilio Peña, and 
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G-Cash daily or as much as 10,000 G- 
Cash in the grand raffle draw. 

There are two ways to win: on each 
day of the promo period, every 10th 
subscriber who is registered to the pro- 
‘mo and who sends at least P25 load via 
Share-a-Load instantly wins 50 G- 
Gash, You can win up to three times a 
day for a total of 150 G-Cash. Also, ev- 
егу registered user who sends any 
amount of load through Share-a-Load 
during the promo period is entitied to 
win 10,000 G-Cash in the grand raffle. 
50 lucky winners will be drawn on Jan. 
7. The G-Cash credits you win can be 
used to pay for purchases at selected 
stores like Mercury Drug, National 
Bookstore, Metro Gaisano, Ortigas 
Home Depot, Shakeys, and Burger 
King; movie tickets at Ayala SureSeats 
cinemas; food deliveries from Jolibee 
(8.7000) Shakey's (533-8000), Мах 
Restaurant (7-9000); and even to send 
baon (in the form of G-Cash) to your 
loved ones. They can also easily be con- 
verted into actual cash. 

То transfer credits through Share-a- 
Load, simply text <Load amount> and 
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Share а Load this Christmas, 
win loads of G-Cash from Globe 


the Share-a-Load service will first have 

to register by typing REG <a 4- charac- 
ter alphanumeric PIN> <your moth- 
ers maiden name> and sending this 
-message to 2916. You will use your PIN 
in subsequent transactions using the 
Share-a-Load service. The next time 
you want to transfer load to a friend, 
simply text <Load amount> <PIN> 
and send this to 2+ your friend's 10- 
digit mobile phone number. 

TF you've run out of load and want to 
ask for load from a friend, you can use 
‘Ask-z-Load, another innovation from 
Globe Handyphone. Just text «Load 
amount> and send to 26 + your 
friend's 10-digit mobile phone number. 
Your friend can conveniently accept 
your request by replying with "YES" 
(for first-time Share-a-Load users) or 
with their existing Share-a-Load pin. 
Both users will receive text advisories 
confirming the transfer of credits. Both 
prepaid and postpaid subscribers can 
send load through Share-a-Load and 
AskaLoad. 

The more you use the Share-a-Load 
service, the more chances you have of 


TERMINAL 
TOUR PROMO 


‘Nutrficious Foods 
Corporation (NFC), re- 
cently embarked on a 
marketing blitz tor its 
product Mola Energy 
Drink held at public util- 
ity vehicle terminals to 


E-mail: pf pepGinquirercom ph 
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JOLLIBEE FOODS CORP DONATES ТО TYPHOON VICTIMS 
Jollibee Foods Corp, which is composed of Jollibee, 
Chowking, Greenwich and Delifrance, donated on 
Dec. 3, P10 milion to the typhoon victims. JFC chief 
finance officer Ysmael Baysa (2nd from left turns 


over the donation to DSWD Secretary Dinky Soli- 
man (га from le). Looking on are lawyer Rey 
Montoya, JFC Corp counsel (left), and Tim Guiza, 
executive director of Jollibee Foundation. 


send to 2+ the 10-digit mobile phone 
number of the person to whom you 
wish to send load. First-time users of 


Globe! 


mio Vicens (ЕССР), Ermita (DOTC), И 


P50-MILLION WORTH OF EQUIPMENT FOR HARBOUR CENTRE PORT 


А total of PSO-million worth of port equipment was 
bought by Harbour Centre Port Terminal, the. 
newest and most modern port terminal in the 
country, as part of its continuing commitment to 
deliver world-class port terminal services to its 
clients. The newly-bought equipment included the 
latest, brand-new forks to complement the port's 
superior facilities, which include a world-class 
working apron measuring 865 meters in length by 


45 meters in width, a 15-hectare back up area 
where cargoes up to 6 TEUS high can be property 
stacked, and a truck holding area that can fitin 500 
trucks at a time. Present during the turn-over of the. 
brand-new equipment were (Icom let) Monark offi- 
cials Ed Eusebio, VP-machine sales and Edmidio 
Ramos, managing director; with Harbour Centre 
Port officials Michael Romero, chief executive offi 
сег, and Edwin Jeremillio, VP-administration. 


EWB offers financial lifeline with Salary Loan Plus 


ECONOMIC woes make it difficult for many 
to make both ends meet. Вис thanks to fi- 
nancial services made available by East West 
Bank, access to financial lifeline is at hand. 

Consistent with its desire го give its 
clients only with the good things, East West 
Bank offers its loan product loaded with fea- 
tures that do not only provide help in time of 
need, but also allow for payments under 
reasonable terms and conditions. 

East West Bank Salary Loan Plus is for eli- 
gible companies or corporations extended 
for their permanent and qualified employ- 
ees. For companies availing of the loan, ad- 
ditional fringe benefits are easily made 
available to their employees. With the latter 
availing of the fund from the bank, the com- 
panies can now maximize their own funds 
for other important purposes. 

For borrowers themselves, getting 2 
salary loan at East West Bank has never been 
this easy. EWB Salary Loan Plus guarantees 
easy access, hassle-free application and 
prompt processing. What's more, the loan 
requires absolutely no collaterals. 

"То apply, borrowers simply ПИ in an appli- 
cation form then submit it го the human re- 
sources department of their companies. 


In two days, following the completion of 
all the requirements and processing time, 
the loan can be released. And this tops the 
chart - EWB Salary Loan Plus can be paid in 
flexible payment terms from 6 to 36 months. 
Borrowers can pay as low as 1.20 percent 
per month. Loan repayment is conveniently 
done via salary deduction in equal 
amounts. 

Borrowers can loan up to three times 
their salary or an amount up to P300,000 - 
an opportunity for them to have the means 
to meet an urgent financial obligation or for 
an important expense like house improve- 
ment, tuition of the children, or even to start 
a small business. 

For borrowers, East West Bank requires 
minimum qualifications: borrower must be 
а permanent employee, has tenure of at 
least one year of continuous employment 
with the company, and not more than 65 
years old ог per company's retirement age 
policy upon maturity of the loan, whichever 
comes first, 

With all the conditions met, the bank 
grants EWB Salary Loan Plus to the employ- 
ее, allowing him to enjoy the financial free- 
dom to address his financial concerns. 


winning lots of G-Cash. Share-a-Load 
now and have a merry Christmas with 
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Mayor Jejomar Binay. It was indeed a successful event and most of. 
the people who attended it suggested to do it quarterly. In the pic- 
ure are: from left Richard Barclay (AnZCham), Ryukich! Kawaguchi 
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tivities geared to attract interest towards Mola. 
Mola brand manager Arlene Llagas is shown in 
photo distributing free Mola Energy Drink gift 
packs to PUV drivers atthe Victory Liner terminal 


Footworx-Sta. Lucia is overall karatedo champ 


FOOTWORXSta. Lucia regained its overall 
championship in the karatedo event of the 2nd 
Philippine ITF Martial Ans Tournament held at 
the Grand Ballroom, Westin Philippine Plaza last 
week. Footworx Sta. Lucia was overall champion 
ofthe maiden tournament held in May this year. 

А member-dojo of the Karate Development 
for Ans and Sports (KDA), Foonwont-Sta. Lucia 
‘was powered by double gold winner Kenneth V 
Cuden (under 6 years old, mixed kata and ku- 
mite); John Angelo Gerard Р.О. Calbario (7-8 
years old, gold, male kumite and bronze, male 
kata), Rachelle М Cuden (13-14 years old, gold, 
female kumite); Carenlia de Castro (13-14 years 
‘old, gold, female kata); Reden V Cuden (9-10 
years old, silver, male kata); Aliza V Concepcion 
(13-14 years old, silver, female kata); Cesar Car- 
ron (9-10 years old, siver, male kumite); 


mite); Judy Sharie Tiamson (19 years old and 
above, bronze, female kata); and Jenn Kiana 
Louise Cardefio (under 6 years old, bronze, 
mixed kumite) 

"The roster of instructors at Foorwonc Sta. Lu- 
cia includes national karate team coach and KDA 
chief trainer David Lay, SEAG medalist Walter 
Gozum; national champion Reiner Ryan de 
leon; and blackbelts Stephen Deynata; Alvin 
Carbonel and Richard Carbonel. Footworx-Sta. 
Lucia is located at the 3rd level of the Sta, Lucia 
East Grand Mall in Cainta, Rizal. 

A project of Westin Philippine Plaza and the 
Phil. International Taekwondo Federation, the 
2nd Philippine ITF Tournament (karatedo cate- 
жогу) was participated in by KDA (with more 
than 20 clubs in Metro Manila), Pro-Karatedo 
‘Training System, Claret Goju ryu Karatedo, Ceril- 


CCP), Shameem Qurashi (Pamuri), Sec. Cezar Purisima (DTI). 


Juanita Amatong (ООР), Rick Santos (CB Richard Elis and Am- 
Cham president), Stewart На! (CanCham). 


Kyoung Park (KCCP), 


Alliance Software posts 
record growth 


ALLIANCE Software, a Philippine-based intema- 
tional business software company, announces a 
record 50 percent growth in revenue YTD (Year- 
to-Date). Primarily attributed to aggressive ad- 
vertising efforts, Alliance Software products such 
as the POS (PointofSale) System were 
launched in December 2003 and have seen ro- 
bust sales since then. 

‘Traditionally a software outsourcing раллег 
of Japanese firms, Alliance tumed to Campaigns 
Cebu, а Total Marketing Solutions agency, for 
marketing communications support for the 
Philippine launch of their software packages. 
‘The resulting ad campaigns were hinged on reg- 
ular placements in national newspapers, strate- 
gic use of color and ad measurements as well as 
dear consumer insights. 

‘The overwhelmingly positive market response 
to Campaigns Себи successful product and 
brand campaigns for Alliance have led to a sur- 
prisingly sharp increase in demand. Alliance 
Software president Robert Cheng says, “With 
‘Campaigns Cebu's support, Alliance can now in- 
tensify its efforts to penetrate deeper into the na- 
tional market.” With Campaigns Cebu's continu- 
ing role as its Total Marketing Solutions partner, 
Alliance Software looks forward to continuing йв 
current growth trend with the upcoming cam- 
paign for its IT consultancy service, Alliance Pro- 
fessional Services. Alliance Professional Services. 
ог APS is the logical extension of the software. 
firm's onsite servicing policy and is an effort to 
add additional value for Alliance cients, 


Cocoplans offers Medic 
COCOPLANS presents its newest product innova- 
tion Medic or Medical Emergency Daily income 
Coverage. Cocoplans’ Medic, ипйке other medical 
plans, specifically addresses the necessities and 
баву expenses that come with hospitalization. 
Медо combines the features of a good invest- 
төп, comprehensive ie and accidant cover as 
well as income protection in the event of hospital- 
ization. As an investment, Medie gives a higher re- 
turn compared to bank savings or time deposits. 
Attha same time, it protects the primary investor 
with free Life and Accident Insurance. it also has 
Waiver of Premium and Credit Life that completes 
1ле plan holder's investment contribution in (ће 
tent of total disabilty or premature death. Medic 
provides replacement of income in tha event of 
hospital confinement due to sickness For further 
information about Medic, please contact Co- 
coplans Customer Service at telephone numbers. 
892-4956 to 59 or visit www.cocoplans cori. 


Pamela Pilapil (7-8 years old, silver, female ku- 
mite); Jozel Manalang (7-9 years old, silver, fe- 
male kata and 9-10 years old, bronze, female ku- 


la Karatedo Foundation, Defenders Karatedo 
Aikido Martial Ans Association, and Shotokan 
Karatedo System. 


PSBANK, MASTERCARD PROMO WINNER 


Photo shows Robert Perelonia (ight), 
receiving the keys and papers to his 
brand new 2004 Toyota Corolla Altis 
1.8 AT from Metrobank Card Corp. 
president Anne Young (middle) as PS- 
Bank president Pascual Garcia I (eft) 


looks on. Perelonia won the carin the 

PSBank Mastercard Charge and Drive 

promo, a usage based promotion that 

generales a raffle number every time a 
specific amount Is charged to the ored- 
itcard. The promo ended Oct. 31. 


DREAMING of Jong 
lashes but red of 
applying fake ones, 
or your usual length- 
ening mascara? 
Dream no more with 
the Tony Galvez Eye- 
lash extension - the 
very first eyelash ex- 
tension — technique 
herein Philippine the 
uses high quality and 


oducts _ 
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Tbe Tony Galvez Eyelasb Extension 
с" 


natural looking lashes to make your eyes the window of your soul. 

‘The Tony Galvez Eyelash Extension enhances, adds beauty and life to 
your eyes without surgery or operation. Tony Galvez uses strands that 
‘are well matched to а person's real lashes so they look natural on any- 
one who wears them. It comes in black, purple and blue colors, Perfect 
for those special dates these coming holidays. 

These are not fake eyelashes but individuals lashes that are | painstak- 
ingly grafted one by one for 30 minutes onto the short eyelashes ‘of men 
and women of Chinese heritage for a natural (but eye-opening) look. 
“The local service is priced lower that if it were done in Hong Kong. 

"This eyelash extension is another beauty innovation offered by Tony 
Galvez. For more information on products and services, visit the Tony 
Galvez Salon at the Tony Galvez Centrum 124-9th Avenue, comer Pu- 
агоп Blvd., Araneta Center, Cubao, QC. Or call 913-4370/913-3953, 
‘email tgalvez117@yahoo.com or log onto www.tonygalvez.com.ph. 
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REVISED OUTLOOK 
Bush predicts steady economy, lower job growth 


"WASHINGTON—The . adminis- 
tration of President George МЕ 
Bush, after being ridiculed by 
Democrats for an overly opti- 
mistic jobs forecast this year, оп 
Friday significantly reduced its 
forecast for new jobs that will be 
created in 2005. It slightly boost- 
ed its estimate for overall eco- 
nomic growth, 

In its new economic outlook, 
the administration predicted the 
economy will grow by 3.5 percent 
next year and will create an addi- 
tional 2.1 million jobs. 

A year ago, the administration 
was forecasting 3.6 million jobs 
would be created in 2005 after 


Democrats called the forecast 
for 2004 overly optimistic, an as- 
sertion that proved to be accu- 
rate, Through November, just 1.3 
million jobs were created, half of 
the administration's forecast. 

The economy has struggled to 
create new jobs during the recov- 
ery from the 2001 recession. 
Businesses have been successful 
in boosting production with few- 
er workers. 

A problem facing the adminis- 
tration with its 2004 forecast was 
that it was prepared in late 
November 2003 as part of the ad- 
ministration’s budget prepara- 
tions but not released until early 


sent to Congress. 

In between, the jobs pictured 
darkened significantly with a 
string of weak monthly figures, 
thus making the administration's 
forecast look even more opti 


Gregory Mankiw, the chairman 
of the president's Council of Eco- 
nomic Advisers, told reporters 
the administration had decided 
to release the 2005 forecast in 
early December, when it was 
completed, rather than waiting 
for two months for it to be possi- 
bly overtaken by events. 
Mankiw and other adminis- 
tration officials said the early re- 


speculation that Mankiw is 
planning on leaving his CEA 
post. 

Other officials said Friday that 
if Mankiw does decide to leave, a 
leading candidate under consid- 
eration to replace him is Ben 
Bernanke, currently serving as 
one of seven members of the Fed- 
eral Reserve board. 

Bernanke has also been men- 
tioned as a top prospect to re- 
place Fed Chair Alan Greenspan, 
whose term ends in January 
2006. 

he administration said the 
overall economy as measured by 
the gross domestic product will 


and 3.4 percent in 2006. 

А year, ago, the administra- 
tion was forecasting growth at 
slightly lower rates of 3.4 per- 
cent for 2005 and 3.3 percent 
for 2006. 

For the current year, which is 
almost over, the administration 
now sees the economy expand- 
ing, when measured from the 
fourth quarter of last year, by 3.9 
percent, down from an expecta- 
Чоп of 4 percent this time a year 
ago. 

‘On inflation, the administra- 
tion predicted that consumer 
prices will rise by 2 percent next 
year, down sharply from an ex- 


year. 

Mankiw said the slowdown re- 
flected the fact that energy prices 
are expected to be lower next 
year after jumping sharply in 
2004. 

Mankiw said the administra- 
tion’s forecasts for economic 
growth, employment and infla- 
tion were well within the range of 
private sector forecasts. 

Private analysts generally 
agreed with that assessment. 

"On job growth, they are just 
slightly more optimistic than Lam. 
and they are well within the 
bounds of possibility” said David 
Wyss, chief economist at Stan- 


2.6 million this year. 


United pilot 
leaders accept 
15% pay cuts 


CHICAGO—Pilots at United Airlines face a 
15-pereent pay cut, their second double-digit 
wage reduction in two years, and will not Fu 
ther resist the company’s elimination of tradi 
tional pensions under a tentative contract 
agreement made public Friday. 

"The pilots’ union reluctantly approved the 
proposed five-year contract late Thursday, 
hoping to help lift the cash-strapped airline 
‘out of Chapter 11 bankruptcy in 2005 after 
more than two years of restructuring. 

he contract sets an important precedent 
both for ongoing negotiations with other United 
unions and for rival airlines that also are slash- 
ing their labor costs to пу to stem big losses. 

"Harshly concessionary, it reflects the realities 
ofan airline industry crippled by soaring jet fuel 
costs and discount fare wats that have trimmed 
the profit from US tickets and sent so-called 
legacy airlines like United deeper into the red. 

"While agreeing to steep concessions that 
‘would save United $180 million (135.7 million 
euros) a year—$11 million less than the com- 
pany's initial demand—the pilots would come 
away with some additional financial consider- 
ations in exchahge for not waging a damaging 
fight to retain defined-benefit pensions. 

"The company, a unit of Elk Grove Village, 
Ilinois-based UAL Corp., would make higher 
pension contributions than previously envi- 
sioned to the cheaper new defined-contribu- 
tion pension plan. More notably, it would give 
the pilots’ union $550 million in convertible 
notes that could then be distributed to the 
6,400 pilots and sold inthe capital marker. 

The cash would be intended to soften the 
blow of losing defined-benefit pensions for a 
group that would suffer disproportionately 
when that plan is eliminated. AP 


February when the budget was 


lease had nothing to do with 


grow by'35 percent next year 


ACONTAINER vessel is berthed at the Singapore Keppel terminal container port. Singapore's key non-oil domestic 
exports rose 16.5 percent in November froma year earlier but were down 9.1 percent on October, the government 
said Friday, in a further sign the city-state’s economy is slowing. 


Japan to cut GDP growth forecast for "04 


ТОКУО- Јарап will slash its eco- 
nomic growth forecast in the cur- 
rent fiscal year to March 2005 to 
2.1 percent from its earlier esti- 
mate of 3.5 percent, reflecting a 
slowdown in the world's second 
biggest economy, a report said Sat- 
urday. 


gross domestic product (GDP) fore- 
cast on Monday, the Mainichi Shim- 
bun said, quoting government 
sources. 

‘Apart from slowing economic ac- 
tivity, the downgrade is also due to a 
recent change in methods of calculat- 
ing СОВ the daily said, adding Japan 


April 2005. 

Japan's economy narrowly avoid- 
ей recession this year after revised 
GDP in the July-September quarter 
grew a meager 0.1 percent following 
20.1-percent contraction in the April- 
June quarter. 

"Two consecutive quarters of nega- 


pected 3.4 percent increase this 


Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi's 
Cabinet is set to approve the revised 


Wall St. stocks to hold up 


NEW YORK—US stocks should hold firm this 
week with little economic data ог corporate 
news on tap to move the market going into 
the Christmas holiday, strategists said. 

But nervousness will persist around drug- 
makers’ shares after the hit they took Friday 
опа barrage of sour product news from sector 
heavyweights such as Dow component Pfizer 
Inc., and smaller rivals AstraZeneca and Eli 
Lilly & Co. 

Pfizer's stock initially fell as much as up to 
19 percent, before retracing close to half that 
loss by the end of trading, after it said it was 
ending cancer-prevention trials ofits popular 
Celebrex arthritis drug. 

‘The 30-stock Dow Jones industrial average 
rose 1.01 percent during the week. 

The Standard & Poor's 500 Index gained 
0.52 percent and the Nasdaq Composite In- 
dex finished the week up 0.34 percent. 

With just two weeks left before closing the 
books on 2004, the three major indexes are all 
in the black for the year. 

The Dow is up 1.9 percent, the S&P 500 is 
up 7.4 percent and the Nasdaq is up about 7 
percent. 


Bitter pill 

Оп what seemed like а Black Friday for 
drugmakers, Pfizer's warning coincided with 
news that Lilly would stamp a warning label 
for some patients who should not take its 
drug, Strattera, for attention дейси disorder. 

"Those setbacks were preceded by Anglo- 
‘Swedish group AstraZeneca's statement that 
its lung cancer drug Iressa, already launched 
in the United States and Japan, had failed to 
help patients live longer in a major clinical 
study. 

Pharmaceutical stocks aside, equity 
strategists said that the general tone of the 
market would otherwise be stable in the ab- 
sence of any notable market-moving eco- 
nomic data. 

“There is confidence that the economy ison 
a self-sustaining expansion course and 1 don’t 
think anything is going to happen to upset 
that expectations. The problem now is only 
stock-specific,” said Michael Metz, chief in- 
vestment strategist at Oppenheimer & Со. 

“For those who thought that the worst was 
over for the drug industry and we had a good 
rally this week, they are now having second 
thoughts," Merz added, 


For much of this years second half, US 
stocks have been led by swings in oil prices 
and weakness in the dollar. 


Over abarrel 

Stanley Nabi, vice chair of Silvercrest Asset 
Management, said the market expects the 
price of a barrel of crude го stabilize between 
the high $30s and the mid-S40s over the next 
few months. 

In November, the US Consumer Price Index 
rose 0.2 percent and core CPI, excluding 
volatile food and energy prices, also gained 
0.2 percent—matching Wall Street's forecasts 
in each cate. Overall, energy prices in Novem- 
ber went up 0.2 percent, after soaring 4.2 per- 
cent in October. 

This offered some relief to those concerned 
about inflation after the CPI's jump of 0.6 per- 
cent in October. 

Оп Friday, NYMEX January crude rose 
$2.10 to settle at $46.28 a barrel. 

The dollar slipped on Friday, trading at 
104.17 yen, down 0.5 percent. The euro was 
at $1.3311, up 0.5 percent. 


Light dusting of data 

Snow is forecast for some parts of the US 
Northeast early next week. But on Wall 
Street's calendar, the outlook calls for only a 
light dusting of economic data and earnings 
теропз. 

The only economic figures ro Бе an- 
nounced this week are the November durable 
goods number, which reflects the demand for 
big-ticket items like cars, refrigerators, wash- 
ing machines and other items produced by 
the manufacruring sector, and weekly jobless 
claims. 

Economists expect November durable 
goods orders to rise 0.6 percent, com- 
pared with a drop of 1.1 percent in Octo- 
ber. 

"The jobless claims for the week ending Dec. 
18 are expected to rise to 330,000 from 
317,000 last week. Both figures are due on 
"Thursday, Dec. 23. 

Investment banks Morgan Stanley and 
Bear Steams Cos. Inc. lead a short list of eam- 
ings reports due. 

Both are likely to have an impact on the 
market as investors eye their reports for an 
additional read on the strength of business on 


expects the economy to grow by 1.6 
percent in the next fiscal year starting 


Wall Street. Reuters 


tive economic growth technically 
constitute a recession. AFP 


dard & Poor's in New York, АР 


China aims 
for top 3 slot 
in car industry 


BEUING- Despite a less than stellar year їп 
2004, China aims to become the world's 
third-largest auto maker by the end of the 
decade, state media reported Saturday, 

The objective is stated in a national 
blueprint for the auto sector, which aims to 
make ita pillar industry for the entire econo- 
my by 2010, the Xinhua news agency said. 

"The blueprint foresees the auto sector mak- 
{ng up 5 percent of China's overall economy in 
six years’ time, with export value of at least 
$50 billion, according to Xinhua, 

In one example of Chinese carmakers’ 
growing ambitions, the Shanghai Automotive 
Industry Corp. (SAIC) is in talks with Eng- 
land's MG Rover for a partnership that will of- 
fer it access to the European market. 

SAIC, which has said it wants to become 
the world's sixth largest carmaker by 2010, is 
tipped to own 70 percent in the planned ven- 
ture with MG Rover, the China Business 
Weekly newspaper said. 

But with only two weeks to go before the. 
New Year, China's auto industry is looking 
back ata rather painful 2004, Xinhua said in а 
separate report. 

"Compared with other nations, China's au- 
to sales were not at all low. Nevertheless; 
compared with the previous years in China, - 
they were down," said car dealer Du Wen. 

Authorities have predicted China's auto 
production and sales volume will surpass five. 
million units by the end of the year. 

While most countries would be ecstatic 
over such figures, in China they mark a signif- 
icant drop. 

In 2002, the first year after China joined 
the World ‘Trade Organization, the sales vol- 
ume of sedans reached 1.2 million, up 50 per- 
cent from 2001. AFP 


SoundDock 


Digital Music System 


Style. Prestige. Superior Audio Performance. 


‘Acknowledged by Time Magazine as one of the coolest personal tech products of 2004*. 
Simply dock and play to fill the room with vibrant detailed sound thet will revolutionize the 
way you experience your iPod. 


* Renowned Bose sound quality from your iPod or iPod mini 
* Docking cradle charges your iPod as it plays or even when turned off 
* Credit card-sized remote control included for basic functions. 


MARKETING CORPORATION 
Беда 


BOSE STORES: SM Megamall: Tel. No: 634-8484 to 85 - SM City North Edsa: Tel. No: 926-8034 
Robinson's Place Ermita: Tel. No: 536-2680 - Festival Supermall: 
Power Plant Май: Tel No: 898-2048 - Rustan's Makati, th fir.: Tel. No: 613-3739 loc 277 


PREMIUM DEALERS: Avant Abons: 
AstroPlus: Tel. No. 633-4523 - Mobile 1: Tel. No: 


"December & 2004 te of 1те Мора 


++ Selected Brancas Oniy 


fel No: 758-2316 - Ambasador Appliances’ 
8834509 - PalmOne Pod Central: Tel. No: 752-8382 


„БИДЕ * 


Boror sound through rosearch® 


fel. No: 850-3638 


fel. No: 633-5224 


El ч 
{TONY'S BLOG, AURORA BLVD. QUEZON CITY. 
[HM 


duni 
LABANG, MUNTINLUPA ст, 


Ern] ыза 


PHILIPPINE, DAILY INQUIRER, 
МАТ 


LAS 


O МАТ 


Classifieds 


The Widest Reaching 


|| ЕИ ED 5 for reservations / cancellations / corrections 
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Republic of the Philippines 
Province of La Union 
Municipality of Bacnotan 
'Office of the Mayor 
BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


Toe eicse o! Bocrten, La Urian through Its Bida and Aware Comme (BAC) Vr 
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Tel No 410-58 
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(1) Office/Residential 
Condo Unit for Sale (3.1M) 


4th & 5th Firs. wi АШ, 
'U-4/5-3 Sunshine Cond. 
9633 Kamagong 51. SA Vilage, 
Макай City 
Floor area of 111.60 square meters 
For Inquiries contact: 
Rey Jaucian - 8940012-13 
Mobile No. 09193580236/ 
E-mal: cian @pana.com.ph 


Brokers are Welcome! 
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MR. MARVIN б. MAGDALUTO. 
ТЕМ FOR SALE 


ТМ SORRY NA NASAKTAN KITA, GUSTO KONG. 
MALAMAN MO AT NG LAHAT КА MAHAL NA MAHAL 
KITA. [KNOW DESERVE ANOTHER CHANCE 
KHEI J-SANCHEZ-MAGDALUYO 
(PAKIUSAP PO SA MGA MAKAKABASA NITO, IF YOU 
BELIEVE IN GIVING TRUE LOVE ANOTHER 


CHANCE, PLEASE INCLUDE USIN YOUR PRAYERS, 
THANK YOU) 
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that the estate of the lae 
NORBERTO E. ABODON 
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settled with an авн of 
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heirs вз per doce 83 & 90: 
page 18: booka : Serios of 
{2008 batoro Notary Publie 
Ашу. Jocelyn A, Rat 
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Philippine Рану Inquirer 2> 
мару Ууу 


et your thoughts Бе heard and add the waarmih and essence of 
heartfelt feelings lo cll the special people in your Ме. On 
December 24, 25 and 26, 2004, publish your personal holiday 
greetings and messages in Inquirer “Christmas Post” and share 
With them the joy of this holiday season. 


А serving of sweetness and a load of good cheer sent with 
‘warmest wishes to family ond friends зо dear courtesy of 
Inquirer Classifieds. 


Toke advantage of this special offer at 
о discounted гою of P75.00 per line 
‘end Р220 per colomn centimeter for 
bax odi 


For mora information, visit ог call ony 
Inquirer branch. Prices ore VAT 
inclusive. 


Deodlina of Ad Plocemont: 
December 23, 2004, 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2004 


NOTICE OF LOSS 


Note is hereby given of the loss ofthe folowing 
PLOT Stocks Сасе in tho names of Ihe 
following personsentios as Isted herein - 1) Josus 
V. Tayan: (0000090861 -200 shares), 
(0000101458 - 100 share) (0000101459 - 100 
Shares), (0000028950 - 180 shares and 
(000131139 - 180 shares 0000128639: 2) Palmy 
B. Tibayan — 350 shares; 3) Tibayan Mgt. Group ind 
Holdings (0000140600 - 350 shares) and 
(0000149849 - 350 shares); 4) TG Assat 
Management Corp. (0000131277 - 200 shares). 
(0000153515 - 200 shares) (0000110212 - 200 
Shares (0000110213 -200 shares) and 
(000110214 - 200 shares; 5) Global Progress Mgt. 
and Trading - (0000142605) -200 shares and 
(0000006118- 200 shares); €) Matcor Holdings 
Caro. (0000048436 - 200 shares) (0000048910 - 
200 shares), and (0000048911 -200 shares; 7) 
Diamond Star Management (00000157102 - 200 
MSI Foreign Exchange - (0000160371 
200 shares); 9) Las Piñas Construciion 
(0000045710 - 200 shares); 10. Samson P. Martinez 
{Po00020464 - 50 shares, (Р000038225- 15 
(РМОООО14488- 15 shares), (0000036853 
60 shares) and (0000224548 - 180 shares) 11. 
Uborio E. Басе (0000002862 - 180 shares): 12. 
по Валетова (РМООО40787- 50 shares), 
{(PMO0041412 -50 shares), (0000046031 - 180 
shares) and (510000209978. 180 share 
Roomal Матис (0000009658 170 shares 
Еоюпдо1. Nagi (0000011458 - 190 shares), 
{9000025902 180 shares), 0000009576 - 350 
Shares) (0000003577 - 350 shares, 0000038384 - 
180 shares and 0000030457 - (18) shares) го 
contest recelved new cercato wil be issued. 
р-да 
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World-class 
salespeople 


RESEARCH consistently demonstrates that over 
half of those in professional selling lack the ba- 
sicanribwes required for success in this difficult 
profession - attributes that world-class sales- 
people possess as natural gifts or develop 
through training or single-minded focus. Of the 
remaining half, alf ofthese again have the po- 
tential for success in some form of sales, but are 
currently selling the wrong product or service 

leaving just about 25 percent who sell about ВО 
percent of the world's products and services. 
“That's why it isso key that all those of us with re- 
sponsibility for driving our businesses forward 
havea keen understanding of the attributes that 
make for World-Class Salespeople - so that we 
сап hire more of them. Is also key if we are to 
recognize where апу struggling salespeople оп 
our team might need taining or support. Run 
all of your salespeople against this ist of the ten 
attributes that world-class salespeople share in 
common: irepressibly positive attitude; they un- 
derstand that sales isa numbers game; they live 
to; totally sales driven; they are competitive; ob- 
sessed with the next step"; they know that they 
and thelr products are world cass; they qualify 
hard before they invest time and energy; they 
expect to hear “Nol”; they sell through client 
knowledge; When you hire new salespeople 
look for these key attributes; and when you look 
at your currentsalespeople, especially those who 
are struggling, look for which of these attributes. 
are missing- and invest time and money in what- 
ever coaching, training and support they need to. 
develop. Move all of your team into the 20 per- 
cent zone and watch your sales soar. Profiles 
Asia Pacific might be of service to your company. 
Jocelyn Reyes is executive director of Profiles 
‘asia Pacific. She works with many clients to 
help them become "Employers of Choice”. Con- 
tact her at (2) 637-8770 or at 
Jocelyn@ProfilesAstaPaeifie.com. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


Please ba informed that the Search for Presidency cf te BASILAN STATE 
COLLEGE (8250), isabela Ciy, Zamboanga Peninsula is now OPEN. 
The folowing are the qualficatons and requiremenis for e postion: 
1. Prolarebiy a holder o a Doctorale degree in any related academi elds; 
Z. Must have five (5) years relevant managerial and administrative 
ence 


врет, 
. Mustbe a natural bom Filipino cifzen with proven integrity with no pending 
эй таїө endor cial casos: ла 
Must ba at ast 5 years of aga той mora ban sity 0) years olion 

the dat of potest. 

Applicants а requested to subi the folowing requirements: 

a. Latter of Applcaton: 

b. Comprehensive Resumé supported by authenticated documents; 

с. Vision and Mission for the Basilan State College; 

d. Birth Certificate, NBI, Ombudsman, and Police Clearances; and 

cose of eurent and pending ватнага тита casas 

Applicants are requested to submit eight (8) sets of formal applications end certified 
Support documents ote Seren Canis tough tha ewe not lalar fan 
January 15, 205. 
Dr. Emie A. Caraecio 
PASU азота Caiman 
Zamboanga Siate Golega of Mains 
‘Science and Technology (ZSCMST) 
Fon Plar, Zamboanga Cly 
FAX No. (062) 991-0777 


Dr. Yolanda Елка Аса 
Ain BoardColege Secretary 
Baslan Siate Colege (BASC) 
Isabela Cy, Zamboanga Peninsula 


Thailand Campus 


Learn the principles of quality Jewelry Design 
from the world’s #1 gemological institute 


Jewelry Design Class 


Step-by-Step, develop skills needed to create 
and illustrate designs for a variety of jewelry 
in full color and fine detail 


NO artistic training or experience required 
Jewelry Design Class starts March 21, 2005 


GIA Thailand Campus 


Bisco Tower-12* Fir., 56/12 Sub Rd., Bangrak, Bangkok Thailand 
"Tel: (662) 237-9575 / 77 Fax: (662) 236-9829 
giathai @ksc.th.com www.giathailand.com 


PRIVATIZATION AND MANAGEMENT OFFICE 


INVITATION TO BID 


Baguio Condominium Unit 


Offered for Public Bidding on an "as-is, where-is" basis is an 
asset formerly owned by WESTERN MINOLCO CORPORATION 
(WMC) consisting of a fully furnished two-storey condominium 
unit with a floor area of 193 square meters, 3 bedrooms, Kitchen, 
dining area, living room, 3 restrooms and a garage located at 
Green Mansions Condominium, Gibraltar Road, Baguio City, near 
Good Shepherd Convent and Mines View Park 


The asset is offered al its Base Price of P3,900,100.00. 


Bids will be received, opened and tabulated in the presence 
of the bidders on January 26, 2005 at 3:00 p.m. at the PMO 
Conference Room, 6th Floor, 104 Gamboa St., Legaspi Village, 
Makati City. 


Interested parties may secure the sale documents for a 
nominal fee of P1,500.00 from the PMO Marketing Office. 


For more information, please call Ms. Jane V. Santiago at 
telephone numbers 892-2145; 818-4733. 


IPD- December 20.21 в 2.2008) 


NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY 
Quezon City 


ANNOUNCEMENT OF BIDDING 


In consonance with R.A. 8976 otherwise known as the Philippine Food 
Fortification Act of 2000, the National Food Authority (NFA) as the 
implementing agency оп ron fortified rice, wishes to announce that it will 
Бе conducting a bidding on January 05, 2005 at 10:00 АМ at the NFA 
Boardroom, 10th Floor, Matimyas ВК. 101 E. Rodriguez Sr. Avenue, 
Quezon City among ай interested supplies for the supply of THREE 
HUNDRED METRIC TONS (300 МТ), IRON COATED RICE GRAIN 
PREMIX (FORTIFICANT) with an approved budget of Php 52M, packedin 
25 kg mull-wall paper bag (strong enough to withstand handing). Detailed 
produci specifications shall be included in the Terms f Reference (TOR). 
Delivery period at designated NFA Manila warehousels shall be not later 
than March 15, 2005 and with BUYER'S option for an early delivery 


All interested suppliers are required to submit price offers їп Philippine 
Currency, as specified in the NFA Bid Form. 


Allidders are require to posta bid bond equivalent to 5% of the approved 
budget of Php 52 Min the form of Cash, Cashier's and/or Manager's Check 
oran irrevocable LIC issued by a reputable bank in Metro Manila, 


Uist of Eligibility Requirements and Instruction to Bidders may be secured 
thu MR. TOMAS R. ESCAREZ, Assistant Department Manager and MR. 
NESTOR U. PUANGCO, Division Manager, Department for Marketing 
Operations, Sth Fir., NFA Malimyas Bidg., 101 E. Rodriguez Sr. Ave., 
Quezon Gity, Telephone Nos. 712-1564, 743-8696 or 712-3341 Loc. 8513 
staring December 10, 2004. 

The Terms of Reference (TOR) and Bid Documents will Ikewise be 
available staring December 10, 2004 up to December 29, 2004 (5:00 АМ 
-5:00 PM) upon payment of a Php16,000.00 non-refundable fee. 

The Pre-Bldding conference wil be held on December 22, 2004 at 10:00 
АМ at ihe NFA Boardroom, 10th Floor, Matimyas В. 101 E. Rodriguez. 
Sr. Avenue, Quezon City. 

Submission of eligibility requirements, technical proposal and price offers 
wil ba between 8:00 AM to 8:55 АМ at the NFA Boardroom, 10th Floor, 
Malimyas Bldg., 101 E. Rodriguez Sr. Avenue, Quezon City on January 
05, 2005. Opening of bids wil start at exactly 10:00 АМ. 

The National Food Authority reserves the right to reject any or ай bid 
proposals, lo waive any required or detect therein and accept the bidis 
which Is deemed most advantageous to the Agency. 


(591) JESSUP P. NAVARRO 
Deputy Administrator and Chairman 
Bids and Awards Commitiee 
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LAND BANK OF THE PHILIPPINES 
1598 М.Н. Del Pilar cor. Dr. Quintos 55. Malate, Manila 
Telephone Nos. 405-7366 & 405-7247 / 48 (direct lines) 
Trunklines 522-0000 & 551-2200 locals 2374 / 2308 / 7366 


INVITATION TO BID 


Sealed proposals together with the 10% bid bond for the purchase of the 
properties co-owned by a consortium of Banks (LBP — 53.5396, Metrobank 
— 35.29%, Asiatrust - 8.24%, RCBC Savings — 2.94%) listed below will be 
received at the Speclal Assets Department, 10th Floor, LBP Plaza, 
Malate, Manila not later than January 17, 2005 @ 10:00 А.М. at which 
place, date & time, said proposals will be opened in the presence of 
attending bidders. 


In case of CLOSELY CLUSTERED TOP BIDS (defined as having the 

second highest bid which is not below 90% of the highest bid), the opening 

of the sealed bids will be immediately followed by an open bidding in which 

all bidders whose bids are not below 80% of the highest bid may participate. 

те Шык increase in the open bidding should not be lower than 
1,000.00. 


PROPERTY DESCRIPTION 


264,256 sa m. Land 

broken down as follows: 

ТОТ No. T-1098286 - 144,208 sqm. 
TCT No. T-1038287 — 10,000 sq.m, 
‘TCT No. T-1038288 — 95,270 sq.m. 
‘TCT No. T-1038289 - 10,055 sq.m. 
TCT No. 1-1098290- 4,723 sq.m. 


2. Buildings, Machinery and Equipment 


LOCATION 


San Agustin, 
Dasmariñas, Cavite 


MINIMUM BID 
697,545,000.00 


San Agustin, 
Dasmariñas, Cavite 


575,413,000.00 


The Terms of Reference for the public bidding, Inventory listing and 
bid forms shall be available on December 21, 2004 at the Special Assets 
Department (SPAD), Land Bank of the Philippines located at the 30th Floor, 
LBP Plaza, 1598 M.H. Del Pilar cor. Dr. Quintos Sts., Malate, Manila (near 
Diamond Hotel) upon payment of a non-refundable registration/application 
fee of PESOS: Five Thousand (P5,000.00). Prospective bidders are 
enjoined to inspect the above listed properties before entering their bids. 
The sale of the property shall be on "AS-IS-WHERE-IS" basis. The sale of 
the property thru public bidding is a direct sale transaction, hence no 
broker's commission shall be paid. The winning bidder/s shall take 
possession of the awarded properties without seeking assistance from the 
Bank. The award in favor of the winning bidder/s shall be subject to the 
approval of the BANKS’ approving authorities. 


If for any reason the above-mentioned date is declared a non-working 
holiday, then the public bidding shall be held on the next working day at the 
same time and place aforementioned. 


LAND BANK RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY OR ALL BIDS, 
TO WAIVE ANY FORMALITY THEREIN AND TO ACCEPT THE BID 
MOST ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE BANK. THE DECISION OF LAND 
BANK SHALL BE FINAL AND BINDING. 


(Sgd.) JOSE C. NOGRALES 
Chairman 
COMMITTEE ON ASSET DISPOSAL 


es 
NATIONAL POWER CORPORATION. 
Diliman, Quezon City 
INVITATION ТО APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND ТО BID 


NPC-MMSD 2004-022 
The Bids and Awards Committee (BAC)-MMSD ol NPC invites interested bidders to apply for 
eligibility and to bid for the folowing requirements. 


Schede — Date/Time & 


Place of Bidding 

T Jan. 11,2005 
ФАМ 
Kafao Room 


йет Description PA Nozingulty No. ABC 


Operation Materiais for бела! PBOLTITIMMSR2OST 
Mindoro Substation (82) 


388790000 


Mechanical Parts for Marinawa PB040831-MMAD1480 
DPP “CKO” (22) 

Mechanical Pats fr Palanan Pansort-MMSB2S16 
DPP "Peine" 

Moctancal Spare Parts or 
Masbate DPP "MAN B & W° 


7787 1690 
475,100.00 


PBOSOMIMMADZ? — 358600000 


Mechanical Parts for Casiguran 
DPP "MAN" 
Turbocharger, IH for P8120 
Jan, 12,2005 Рола Moble and Diesel Fred 
00РМ GeneratngUnis!orPuanglupa 
KaloRoom DPP 
NOTE: A Pre-bidding Conference will be held for the following bidding schedules: 
Schedule. Dato Time Placo 
‘Schedule LVI Dec. 27, 2004 0PM Kahao Function Room, 
‘Schedule ҮП Doc. 21, 2004 36:00AM —  Paniyas Function Ноот 

‘Complete sets of Application Form for Eligibily and Bid Documents may ba obtained from the 
Materials Management Services Division, Materials Management Dept. of МРС, Dilman, Quezon 
City with Tel. No, 924535719245477 upon payment of non-refundable fee of РНР500.00 per schedule 
starting on December 13, 2004, [rom 8:30 to 11:30 A.M. only. No bid documents will be issued 3 days 
before the dato of bidding. 

Bids willbe received al the assigned Bidding Room, MMSD, MMD, МРС, Diliman, Quezon City on 
the date and time specified above ater which Elgblity Requirements and Bld Proposals will be 
‘opened in the presence of attending bidders. Certificate of Registration issued by PSD/MMSD will be 
honored provided that the Certification is stil valid. 

Prospective Bidders shall signify conlormanco to bidding terms and conditions as required and 
shali ensure the same through proper submission/execution In accordance wilh the IRR of Republic 
Act No. 9184. 

The Bidder shall furnish as part of hisiner bld, а bid security In the amount equivalent to a percentage 
‘of the approved budget for the contract to be bid in the form of Cash, Managars/Cashlars Check, 
Irrevocable Letter of Credit - One Percent (1%), Bank Guarantee — One and a па! percent (1.5%). 
Surety Bond — Two and a hall percent (2.5%, penal and callable on demand Issued by a Surely or 
Insurance Company accredited by the Olfice of the Insuranca Commission. 

МРС reserves the right to reject any or ай bids а! any time prior to award of contract, waive any 
defects therein, and accept tha offer most advantageous to the Corporation, without thereby incurring 
апу of the following: а) lability whatsoever to offset expenses or losses the bidder may Incur in the 
preparation ol the bids and b) obligation to inform the atfected bidder or bidders of the grounds for the 
basis of the BAC's action. 


PBOSDIMMSBSIB 195089500 


 PROSOIII-MNSB2SI9 
PBDSOTT2 MMVBOS2O 


300000000 
6221200000 


(604) LORENZO S. MARCELO 
Chairman, Bids and Awards Committee 
MMSD-NPC 
г-динот 194782050) 


Wanted: quality agents 


ASPIREIT Solutions Inc, a major player in the tions and Profiles Asia Pacific Inc. Whilst Pro- 
IT recruitment and staffing business an- files provides the Internet based assessment 
nounces the formation of Call Center technology, Aspire provides the recrultment 
Dynamics (CCD) a business unit setup to ар expertise. CCD helps its clients in the call cen- 
ply its own unique brand of Internet and ter industry find, hire, and keep top contact 
assessments based recruitment services tothe center performers. If you need to hire, boost 
Call Center industry. Call Center Dynamicsis your profits, and reduce turnover, contact CCD 
а 50/50 joint venture between Aspire IT Solu- at Tel +63 2 6700-852502. 


"та nemest andmont Trunk Line: Y 
“Thenewestandmost Trunk Lino: (32) 845-2396 to 38 


rode F oti Русс Lino: (632) 45-2440 
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“DEADLINE 

for reservations / cancellations / corrections. 
а ‘Monday to Sunday 

12:00 noon 


' KC PEREZ DE VENECIA” 


К (April 6, 1988 — December 17, 2004) 


Beloved daughter to Speaker Jose and Georgina de Venecia, 
wonderful sister to Alexandra Haner, Leslie Norton, Vivian Garcia, 
Jose de Venecia Ш, Carissa Cruz, Felipe Cruz Ш, 
best friend and sister to Christopher de Venecia and 
loving granddaughter to Azucena Vera Perez, amazing classmate, 
precious niece, member of the cool cousin group The Bulilit Gang 

and cherished friend. { 


A fun-loving, passionate, sweet, intelligent girl who lived 
life to the fullest. She spoke her mind freely and lone with all her heart. 
Please pray for her eternal rest. \ 


Makati. Interment will be on December 22 at 10:00 a.m. 
at Santuario de San Antonio, Forbes Park, Makati. 
In lieu of flowers, the family would appreciate donations 
to the KC de Venecia Foundation. 


Her remains lie in State at Santuario de San Antonio Church, Forbes Park, 


Day before publication 
acien 


MICHAEL SURBAN LINA $ 


Has peacefully joined our Creator on 
December 19, 2004 
at the age of 34. 


His parents Alex and Ludy Lina; wife 
Joanne; children Jessica & Chloe; 
siblings Gigi and Harvey Libarnes, 

` Rachel and Vanessa, relatives and 
friends request the pious readers to pray 
for the eternal repose of his soul. 


His remains lie at Funeraria Paz, Manila 
Memorial Park, Sucat Parafiaque City. 
Interment will be on December 23, 
2004 at the Manila Memorial Park after 
the 2:00 PM Mass. 


оза... AR 


oe 
H Engr. AMOR CELERIDAD CERIDOZA 


Has joined his wife, Laura Antazo, 
and peacefully rests in the infinite warmth 
| and embrace of our Lord on 
December 15, 2004 at the age o£ 82. 


His loving children Enrico, Elizabeth and husband 
Artemio Carrasco, and grand-daughters Bethania Marie 
and Lugenia Anne and sister Norma Ceftidoza request for 

““фазуег» for the eternal repose of his soul. 

His remains lie in state at #10 West Capitol Drive, 
Brgy. Kapitolyo, Pasig City 
* Interment will be on Tuesday, December 21, 2004 at the 
Ф Pasig Catholic Cemetery after the 1:00 PM Mass at the 
Immaculate Conception Basilica, Pasig City. 


sem 


5 Our Dearly Befoved Papa 


Pour out your heart before Him; 


Eternal life will swallow up that which can die. God made ү God is refuge for us." Psalms 62:8 


` LEONARDO ACOSTA DELA PENA на элеее siden иа at f CARIDAD NAKPIL vda. De 


FORMER DIVISION CHIEF INFORMAL ENTRY - SOUTH HARBOR 
lo ген BUREAU OF CUSTOMS 


SANTOS - VIOLA 


„. чи. "OK Qo 7 ; Peacefully joined our Creator on 
Peacefully joined our Lord & his wife Lourdes Palma | | Dra. Melicia ofla De Фат, атап | | един јаре! 18, 2004 
b; 


on December 18, 2004 at the age of 73. 


of Santa Rosa, N.E. and Cabanatuan City 


at the age of 86. 
Her children Rosario, 


His children Jun, Ed, Gary, Chubby (t) and А Peacefully joined the Lord Milagros, Maria Paz, Lourdes & 
Jolly; daughters-in-law Nonette & Line; оп December 19, 2004 at the age of 77. Carlos & grandchildren request 
grandchildren RB & Lenard; sisters Candida & i She will be most missed by her husband Dr. Sito, her children your prayers. 

Hilaria; nephews, nieces, relatives & friends, 3) Lynne, Dr. Rainier, Naldi & Riza; in 
request the pious readers to pray for the eternal Eine en 


repose of his soul. 


ws Raul Arellano, Dr. Her remains lie in state.at 
i De Leon: grandchildren Arlington Memorial Chapels, 


Maia, Enzo, Bea, Sam, Gaby, Rain, and Niko, They request for ‘Araneta Ave., Quezon City. 
prayers for the eternal repose of her soul, _ 


Interment will be on December 


His remains lie in state at Presidential Suite | Her remains lie in state at the Multi-Purpose Hall, Sto.-Niño 22, 2004, 9:00 a.m. at the Loyola 


Chapel, Loyola Memorial Chapels, Guadalupe Chapel Kapitan Pepe Subdivision, Cabanatuan City. 


Viejo, Makati City. Cremation willbe inthe morning of Wednesday, December 22,2004 inthe City of Dagupan. 


Interment will be on Tuesday, December 21, 


after the 12 noon mass at Nuestra Sefiora de 


| Memorial Park, Marikina. 
In lieu of flowers, donations for 
the Capuchin Seminarians are 


2: requested. 
2004 at the Loyola Memorial Park Marikina _— L reca - —á 


b Gracia, Guadalupe, Makati City. 


. COL ESTEBAN B. WILLASE JR. (ВЕТ. 
Penceflly joined our Lord on 
December 17, 2004 at the age of 69. 
His children Ann & John, Liza ќе Jake, Virna & Cris, Molly ќе 
Noy, Marvin, Steve: mother Beatrice B. ITamin; sisters & brothers 


" Яп obituary with a. picture 
XO 5 can be a fitting tribute to your 


departed loved one. 


naw Shirley & Jun, Minda & Efren, Linda & Willy, May ќе Always caring... INQUIRER OBITUARIES . 


Tony, Vicky & Nonong; grandchildren Janna, Joco, Jam-Jam, 
Jelo, Yari, Robyn, Cyril, Emon, Zeus; cousins, aunties, uncles, in- 


Mees nephews kaccsandoterrelatvesandtiendsrequestne | 1 OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: 


pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 


His remains lie in state at the Loyola Memosial Chapels, Sucat © Copy of Death Certificate; 
Paranaque. 


ч Interment will be on Wednesday, December 22, 2004 at the 


DEATH ANNOUNCEMENT 
MESSAGE OF THANKS 
Z 1* Death Anniversary E E DEATH ANNIVERSARY 


Federico “Ricky” Manuud Salcedo, Jr. ; = с 


ove, Cand nfl Menara ttt ane ge 
darn for menclang our lon we kon 


‘His parents Fred th) dnd Josie Manuud Salcedo bribers and only sister, sons, 


‘Masses oe being offered uday, December 20, 2004 t 6:0 PM at the following Chere: 


Mary the Queen 


897-8425 (Telefax) 


CUBAO : 912-9808 to 11 (Aurora) 


=~ MAKATI: 892-5578; 811-4361; 811-4370 
Tam the way; the truth and the life, No опе comes | ; 5 KALAW : 528-0213; 527-3342" 


Ө Any identification document (1.Р.) p Sets 


We ES 


For your Classified Ads requirements, call our 
daughters, пере nieces on заа equet pios reader ta pray for i aol. Classifieds Advertising Hotlines: 


Њ. ризи Деби Р HEAD OFFICE : 97-8808 loc. 514, 516; 899-4425; 897-2535; 


~ to the Fatlier excépt through Me. 
lw 


NAR иши | \ = тит 


MEGAMALL : 635-0219; 635-0220 
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Christmas gifts for a techno-freak 


LAST year, Apple's iPod MP3 player was 
the hands-down winner of all the 
games arid gadgets we reviewed. This 
year, we boil it down to three things 
techno-freaks at Infotech found 
nifty: 
Fora year, we have reviewed 
many consumer gadgets and 
toys, ranging from cellular 
phones to personal comput- 
ers to digital cameras and 
dozens of video games. 
Some of them were very 
expensive, some of 
them were reasonably 
priced. We tried to 
get the middle 
point by compar- 
ing features with 
the price, and 
factored in 


Sony Ericsson 
K700i wins war 


By Leo Magno 


DOZENS of cellular phone models were intro- 
duced in 2004, and we were able to revi 
many of them. These phones ranged from the 
low-end, voice and text bare essentials to the 
high-end, PDA-type of phones that cost as 
much as personal computers. 

‘And зо it goes without saying that it was 
difficult to.choose from among the phones we 
reviéwed which would be most recommend- 
able as far as features, functionality and price 
are concerned. In the end we settled for a 
mid-range phone, one from Sony Ericsson. 

"THe K700i topped them all when it came to 
balancing price with features. At P16,000, 
this phone is still expensive and barely makes 
it torthe price of mid-range phones. But for 
that price you get features previously found 
only in high-end, PDA-type of phones. 

‘This phone isa multimedia powerhouse. 

ges and sounds are handled well, with 
a big, 176x220-pixel resolution color screen. 
that's equal to the Nokia Series 60 devices. 
‘The TFT screen capable of 65,000 colors is 
big, bright and the operating system anima- 
tion is сше. The 640x480 VGA camera has 
been enhanced to include a cameorder. The 
camera has a 4x digital zoom and a camera 
light ingeniously located at the back of the 
phone. In fact, when you tum the phone 
around it looks like а digital camera, and 
don’t forget that Sony is one of the biggest 
digital camera producers in the world. Cam- 
era clarity is good and has a panorama mode 
that makes it stand out. This mode lets you 
take three overlapping photos that the phone 
auto-stitches together, giving you one very 
wide image. Other fun camera features in- 
clude the frames, which allow you to add in- 
teresting comic-like backdrops to the image. 

Оп the sound department, the phone has а 
good polyphonic system, MP3 player and 
builtin FM radio. It produces crisp audio 
and ring tones, with eight volume levels, 

То handle ай this multimedia audio and 
video, the phone has a respectable 41МЬ 
of memory; this is huge for а mobile 
phone. 

‘The downside to all this multime- 
dia capability is battery consump- 
tion, The phone sucks up battery 
charge like a drunkard let loose in 
a bar after being in jail for a year. 
Realistic and real-world operat- 
ing time for the phone—using 
full camera, phone and audio 
funetions—is two-and-a-half 
days, although Sony Erics- 
son claims a talk time of 
eight hours and standby 
of 300 hours. 

All in all, the K700i is 
loaded with features. 

It has a nice, sleek 
metallic look, and is 

very user-friendly, 
And all this for 
P16,000, аг 
which ' price 
Other phones 
dont ееп 
come fully 
packed. 


By Joey G. Alarilla 
Contributor 


HALO 2 is awesome. Halo 2 

isa bigletdown. 
Sound schizophrenic? If 
you've played and finished this 
much-awaited Хох game 
(event actually, because it's bro- 
ken all sorts of gaming industry 
records and has sold over five mil- 
lion copies so faz), you know exactly 
what mean. Ies still a great game, no 
question about it, but the ending? 

Arghh! 
T won't spoil the game for those who 
haven't played through Halo 2 yer, butlers 
just say you'll feel very strongly about the 
controversial cliffhanger ending, You're either 
going to like it and defend it as the ending 
Bungie planned all along, or you're going to cuss 
when you realize its the ending and that’s all the 
thanks you get for the 10 to 15 hours you've put 
to finishing Halo 2, Pm firmly in the camp of people 
who think the endings full of crap. 

You know how you don’t want some games to end 
even as you desperately try to finish them as quickly as 
possible, because you want to see the conclusion, move 
on to another title, or, I dunno, do other things in life? 
Well, I found myself saying, "Nah, this can't be the last 
stage, I mean, it can't end with me as... Oh good, I was 

Hight... see, I getro., WTF?III (credits roll,” 

"And while 1 haven't beaten the game yet оп Heroic or 
Legendary mode—Normal, OK?—from the violent reac- 
tions of many Halo 2 players, yup, this is the ending 
Bungie and Microsoft saddled us with for the single-play- 


the total experience of üsing a digital con- 
sumer gadget; The result of that evaluation is 
what you see on this page now—three tech- 
related stuff techno-freaks would love го 
have for Christmas. 

Let's start off with guns blazing. 

In terms of the hype and excitement gener- 
ated by any technology-related consumer 
product, we found the game “Halo 2” for the 
Microsoft Xbox gaming console to be at the 
top of the list. Halo 2 is by no means a perfect 
game, and has some disappointing areas аз 
you will discover in the review below. But in 
the end the game proved to be worth all the 
accolades and the expectations it was sub- 
jected to. 

And what would a year's review of gadgets 
be like if it didn’t include acellular phone in 
the list? Dozens of cellular phones were re- 
leased this year, and it was really a tough 
choice. In the end, however, a fully loaded 


er campaign. To be fair, I didn't like the "Half-Life 2" end- 
ing so much, either, but it was nothing compared to the 
disappointment felt with the Halo 2 ending. 

The thing is, however, that you have so much to love 
about Halo 2. The graphics, the sound, the game- 
play— Halo 2 excels in all these areas and offers you a 
truly enjoyable experience. | was all pumped up the mo- 
ment ‘the game started and I was Master Chief 
again—the new improved Master Chief with better ar- 
mof and a personal shield that regenerates more rapidly. 
I could feel the adrenaline rush as the Covenant fleet ap- 
peared ready to invade Barth. Heck, wasn't that what all 
the teasers were promising, that you'd be saving Earth? 
So, presumably, most of the action will take place on 
Earth? Hey, we saw the demo trailers, right? And that 
желе with Master Chief hteing a ride on а rocket? 
Hah! 

Suffice it to say that you get to travel to a lot of other 
places in Halo 2. Plus you don't have to backtrack as much 
as you did in the original game. One thing really find cool 
about Halo 2is that you get to пу different things with ev- 
егу level. Who says first-person shooters should just be 
endless levels of you running around with your bad-ass 
weapons? Here, It's crucial to man turrets, ride Warthogs, 
Banshees, Ghosts, Wraiths, and uh, other vehicles—play 
the game, [won't spoll the surprise. E 

Speaking of vehicles, one of the coolest features in Halo 
2is the ability го jack enemy vehicles. Yup, you can make 
believe it's "СТА: Halo." It’s such a rush to board an enemy 
craft (using the X button when you're prompted once you 
get in position), start hammering away using the B but- 
ton, then plant a bomb using the let trigger. Then you can 
drive the vehicle-using the X button. Let me tell you, it 
feels great to fire at an enemy Wraith while riding a Ghost, 
close in, land and then try to jack the Wraith. 

“Another enhancement is the ability to ‘use two 


multimedia phone from Sony Ericsson out- 
shone them all in terms of features, usabil- 
ity and price. 

Finally, a gadget that really made our 
year is one of the top three in this list. 
Consumers are still confused about 


what kind of animal the RIM 
Blackberry really is. People call it 
a phone-PDA or a PDA-phone. 
We call ita complete a com- 


plete messaging device. 


Itis 


an e-mail terminal, a text 


machine, a cellular 

phone and a personal 

digital assistant. 
Read the reviews 

below and you'll 

find out why 

these three were 

our choices for 


By Erwin Lemuel G. Oliva 


* write this article. No, I'm not using a laptop as 


‘Halo 2’ a great game, 
but ends with a whimper 


weapons simultaneously via 
dual wielding. The first time 1 
realized this could now be done 


in Halo 2, I felt like I was in a 

John Woo flick. It's been seam- 
lessly introduced into the Halo 2. 
control scheme that you might find. 
yourself wondering ifthis option was 
available all along in the first Halo (in 
case you're still thinking, it wasn't). 1 
have my gripes about it, though, be- 
cause if you're dual wielding and want to 
select your reserve weapon—say, you're 
walking around with a plasma pistol in one 
hand and a needler in the other, but now 

want to switch to your beam rifle—you have 

to drop one weapon first using X, then switch to 

the reserve weapon using Y. Plus I'm really used 

to lobbing grenades while Tm firing with a 
weapon, and obviously you can't do this while dual 
wielding, Still, it adds more options, apart from the 
fact that you have a breathtaking array of weapons 


you can now handle, 
One of the best enhancements. 


ackberry 7250: 
E-mail in pocket 


Contributor: от 


ТАМ sitting in front of my house watching my 
daughter Natasha learn to ride a bike, while I 


you might have suspected. lm using a palm- | 
sized (not to be confused with the Palm ' 
brand) device called a Blackberry, 

The Blackberry was developed by Research 
in Motion (RIM) as a device for sending and 
receiving e-mail wirelessly. Newer models can 
also make phone calls, send text messages,- 
and browse the Internet—all in a lightweight 
and slim design, | 

But any gadget is only as good as the sof 
ware or applications that come with it. So 1 
will take You through some of the major fea- 
tures of the Blackberry based on what I be- 
lieve field telecommuters (such as journalists 
like myself) find useful. 

First, let's focus on the e-mail features of 
the Blackberry (the 7230 model for this re- 
view). This is the key feature of the Blackber- 
ту and it does a good job of letting you send 
and receive e-mail while on the go. 

But there are still some limitations. Office 
users who want access to their office e-mail 
directly need to be using either Microsoft Ex- 
change or IBM Lotus Domino as their e-mall 
platform. If your office doesn't use these е- 
mail systems, you can still send or receive е- 
mail but you'll have to create an e-mail ac- 
count with your mobile network provider 
(Smart Communications in this case). 

However, Smart lets you access up to 10 
regular POP e-mail accounts on your Black- 
berry by specifying them when you sign up 
for youre-mail account, Е 

For this review, I used Smart's e-mail sys- 
tem to test the e-mail feature. 

То create an e-mail account, 1 visited 
Smart's Blackberry website to activate the e- 
mail service. It is fairly easy to set it up. Once 
youre оп the website, you аге asked to supply 

а PIN (personal identification number) and |J 
your unit's unique International Mobile 

Equipment Identifier (IMEI) собе. ^ 

You can find the IMET and а default PIN 5. 


1 


| 
i 
i 
| 
| 
| 
1 
| 


under the Options menu and under а 
sub-menu labeled Status. | 
It took me five minutes to activate 
the e-mail account, After a few sec- ! 
- onds, received a welcome message 
from Smart saying that my e-mail 
account was ready for use. 
1 then started adding e-mail 
addresses into Blackberry’ in- 
tegrated phone and address 
book in order to start send- 
ing, err, spam to friends. 
‘This part was а bit te- 
dious since 1 had to famil- | 
jarize myself with the 
built-in QWERTY key- 
board, For quite some 
time, my right 
thumb had beni 
doing the суріп," 
Now I had to 
tein my left 
thumb, 


inthe weapons depart- \ BLACKBERRY/BI6 


mentis that Master Chief can now wield the Covenant en- 


ergy sword. That sword has saved my butt a number of 
times, particularly because now you also have the option 
of using it to target an enemy during melee and perform- 
ing an instant kil (well, unless you're fighting heavy-duty 
bad-asses like the Hunters, who have been altered from 
their counterparts in the original Halo) by pulling the 
righttrigger 

One of the best things about the original Halo was Ив 
plot—it was one of the rare occasions gamers actually 


"cared about the story while playing an FPS, Halo 2 reveals ` 
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Christmas gifts for a techno-freak 


LAST year, Apple’s iPod MP3 player was 
the hands-down winner of all the 
games arid gadgets we reviewed. This 
year, we boil it down to three things 
techno-freaks at Infotech found 
nifty. 
Fora year, we have reviewed 
many consumer gadgets and 
toys, ranging from cellular 
phones to personal comput- 
ers to digital cameras and 
dozens of video games. 
Some of them were very 
expensive, some of 
them were reasonably 
priced. We tried to 
get the middle 
point by compar- 
ing features with 
the price, and 
factored in 


Sony Ericsson 
K700i wins war 


By Leo Magno 


DOZENS of cellular phone models were intro- 
duced in 2004, and we were able to review 
many of them. These phones ranged from the. 
low-end, voice and text bare essentials to the 
high-end, PDA-type of phones that cost as 
much as personal computers. 

And so it goes without saying that it was 
difficult to choose from among the phones we 
reviewed which would be most recommend- 
able as far as features, functionality and price 
are concerned. In the end we settled for a 
mid-range phone, one from Sony Ericsson. 

The K700i topped them all when it came to 
balancing price with features. At P16,000, 
this phone is stil expensive and barely makes 
it torthe price of mid-range phones, But for 
that price you get features previously found 
only in high-end, PDA-type of phones. 

This phone is a multimedia powerhouse. 

ages and sounds are handled well, with 
a big, 176x220-pixel resolution color screen 
that is equal to the Nokia Series 60 devices. 
The ТЕТ screen capable of 65,000 colors is 
big, bright and the operating system anima- 
tion is cute. The 640x480 VGA camera has 
been enhanced to include a camcorder. The 
camera has a 4x digital zoom and a camera 
light ingeniously located at the back of the 
phone, In fact, when you turn the phone 
around it looks like a digital camera, and 
don't forget that Sony is one of the biggest 
digital camera producers in the world, Cam- 
era clarity is good and has a panorama mode 
that makes it stand out. This mode lets you 
take three overlapping photos that the phone 
auto-stitches together, giving you one very 
wide image. Other fun camera features in- 
clude the frames, which allow you to add in- 
teresting comic-like backdrops to the image. 

Оп the sound department, the phone has а 
good polyphonic system, MP3 player and 
built-in FM radio. It produces crisp audio 
and ring tones, with eight volume levels. 

То handle all this multimedia audio and 
video, the phone has a respectable 41Mb 
of memory; this is huge for a mobile 
phone. 

The downside to all this multime- 
dia capability is battery consump- 
Чоп, The phone sucks up battery 
charge like a drunkard let loose in 
a bar after being in jail for a year. 
Realistic and real-world operat- 
ing time for the phone—using 
full camera, phone and audio 
functions—is two-and-a-half 
days, although Sony Erics- 
son claims a talk time of 
eight hours and standby 
of 300 hours. 

All in all, the K700i is 
loaded with features. 

It has а nice, sleek 
metallic look, and is 

very user-friendly. 
And all this for 
P16,000, а 
which ' price 
other phones 
don't ееп 
come fully 
packed, 


By Joey G. Alarilla 
Contributor 


HALO 2 is awesome. Halo 2 

isa big letdown. 
Sound schizophrenic? И 
you've played and finished this 
much-awaited Xbox game 
{event actually, because it’s bro- 
ken all sorts of gaming industry 
records and has sold over five mil- 
lion copies so far), you know exactly 
what mean. Ies still a great game, no 
question about 1, but the ending? 

Arghhl 
1 won't spoil the game for those who 
haven't played through Halo 2 yet, but ler's 
just say you'll feel very strongly about the 
controversial cliffhanger ending. You're either 
going to like it and defend it as the ending 
Bungie planned all along, or you're going to cuss 
when you realize Ёз the ending and thats all the 
thanks you get for е 1010 15 hours you've put in- 
to finishing Halo 2, Тїп firmly in the camp of people 
who think the ending's full of crap. 

You know how you don't want some games го end 
even as you desperately try to finish them as quickly as 
possible, because you want to see the conclusion, move 
оп to another title, or, I dunno, do other things in life? 
Well, I found myself saying, “Nah, this can't be the last 
stage. 1 mean, it can't end with me as... Oh good, I was 

right... see, I getto... WTR?II1 (credits roll).” 

“And while 1 haven't beaten the game yet on Herolc or 
Legendary mode—Normal, OK?—from the violent reac- 
tions of many Halo 2 players, yup, this is the ending 
Bungle and Microsoft saddled us with for the single-play- 


the total experience of using a digital con- 


sumer gadget. The result of that evaluation is 
what you see on this page now—three tech- 


related stuff techno- 
have for Christmas. 
Lets start off with guns blazing. 


reaks would love to 


In terms of the hype and excitement gener- 


ated by any technology-related consumer 


product, we found the game “Halo 2” for the 


Microsoft Xbox gaming console го be at the 


top of the list. Halo 215 by no means a perfect 


game, and has some disappointing areas as 


you will discover in the review below. But in 


the end the game proved to be worth all the 
accblades and the expectations it was sub- 
jected to. 


‘And what would a year’s review of gadgets 
be like if it didn't include a cellular phone in 


the list? Dozens of cellular phones were re- 
leased this year, and it was really a tough 
choice. In the end, however, a fully loaded 


‘Halo 2’ a great game, 
but ends with a whimper 


ег campaign. To be fair, I didn’t like the "Half-Life 2" end- 
ing so much, either, but it was nothing compared to the 
disappointment felt with the Halo Zending. 

The thing is, however, that you have so much to love. 
about Halo 2. The graphics, the sound, the game- 
play—Halo 2 excels in all these areas and offers you a 
truly enjoyable experience. I was all pumped up the mo- 
ment the game started and 1 was Master Chief 
again—the new improved Master Chief with better ar- 
mor and a personal shield that regenerates more rapidly. 
could feel the adrenaline rush as the Covenant fleet ap- 
peared ready to invade Earth. Heck, wasn’t that what all 
the teasers were promising, that you'd be saving Barth? 
So, presumably, most of the action will take place on 
Earth? Hey, we saw the demo trailers, right? And that 
seene with Master Chief hitching а ride on a rocket? 
Наш 

Suffice it to say that you get to travel to a lot of other 
places in Halo 2. Plus you don't have to backtrack as much. 
as you did in the original game. One thing I really find cool 
about Halo 2 that you get to try different things with ev- 
егу level. Who says first-person shooters should just be 
endless levels of you running around with your bac 
weapons? Here, it's crucial to man turrets, ride Warthogs, 
Banshees, Ghosts, Wraiths, and uh, other vehicles—play 
the game, Iwon'tspoil the surprise. 

‘Speaking of vehicles, one of the coolest features in Halo 
218 the ability to jack enemy vehicles. Yup, you can make 
believe i's "GTA: Halo." It's such a rush to board an enemy 
craft (using the X button when you're prompted once you. 
get in position), start hammering away using the B but- 
ton, then plant a bomb using the left trigger. Then you can 
drive the vehicle using the X button, Let me tell you, it 
feels great to fire at an enemy Wraith while riding a Ghost, 
close in, lend and then try to Jack the Wraith. 

‘Another enhancement is the ability to use two 


multimedia phone from Sony Ericsson out- 
shone them all in terms of features, usabil- 
ity and price. 

Finally, a gadget that really made our 
year is one of the top three in this list. 
Consumers are still confused about 
what kind of animal the RIM 
Blackberry really is. People call it 
a phone-PDA or a PDA-phone. 

We call ita complete a com- 
plete messaging device. It is 
an e-mail terminal, a text 
machine, a cellular 

phone and a personal 
digital assistant. 

Read the reviews 
below and you'll 
find out why 
these three were 
our choices for 
the year. 


Blackberry 7230: | 
E-mail in pocket 


By Erwin Lemuel G. Oliva 
Contributor 


ТАМ sitting in front of my house watching my 
daughter Natasha learn to ride a bike, whilel Y 
write this article. No, I'm not using a laptop as i 
you might have suspected. I'm using a palm- | 
sized (not to be confused with the Palm $ 
brand) device called a Blackberry. E 

The Blackberry was developed by Research 
in Motion (RIM) as a device for sending and 
receiving e-mail wirelessly. Newer models can 
also make phone calls, send text messages, 
and browse the Internet—all in a lightweight 
and slim design. 

But any gadget is only as good as the soft- 
ware or applications that come with it. So 1 
will take you through some of the major fea- 
tures of the Blackberry based on what 1 be- 
lieve field telecommuters (such as journalists 
like myself) find useful. 

First, lets focus on the e-mail features of 
the Blackberry (the 7230 model for this re- 
view). Tis is the key feature of the Blackber- 
ту and it does а good job of letting you send 
and receive e-mail while on the go. 

But there are still some limitations. Office 
users who want access to their office e-mail 
directly need to be using either Microsoft Ex- 
change or IBM Lotus Domino as their e-mail 
platform. Jf your office doesn't use these e- 
mail systems, you can still send or receive е- 
mail but you'll have to create an e-mail ac- 
count with your mobile network provider 
(Smart Communications in this case). 

However, Smart lets you access up to 10 
regular POP e-mail accounts on your Black- 
berry by specifying them when you sign up 
foryour e-mail account. 5 

For this review, I used Smart’s e-mail sys- 
tem to test the e-mail feature. 

To create an e-mail account, | visited 
‘Smart's Blackberry website to activate the e- 
mail service. It is fairly easy to set it up. Once 
you're on the website, you are asked to supply 

‘a PIN (personal identification number) and 
your unit's unique International Mobile 

Equipment Identifier (IMEI) code. 

You can find the IMET and a default PIN 
under the Options menu and under а" 
sub-menu labeled Status. 
t took me five minutes to activate 
the e-mail account, After а few sec- 
onds, I received a welcome message 
from Smart saying that my e-mail 
account was ready for use, 
I then started adding e-mail 
addresses into Blackberry's in- 
tegrated phone and address 
book in order to start send- 
ing, еп, spam to friends, 

"This part was a bit te- 

dious since I had to famil- 
iarize myself with the 

built-in QWERTY key- 
board. For quite some 
time, ту right 
thumb had been 
doing the typing. 
Now I had to 
tain my left 
thumb. 
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weapons simultaneously via 
dual wielding. The first time 1 
realized this could now be done 

in Halo 2, 1 felt like I was ina 
John Woo flick, It's been seam- 
lessly introduced into the Halo 2 
control scheme that you might find. 
yourself wondering if this option was 
available all along in the first Halo (in 
case you're still thinking, it wasn't), 1 

have my gripes about it, though, be- 

cause if you're dual wielding and want to 
select your reserve weapon—say, you're 
walking around with a plasma pistol in one 
hand and а needle in the other, but now 
want to switch to your beam rifle—you have 
to drop one weapon first using X, then switch го 
the reserve weapon using Y, Plus I'm really used 

to lobbing grenades while I'm firing with a 
weapon, and obviously you can't do this while dual 
wielding, Still it adds more options, apart from the 
fact that you have a breathtaking array of weapons 
you can now handle. 

One of the best enhancements in the weapons depart 
mentis that Master Chief can now wield the Covenant en- 
ergy sword, That sword has saved my butt a number of 
times, particularly because now you also have the option 
of using it to target an enemy during melee and perform- 
ing an instant КИ (well, unless you're fighting heavy-duty 
bad-asses like the Hunters, who have been altered from 
thelr counterparts in the original Halo) by pulling the 
right rigger. 

One of the best things about the original Halo was its 
plot—it was one of the rare occasions gamers actually 
‘cared abour the story while playing an FPS, Halo 2 reveals 
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Blackberry 7230: E-mail in my pocket 


From page BIS 


Once my contacts were in, 1 started sending 
test messages. In a few minutes, 1 got replies. 

By the way, the Blackberry uses the General 
Packet Radio Service or GPRS network to send 
your e-mail—which means you might find it hard 
to send or receive e-mail in areas where Smart's 
GPRS signal is weak. 

The Blackberry can also open e-mail attach- 
ments in Microsoft Word, Powerpoint, as well as 
other formats, but it lacks а memory card expan- 
sion slot so yot could run out of space for a lot of 
attachments. 

‘Aside from e-mail, the Blackberry has other 
features ike a calendar and a WAP browser for ac- 
cessing stripped-down versions of websites, plus 
other PDA-type of software. 


However, the Blackberry lacks a stylus, зоте- 
thing Гуе gotten used to having in handhelds. Ге 
hasno Bluetooth support either. 

‘The unit also needs an automatic backlighting 
system to make it easier to type in low-light con- 
ditions, though the flipside of that is that the unit 
has great battery life—I didn’t need to charge the. 
unit for almost a week (1 also got a tip from Pearl 
Santos of Smart that if you always keep the Black- 
berry in its holster, the battery life becomes 
longer). 

Overall, the Blackberry 7230 can replace your 
phone and PDA if e-mail is the key application for 
you. Corporate users who don’t use Exchange and 
Domino may have to go through the additional 
hassle of adding yet another e-mail address to 
their calling cards, but for some that’s a small 
price to pay for on-the-go e-mail access. 
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o 2': This 
great game ends 
in a whimper 


From pago BIS 


more detalls about the Covenant and offers 
some surprising twists, but frankly the plot 
doesn’t really deliver in this sequel. It's ай tied 
into the fact that you don't play exclusively as 
Master Chief. Yup, there's a second playable 
character, and you have to play him during 
certain stages. Now, it was cool at the start, 
but come on! 1 don't know about you, but 
when I play Halo I want to be Master Chief. 
Forcing players to use the second character 
(yeah, yeah, 'coz it's "part of the plot’) is real- 
1у irritating and seems like a huge cop-out in 
light of the—chere's that word again—end- 
ing. Repeat after me: “Bungie: 1 want to play 
as Master Chief.” 

‘The controversy surrounding the Halo 2 
‘ending has even spawned a number of con- 
spiracy theories. Some say that this is what 
Microsoft and Bungie planned all along be- 
cause Halo 2.5 or heck, Halo 3, will be re- 
leased early next year, or the true ending will 
be made available for download exclusively 
via Xbox Live. In fact, a gamer who finished 
Halo 2 on Legendary mode said on 
Xbox.ign.com that a piece of text appears sa 
ing "February 9th, 2005," further reinforcing 
his belief that this is when the true final Halo 
2 level will be made available on Xbox Live. 
Don't ask me; I haven't tried finishing it on 
Legendary yet. 

Others are speculating that Bungie devel- 
oped Halo 2 and Halo 3 simultaneously, like. 
the last two films in The Matrix trilogy. Some 
say that parts of Halo 2 were removed and 
placed in Halo 3. I mean, there was that much. 
hyped ЕЗ demo, right, with all that action 
supposedly taking place on Earth? But Mi- 
crosoft and Bungie have said that it was a de- 
1 mo and did not necessarily reflect any actual 
stage in Halo 2. 

T guess that’s really why some gamers feel 
disappointed, not because Halo 2 wasn't a 
great game, but because the perception is that 
Microsoft and Bungie somehow misled peo- 
ple. True, demos are different from ће, actual 
game and maybe something different had 
been planned originally, but the fact is right 
until launch people were hyped over the 
prospect of playing on Earth and defending it. 
from the Covenant. The boys over at МЕ 
crosoft and Bungie didn't dissuade anyone 
from believing that, and so a lot of bubbles 
got burst. And whether any of the conspiracy 
theories is true and Halo 3 will appear next 
year or asa launch tide for Xenon (a.k.a. Xbox 
Two), it's cold comfort once you come face-to- 
face with the Halo 2 ending. 

Sure, defenders say that the cliffhanger 
ending is just right since Halo 2 is the middle 
part of a trilogy and should be seen as the 
equivalent of "Star Wars: The Empire Strikes 
Back.” Тт really not happy with the tale they 
spun for this sequel, however, and while I'm 
giving Bungie the benefit of the doubt, 1 just 
don’t see how they'll pull off a great Halo 3 
story considering the direction they set here. 
Oh, and do be sure to finish the closing credits 
(hey, they're fun, and you'll get a kick out of 
seeing the different celebrities who provided 
their voice talents even to grunts in the game, 
like Michelle Rodriguez and Orlando Bloom) 
because there's an epilogue of sorts in the 
form of a cutscene involving someone very fa- 
miliar 

So, yeah, maybe Bungie can pull it off. 10= 
not like the game is the equivalent of "Star 
Wars: Episode Two—Attack of the Clones.” 
But right now, the Halo trilogy is looking a lot 
less like Lord of the Rings—and more like The 
Matrix series. 

icrosoft, Bungie, don't do that to 
Master Chief. 


MASTER Chief has seen quite some action 
since the first Halo, and he's back for more, 
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They raise funds for RP kids by pursuing a dream 


CAPT. Iren Dornier, chair of South East Asian Airlines (SEAIR), turns over to Dr. Nicholas 
Айри, country representative of UNICEF Philippines, a check for $61,000 from SEAIR. 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


YOUNG, good-looking and tal- 
ented Iren Dornier and Nikos Git- 
sis do not fit the profile of the av- 
erage do-gooders. 

* The dynamic duo of Iren and 
Nokos, who founded South East 
Asian Airlines, are long-time 
“buddies with common and di- 
verse interests. 

Both are pilots who decided 
to put up a small airline compa- 
пу nine years ago together with 
low-key Filipinos investors. 

‘At about the same time that 
the two were putting up Seair, 
they also hatched a project, 
which for years remained a 
dream. It finally took off in April 
this year, 

The two dreamed of restoring 
2 vintage seaplane that was in a 
German museum and flying it 
all over the world to help pro- 
mote Philippine tourism and ac- 
cept donations in behalf of Fil- 
ipino children. 

"When we came up with the 
idea, 1 wasn't sure it was going 
to work. But since we believed 
in itso much, it did work. This is 
very challenging, exciting and 
fulfilling,” tells Iren. 

Nikos recalls that in the early 
"905, he and Iren had no money 
torrestore what is now known as 
Do-24ATT. He says they spent 
about $6 million to fix up the 
seaplane that was used during 
the 19305. 

The DO24s served as rescue 
planes during their prime and 
are said to have saved more 
than 11,000 people, lren's 
grandfather, Claudius Dorniers, 
build the DO Xin 1929, a unique 
plane that used open water as 
its landing strip. 

The DO X was shown as the 
biggest boat plane that time and 


was the forerunner of the DO24 
builtin the 305 and 405. 

In April, tren took off with the 
vintage amphibian that was his 
family's heritage and lived the 
dream һе апд Nikos envisioned. 


Flight for Dreams 

Dubbed as the Historical 
Flight for Dreams, the vintage 
amphibian has so far, landed in 
31 destinations in 19 countries, 
allowing Iren and his group to 
raise $61,000 for the Filipino 
children during an eight-month 
world tour. 

The funds, coursed through 
Unicef Philippines, are being 
raised solely to benefit Fil- 
ipinos. Dornier and his crew 
turned over the check to Unicef 
Philippines last Thursday. 

The second leg to complete a 
SO-country swing could raise 
several hundreds of thousand 
dollars more. Dornier says if it is 
up to him, it would be millions 
in dollars more. 

The vintage Do-24ATT am- 
phibian's next stop would be the 
United States, particularly New 
York, Washington and Califor- 
nia. 

Nikos says Iren is actually 
hoping to raise as much as 55 
million during the entire 
stretch. 

"Originally we were only 
looking to raise $50,000 during 
the whole tour. But we received 
Very strong support and now the 
realistic goal is perhaps another 
$200,000 to $500,000 or as 
much as a half a million dol- 
lars," says Gitsis. 


Counterpart funding 
Unicef country representative 
Nicholas Alipui says his group 
would provide a counterpart 
THEYI82-3 


Аз a member of the Incredible Timecracker series, this clock features 


а three-part rotating face that Is sure to amaze you. its colorful. 
design Inplres a feeling of fun and whimsy. As if that wasn't 
enough, the face splits into three sections on the hour to 
reveal dancing hot air balloons that spin around to one of 

six contemporary DWS quality melodies. 


Special Features: 


On the hour, the face splits into 
three sections to reveal 
dancing hot air balloons. 


+ Hourly melody 

+ 6 melodies (DWS sound) 

+ Automatic melody silencer by sensor 
* Monitor switch 

* Volume control switch 


Plays 6 delightful 
melodies. 


Available at: 


нүн 
Sinall World 


www.timeline.com.ph 


MONTRE | 101 The Podium 
Doña Julia Vargas cor. ADB Avenue, 
Ortigas Center, Madaluyong City 
Phone: (632) 687-3077 
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IBM recommends Microsoft" Windows* XP 
Professional for Business. 


Restore lost data at the touch of a button. menoidays 
are around the comer and your PC's overloaded with "things to do" lists. Crash! Or perhaps. 
the festive тоо made you let your guard down. And therefore vulnerable o virus онака 
Absolutely no problem when you have an IBM ThinkCentre desktop. Just press the blue 
button end a “toolkit with system information. diagnostics and recovery options comes to 
rescue your saved data. Only an IBM ThinkCentre desktop lets you get help Ма the web 
even when your opeiating systems down. ІМ ThinkCenire desktops with Inte Pentium” 


4 Processor with HT Technology. This Chnstmas, go to work with a feeling of confidence. 
How’s that for joyous tidings? 
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Recipients of 2004 Aga Khan 
architecture awards announced 


NEW DELHI, India—At the historical 
Humayun's Tomb, His Highness the 
‘Aga Khan, hereditary spiritual leader 
(imam) of the Shia Ismaili Muslims 
and founder of the Aga Khan Devel- 
opment Network (AKDN) together 
with India’s Prime Minister Dr. Man- 
mohan Singh recently announced the 
seven recipients of the 2004 Aga 
Khan Award for Architecture. The an- 
mouncement marked the completion 
of the ninth cycle of the program. The. 
‘Award, which has a triennial prize 
fund of $500,000, is the world’s 
largest architectural award. 

‘The seven projects selected by the 
2004 Award Master Jury are: Biblio- 
theca Alexandrina, — Alexandria, 
Egypt; Primary School, Gando, Burki- 
па Faso; Sandbag Shelter Prototypes, 
various locations; Restoration of Al- 
‘Abbas Mosque, Asnaf, Yemen; Old 
City of Jerusalem Revitalisation Pro- 
gramme, Jerusalem; B2 House, Ayva- 
сўк, Turkey; and Petronas Towers, 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 

During his speech at the award cer- 
emony, the Aga Khan remarked оп 
the appropriateness of India as the 
venue for the event, given its rich cul- 
tural heritage and pluralistic tradi- 
tions. "Here, many cultures have 
maintained their distinct identities 
while combining and co-operating to 
create something even greater the dy- 
namic and vibrant India of the mod- 
ет world. This is also а country 


where the struggle for social justice 
and improved quality of life has made 
tremendous strides over many 
decades through the continuous ef 
forts of governments and civil soci- 
ety" he said. 

"The Aga Khan emphasized that the 
Award for Architecture was recogni- 
tion of the work of architects and 
their clients, buüderslarge and 
small, governments, planners, inter- 
national organizations, granting 
agencies, village organizations and 
individuals, all of whom were collec- 
tively responsible for the creation ofa 
humane, and socially supportive built 
environment that was important to 
the quality of life of people. 

Praising the Aga Khan for the work 
done in restoring historical monu- 
ments, the Prime Minister said this 
had been an instructive example in 
finding new and creative solutions to 
the age-old problem of allocating 
scarce resources in a developing 
country to the preservation of her- 
itage. “I hope that more public-pri- 
vate partnerships can be evolved to 
maintain and restore the monuments 
of our ancestors, which often lie in 
neglected condition in our cities and 
towns," he said. 

During the current cycle of the 
Award, 378 projecis were presente 
for consideration, and 23 were re- 
viewed on site by outside experts. An 
independent Master Jury selected 


seven Award recipients that are no- 
table for having attained the highest 
international standards of architec- 
tural excellence, while reflecting the 
values of the primarily Muslim soci- 
eties the projects are intended to 
serve. 

‘Acknowledging that the Award 
had come a long way since its incep- 
tion in 1977, the Aga Khan nonethe- 
less expressed concern over numer- 
ous aspects that required further 
tention. Quality housing remains the 
most essential need for societies e 
erywhere, both in rural and urban 
environments; industrial facilities 
and workplaces are not at a level of 
excellence that makes them excep- 
tional; rapidly expanding urban cen- 
ters throughout the world lack pub- 
lic parks and open urban spaces; 
problems of transport, congestion 
and pollution have too few solutions 
emerging; and the growth of slums, 
the consequence of the relentless 
forces of urbanization, has not been 
stopped or even slowed down, he 
elaborated. 

“These issues are not exclusive to 
the Muslim world" ended the Aga 
Khan. “The non-Muslim world strug- 
gles equally with explosive popula- 
tion growth, poverty, environmental 
degradation, exodus from rural ar- 
eas, globalization and the impact on 
cultural identity of new forms of me- 
dia” he added. 


St. John’s HS "79 leads homecoming 


‘ON SUNDAY, Dec. 26, all roads lead 
to St. John's Institute for “Р Ultim8 
Party Мух”, the grand alumni home- 
coming hosted by high school class 
779. The Silver Jubilarians are leaving 
no stone unturned to ensure this year 
to be the party of all campus parties, 
the homecoming like no other. 

An instant millionaire will emerge 
from a raffle draw during the home- 
coming. Aside from the Pl-million 
jackpot, other exciting prizes include. 
P100,000 and P50,000 in cold cash. 
Tickets are available at St. John's In- 
stitute, Shantung Commercial, JM 


Parlicipants of the 25th Manila International Book Fair en- 
joyed free cups of Nescafé Ice Vanilla, the café-style iced 
‘coffee and Nestlé Pink Lemonade, the healthy Nestlé 
Lemonade with a refreshing twist of pomelo. Like these 
book enthusiasts, you can savor these treats anytime at 


‘Disney on ice? 

‘THE BELOVED Disney Princesses come 
‘together in one sparkling spectacular! 
"Disney on ice" once again waves its 
magic wand to bring а brand-new, awe- 
inspiring magical adventure to Manila. 
“Disney on ce" presents "Princess Clas- 
sics” features Cinderela, Jasmine, Ariel, 
Sleeping Beauty, Belle, Mulan and Snow 
White-as they skate inio Araneta Coliso- 
umin Araneta Center, Quezon City from 
Dec. 25 to Jan. 3. For the first time ever, 
"Disney on ce" combines exceptional 
moments гот Disney's "Cinderela" 
"Aladdin", “The Little Mermaid”, "Sieep- 
ing Beauty”, "Beauty and the Beast", 
“Mulan” and "Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarts” in one captivating, str-flled ad- 
venture for all ages. Tickets are now 
available at the Araneta Center Ticketiet 
office. For more detalis, log on to 

чен disneyonice.com. 


Acer’s Christmas 


promo 

THIS Holiday season, Acer, one of the 
world's leading computer brands, lunch- 
es its frst Christmas promo dubbed "Ac- 
er Xmas Star 0% Promo” The promo 
aims to sizzle the market with the brand's 
xciting now products as Itolfers Inter- 


Glass, TPY Lending Investors, New 
Hope Commercial and AX Currency 
Exchange. 

Registration starts at 6:30 p.m. fol- 
lowed by cocktails-dinner at 7:30 p.m. 
An invitational affair, all alumni 
worldwide and their families are invit- 
ed to savor and witness an exciting 
evening of music, laughter, and nostal 
gia. Alumni are encouraged to come in 
Retro attire, with the best male and fe- 
male guests receiving surprise gifts 

Highlights include a comedy act by 
comedienne Mitch Valdes, and live 
bands to play Retro music of the good 


est-free, selected PC star products at 12 
or 6 months installment payments on any 
BPI, Citibank, Equitable PCI, SB Card and 
Standard Chartered credit cards. Cus- 
tomers who opt to pay In cash receive ex- 
citing freebles such as: overnight hotel 
accommodation for two at the Edsa 
Shangri-La Hotel; three-day, two-night 
hotel accommodation for two also at the 
Edsa Shangri-La Hotel a Lexmark 2515 
Printer; or Rustan's gift certilicates worth 
P500 ог P3,000. The "Acer Xmas Star 0% 
Promo" runs until Dec. 31 only. Visit any 
participating Acer Consumer Partner for 
more details. 


Christmas bazaar 

THE MANUEL P. Manahan Foundation vill 
be launching а 2-week fund-raising activity 
called "PX Meets Pinoy Bazaar: Christmas. 
Retal/ Wholesale Summi" to be held at the 
Мода Trade Hall 3 from Dec. 21 to Jan. 2. 
"PK Meets Pinoy Bazaar” showcases a 
тейгу of Imported and local goods ot dli- 
ferent retailers and manufacturers. For in- 
terested parties, cali Lhen at 823-2969 or 
0919-5670063. Moro than just shopping. 
the bazoan, in partnership with the New Lile 
Christian Fellowship, is geared towards 
benefiting its target bonetcaries tis 
Christmas-up 105,000 underprivileged 
children. Daily, for 13 days, 400 different 


old days. First-rate director Kokoy 
Jimenez will be at the helm of the 
show as sought-after lights-and 
sounds specialist Ed Garcia provides 
the spectacular ambience. Manila's 
live-bands impresario Ricky Trinidad 
handpicks the live bands for every- 
‘one’s enjoyment. 

А Thanksgiving Mass will be cele- 
brated on Thursday, Dec. 23 at the 
Queen of Peace Church. A motorcade 
immediately follows to kickoff the 
grand homecoming and gets the 
whole city excited for Bacolod's grand- 
est of homecomings. See you ай there. 


BS 


Café Nescalé outlets at Robinsons Galleria, the Power Plant 
Mall, Robinsons Place, Glorietta 3, Маја Terminal 2 and Sta. 
Lucia East Grand Mall. The sampling at the book fair con- 
ducted by the Education Channel verifies Nestlé FoodSer- 
vices as the total solutions provider. 


kids wil be 

having the 

time of their lives 

shopping for toys, 

shoes, clothes, eating 

to their hearts content, 

enjoying ай tne дїї and freebies at the 
"PX Meets Pinoy Bazaar”, according t0 
bazaar organizer Joji Manahan. 


STB-B LAC 


partnership in promo 
SINGAPORE Tourism Board-Philppines 
(ST8-P) Is offering Filipino residents an- 
Other exciting opportunity to win trips to 
Singapore. This time, together with part- 
ners Living Asia Channel (LAC), there 
wil bea total о! B trips to be won with 
accommodation provided for a 4-day/3- 
night stay. The contest is open to all resi- 
dents of the Philippines who have ac- 
cess to LAC (available only or Home, 
Destiny and Dream Cable) and the Inter- 
net. intrested contestants may register 
Inthe promo by logging onto позз 
achanpoLnel. Deadline lor joining the 
гае on Feb. 20, 12 midnight The 
next monthly draws wil be on Jan. 11 
and Feb. 22. Tho grand draw is on March 
8. For more information, сай STB-P at 
813-0946. 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2004 


E-mail: pr_pep@inquirerconiph: : 


aespinosa@inquirer.com.ph 


Editor Aries Espinosa 


PRINCE ANDREW GRACES SHOWROOM LAUNCH 


Jaguar-Land Rover Philippines Inc (LRPhils) re- 
‘cently inaugurated in grand fashion its second 
showroom along АОВ Avenue, Ortigas Center, 
Pasig City. On display at the showroom are the. 
mumerous variants of the Land Rover brand such 
as the recently launched Discovery 3 and the 
‘sporty Jaguar X-Type 3.0. Along with VIPs from 


BPI INITIATES SUPPORT FOR SMES 
"Show Me, Teach Me, SME-Empowering En- 
{repreneurs’, a learning program on basic financial 
‘and credit management, was recently launched in 
Davao City. Aimed to strengthen the organizational 
capabilities of SMEs, the two-pronged intervention 
involves lectures and handholding both carried out 
by BPI and BPI Family Savings Bank employee-vol- 
unteers together with their partner-entrepreneurs. 
Developed by BPI Foundation Inc, the undertaking 


*TICKET TO RIDE' PROMO WINNER 
Erwin San Miguel of Batangas City recently won 
the McDonald's Drive Thru "Ticket to Ride’ grand 
prize-a Mazda Tribute. McDonald's Drive Thru 
and Dial 8McDO Delivery Service launched the 
“Ticket to Ride’ promo wherein a customer who. 
‘makes a minimum P100 purchase with any Coke 
product gets a free game card and a chance to 
win instant prizes such as McDonald's Sundae 


Christmas Match 


THIS Christmas, give а gift to you and your 
mate the perfect pair of sweating out socks 
Thorlos socks. Thorlos socks is not only fora 
"he-she" match pair of exercise socks bran: 
italso shows how much you care for your ir 
dividual foot health. Thorlos ensure blisters, 
calluses and bunions-free feet even for the 
most rigid sweating-out or sports. This im- 
ported brand of socks that is ће recipient of 
the United States “golden standard” for 
socks is labeled under specific socks for 
sports such as basketball, golf, running, light 
running, lightweight running, men's fitness, 
walking, tennis, women's fitness, dress and 
casual wear 


the media, business sector and the diplomatic. 
corps that attended the event, the presence of 
НЕН Prince Andrew, the Duke of York, UK special 
representative for trade and investment, added 
glitz and glamour. Shown presenting a commem- 
orative plaque to the Prince (right) is Wellington 
‘Soong, chair and president of LAPhils, 


will also be conducted in different areas of the 
country, namely, Dagupan, Naga City, lloilo and 
Metro Manila. Shown, from left, during the initial 
Tunand press conference in Davao Cily are BPI 
Foundation executive director Veronica Tapla-Merk, 
BPI Foundation program manager Му б. Almogino, 
BPI corporate banking assistant vice president Ап. 
tonia N. Bacabac and BPI Family Savings Bank- 
Davao assistant vice president Diane l. Silva. 


Cone, Ambi Pur Car Perfume, Coke Tumbler, 
wheel balancing and tire rotation services from 
selected Good Year Servitek and Tyre Pro oullets, 
and P25 worth of gas from Petron by simply 
‘scratching the game card. Tita Alabao, owner-op- 
erator of McDonald's Batangas, and the rest of. 
the Batanguefios celebrate with Erwin San Miguel 
for winning McDonald's coveted grand prize. 


Thorlos is exclusively available at Rus- 
tan's, Planet Sports, Royal Sporting House, 
Chris Sports, Athlete's Foot and Toby's. The 
socks are priced at P599.75. Thorlos brand 
of socks is distributed by Elsons Enterprise 
Inc. For more information, call 671-9931 to 
34, or logon to www.elson-thorlo.com. 


Natural germ 
fighter now 
available 


LAURICO Virgin Coconut Oil, containing 
laurie acid, a natural germ fighter, is now on 
sale at many drugstores. 

Lauric acid is a medium chain fatty acid 
that treats and prevents a wide assortment 
of infections, ranging from flu to AIDS. 

Makers of Laurico Virgin Coconut Oil said 
laboratory tests had shown that the МСРА 
found in Laurico is effective in destroying 
viruses that cause influenza, measles, her- 
рез and hepatitis C. It eradicates bacteria 
that cause ulcers, urinary tract infections, 
meningitis and gonorrhe 

The makers said it kills fungi and yeast 
that cause ringworm, candida and thrush, 
“The MCFA kills invading organisms without 
causing any harm to human tissues, they 
said 
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THE PHILIPPINES has never гип out of inno- 
vative ideas to move the country out of crisis 
Зала finally put the country back on track. Ac- 
dually, we have more than enough ideas. 
+ We, Filipinos, are very, very good at 
‘preparing plans and roadmaps toward sus- 
Jainable and equitable progress. We have 
The 10 to move this country forward. 
= Unfortunately, however, we lack XQ 
which refers to execution or imblementa- 
don. Z 
2. One problem, I think, is that many hon- 
st, hard-working and well-educated mem- 
ers of the private sector refuse to serve ће 
Zeountry because of the perception that the 
“government is a snake pit that victimizes 
Zgven the well-intentioned ones. 

Another problem, I believe, is the lack of 
motivation of existing government person- 
еј to excel in their respective positions. 

1 don't know why, but one reason might 
е the almost similar benefits being en- 
joyed by all government employees, 

whether outstanding performers or not. 
like in the private sector, the govern- 
"ient must have the professionalism to re- 
ward good performers and get rid of the 
bad eggs, so that the whole basket of public. 
servants will not be contaminated. 
Tn short, the government must have the 
political will to retain the right people in 
the right positions and get rid of the wrong 
ones. 
One other problem, 1 guess, is "too 
much" democracy. The type of democracy 
that we are enjoying is actually doing us 
more harm than good 
Тат not an expert on this, but I think a 
"responsible" democracy will enable our 
country to move forward at an accelerated 
pace. lam not saying that what we need isa 
dictatorship. But we heed the political will 
‘of a dictator at this time. 
“what | did promise was that my term 
‘would be the irreversible trend."—Presi- 
dent Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo. 
‘This quote captures the essence of the 
first ofa series of books to be printed by the 
Philippine Information Agency to chroni 
cle the Arroyo Administration's policy 
statements and pronouncements. 
The first book entitled “Mandate for 
Change,” which focused on the President's 
*10-Point Legacy Program, is a good tool to 
educate and enlighten the public on how 
every individual can contribute to есопот- 
ic progress and become more deeply in- 
volved in nation building. 
In her inaugural address as the 14th 
“president of the Republic of the Philip- 
pines, President Arroyo stressed that "Our 
unity as a people will be defined by a 
strong vision for the nation built on com- 
mon values of hard work, shared sacrifice 
and love of country. To achieve a united 
‘country, we need to squarely face the deep 
divisions of our nation, Not only the truth 
but also the solution, That solution must 
engage all segments of society in a new 

jovernment of political reform and eco- 

‘nomie change.” 

What can we, in the business communi- 
ty, do then to help the Arroyo Administra- 
iion achieve its 10-point program? 

T believe that the members of the busi- 
ness community should help the govern- 
ment foster an entrepreneurial spirit 
‘among Filipinos to jumpstart our laggard 
economy. 

The 10-point program of the govern- 
ment has prioritized the three-fold in- 
crease in the lending to micro, small and 
medium enterprises, which will create 
more employment opportunities and will 
‘certainly pump-prime the economy. 

As I pointed out in my previous article, 
the Arroyo administration has to face this 
year a fiscal deficit of P312 billion (which 


They гање... 


From page B2-1 


funding that would effectively double any 
contributions from the private sector. 

Не nores the bulk of the Unicef funds in 
the country were being allocated to early 
childhood care and putting in child-friendly 
programs in schools especially in Min 
danao, Manila, Cebu, Quezon City and 
Pasay. 

‘The two programs, he says, were meant 
to arm preschool kids with the skills before. 
‘they actually start school. 

Unicef is using donations plus its own 
funds to put up libraries, give away educa- 
tional toys, train teachers, and install clean 
toilets and even clean water in poor com- 
munities 

Iren and Nikos flew together with Seair 
crew Joseph Bustamante, Christian Kerr, 
Ferdinand Үсо, aircraft mechanic Paulo 
Falalila and flight attendant Lovenea 
Burcer. 

ve group had flown and landed in sever- 
al points in Asia and Europe, including 
Iren’s hometown by Lake of Constance, lo- 
cated on the borders of Switzerland, Ger- 
many and Austria. 

Iren started Seair with three planes. 
‘These аге aircraft that he originally meant 
to service routes in Thailand but some twist 
of fortune brought him and Nikos to 
Palawan in the Philippines. 

Iren says һе fell in love with Palawan that 
не tried to buy a resort the next day. After 
that, he decided to operate the planes in the 
Philippines 

Seair now has nine aircraft and 200 em- 
ployees. The company is girding for an ex- 
pansion next year that includes the lease of 
two more airplanes and flight to new 
routes. 
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Moving out of crisis 
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is equivalent to 7 percent of the country's 
Gross Domestic Product or GDP) and a 
public sector debt of P5.3 trillion (which 
translates to 137 percent of GDP) 

The budget deficit is certainly the coun- 
пу most pressing problem. With the gar- 
gantuan task of addressing this chronic 
problem, the Arroyo administration needs 
the cooperation of all sectors of society to 
create a fiscally stronger government that 
can create a positive environment that 
shall be conducive to business growth with 
greater security, better infrastructure, 
cheaper credit and more expansions in 
terms of operations, assistance, job genera- 
tion, particularly in SME growth and over- 
all entrepreneurship. 

Even if the government will do every- 


thing right, it cannot improve the economy 
alone. It will need the support of the busi- 
ness sector, which must do its share. Busi- 
ness, being the engine of the economy, 
must therefore work in harmony with the 
government. 

We businessmen cannot afford to remain 
sitting down and just wait for good things 
to happen. We must do our humble share in 
moving our country out of crisis. 

More important, we must, as a nation, 
collectively ensure that these dire develop- 
ments does not happen again—especially 
for the sake of our children, and children’s 
children. 

(The article reflects the personal opinion 
ofthe author and does not reflect the official 
stand of the Management Association of the 
Philippines. The author is Philippine consul- 
general to Republic of Kazakhstan, president 
and CEO of Ferycor International Manage- 
ment Group Inc, national president of 
Philippine Movement for Good Governance 
ог PHILMO...GOIGO!, and immediate past 
president of the МАР Feedback at 
mapsec@globenet.com.ph) 
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your printer's warranty. 


Refills refer to the ink used to "refill" Canon cartridges. While 
ink cartridges that illegally use the Canon brand are called 
fake. On the other hand, compatibles are other brands of ink 
cartridges used in a Canon printer. Experts consider all three 
kinds of ink cartridges hazardous and may be the main cause 
of breakdown of Canon printers. 


PUTTING 
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AT RISK! 


More than poor quality printouts, using refills, 
fake ink cartridges, and compatibles for your Canon 
printer can literally take its life. 


Using refills, fakes and compatibles void 


So if you think you're saving money by 
purchasing refills, fake ink cartridges, and 
compatibles, think again. You'll pay dearly 
with costly repairs and sacrifice the life of 
your printer itself. 


Canon 


То be sure that you got genuine Canon Inks, use the 
Canon Handy Viewer to look at the Canon Security 
Sticker —the left hole should be black, while the right 
hole should contain the Canon logo. 
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Canon Singapore Pte Lid 1 HarbourFront Avenue, 204-01, Keppel Bay Tower, Singapore 09632 www.canon-asla.com 


USE ONLY 
GENUINE 


CANON 


LCONSUM 


Canon Marketing (Philippines), Inc. Marvin Plaza, 


2153 Don Chino Roces Avenue, Mata Cly -Tols -612-047 / 812-8078 1079 / 892-6449 «Fax 810-9797 


-mall address: nlosseanon.com ph = www.canon.cam ph 
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By Vincent Cabreza 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


BAGUIO CITY—Indigent children in this city 
always looked forward to the imported Ameri- 
сап apples and chocolates that went into their 
goody bags every Christmas, back when the 
United States military ran Camp John Нау. 
Caucasian Santas used to visit interior 
Baguio villages every December, when the for- 
mer Camp John Hay Air Station activated 


Thank you 


2004, ANOTHER BANNER 
YEAR FOR ETELECARE. 
TO OUR EMPLOYEES AND 


THEIR FAMILIES, CLIENTS, 


BUSINESS PARTNERS AND 
INVESTORS, THANK YOU FO 
HELPING LIS. REACH. THESE 


MILESTONES. 


Grown to over 7,000 employees working in | | call centers 
in the Philippines and the United States 

eTelecare has become a bright spot of the Philippine economy. Ву 
growing our workforce, we have showcased the Filipino as the 
best and the brightest in the world. 


2004 ICCM Best Qutsourcer. 

For four straight years, ICCM, the most prestigious call center. 
trade show, has awarded eTelecare as the Best Outsourcer, besting 
‘over 200 call centers worldwide: This makes eTelecare the world's 
most honored сай center. 


eTelecare ССА, Cebu City's biggest call center 
Believing in the strong potential of Cebu as another hub of 
‘excellence, eTelecare built he largest call center in the city. 


Acquisition of Phase 2 

eTelecare; a Philippine home-grown call center, acquired Phase 2, 
опе of the fastest growing and successful call centers in the US. 
‘This major step made eTelecare фе largest Asia-based сай center, 


Industry leading employee satisfaction rating 

eTelecare has received a very high employee satisfaction rating. 
Validated by an independent research firm, eTelecare has been rated 
эз the industry leader in compensation and benefits 


Again, our deepest gratitude to all who have 
shared our vision of excellence. Thank you for 
being the unstoppable force behind the {= mark. = 


_ Salamat po 


МЕ CAN’T THANK YOU ENGUG 


R 


Manila Hubs 
Cal Genter 1: 
ЛЕКОТ Стара Square 
тоноо Cay Cyber Park 
Sgambsran Queton Cay 1100 
тей (02) 916-5670 
Fax (62) 916-2200 


Call Center 2: 
ТЕТЕ PBComm Tower 
95 Ayala Avenue 
ener VA. Rufino Street 

am Ciy 1200 
(02) 980-5350 
Fax: (02) 757-4727 


Share-AJoy, a benefit program devoted to 
poor Baguio children. 

Camp John Hays current custodian, the 
Camp John Hay Development Corp. (CJHDe- 
усо), is continuing this tradition. But some of 
the firm's Baguio-based officials are taking 
the Share-A-Joy goody bag into uncharted 
territories. 

Months before Christmas, CJHDevco pilot- 
га а "healing camp" inside the Camp John 
Hay forestareas, where child rights advocates 


С lelecare 


The world’s most awarded 
and largest Asia-based call center 


Call Center 3: 
ЗОРУ CyberOne Building 
Eastwood Cay Cyber Park 
Bagumbayan. Quezon Cay 1100 


Recruiting Hotiin 


Cebu Hub 
Call Center 4: 

ЭРЕ РЕС. inp & Sexnces Balding (ESB) 
‘Asa Town IT Park, Salnas Drwa 

Lahug Cebu Сау 6000 

Tel: (032) 411-9010 

Fax: (032) 415-0458 

Recruiting Hotline: (032) 411-9021/90249030 
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ALQUIROS dressed in his jolly red suit 


of Ebgan Inc. and psychologists of the Child 
and Family Services Philippines Inc. (CFSPI) 
brought 80 abused children for a different 
counseling environment, 

The clinical results-of this special summer 
camp were positive. 

“Children responded well to counseling 
when they were exposed to nature and we are 
enlightened by this results. This means Share- 
A-Joy could offer children something more 
meaningful than just providing them Ameri- 
can chocolates," says Adam Borja, one of the 
program's coordinators. 

It is also the direction CJHDevco wants to 
take Share-A-Joy, a program started by Col. 
John Hightower, the Comp John Hay Air Sta- 
tion base commander in 1978, said Frederico 
Alquiros, Share-A-Joy Foundation chair. 

Hightower and members of Baguio's busi- 
mess community organized base firemen, 
John Hay marine and air force security per- 
sonnel and other US military officials into а 
“Santa crew,” Alquiros says. 

Each of the US officials wore Santa Claus 
outfits. Many entered the citys village 
aboard the base's shiny red fire trucks. — ^ 

“Children’s ears were perked up when they 
hear the fire truck bells ringing by December. 
‘They always anticipated the trucks because it 
carried American PX," Alquiros says. 

Most of the base's beneficiaries came from 
villages surrounding Camp John Hay but to- 
wards 1991, when the US bases finally pulled 
ош of the Philippines, the Americans were 
slowly farming out Christmas bags to poorer 
Baguio villages. 

‘That has become another American legacy 
to a city built by the United States colonial 
government in 1909, Alquiros says. 

“But it spoiled Baguio. The city was always 
the beneficiary of things American. Kids al- 
ways had the Christmas “staple of apples and 
chocolates, because we were near the base,” 
Borja says. 

“ОГ course nowadays, apples and choco- 
lates are very accessible, and that had re- 
duced the luster of Share-AJoy (after the 
Americans left us)," Alquiros says. 

There are moments when CJHDeveo per- 
sonnel links the US pullout to the hostility 
CJHDeveo receives from some Baguio sectors 
‘when it won the lease to convert the former 
US facility into а multimillion-peso tourism 
estate, Не says. 

Alquiros is chief operating officer of the 
Camp John Hay Hotels Inc. 

When the Philippine Tourism Authority 
was tasked to manage Camp John Hay in 
1991, "Share-A-Joy" was touted as the gov- 
erment’s premier social development pro- 
ject here. 

Silverio dela Cruz, tHe governmentap- 
pointed Camp John Hay general manager at 
the time, convinced Baguio businessmen like 
Avmir Pangilinan, Metrobank vice president; 
restaurateur Miguel Anton; civic leader Julie 
Cabato; Judge Edilberto Claravall; and Tere- 
sia de Guzman, general manager of the 
Baguio Water District, to form the Share-A- 
Joy Foundation on Oct. 9, 1998. 

"Communities were still looking forward 
toa white Santa granting them gifts and that 
was difficult for a government-led program 
with its meager resources,” Borja says. 

n 2003, Share-A-Joy was operating on no 
more than a P60,000 budget, he said. When 
CJHDevco took over the project, it promptly 
raised P300,000 from benefit shows such as 
the recent Cecille Licad concert. 

But Alquiros says Share-AJJoy needed to 
regain its community relevance by exploring 
a new project agenda that is "out of the box.” 

The summer camp for abused chiklren 
gave Share-A-Joy its fist strong "career 
shift," says Borja 

“We can now operate year round by offer- 
ing Camp John Hay's forests and camping 
grounds to various child counseling projects," 
he says. 

it also ushers in a new rationale for a pro- 
posed Camp John Hay Share-A-Joy Founda- 
tion that would be spun out of the project by 
2005, Borja says. 

The new foundation would explore envi 
ronmental issues, health care projects and so- 
cial development programs that will affect 
Baguio children, he says. 
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MONDAY ARTS & BOOK: 
Вер: BEAUTY, 280 


THENAKPIL 
house on Calle. 
Barbosa in Quiapo 


ARROCEROS 
Forest Park, 
oasis 
pollution- 
clogged Manila 


Celebrating 
Manila 


There is more to the city 
than ugly malls 
this Christmas 


TOP malling. Give yourself a 

Christmas treat by experienc- 

ing the city. See it in a new 
light and enjoy its hidden surpris- 
es. 

Discover that, under its gruff and grimy 
cove tanila hides places of charm that offer 
a special quality of life. All it takes is an ad- 
venturous spirit and a bit of time to experi- 
ence some of these places I would like to 
share with you as a holiday offering. 

Discover the wealth of textures in Manila. 
Buy a copy of “Street Bound: Manila on Foot” 
by Josefina Manahan 
(Anvil Books, 2001). 

Follow her clearly PRIDE 
mapped-out — routes 

and derailed таме OF PLACE 
tions. Do any of the 22 El 
walking tours in the JAM 
book to experience the 

secrets of Manila that E Py 
wait to surprise you. E 4 

Nening Manahan ШЕ mdb 
elywwerop —£ NA 
Some places are Bi- LS 
nondo; Blumentritt in. Augusto E 
San Juan; Canimar in Yi/ialon 
Pasay; the Kamuning 
Market, or the row of 
antique and curio shops on A. Mabini and M. 
H. del Pilar Streets in Ermita. 

Let the book take you around the central 
Manila triangle by the Pasig, where the 
Metropolitan Theater, Arroceros Forest Park 


and the Mehan Garden are neighbors all 1 1 
палате forsumival ý will show you the way. 

From there, go north, cross the river to 
Quiapo and end your wandering at the all- 
steel San Sebastian Church. 

Another route from the Mehan Garden area 
goes southward, crossing Taft Avenue toward 
the National Museum Complex, Intramuros, 
Rizal Park, and the Manila Bay sunset. For each 
recommended location, she maps out short 
walks; meticulously points out what to see, 
buy, or eat; and the curiosities to gawk аг. 


Celdran’s Manila tours 

1f you prefer to be guided through Manila, 
Carlos Celdran is the person to do it for you. 
Не conducts lively walking tours around the А 
older districts of Manila. His walks wander off Amway is more than an income opportunity, a company, or products. It's about putting 

а ts, take urs tha Кс н с T x à: 
ы ү ы E сы: people in control of their lives. Linking them to others who share their goals, supporting 
cola, Intramuros, Quiapo, Chinatown, and them in their achievements, and connecting them to a better way of life. It doesn't matter 
other inner city places. É : 

Cae haa ean be called Vrevereng bu who you are or where you come from. All that matters is that you desire to make life better 
he does give new life and interest to moth- for yourself and for others. Be ап Independent Business Own We wil tyou 
balled, stuffy urban heritage. Old buildings г s Кайн кек су лу арр у 
and limo diaper take an a lascinatiog with the best quality products and recognition that will set you along the path to success. 


pew улайт иша абы Жү ш Call Amway ас 633-AMWY (633-2699) for GMA ог 1-800-1888-АМҮҮҮ 
(1-800- 1888-2699) toll-free for areas outside GMA. 
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Amwa 


HELPING PEOPLE LIVE BETTER LIVES. 


METROPOLITAN Theater 
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VELASQUEZ in various stages of glamorous dishabille 


Regine Velasquez and Jun 
de Leon in book collaboration 


HE VIVA Foundation for 

| the Arts formally launched 

the book "Reigne" recently 

with the opening of the exhibit of 

photographs of singer Regine Ve- 

lasquez taken by ace lensman Jun 
de Leon at The Podium. 

“Reign” is a collaborative ef- 
fort between Velasquez and De 
Leon. The 200-page collection of 
photographs, many of which 
have never been seen before, cov- 
ers five years in the life of the fa- 
mous singer. 

De Leon chronicled not only 
Regine's formal sittings for album 
covers or show posters but also 
many of her unguarded and dar- 
ing moments, alone or with close 
friends 

"Reigne" retails at P950. 
comes in a special gift box 
free CD of Velasquez singing "The 


First Time Ever I Saw Your Face” 
and the  neverbefore-released 
"Misty Glass Window." 

"Reigne" brings to fore a long- 
standing friendship between two 
volatile artists who are also 
known perfectionists. 

The two instantly hit it off the 
first time he accepted the offer to 
take her photographs for one of 
her album covers. Since then, she 
has relied on De Leon for her pho. 
to requirements. 

In return, she has become one 
of his valued subjects for whom 
he would go the extra mile to get 
that special image. 

Velasquez is one of the coun- 
туз most popular stars. She was 
honored last week with a Plat- 
inum Record Award for the al- 
bum “Covers.” She stars on the 
soap series "Forever in My Heart” 


REGINE Velasquez has had 
allong-stehdidg friendship. 
her 


All the Good Things 
In Life are coming together 
Beautifully for- you 
E | 
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Premier Reside 


In all ways, Citylights ig your perfect choice to tasteful living and investment. 


* Cebu Business Park (business / financial district) is easily accessible 
* Shopping malls, educational institutions, country club and golf course located in the vicinity 
* Panoramic view of the metropolis, Cebu Harbour, Mactan island and the rugged terrain of Mt. Busay 


Citylights TOWERS 3 & 4 
т NOW OPEN 
FOR RESERVATION 
VISIT OUR NEW SHOW UNITS AT 
VETERANS DRIVE, NIVEL HILLS, APAS, 

CEBU CITY, PHILIPPINES. 


ОРЕМ MONDAY TO SATURDAY 9 AM - 6 PM 
TELEPHONE NO. (6332) 231-3060 


Dovolopor. 


SYNTECH PROPERTIES 


o 


cm 
ML 
Av. 
г, 


US 
5 Gawana country ol 
Šo S 
9 gemens 
prd 


o 


po d 


2. 
m 


HLURB L/S #10744 


е 


ра ти 


JUN DELEON, lensman for the “Songbird” 


for GMA 7 and scored another big 
success with her recent concert 
“Reigning Still” at the Araneta 
Coliseum. 

De Leon has been а photogra- 
pher for over 30 years. He has pub- 


lished five books of his works, 
among them "Viva Gold" He has 
also ventured into the movies with 
the short film "Waves of Echo.” 
“Reigne” is now available in 
leading book and music stores. 


LUXURY 


IN ANY е 
CURRENCY. 


PAYABLE IN 
PESOS. 


Make purchases anywhere in the Philippines and the world, using 
any international currency - be it Yen, Euros, Dollars or others = 
but still enjoy the convenience of settling your accounts in 
Philippine Pesos. Only in the World of Platinum. Only when you 


become an American Express Peso Platinum Credit Cardmember. 
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The World of Platinum Awaits 


For more Information, please call 840-6886 or visit 
stviwamerlcanespressbanlcom.ph. 
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SANDRA Palomar and Trek Valdizno collaborate on “Terrain Games.” 


‘Xmas Show’ 
at Mag:net 


MAG:NET Gallery is 
holding its annual 
"Xmas Show" at its 
Katipunan — branch 
(Ageor Bldg, 335 
Katipunan Ave. Loy- 
ola Heights, Quezon 
City). 

The "Xmas Show" 
started last year. The 
connecting work be- 
tween the first and 
second "Xmas Shows" 
is Geny Tans "ТУ 
Parol,” a video instal- 
lation displaying the 
image of а parol 
(Philippine Christmas 
lantern) encased іл 
the confines of a tele- 
vision frame, а work 
that may well decon- 
struct popular percep- 
tions of the holiday 
season as largely con- 
structs of industry, 
myth and media in its 
references to the local 
giant broadcasting 
networks daily news 
show. 

Roberto — Chabet, 
meanwhile, will ap- 
propriate two seem- 
ingly disparate gallery 
components at oppo- 
sie ends of the 
gallery: the Poets Al- 
cove and the toilet. 

The Poet’s Alcove 

a white-washed 
niche designed as an 
exhibition space for 
literary works—po- 
ems, musings, stories 
and the like—posi- 
tioned just beside the 
gallery entrance. The 
toilet, obviously, is a 
utilitarian space re- 
served for the most 
universal of func- 
tions. 

Other works on dis- 
play are by Ronald 
Achacoso, Mishka 
Adams, Augusto Al- 
bor, Juan Alcazaren, 
Poklong Anading, Bert 
Antonio, Alfredo 
Aquilizan, Amy Ara- 
gon, Felix Bacolor, 
Argie Bandoy Reb 
Belleza, Pablo Big- 
Tang-awa, Benjie Ca- 
bangis, Norberto Ca- 
rating, Lena Cobang- 
bang, Louie Cordero, 
Aba Dalena, Antonio 
Daroy, Joy Dayrit, Par- 
do de Leon, Neil Do- 
Joricon, Rock Drilon, 
Jed Escueta, Patricia 
Eustaquio, ' James 
Haresco, Nilo Uarde, 
Geraldine Javier, Ro- 
meo Lee, Andy 
Maluche, Luis Dindo 
Martinez, Lui Medin- 
na, Femando Mo- 
desto, Manuel Ocam- 
po, Jonathan Olazo, 
Jayson Oliveria, Ber- 
nardo Pacquing, Gary 


GET REWARDS 
ON THE 
DOUBLE. 


Enjoy travel experiences much sooner, as we double up on the 
Membership Rewards points* you eam with the American Express 
Peso Platinum Credit Card, From now until December 3, 2005, every 
Php 45 you spend for purchases here and abroad will earn you 
2 Rewards Points = also equivalent to 2 Airmiles. These Rewards 
Points do not expire as long as you remain a Cardmember,and can 
be transferred to any of 6 frequent flyer programs or exchanged for 
accommodations at select hotels. Only in the World of Platinum. 


Only with the American Express Peso Platinum Credit Card. 
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The World of Platinum Awaits 
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For more information, please call 840-6886 or visit - 
Wwvcamericanexpressbanicom ph. 


OTCA Peto I series of 2004 


j 


Ross Postrana, Tony Perez, Dan Raralio, 
Didit Robillo, Carlo Saavedra, Juni Sal- 
vador, Popo San Pascual, Briccio San- 
tos, Jojo Serrano, Yasmin Sison, Maria. 
‘Taniguchi, Jay Ticar, Wire Tuazon, Trek 
Valdizno, Conrado Velasco, Roy Ven- 
eracion, Alvin Villaruel, Nestor Vinlu- 
an, MM Yu and Reg Yuson. 

Sculptors їп this group include 
Dalena and ceramic artists Pete 
Jimenez, Hadrian Mendoza and 
Monique Ignacio. 

Curated by Nilo llarde, the show 
runs until Jan. 6. 


Collaboration 

Meanwhile, Sandra Palomar and 
Trek Valdizno are holding "Terrain 
Games" at Mag:net Gallery in Makati 
(Paseo Center, Paseo de Roxas corner 
and Salcedo Street). 

Deriving its title from a West Point 
military handbook on map-eading 
techniques, "Terrain Games" exhibits 
new takes against conventional and 
traditional forms of exhibiting and di 
playing collaborative artworks, modi- 
fying the terrain, so to speak, normally 
expected from Philippine contempo- 


rary abstractionists 

Even the process of col- 
laboration betweeen Palo- 
mar and Valdizno defies 
convention, as the two 
jointly produce canvases us- 
ing two separate processes 
for each artist. 

Palomar utilizes actions of 
cutting, folding, and sculpt- 
ing forms in the double per- 
formative aspects of her 
work, and produces the gen- If 
eral three-dimensional char- 
acter of the works in the cut- 
outs of blot-like forms and ar- 
chitectural silhouettes. 

Valdizno, meanwhile, 
wields the brush to define 
the two-dimensional 
pects of the мог) 
his creation of forms using 
industrial-based (e, acrylic and 
enamel) paints. 

‘Valdizno is a Painting graduate of 
the University of the Philippines Col- 
lege of Fine Arts and a 1994 Juror's 
Choice awardee at the Philip Morris 
Art Awards. 


анны 


APRODUCT of defying the convention of 
ic collaboration 


Palomar also majored in Painting 
at the UPCFA and took up further 
studies in painting and multi-media 
arts at the Paris American Academy 
and the Ecole Nationale Superiere 
des Beaux-arts in Paris, France. — 4 

Call 8177895 or email mag- 
net@pldtdsl.net. 


LOAD UP ON COKE rom OVER A 


HUNDRED MILLION PESOS: 


WORTH OF INSTANT PRIZES! 


3 
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Drink Coca-Cola, Sprite or Royal Tru-Orange and look under the crown or cap. 


You can win any of the following; x 


1. FREE Р 1000 


Carsten GLOBE Pr 
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Gne Loan | Sse 


1 GLODE Prepald Phonckit 
лонтар 


2. Discounts on Coke Вог (237111) i 


Ipunin ang piso crowns or caps to get 
discounts or to buy more Coke! 
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A visual arts 


огай bag 


Gino Dormiendo 
Contributor 


HE AAP Annual, courtesy 
| of the Art Association of 
the Philippines, now on its 
57th year, has had its share of 
troubles from both its benefactors 
and participants. 
.. Some observers think the AAP 
Баз diffused itself by catering to 
too many categorles—printmak- 
ing, for instance, which can very 
well be taken up by the Printmak- 
ers Association of the Philippines, 
ог digital art, which could have 
been handled by a sponsoring 
group like Kodak. 

This year’s AAP Annual, as ex- 
pected, witnessed a generally 
lopsided contest in many cate- 
gorles, such as printmaking (with 
а handful of entries) or digital art 
{even much less) 

Оп the other hand, the Paint- 
ing Category elicited the biggest 
number of participants, 128 in 
all, compared to mixed media, 
with 46. 

Sculpture, often underrepre- 
sented, had even fewer entries 
this year with 25, and that is only 
insofar as quantity is concerned. 


Motley mix 

In the painting category, the 
figurative lorded it over the ab- 
згас, and ina motley mix of me- 
dia. Some of these works had 
overwrought images that fell 
prey to literal-mindedness. 

Joel Вапојотех first-prize 
winning “Idolottery” takes a jab 
at the Church hierarchy led by the 


EXCLUSIVE 
NEED NOT 
BE ELUSIVE 


American Express Platinum Cards 
offer Cardmernbers exceptional 
discounts and privileges through 
American Express Selects and 
Platinum Partners. All you need 
todoto aval of these savings and 
special privileges is to use your 
American Express Card at quality 
establishments throughout Мело 
‘Manila and the Philippines — and 
what better time to do so than 
during this holiday season! 


Pope, who is shown wearing a 
mask while extending his hands 
to greet a bunch of well-wishers. 

On closer view, the group in- 
dudes clowns and buffoons, 
while around the Pontiff is a co- 
terie of officials, and on their 
palms pyramid-shaped objects, 
talismans of the religious groups 
that parlay instant relief to tem- 
poral problems 

Rogelio "Топ" Cerda's runner- 
up in aquarelle, "Burntout," 
tackles a subject overly familiar 
to most artists: creative block. It 
shows the long-maned artist in 
front of an empty canvas, his 
forehead furrowed, while the 
deadline, scrawled on the note 
hanging by the easel, ticks omi- 
пошу close. Strewn around him 
are crumpled sheets of paper, the 
light captured at its most menac- 
ing chiaroscuro. 

‘Emmanuel Balboa's “Biyayang 
Binalot sa Himalang Daigdig” is a 
most powerful evocation of the 
country’s despicable condition, 
now going to the dogs, nay, cats, 
made to look like gladiators aim- 
ing for the kill. 

The runner-up "Siete Pal- 
abras,” by Edwin Moreno delin- 
entes the story of Christ's Passion, 
with His tortured image on the 
canvas which is made to resemble 
a plank, the nails symbolically 
sealing His fate. 

Edillardo Paras' "Existence" re- 
sembles a Matrix-like configura- 
tion generated by technology, a 
visual delight though also a bit 
hackneyed in rendering. 


Julio José Austria's “Inside 
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ART ASSOCIATION of the Philippines president Fidel Sarmiento, with contest judges Tam Austria, 
Chichi Salas, Marlene Aguilar, Mario Parial, Gus Albor, Gino Dormiendo, Tiny Nuyda, Egay Fernandez, 


Ana Labrador and Oscar Campomanes 


"HARI ng Kamaynilaan,” 
by Janos Delacruz 


Guard” is an abstract rendering in 
dripping paint, geometric forms 
and graffiti—an uncompromising 
take on а world gone mad by terror. 

Walds Villanueva's “Frozen 
Identity” pushes the puzzling 
quest for identity with innovative 
treatment. 


Less satisfying 

Ostensibly less satisfying are 
the mixed-media entries, reflect- 
ей in the limited number of truly 
deserving works that made it to 
the final list. The selection was 
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Fee 30-mirutes Express 
Body рой wath every 
Pro-Active Facial 
теште 
JOXofen Ceive Cane 
A4 Watches, Azur 
‘watches and Pens 
Ix olt on toon and 
beverage bill and 10% 
off on wine purchases 
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MKicchenA tex 
10% off on select mnor 
models and accessories 


S off on purchases 
free iced tent 
Press Café 


On top of all the great values, American Express Peso Platinum Credit Carémembers will 
‘earn DOUBLE Membership Rewards Points for ALL CHARGES until December 3, 2006“ 


For complete details on American Express Selects and Platinum Partners of the American 
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THE WORLD OF PLATINUM AWAITS 
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“JOURNEY to а Crowded Room," by Armando Toleza 


highlighted by a discussion on 
whether to give recognition to an 
entry that has been similarly exc- 
cuted in other contests, including. 
last year's AAP Annual. 

‘The work in question was Wil- 
son Belarminos "Bamboo Tat- 
toos," an installation of cut bam- 
boo poles arranged On canvas, 
with a window in the middle of 
the piece. As in Belarmino’s past 
work, this piece has stickers plas- 
tered on its poles, а technique 
which a juror had initially 
thought was handpainted. 

All four judges were, however, 
unfamiliar with the artist's track 
record. So, despite a juror’s cau- 
tionary invocation, they handed 
him the top prize, anyway. 

Second prize went to Armando 


Toleza's “Journey to a Crowded 
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"PATIBONG," by Salvador Chin, 
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The 57th AAP 
isa hodgepodge 
of the 
interesting 

and the 
commonplace 


Room,” which incorporates а 
number of techniques and media 
such as printmaking, driftwood 
and corrugated panels surround- 
ingand in the image. 

The third-prize winner, Raul 
Piedra's “Where Ends Meet,” has 
two major points that converge in 
the middle part. The boundaries 
spill over, as suggested by a wire 
(or rope) hanging in a curvilinear 
position. 

Dan Raralio's "History Re- 
peas Itself” is a stark gray-and- 
black configuration of а dire 
warning articulated by signs and 
symbols and graphics, a home- 
spun message on humankind's 
transgressions. 

Salvador Ching’s "Patibong" is 
an assemblage of recycled pili 
nuts and gugo fibers in a neat 
grid-like configuration. 

Eugene del Rosario's "Phantas- 
magoric Dream in a Mind of 
Someone Awake" has a diptych- 
like arrangement of wo seeming- 
ly disparate images: one wall de- 
voted to classical décor and an- 
other to an ultra-modern abstract 
composition. 


Weakest link 

The Sculpture Category in- 
deed, the anmual's weakest link, 
has very litle going for it, both in. 
the number and quality of entries. 
^ Rodel Rillera’s “Free Wheel" 
(first prize) is a wooden contrap- 
tion featuring the circular gad- 
gets in varied sizes wound 
around the entire figure. With its 
natural organic look, the piece 
hardly pays homage to materiali- 
ty, and neither does it transcend 
its nativist sentiments. 

Allan Hablo's “Forgotten Fishy 
Stories" (second place) is an in- 
stallation of recycled metal parts 
salvaged froma boat. 

Jonahmar Salvosa's “Lumang 
Karunungan” (third prize) is 
made of basically one archetypal 
square iron fitting piled up like а 
totem pole thats perpetually bal- 
ancing itself (although, of course, 
it has been reinforced by perhaps 
hardiflex). 

Mark Salvatus’ “Pilgrims” al- 
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“SPIDER” 


° ie мото | А 
тя : КГ 
t “FRIENDS” canvas without aid of a brush, But the effusive praise by certain 
particularly of fluorescent hues. Japanese artists comparing her 
Her favorites are pink, blue art to the masters’, as told by 


. 
and purple. Her sense of coloris Baldemor, should be contextual- 
that ofa child, as when she paint- ized. 
ed snow red. This is art produced outside the 

Of form, she can create a circle established are world, what has 
and a triangle, however imper- , been described as a channeling of 
fectly, but has a hard time with energy. That shouldn't be surpris- 
thesquare. ing, and we wouldn't call it genius 

Subjects that come to her mind ог ptodigy—yet—because a child 
(properly, inspirations) comprise can really ereate art. 
anything from the natural world — tis, in fact, Art Brut, the au- 
and the world ofthe imagination. thentic one, as to be distin- 
She'd just finish a piece and de- guished from the one of artists 
clare its a little fish, a little rain- who have studied Fine Arts but 
drop, the moon, fire, airplane ora chosen to practice the raw art of 
little dinosaur. children (as in the case of Jean 

“Parang naglalaro lang siya,” Dubuffet, “preferring untrained 
says the ever-indulgent grandfa- spontaneity to professional skill” 
ther. as evidence of the power of origi- 

nality). 

It can be compared to Action 
Emi was invited to participate Painting in its spontaneity and ef- 
in the Tianjin International Chil. fects, but to reference Abstract 
dren's Painting Competition held Expressionism here would be ab- 
in China last July. And shewillex- surd. Why, the child can barely 
hibit her artworks at the Interna- even write yet, much less under- 


By Constantino C. Tejero Dec. 28. Half of the proceeds will 
gotoa charity for the Department. 
HE'S still in diapers, yet of Social Welfare and Develop- 

S thes erating pags men 
that have already been Rendered mostly on 8" x 10" 
compared to the works of Miró, canvases in broad strokes, squig- 
Pollock and Picasso. She can't gles, drops and drips in bold color 
evenwritehernameyenbutshes and often with impasto, the 
selling artworks for an average of pieces, with titles such as "Spi- 
3,000 per piece, and has so far der" "Clouds" "Red Snow" 
grossed P70,000. “Mountain,” “Monster,” are spon- 

Amazing! some may ex- taneous abstraction with a few 
claim—but not too amazing hinting at figures that only a child 
when one considers that 3-year- can visualize. 
old Zoerya Emi Baldemor Abuel C. а | P 3 
has for grandfathers the three Gifted child Е Я d E E Budding artist. 
Baldemor artists: her mother As Fred Baldemor tells it, his E 4 S 
lrenes father, the sculptor Fred granddaughter’s artistic preoccu- 
Baldemor; and his cousins, pation started on her second 
painter Manuel and sculptor Ап- birthday, when she was gifted 
gelito Baldemor. with a watercolor set and an 

‘And that's not mentioning that artists gown. Since then, almost tional Art Village in Tokyo early stand what Pollock was up to. 
the child's mother, grandmother every day, moming and afer- next year. Tz is clear, though, that we have 
and two uncles also paint. She is, noon, she'd be urging him, "Da- t ects шш шакы Шы ыр Ыз 
infact, a descendant of tat artis- da, le’ go painting!" and led him бено herd cred эй. 
tic clan from Paete. down to his studio. 

‘Artistic talent may not be ge- “Hindi mo mapipigilan ‘yan, 
netic, but the penchant for art, maski ano'ng idadahilan mo," 
even the skill, the remperand the laughs Baldemor. "Habang nag- 
taste for it can certainly be ac- pipinta ako, kinukuha mga gamit 
quired if you're surrounded by ko, kaya pinababayaan ko na." 
such people. Hed puta small canvas on the 

“Though she can count a few easel and, while singing nursery 
digits, recite the alphabet and rhymes and Elvis Presley and 
sing nursery rhymes, Emi can't wiggling her behind, the tot 
even sign her artworks yet. Soher would finish one canvas after an- 
grandfather, whom she calls Da- other. She averages three art- 
da Fred, had a rubber stamp of works a day. 
her name made in Japan when he “Gusto n'ya malalaking brush, 
visited recently. kaya makita mo bold strokes,” 

On Dec. 22, her third birthday, Baldemor continues. “Di- 
the tot opens her first solo exhib- nadampot lang nang dinadampot 
it, "Bi no bi” (Japanese for“beau- ang paint tubes, pinipindot direct 
ty of beauty"), in Gallery 828 at sa canvas. One time she couldn't. 
the Art Plaza, 1/4, Shangri-La stop from squeezing, so I had to 
Plaza, Edsa, Mandaluyong City. replace the paint into the tube.” 

Some 150 pieces in oil and He had to buy her the kind of 
acrylic оп canvas and watercolor acrylic that’s directly squeezed 
оп paper will be on display until from the tube and worked on the 
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Pila: A book and a plaza 


NE of the loveliest town squares Т 
О have ever seen is that of Pila in Lagu- 
na. 

Unfortunately, when you mention the 
town’s name, most people are at a loss to lo- 
cate the place, Some vaguely think of long 
lines or even of athletic supplies (OK, so that's 
spelled wich an FI). 

1 can assure you that the trip to Laguna is 
worth it, Pila isa beautiful town. 

Standing in the middle of the plaza, one 
sees houses from the early American era and 
even Spanish period clustered around a 
grassy mall. Going there early in the morning, 


When it is still all rosy and dewy one truly A Laguna 


feels transported to another era. 


Оп one end of the plaza is the municipal СОМ and 
an ancient 
huge brown mass of the church, which, to- Spanish- 
Tagalog 
dictionary 
Locsin couple, National Artist for Architecture Show the 


hall (built before World War II) with its Neo- 
Classical architecture. At the other end is the 


gether with the old school house, is a precious 
‘example of Spanish colonial heritage. 

The latter building now holds Pila Muse- 
um. Exhibits include pottery found in Pila 
during archaeological excavations led by the 


Leandro and his wife Cecile. 


This same building was the venue for di- CUltural 


plays on the town’s traditional resources creat- 


Ei te hel wou a araoa wako LOWELL 


оп heritage organized by the Met Museum, 


OF course, one of the joys of visiting this during the 
tovm isthe chance of being invitedinsideone Spanish 


of the stately houses. In one particular home, 


Iremember seeing gracious pinkinteriorsand ерд 


a colored glass window that even featured а 
nipa hut. 

Tn the quieter section of the plaza is a 
modest and yet pretty dwelling. This is the 
home of the Relova family One of the daugh- 
ters of the house is my friend, Cora Relova. 

T have written about her and how she 
treated usto the most delicious lunch which 
included dulong, рако salad, bibingkang 
hipon. Ay! I can never forget that gastronom- 
icdelight! 


Lovely compound 

But part of the pleasure of the meal was the 
setting of Сога lovely compound just outside 
of Pila. Our hostess entertained us in an open- 
sided pavilion set off from its surroundings 
only by screens. 

Cora works with famous designer Budji 


ALLAART 


Bea Zobel jı 


ОСАБУ, 
Уул, 


ITTH-CENTURY 
Layug, so something of his unique styleisevi- Spanish-Tagalog 
dentin the house. Along with very contempo- dictionary 


rary Budji-style pieces, one sees touches of 
the past. I loved the way bunches of dried 
pandan or anahaw were hung from the eaves 
toforma kind of curtain. 

Cora is known to many people as Pila’s her- 
itage advocate. Together with Monina Rivera 
of the Pila Historical Society she has been mo- 
bilizing her neighbors to protect the vestiges 
of their town's proud past. Cora had lived for 
many years abroad and, having come home 
just a few years ago, she found herself drawn 
to heritage advoca 

When she first arrived, the town plaza was 
not as beautiful asit is today. It was messy and 
burdened with concrete structures. Cora 
managed to convince everyone to remove 
what was superfluous. Working quietly but 
with determination, she and her friends were 
able to get the National Historical Institute to 
declare the area around the town's center as a 
historical zone. 

She has not looked back since. Almost ev- 
егу year she has had to fight threats to under- 
mine the integrity of the plaza. She is truly а 
valiant woman deserving of our praise. 

During our lunch with Cora, I recall her 
bringing out a big yellow book. This turned 
out to be a reissued edition of an old Spanish. 
‘Tagalog dictionary compiled by a priest, Fr. 
Pedro San Buenaventura. The original book 
жаз printed way back in 1613. 

Apparently as scholars like Ricky José have 
explained to me, there were never really 
enough Spanish people to teach the native 
Filipinos the language of the colonial masters. 
So it was agreed that it would be better for 
the priests to learn the local tongues instead, 

hence the need for the dictionaries. 
i . They also relied on the help of young chil- 
* dren who grew up naturally speaking Span- 
ish and a Philippine language. 

What 1 found remarkable was that the 
book was actually produced in the town of 
Pila itself. In fact, it is one of the first works in. 
the Philippines printed with movable type. 

The text on the cover even refers to the 
town as “ ...la noble villa de Pila." It is this 
impressive phrase that has always inspired 

Cora. She loves to recite the words as ме 

walk around the town. It is an ancient title 

that gives substance to her labors. 


Looking for the book 
Little did 1 know that I would soon be en- 
meshed in this same dictionary. А few months 
later, while in Madrid, I casually asked a good 


Aging on the lap of history 


By Pablo A. Trozado 
Contributor 


The 
historic 


town of 
Majayjay, 
Laguna, 
celebrates 
its 433rd 


AN old adage that says “Looking 
back at the past paves the way to a 
bright future” goes for the people 
of Majayjay, Laguna, who never fail 
to remember their history. 

Recently delegations from the town’s 40 
barangays , public-school teachers, students, 
senior citizens and civic groups gathered at 


anniversary 


THE273-YEAR-OLD St. Gregory Parish Church 


the town plaza and formed a parade about 2- 
km Jong in celebration of the town's 433rd 
founding anniversary. 

‘The colorful parade showcased the c 
tumes of varying designs worn by the partici- 
pants, including wrought pandan leaves fash- 
ioned into beautiful ensembles. 

After the two-hour parade, the town plaza 
hosted a program of speeches, folk dances 
and singing, and general merriment. Clusters 
of lanzones were distributed free, courtesy of 
town people who owned orchards of the 

fruit. 
Rep. Benjie Agarao of the 4th District 
of Laguna, the only invited guest 
graced the occasion and commended 
the town and its mayor, Tino Rodillas. 
After the program, the crowd, led 
by Vice Mayor Filo Guera, 
40 shacks built around the barang 
circle, where food was served. Lam: 
banog, the town's signature 
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friend, who was back in the Philippines, if he. 
wanted anything from the general neighbor- 
hood of the Iberian peninsula. 

The answer was one that | would soon live 
to regret: He wanted a copy of the reissue of 
the San Buenaventura dictionary. Though 1 
was taken somewhat aback, 1 told myself, 
what could beso difficult about Finding an old 
book? Yes, my innocence was actually quite 
charming. 

The first place 1 checked was our local 
parish church. Of course, they thought 1 was 
some kind of a nut case. 1 would later learn to 
my embarrassment that San Buenaventura 
was Franciscan while our parish was run by 
Augustinians. 

So I then went to the biggest bookstore in 
Madrid. Again my sanity was questioned. 
What year did you say? 1613? Couldn't 1 in- 
terest you in something a bit more current? 

So that was it. I turned to an expert in lost 
causes, my aunt Rerre Basagoiti. If there was 
anyone'who could find this book, she could. 
She began by calling—of course—the Fran- 
Ciscan mother house in Madrid. Now, why 
didn't I think of that? 

Unfortunately, the woman she got hold of 
probably just had an unproductive manicure. 
She wasn't in a helpful mood. She airily dis- 
missed my aunt by telling her to call Villa de 
Aranzazu in Guipuzcoa in Northem Spain. 

T would have given up at that point simply 
because the names I was going to be working 
with had far too many letter Zs! But not my 
aunt 

A wonderful man by the name of Padre Ar- 
regui in Villa Aranzazu said he could only 
help by giving the number of a lady named 
Miriam, who lived in San Sebastian. 1 do not 
understand this part of the story Perhaps 
Miriam was one of the founders of www.ama- 
zon.com. 


WOMENSFOLK in gowns of pandan mats. 


product, overflowed as roasted pigs and fried 
native chickens were consumed by the revel- 
ers. 

The town of Majayjay, inhabited by such а 
convivial but prayerful people, is a historic 
place. Before it was a town, it was a thickly 
forested part of the Mt. Banahaw jungle. 

With the advent of Spanish rule, Spanish 
missionaries were sent to Majayjay to convert 
the natives into Christians, The town was for- 
mally founded in 1571, with Don Gaspar Oso- 
rio as the first gobernadorcillo. 

‘The name Majayjay was originally spelled 
in Tagalog as Mahayhay, roughly translated as 
"full of sighs.” It was a reference to the steep 
uphill trails that made trekking to the town 
difficult for visitors. 

Spanish-era monuments still stand in the 
town. One of them isthe 273-year-old St. Gre- 
gory Parish Church, completed only after 19 
years of forced labor. Today, the church re. 
mains the social and spiritual center of the 
town of Majayjay. 


Acany rate she told my aunt (I had already 
fled by that time and my aunt was on her 
‘ownt) that what she was looking for was the 
Archivo de los Indias, which had just been 
transferred to Calle Narciso Serra 21 back 
in—yes— Madrid! 

When my aunt finally made it to the Archi- 
vo, she was met by Father Pedro who, itturns 
ош, had just come back from doing research 
in—can you believe it—San Antonio in 
Makati! He then brought out a copy of my dic- 
tionary—at long last! 

So was it worth it? 

In the introductory essay of the new edi- 
tion, there is mention of how the scholar 
William Henry Scott explains the value of the 
many wonderful words in the dictionary. He 
explains that we can pick up from the various 
terms the complexity of technologies already 
in use by the ancient Filipinos even before 
they were exposed to Spanish culture. 

Scott discusses the expertise of our ances- 
tors in such fields as agriculture, metalwork, 
‘weaving, architecture and the like as evi- 
dénced by their wide vocabulary. 

Somehow it is so comforting, when you 
open the pages, to sec familiar words like 
bakal, bahay and even baboy. It is nice to 
know that 400 years ago, our grandparents 
spoke the same language. 

Thinking back on Pila and its plaza and the 
issues that Cora and her friends must constant- 
ly address, one begins to understand that her- 
itage is many things. It involves buildings, and 
artworks, weaving, food, books and plazas. 

But itis also the work we do, the words we 
use, the feelings we express and yes, the ideas 
that we cherish 


Email beartist@filipinaslibrary.org.ph or 
address letter to Filipinas Heritage Library, 
‘Makati Ave., Ayala Triangle, Makati City. 
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Celebrating Manila 


From page Cl 
message is that. Manila's vanishing heritage 
must be preserved. For information and 
schedules, contact _celdrantours@hot- 
mail.com 


Bahay Nakpil 

‘This was the home of prominent historical 
figure Dr. Ariston Bautista and his in-laws, the 
Nakpil family. Bautista was a philanthropist 
and prominent figure deeply involved in the 
Philippine Revolution, a close colleague of 
José Rizal and Juan Luna. 

Sharing the house with Bautista was 
Katipunan official Juan Nakpil, who married 
Gregoria de Jesus, widow of national hero 
‘Andres Bonifacio. 

‘The celebrated painting “Parisian Life” by 
Juan Luna, now the centerpiece of the GSIS 
Museum, originally hung in the Bautista- 
Nakpil house. 

"The Nakpil house on Calle Barbosa (now Dr. 
Ariston Bautista Steet) in Quiapo is an out- 
standing example of Philippine architecture. It 
was designed by architect Juan Arellano in the 
classic bahay na bato style. The detailing done 
in turn-ofthe-century Viennese Secession style 
makes the house one of a kind in the Philip- 
pines. All carvings, woodwork and grillwork are 
executed in the same abstracted, geometric 
lines depicting floral pattern. 

Bahay Nakpil is now a museum open to the 
public, For information, call 7349341. 


San Agustin Museum 

Probably the best collection of Spanish- 
colonial religious artifacts open to the public 
їп Manila, the San Agustin Museum in the 
cloisters of San Agustin Church is an unfor- 
gettable experience. 

‘San Agustin is the best place in the country 
to see the most exquisite santos (wooden im- 
ages), religious paintings on wood and can- 
vas, altars, silver, ceremonial vestments, old 
parchment missals and hymnals. 

Inscribed on the Unesco World Heritage 
List, San Agustin Church is the oldest stone. 


asco Еј 


prem 


church in the country and definitely worth a 
visit. 

A Christmas exhibit of 300 Philippine and 
foreign belens (Nativity crèches) is now on ex- 
hibit at the second-floor cloister. 

Call 5274060. 


Museo Pambata 

Сап you actually have fun in a museum? If 
you have to ask that question, then you proba- 
bly haven't been to museums lately. 

Bring the children to Museo Pambata on 
the corner of Roxas Boulevard and TM. 
Kalaw. Also take them to Museum of the Fil- 
ipino People on Agrifina Circle at the Taft Av- 
enue end of Rizal Park. 

Museo Pambata is те ultimate children's 
trip. Iris a "Touch me!" museum with interac- 
tive exhibits setting a fun atmosphere where. 
children (and adults) learn basic scientific 


Architecture atlas 
now available 


"THE PHAIDON Айаз of Contemporary 
World Architecture" is a global survey of 
the most outstanding contemporary works 
of architecture completed over the last five. 
years. This atlas is a comprehensive, up-to- 
date reference book from Phaidon Publica- 
tions. It contains exquisitely detailed de- 
scriptions of buildings of every type, from 
museums to mansions and banks to air- 
ports. 
Also nestled among its tastefully laid-out 
pages are well-researched biographies of 
the most prominent and active internation- 
alarchitects of our time. Established critics, 
curators, journalists and practitioners 
nominated the buildings included within 
the covers of this book. 

The Phaidon Atlas of Contemporary 
World Architecture is now available at Na- 
tional Book Store and Powerbooks. 


A visual arts... 


From page C4 


ludes to the nature of reality and illusion, 
with its Pandora's box-like installation partly 
‘opened to reveal its contents. 
Melvin John Ante's "Re-awakening" isa re- 
cycled contraption from fibrous materials, 
with a partly exposed center, not unlike а 
flower about to burst open. Benjie Bisaya's 
"Tugaw" is nothing but a three-legged bench 
assembled from discarded tree trunks. 


Varied media 

‘Truly, the recycling spirit has taken the bet- 
ter of our craftsmen and artists, as the surfeit 
of rehashed and reassembled pieces has be- 
‘come more pronounced this year, and more 
glaring among local sculptors. 

The Drawing Category, with 25-odd entries 
in equally varied media, failed to elicic its spi 
ited share of interest from the judges. 


“BURNT-OUT,” by Rogelio “Tot 


Raul Agner’s “Material Foo!" easily out- 
lasses the rest with its richly conjured and 
equally fervid image of what seems to be a 
heart-rending, mind-blowing tableau of 
Pinoy diaspora. 

Carlito Casamayor’s "Inspirasyon" is a tad 
too pretty in its depiction of an otherwise sur- 
real subject. John Espino's "Quintessence 
manages to be fairly engrossing, but the sub- 
jectisa tired and tried one. 

As to printmaking, which managed to at- 
tract just six entries, it was clear from the on- 
set that Janos Delacruz's "Hari ng Kamayni- 
laan” was fated to be the winner. 

Napoleon Banayat's “Pista sa Nayon” and 
Demosthenes Campos’ “Fastidious Race" 
manage to look fresh and charming in their 
interpretation of the Pinoy's penchant for fun 
and feasting. 

Equally handicapped by a lack of entries 
are the categories of digital art and photogra- 
phy. But making up for the glaring lack is 
Jonathan Lambinos “Untitled,” adjudged 
best entry in the former, with its phantas- 
magoric view of a game of chess with man 
and fish that alludes to the game of destruc- 
tion on the planet. 

‘Surreal is Joey Ongs “Dusk,” where the 
view is more hedonistic and less semiotic in 
character than Lambino's. Marlon Despues’ 
“Transfigure” captures the movement of a 
group of dancers in a parade, through a lens 
hazy and far from dramatic. 


Execrable 

Finally, photography, again the annual's 
most execrable category as evident in the low 
level of competitiveness and output. 

Francis Harlos Огага5 "In Disguise” (best 
entry), James Zabala's “Yosi,” Lyndon Joseph 
Susi's "Apapa Um Mamaw” and Genalyn Pan- 
ers “Milky Ваш" are unquestionably the 
works of photographers with little daring- 
They are bereft of drama and realism—those 
qualities that make photography a stimulat- 
ing medium for envisioning the world. 


E-mail the author at gdormiendo@ya- 
hoo.com 
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VISUAL pollution mars landscape 


facts and the rudiments of electricity, among 
other things. It is where simulated jungles 
complete with mini waterfalls teach proper 
care of the environment. 

Heritage is not forgotten at Museo Pam- 
bata. Scale models of Spanish-era houses in 
the Manila district of Binondo are living ex- 
hibits, child-size playhouses where children 
can enter to play with tactile exhibits which 
teach how their great grandparents lived. 

Hearing children squeal with delight as 
they experience Museo Pambata is reward 
enough for having taken the trek to take them 
"there. For information, call 5231797. 


Museum of the Filipino People 

The Museum of the Filipino People is a fun 
place. If you think museums are Jurassic 
places whose stuffy exhibits are covered with 
dust, this is the museum to change your mind. 
Its interactive exhibits light up at the touch of 
a button and set off a chain of sound effects. 
Sections in maps illuminate to show where 
the different people of the Philippines live. 
Engaging videos and amazing exhibits trace 
the evolution of Filipinos and theirland. 

The “Alay ng Dagat—The San Diego 1600 
Time Capsule” traces the saga of the San 
Diego, a Cebu-constructed gatleon that sank 
off the coast of Nasugbu, Batangas, as it was 
sailing off to battle against the Dutch. On ex- 
hibit are samples of its cargo—weaponry, ce- 
ramics, jars and even delicate rosaries—re- 
trieved through an extensive underwater ar- 
chaeology project. 
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Tris difficult to leave the Museum of the Fil- 
ipino People without rediscovering pride for 
Filipino culture, an elusive feeling for the Fil- 
ipino these days. Call 5243005. 

Manila is not a city that stands to win urban 
beauty contests or rank high in the yearly lists 
of the world's most livable cities. However, 
she does have a few surprises up her sleeve. 


mail your feedback to afvillalon@hot- 
mail.com 


ARROCEROS Forest 
Park's green serenity 


.you can depend on us”. 


With BDO Remit, it is our priority to provide you 
with world-class remittance service you and your 
family can rely on. 


Fast Your family can receive your remittance 
from anywhere in the world in ONE minute chrough 
ВОО Renics online transaction. 


Secure Your money wil be handled safely with 
the financial strength of Banco de Oro Universal Bank, a 
member of the SM Group of Companies. 

Convenient experience bank-and-shop 
convenience. Remitance can be withdrawn at any BDO 
branch inside SM Malls until 7 pm even on Saturdays or 


Sundays. 
We! @ ways 


Member: SM Group of Companies 
12 ADB Aves, Orgs Center Hanyang Сат 

800 cat Censer 431-2000. 

иштетти Той Free Ne ооа. 
Dosen Tol free No. 400104112000. 
Санчед 


ту 
Enjoy life's best. 


Have we mentioned we're all about life's best? 


Receive a P*40,000 shopping spree at any of these 
premium brands when you subscribe to SMART Infinity. 


Connect to SMART Infinity via SIM-only subscription and receive a complimentary 
P40,000 gift certificate you can use when you shop at the outlets of our featured 
designer brands which also includes: 


*Polo Ralph Lauren — .* Bottega Veneta * Diesel 
*Chariod ^ + Yves Saint Laurent + Marlboro Jeans 
= Natori * Tutto Moda * Nine West 


„ questions, comments, or concerns, ой may ci the SMART Hodie at 8881111: "888 using oor SMART clone ta SMART Corporate Нойон at дек a text message to 035 
ard rata ances ої Micron apple emit ur саптан ть, 
за m SRR aise cde ene ердам. талена рачна ыша 
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Artists go 
natural 


By Pablo A. Tariman 
Contributor 


ECENTIY media 
В grim and 
shocking images of 
nature taking йз re- 
venge—massive landslides 
and rivers gone wild. 
The number of typhoon fatali- 
ties alone makes you want to turn. 


to Verdi or Могат? Requiem for 
solace. 

Last year, Cecile Licad and son 
Otavio, with filmmaker Marilou 
Diaz-Abaya, had one of their 
most unforgettable experi- 
ences—trapped by a rampaging 


landslide in Banaue after an ou- ( 


reach concert in Cagayan. 
The road was blocked by large 
boulders. As we negotiated more 
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BY JESS ABRERA 


WHERE'S НЕ WENT To 
DAD? BED EARLY. 
\ HE WASN'T 
FEELING WELL. 


HE DRANK HALF A 
CARTON OF EGGNOG 
BEFORE HE REALIZED 
TT WAS A WEEK PAST 
THE EXPIRATION DATE, 


тете 
бом 
peress: 


‘Yuck. IM SURE once 
МИНЕ THE MALLUG- 
SE OK? NATIONS 

D WEAR OFF. 


5 


COME ON, MOTHER NATURE... 
THERE'S SUPPOSED ТО BE SNOW 
ON THE GROUND AT CHRISTMAS, 
TIME! ITS А HOLIDAY TRADITION} 


HAVEN'T YOU SEEN. 
ALL OF THE IMAGES 
ОР cozy, SNOW- 
COVERED ‘COTTAGES 
ON GREETING CARDS? 


BYTOM ARMSTRONG 


ARE YOU TRENING ТО 
PUT HALLMARK 
OUT oF BUSINESS 27 


EM TENA 
сени BRED, 


CAT HELP 
SANTA f, 


ATOMO AND WEBOY 


DIVINE COMEDY 


'S|NABI KO KASL KAY’ 

MISIS МА MATIGAS 

‘YUNG FRUITCAKE. 

NA NIREGALO SA 

AMIN NG NANAY 
NYA. 


V^ карком. 
ANON, PINALUKPOK 
AKO SA KAMAY 


PLAY WITH 
THE TINSEL, 
WRAPPING PAPER. 
1... AND TIP OVER A 
TREE OR TWO. 


cite miseret pn 12520 


BY STEVEN PABALINAS 


[Оон Looky! Чоо Got 
A PRESENT. IT SAYS 
105 FROM 4ouR 
ecRet SANTA AREN‘ 
Mov GoiNG te open j+? 


{чә МАЧЕ 


Bot 


OPen GiFts FROM 
S#RANGERS! 


Чоок SecReT 


T pont 


Ам evit, 
i's FROM 


Mu SecRet SANTA'S 


MUTANT ABERRATION? 


> 
‘See? Except 
FoR тне evil 
РАЊЕ І WAS 


PsycHo 


HOROSCOPE. 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE. 


ES 
—Á—— 


YOU BORN TODAY: You have a curious, exploring mind. You're bright, quick and impulsive. Your ideas gener- 
‘ate ots of activity. You love to dive Into new areas of study and exploration. You study the mind with your head 
Inthe clouds and your feet planted firmly on the ground. An important choice awaits you this year. Choose 


wisely. 


‘Birthdate 
EES ARIES (March 21 10 
April 19): Remember to 
be patient with others. 
It's easy for you to fly 
off the handle. But anger serves по 
purpose except to make everyone 


miserable. 
© Your veivet rut. This 
an happen because 
“you like a predictable outcome. 
(You're not keen on surprises.) But 
Ме is full of surprises! 


‘TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): Be careful 
about getting stuck in 


9o. 


9 


person, it's not easy to be content- 
ed. It's true there is no end to "bet- 
ter,” but that's the way life works, 


© 


time letting go of anything (even 
Junk!). Sometimes you have го let 


GEMINI (May 21 to 
dune 20): 

iit from activity to ac- 
tivity, from person to 


CANCER (June 2110 
July 22): You stay in 


too long. That's be- 
cause you have a hard 


John Spencer, actor; Billy Braaa, musician; Jenny Agutter, actress. 


sf 
24 а 
Л 

(T u areenan 


S 


a 
fa, FAVORITE 
CEU 


Son/ | ЈОЌЕ 
BOOK 


MIKROKOSMOS 


ITAY, BAKIT SABI NILA, 
‘PAG DI KA MAKATULOG, 
MAGBILANG KA RAW 

NG TUPA? 


BYJOMIKE TEJIDO 


GANON TALAGA, „KASI KUNG MAGBILANG 


KANG ENPANGERED 
SPECIES , MAUUBUSAN 


jecause you 


the wrong relationships 


DAILY CROSSWORD 


ACROSS qu 
1 First Lady 


FTT 


Lawra 


B e Word wih 
£ engine or bath 


E аза 


X, Sentence 
116 Gumbo veggie 


T Goot of among 


120 Tum ей 
21 Sea eagles 


22 Russo and 
Descartes 


23 Mug or kisser 
24 Muller's cousin 


28 Columnist on 


language 
29 Thatand, once 


50 Track circuit 
33 “The George 


and _ Show" 
за Catcher's need 


35 Passport stamp 


36 Delight 
39 _ Sant 

laurent 
40 Carpets. 


By Gerald R. Ferguson 
Portiand, OR 


1.41 Singer John. 5 Scanty 


42 hg. 8 Mountain lakes. 


43 Mitary 
installation 
44 ўы 


7 Grook Cupid 
8 Tompe sch 

9 Falows 

10 Sears, lorone 


45 Tenancy period 
a 11 Мвөз 


Wag 
48 Galhortogothar 12 Comic Johnson 


SEL ТА 13 College cheers 


51 FrlTolower 18 Typo ol 


төк 
18 Apothecary 


58 Noted fim eric measure 


CIEJEXIIGEENEDETENES 


59 Hasteoucome, 23 Reddish colors 


perhaps. 24 Locatons 


во Hook's righi- 25 Webber 


hand man musical 


81 Ms. enclosure 
62 Робита 
compound 
£68 Trumpet or 
Trombone. 


DOWN 
1 "Goldberg 
Variations" 


26 Halt goa man 

27 — and well 

28 Welders! 
protection 

29 Char signiy 

31 Fancy be 

32 Goller Stewart 

34 Cursor movar 

35 Bona ido 

37 Timas of note 


а 
46 


a 
48 
Lj 
мо, Spain 

pary 50 


composer 
2 Bruns home 
3 Winter white 
4 Do ax work 


Polson- 
detecton job 
Cosmeticen 
Lauder 
Зоса class 
тиже tes 
Byte or cyce 
абал 
Previous 


51 ураа! 
mosting 

52 "Aim She 
Smear” 
songwriter 

зз Atewards 

55 Female sheop. 

56 _ Cruces, НА 

57 Ezd ol a ogar 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 

22): Your pride can of- 

ten prevent you from 

doing what you want to 
do. It could also make you do 
things you don't want fo до. 
Doesn't sound too helpful, does it? 
Ө 

АЙ the operative word 

constantly in your mind 
Б "Imperfect." You tend to look at 
something and think, "What's 
wrong with this picture?” Relax. 

all time—why bother 
trying? Ifyou please yourself most 


of the time, you'll please the major- 
ity of those around you. Try it. 


‘white terms. You im-, 


mediately like someone 


or not. But life is actually shades of 
gray. (Do you think you might be a 


bittoo extreme?) 
but realism is valuable 


< лоо. its important to 


remember not to promise more 
than you can deliver. 
2 шге often hold you 
баск. In this way, you 


are your greatest enemy. Try to be 
bolder about going after what you 
want 


t. 
tion for being stubborn, 


but you are the most 


Stubtom sign ofall You just hide 
itcleveriy. (Plus, you're very 


bright.) 
victimized about life. 


Its easy for you to 


think you “always” get something 
‘or you "never" get something. 


VIRGO (Au, 
Sept. 22): 
esi for 


LIBRA (Sopt. 23 to Oct. 
22): You know you 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21): You tend to 
see things in black-and- 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dec. 21): Optimism 
isa wonderful thing, 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
to Jan. 19): Fear of 
jection and fear of tail- 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18): К5 curious: 
Taurus has the reputa- 


PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
March 20): Don't fall 
into the trap of feeling 


BY DANIEL SHELTON 


KIKO MACHINE 


Ud ATE, 


“Амма NA PALA 
SI LOLA.. Dito MAG- 


дорачко SATI- 


LOVEKNOTS 


hebe. toma Ko GOTH 
wx ain бот) 


BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO 


MATAY PI FPI? 


MASYADONG КАДРЕЕТРНАН 
9 MELANIE SA ТАСКА 


SA KARPRPANDOD SIGURO SA TV 
CONERAGE, ARR- PRAD, UMAGA, 
PEGGAR GABLU7/—- 
ирре"! боите“ 
duty A КАЯ, 


KUNG ALAM ED (Дш, 
SANA BINOTO ко NA 
eon ^ 


BYPAPU AND TATUM MILAMBILING 


LAHAT NG кит (Саф 


г кокс Це OT 
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MONTANO stars opposite Juliana Palermo 


MONTANO directs Daria Ramirez in the haunting funeral scene of “Panaghoy Sa Suba”. 


Artists go natural 


than two kilometers to get to the open 
part of the road, I frantically called 
IreneM. Araneta for help. 

Licad had an early morning flight to 
New York the next day for a recital. 

‘An hour later, a helicopter arrived at 
the nearby Bagabag airport. Licad’s son 
marked his 16th birthday riding a res- 
cue helicopter from Nueva Vizcaya to 
Manila. 

Indeed, Nature's fury does not spare 
‘anyone. 

This is why Odette Alcantara has 
Worked to raise the public's conscious- 
‘ness about the need to preserve the en- 
vironment. She hosts house concerts, 
mobilizes the arts sector, and has 
formed the Artists for the Environment. 

Licad played Schumann's “Wid- 
mung" in one of the group's get-togeth- 
ers, When а brownout occurred in the 
middle of the piece, columnist Conrad 
de Quiros said he saw a glimpse of 
heaven, 


Tribute to nature 
One of the films in the forthcoming 


Metro Manila Film Festival pays a 
haunting and deeply lyrical tribute to 
Mother Nature. Cesar Montanos 
“Panaghoy за Suba” (Wail on the River) 
shows how life in a village is protected 
by a river that becomes a living witness 
to transitions in the commumitys 
life—before, during and after the war. 

This is a quiet but powerful film cap- 
turing Bohol's well-preserved environ- 
ment. That a popular actor would take 
up the cudgels for the environment 
speaks well of Montano, who has re- 
ceived one of the highest awards given 
to a Boholano by his province's local 
government. 

He shared the award with the famous 
Loboc Children's Choir. 

"Panaghoy" was filmed along Loboc 
River in the town of the same name. For 
the film's musical scoring, Nonong 
Buencamino (he did the superb musical 
scoring for ‘Jose Rizal,” “Sa Pusod ng 
Dagat," "Muro-Ami" and “Bagong 
Buwan”) features the Loboc Children's 
Choir in one of the highlights. 


Фе Nov 2004. 02 van 2005 


CECILE Licad with son Otavio in a massive landslide in Banaue last 


year. 


Glow-in-the-dark 
works on display 


panels, and walls, The artist 
uses glo 
produce this rare artistic look. 

The exhibit runs until Dec. 


VICTOR Bella is hold- 
ing his sixth solo art ex- 
hibit at MC Home De- 
pot at 32nd St. and 22 
Bonifacio Blvd. near 
The Fort. 

‘The exhibit features glow- 
in-the-dark acrylic glass paint- 
ings, flower dome sculptures, 
and nude crystal sculptures. 

The artist offers both glow- 
in-the-dark and non-glowaat- 
night decorating and painting 
services for glass windows, 


Bella is a graduate of Fine 
Arts from Maastricht Acade- 
my of Visual Arts in the 
‘Netherlands. 

Viewing hours at Home 
Depot are 1-7 p.m. Bella's 
glow-in-the-dark 
dome is also on display in 
Heritage Gallery at 
Megamall. 

Call 09204880029, 


the glorious skyline. 


the dark resins to 


flower 


SM 


“Rates differ tor travel 


Among the most riveting sequences 
of the fiim are the funeral (of a villager 
played by Daria Ramirez) by the river; 
Montano making love to a village maid- 
en (Juliana Palermo) on a boat by the 
river, and marauding Japanese soldiers 
entering the river at the start of the Oc- 
cupation. 

In this film, Montano depicts a vil- 
lage where inhabitants are at peace 
with nature. 

It would be dreadful if people also 
forget to care for this river and the hor- 
rible images of Infanta and Realin Que- 
zon province are repeated. 

For its beautiful tribute to Mother 
Earth, “Panaghoy sa Suba” should be 
cited by the Artists for the Environment 
as Best Film of the Year. 


Here and There 

Oliver Salonga, two-time first-prize 
winner in the National Musical Com- 
petition for Young Artists, again won 
the annual concerto competition at 
Lynn University їп Florida. Не bested 
pianists, violinists, cellists and other 


instrumentalists. His winning piece 
was Liszt's Piano Concerto No, 2, 

Last year, he was the top choice 
among pianists who played Rachmani- 
noff's Piano Concerto No. 2 but lost to a 
violinist. 

A member of the jury from Miami 
said it was the first time she heard a ma- 
jor talent in that area. She even asked 
Salonga to transfer to the University of 
Miami. Last September, Licad offered to 
coach Salonga for free for three weeks. 

The bad acoustics (this is an under- 
statement) of the Carlos Р Romulo Hall 
of RCBC did not do justice to Nena del 
Rosario Villanueva's playing оѓ 
Chopin's Piano Concerto No. 2 with the 
Manila Philharmonic Orchestra (MPO) 
under the baton of violinist Roni Ro- 
zoff. 

How she was able to focus without a 
decent sound from the orchestra was a 
big wonder. An MPO musician said 
playing in that hall was sheer torture. 
The hall is visually pleasing but a night- 
mare acoustically. —' 


Giant Music Box, and of course, the Dazzling 
Mistletoe Boulevard and don't forget to make a wish in Santa's Town. 


What's more, stunning decorations and Christmas lighting wil 
‘And with the Hong Kong WinterFest 
incredible bonuses at great stores and restaurants 


to 
accredited by 


Economy Class air ticket on Cathay Pacific 


Roundtrip 
* 2 Nights hotel accommodation on ROOM ONLY basis 
* Roundtrip airport/hotel transfers by seat-in-coach 


che 


Cebu. For more details, contact your travel agent or 
IMS (stay MEDII ноти or rough sur general tals agent ARS at #2 


For more information about Hong Kong, please visit DiscoverHongKong.com 


"m 


Quality music 
instruments at 
affordable prices : 


BEHRINGER products have | 
been available for the past cou- 
ple of years through its distrib- 
utor; Joint Venture, under the 
direction of Joel Yabut. These 
products are also available at 
Yupangco stores. 1 

The Behringer-Yupangco cooperation | 
‘has just been officially launched and its 
products will be available in the Perfect. 
Pitch stores. 

‘One of the products is the Guitar 
‘Starter Pack, which costs P6,300. It con- 
tains an electric guitar, an amplifier with 
27 different sounds and accessories such 
‘as bell, carrying bag, cables and song | 
book. 

Founded by Uli Behringer in 1989, 
Behringer develops and manufactures 
technologically advanced products with 
exceptional value. Today, Behringer is a 
‘worldwide market leader and one of the 
fastest-growing audio companies. The 
Behringer Group of Companies distributes 
its products in over 120 countries It ranks 
No. 15 among the largest pro-audio com- 
panies inthe world. 

Uli Behringer has changed the pro au- 
dio industry. In the early "905 he recog- - 
nized the value and need to "play global- 
ly” by designing products in Germany 
while moving the sourcing and manufac- 
turing arm to China. 

Behringer further revolutionized the 
industry by offering previously high- 
priced professional equipment at con- 
sumer prices. He introduced the compa- : 
пуз success formula "Double-the- Fea- i 
tures-Half-the-Price." i 

Behringer was introduced to the 
world of music and electronies in his 
very early years. He later received а Mas- 
ters degree in Sound Engineering and is 
a classically trained pianist with a pas- 
sion for jazz. 


ili enhance the magnificent harbour view along 
Amazing Offers, your 
the Quality Tourism Services Scheme, 


holiday will be packed with | 


HONG 


Маайа% elite circle gathered at the Alabang Country Club recently for a weekend of 
family fan and equestrian excellence as the country's top bets and promising young riders 
vied for the first ever Globe Platinum Cup. A prestigious event highlighting the country’s 
show-jumping calendar, the Globe Platinum Cup is the only local competition that is of 
international standards. Designed by an international course designer, the courses.used 
international standard equipment as designated by Federation Equerstre International 
rules, Organized by Los Tamaraos Equestrian and Polo Center, the event was also а 
fundraiser for the Saint Rita Orphanage, an organization fostering care for less fortunate 
children., 

| Excitement was at fever pitch as the riders — consisting of scions of the country's 

privileged and powerful — took their places in'each of the show-jumping categories. 
Neophyte riders got a taste of competition as they vied for the Los Tamaraos 0.85 Meter 
Speed Class and 1.0 Meter Speed Class, while more experienced show-jumpers battled it 
out for the 1.10 and 1.20 Meter Speed Classes sponsored by Metro Magazine. World-class 
equestrienne and Globe Platinum endorser Toni Leviste romped off with the 1.2 Meter 
Speed Class trophy, while Mateo and Diego Lorenzo, sons of fellow Platinum endorser 
Martin Lorenzo, were victorious in the 1.0 and 1.1 Meter Speed Classes, respectively. 

Globe Platinum presented four of the highly anticipated showjumping events. Natalie 
[| Zani onboard Geronimo took first place at the 0.9 Meter Class, while Diego Lorenzo and 


Intrigue swept the 1.05 and 1.15 Meter Class divisions. But the most thrilling contest by 
far was the Globe Platinum 1.25 Meter Class. Fiercely fought ош by the country’s top 
ranked riders, the competition ended in a four-way tie between veterans Leviste on Globe 
Platinum Leap of Faith, Mikee Cojuangco Jaworski on Rustic Rouge and Luisita, Janine 
Орреп Santos on Drift, and promising young rider Joker Arroyo. 

Spectators were treated to exclusive activitics all throughout the two-day affair. Globe 
Platinum subscribers and their families were treated to complimentary pony rides and free 
access to the kiddie fun fair, which featured giant trampolines and the one-of-a-kind Titanic 
slide. Parents were delighted to sce their little boys and girls sashay down the ramp donning 
the latest outfits from Big & Small Co, Spin, and Orange Juice during a mini fashion show 
after the competition. 

“The clite equestrian scene matches the sophistication and cultivated sensi of 
Globe Platinum subscribers. Existing Globe subscribers with a minimum monthly usage 
of P4,000 (excluding taxes and adjustments) for the last twelve months and with good 
credit standing are qualified for Globe Platinum membership, as are new subscribers of 
а G-Plan or fully consumable G-Flex Plan at P5,000, P7,000, or P10,000. Special privileges 
include consumable roaming and IDD charges for all subscribers. Subscribe to Globe. ff 
Platinum now and gain exclusive access to sophisticated sporting events such as the Globe 
Platinum Cup. 


Friends, champion riders and Globe Platinum. 
 subseribors Toni Loviste and Mikeo Cojuanc 
[A Jaworski with thelr winning horses Globe Platinum 


Martin Lorenzo, leaps to victory onboard his trusty 
ith and Rustic Rougo. 


[3 Stood Buddy. 


Stylish kids model tho latest fashions from Spin, Tho Big & Small Co. and Orange Julce. 
PURO 


Ga s NE dn . 


Young kids onjoyed tho uniquo Titanic slido, freo 
for Globo Platinum subscribers and thelr famili: 


Dizon poses wih the winners: (fr LR, top) ie, 

on poses mens 

Marg Foll Mikos Jaworski, Jantho Santos, Wats 
Lorde, (LA Botton): Diego Lorenzo, Natalio Za 

‘Nikki Revitia, Jokor Arroyo, Alexis Cortos. 


"Trophios and modais for show]umping's finest. 
wee 
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New Esko 
Between, 
суди and 

pod 
eter 


ro 
ре Ca OE 
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Su MORGENSTERN 
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ANNERS for Moving Up; by Jullie Y. 
Daza. This updated edition retains the 
clarity and simplicity of dos and don'ts, 
tips and touches of humor that made the original t 
edition a bestseller endorsed by parents, teachers ¥ 
and lecturers. М 

Although the book was written for kids—the shy ones, especial- А 
1у—апф more kids (as in high school and college kids), professional *~ 
lecturers use it as a guide in their training workshops for new hires 
and those preparing to work abroad. 

Between You and I: A Little Book of Bad English, by James 
Cochrane. Includes George Orwell's famous essay "Politics and the En- 
glish Language.” This 
book is a nice surprise 
Decquse much of what 
ме usually think is 
‘bad! English is, it 
tums out, perfectly 
‘good. And vice-versa, 
as in phrases like the 
title, which sounds 
more learned than the 


For discounts, freebies, perks and fun. 


28 
& Ranameshi HAVANA] ABENSON 
House 2 ~. ЕЈ el 


me" but is, їп fact, in- 
correct. 

1,000 Places 
See Before You Die: 
A Traveler's Life List, 
by Patricia Schulz. 
This NY Times No. 1 
bestseller is a compi- 
lation of destinations gel 
on-and-off the beaten 
track from Europe, 


SANTA'S CORNER АТ 

THE ATRIUM LOUNGE 

Friday + December 24 + I2nn-Ipm. 
Барај = December 25 * Ipm-2pm. 
Sunday * December 26 * 1pm-2pm 
A CHRISTMAS ROOM 
PACKAGE FOR THE FAMILY 


VARIOUS CHORALES WILL 
CREATE THE HOLIDAY 
MOOD WITH THEIR 
CHRISTMAS CAROLS 

Friday * December 17 

‘The Philippine Airlines Chorale 
Saturday * December 18 


CAFÉ IN THE PARK 

OFFERS YOU SPECIAL 
BUFFET ON CHRISTMAS EVE 
& CHRISTMAS DAY 

‘Adult Р £25+4)person, 

идео below Ai in height: P 425 


Africa and the Middle 
East to Asia, Aus- 
tralia, New Zealand 
and the Pacific Is- 
lands to the US, Cana- 


The St. 


heresa’s College Chorale 


Thursday * December 20 


The La Salle Greenhills’ Kundirana. 
Tuesdsy* December 21 
‘The University of the East Chorale 


Wednesda 


lay = December 22 


The Dynamic Youth Chorale 


LIKE NO OTHER! 
Scy for rwo nights in our Junior Suites © 
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da, Latin America, 

The Carribean, Ba- 

hamas and Bermuda. 

Quite expectedly, the 

Banaue Rice Terraces, 

Taal Volano and 

Amanpulo merited 

mentions. оске Y 

When Presidents TAN 

Lie, A History of Of- 
ficial Deception and 
Its Consequences, 
by journalist and his- 
torian Eric Alterman. 
Examines four im- 
portant presidential 
lies relating to mat- 
ters of war ond 
peace. The Yalta Con- 
ference, the Cuban 
Missile. Crisis, the 
Gulf of Tonkin inci 
dent, and the Central 
America wars of the 
1980s represent un- 
happy turning points 
їп American history 
and the misrepresen- 
tations made about 
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ur true love, 
a gift that lasts long after the 
12 days of Christmas. 
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They remember him 


T 
ву Linda B. Bolido 


N LIFE, Blas Е Ople had been a 
journalist, a politician, public 
servant. He rose from humble 
origins in Hagonoy, Bulacan to be- 
come a Cabinet member, a senator, 
the first Filipino president of the 
International Labor Conference 
and many other things in between. 

Everything he had been in the past con- 
verge in the book "As We Remember Him”, а 
collection of reminiscences by people he got 
to know in his various pursuits, The book was 
launched on Dec. 14 to mark the first death 
anniversary of Ople, who died on a plane 
while en route from Japan to Bahrain for a 
conference. The longest-serving labor secre- 
tary was then back in the Cabinet having giv- 
еп up his seat in the Senate to accept Presi- 
dent Gloria Macapagal Arroyo's offer to be- 
come her foreign affairs secretary. 

Family, headed by his widow Susana Ople; 
friends and former colleagues gathered at 
Ople's tomb at the Libingan ng mga Bayani in 
Makati City for a morning Mass and the 
launching of the book, a project initiated by 
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COMMEMORATIVE stamp honoring Ople 


daughter Susan Ople, currently labor under- 
secretary. 

Edited by journalists Fred de la Rosa and 
Alfredo G. Rosario, who both served in the 
Ople-headed Department of Labor and Em- 
ployment; and with a cover designed by old 
friend Mauro Malang Santos, "As We Remem- 
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SUSANA V. Opie; widow of Blas F. Ople, thanks 
the board of the Philippine Postal Corporation (ог 
issuing a commemorative stamp honoring the 


late foreign affairs secretary, 


‘Woman of Tammuz’ 
and new edition of Sorsogon 


ber Him,” is a virtual gallery of who's who in 
media, government and polities. 

The venerable Carmen “Chitang” Guerrero 
Nakpil talks about “Му Rich Uncle,” her for- 
mer colleague in the old Roces-owned Ma 
Times group. But the gifts she received so 
generously from him "were mostly books. 
inscribed in his own fine handwriting, fow- 
ing with felicitous phrases.” 

Palanca award-winning short story writer 
Rony М Diaz, board chair of the new Manila 
Times and who became the first director gen- 
eral of the National Manpower and Youth 
Council (now Technology and Skills Develop- 
ment Authority or TESDA), recalls that on his 
first meeting with the young Ople, the Bu- 
lakefio was soliciting signatures for a petition 
on behalf of tenant farmers of his province. “It 
(the petition) was an eloquent plea on behalf 
of all landless farmers not only in Bulacan, 
but all over Central Luzon,” Diaz said. At the 
time, both he and Ople were on their way го 
Baguio for a conference of the College Editors 
Guild. 

Former Supreme Court Justice Cecilia 
Mufioz Palma, who was president of the 1986 
Constitutional Commission, recalls how, 
when she was being personally maligned in 
media, to the extent of being called tanga, 
“No one came to my defense except my for- 
mer (Constitutional) Commissioner Blas 
Ople, (then) Senate president pro tempore.” 
In a public statement, Munoz-Palma says 
Ople, in tones that must have resonated in all 
corners, urged the person attacking her “to 
publicly apologize... for his derogatory re- 
mark... 1 don't know of any Filipino woman 
more deserving of respect than (her). To de- 
mean her is almost like profaning an alt 

Italian Ambassador Umberto Colesanti, 
who was president of the European Union in 
Manila when Ople was foreign affairs secre- 
tary, remembers, “To his efficiency, (he) 
added a great culture and a deep interest in 
European and Italian affairs in particular, 
ranging from the conservation of works of art 
to the casting of ballots by Italians abroad.” 

President Arroyo calls him the Father of 
Overseas Employment and the Filipino 


ARTIST! Malang, an 
old friend of Ople, 
did the cover design 
ofthe 
commemorative 
book. 

Family and 
friends 
marked 
Ople’s first 
death 
anniversary 
with the 


launch ofa 


studies journal launched 


“WOMEN of Tammuz” completes A. б. Uran- 
таз tetralogy of novels, "Chronicles of the 
Changing Seasons,” which is a creative rendi- 
tion of the events of the last hundred years of 
the Philippine struggle to be free, to be truly 
independent, and to live in the dignity and 
self-respect. 

‘The novel, along with the newest edition of 
“Sarabihon, A Journal of Sorsogon Studies,” 
was launched recently. 

“Women of Tammuz” is part of that broad 
fictional panorama recreated in Uranza's four 
novels through the eyes and heart of wo fam- 
ilies, showing with bold colorful strokes the 
most significant and perhaps the most tragic 
moments of our history. 

Chronologically, "Women of Tammuz” is 
the second book of the saga, and with this 
novel, the four significant periods of our re- 
cent history are finally completely etched in 
their clearest details: the Philippine Revolu- 
tion and the Philippine-American War in ‘A 
Passing Season”; the horrors of war and the 
Japanese Occupation in "Women of Tam- 
muz"; the evils and cruelty of a dictatorship in 
"Bamboo in the Wind"; and in "Feast of the In; 
nocents"—the time of freedom and democra- 
cy—what we did with this great opportunity 
to make ourselves a people proud of its in- 
tegrity and freedom. 

‘The novel is available at Bookmark, The 
Filipino Bookstore, National Bookstore and 
Books for Less. 

"Sarabihon" is published by the Sorsogon 
Heritage Society Inc. Call 3730814. 
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INQUIRER founding chair and National Artist Alejandro Roces toast the new novel of Azucena б. Uranza (left). 
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Statesman of the 21st century, who “epito- 
mized, most of all, the brave, honest and sin- 
cere public servant who deservedly rests with 
our heroes." 

Other contributors to "As We Remember, 
Him" include National Artist Virgilio Almario; 
former Foreign Affairs Secretaries Delia 
Domingo Albert and Domingo Siazon, Jr; 
publishers Napoleon Rama and Antonio L. 
Cabangon Chua; Supreme Court Chief Justice. 
Hilario Davide, Jr.; Vice President Noli de Cas- 
iro; Senate President Franklin М. Drilon; 
writers Juan Т. Gatbonton and Yen Makaben- 
ta; former Labor Secretary Bienvenido 
Laguesma; former senators Ernesto Herrera 
and Orlando Mercado; Senator Ramon 
Magsaysay, Jr; former labor leaders Juan Tan 
and Democrito Mendoza; former journalist 
now Ambassador to Israel Antonio Modena; 
Foreign Affairs Secretary Alberto Romulo; 
and Labor and Employment Secretary Patricia 
Santo Tomas. 


Inspirational 
book provides 
‘comfort’ 


AUTHOR Nelson Dy refreshes us 
with dewdrops of comfort from 
the Bible in “Finding Comfort,” 
He tackles common basic hu- 
man problems that often make 
up “the dark night of the soul”: 

waiting, suffering, unhappi- 

ness, bitterness, doubt, even 

guilt. 

Dy gives a set of touching vignettes: a 
woman trapped in a loveless marriage; a 
man spending the prime of his life at a 
desert in selfexile; a powerful man kept 
from fulfilling his greatest ambition; a bit- 
ter criminal at the end of his rope, and 


more people who met God during their 
hour of need. 

“Finding Comfort" is available at Bread 
from Heaven Community, National Book 
Store, Powerbooks Live! in Greenbelt 4 and 
Philippine Christian Book Store. 


NCCA playwriting 
contest. on corruption 


THE NCCA is accepting entries to Timpalak 
‘Teatro Bulawan 2004, a one-act play writing 
contest with “Anti-corruption” аз its theme. 
This project is part of the NCCA's continuing 
efforts to promote Philippine culture and arts, 
in line with President Macapagal-Arroyo's 
policy of fostering culture and arts education 
in fighting poverty and corruption. 

According to Cecile Guidote-Alvarez, NC- 
CA executive director and presidential advis- 
er on culture, entries should tackle the need 
for social and cultural reform to change deep- 
rooted attitudes and habits that breed corrup- 
tion; the formation of a culture of honesty, 
truth, transparency, and accountability; the 
cultivation of values and virtues to counter 
corrupt lifestyles; and the need for outstand- 
ing examples of true public service. 

Entries should be original compositions in 
Filipino, with a running time of around 30 to 
45 minutes. Only опе entry per contestant is 


allowed. 

Contestants should submit four copies of 
their entry with a synopsis and cast of charac- 
ters, typewritten or computerized, double- 
spaced on regular (8.5 x 11 inches) bond ра- 
per with 1-inch margins on all sides, If com- 
uterized, the entry should be in pt. 12 Arial 
or Times New Roman font, Each copy should 
only be marked with the author's pen name. 

The contestant should include a sealed en- 
velope with a paper containing his real name, 
address, telephone number, biodata, and the 
entry title. The outside of the envelope should 
be marked with the title and the contestants 
pen name only. 

Send ко the NCCA Timpalak Teatro Bulawan, 
National Commission for Culture and the Ans, 
633 Gen. Luna Sz. Intramuros, Manila. 

The top four scripts will each receive a cash 
prize of P25,000 less withholding tax. The 
Geadlineis Jan. 3,2005. 


Books to give . . . sses 


gies for Surviving and Thriving at the Office, 
Бу О magazine columnist Julie Morgenstem. 
Features eompetencies and easy-read tips need- 
ed in the world of work, from work-life balance 
to developing an entrepreneurial mindset, from 
mastering the art of delegation to leveraging 
your value. 

The South Beach Diet Cookbook, by 
Arthur Agatson, MD. A companion book to 
the bestselling South Beach Diet, this book 
serves up to more than 200 recipes for great 
food that’s good for you. Flavorful but 


healthy dishes include Oatmeal pancakes, 
Buttermilk Salmon chowder, Thai vegetable 
stir fry, chocolate pie with crispy peanut 
butter crust. 

‘The 8th Habit; From Effectiveness to 
Greatness, by Stephen R. Covey, author of 
the No. 1 bestselling The 7 Habits of Highly 
Effective People. It takes you to the next level 
where you can “inspire others." Comes with a 
CD of 16 inspirational companion films. 


All available at National Book Stores, 
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en's skin, eye, lips, 
hair and more. From 
basic information to 
in-depth Q & Аз, this 
book offers answers 
to all fundamental 
beauty questions. It 
also demystifies the 
secrets of profession- 
als and shows tat 
every girl is qualified 
fobegorgeous. . 

"Getting Ġor- 
genus" shows that 
fashion makeovers 
and product testing 
shouldn't be tacky or 
disastrous at all. 

This book helps 
both Plain Janes and 
glam giris discover 
бег most faterng 
looks with advice and 
tried and-tested meth- 
ods from the beauty 
expers that helped 
Hollywood stars 
achieve greatness. 

"Getting • Gor- 
geous" is also filled 
with famous faces, il- 
lustrated charts and 
step-by-step makeup 
application tech- E i 
niques for every face x 3 Ми. за i 
shape and type. b £ РТО 

"The book also fea- i Р = z t 
tures In Style’s choice а 
of both the new and 
the classic beauty волки» нузи они GHEN РЕ, ени“ AS WORD, ВЕТЕР а AG -SI Y Cla E OR + S OTY RUN. Б AL SCY BPE OUTST ЗА ESA 
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LOS ANGELES—Hilary Swank showed signs 
coming one of those actresses who wins 
‘ait Academy Award then fades into a succes- 
sion of forgettable roles. But with Clint East- 
woods splendid “Million Dollar Baby,” she 
miakes a comeback worthy of Muhammad Ali, 
playing a woman hoping to tise above her 
hard-knock life by training as a boxer, 

Barely a year after the release of "Mystic 
River,” Eastwood delivers a second consecu- 
tive drama that fearlessly probes the shadows 
of human morality without falling back on 
eásy answers. 

Along with Swank, who won a best-actress 
Oscar for "Boys Don't Cry" Eastwood is receiv- 
ing serious awards consideration as both lead 
actor and director. The flm itself should follow. 
“Mystic River” as a best-picture contender, and 
co-star Morgan Freeman belongs among the 
front-runners for supporting actor. 


Crackling dialogue 

‘Adapted from short stories by former boxing 
“cut man” EX. Toole, the screenplay by Paul 
Haggis crackles with tough-guy dialogue and 
insightful street wisdom. 

Eastwood plays lovably irascible gym owner 
and boxing trainer Frankie Dunn, a guilt-ridden 
man with an estranged daughter and a host of 
personal sins for which he cannot find atone- 
ment, despite attending Mass each moming. 

Frankie's gym attracts hard-luck cases, in- 
cluding ex-fighter Eddie "Serap-Iron” Dupris 
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should be a strong 
best-picture contender 


(Freeman)—Scrap for short—who makes an 
ascetic home in the gym back room and fills а 
variety of roles from cleaning toilets to mentor- 
ing up-and-coming athletes. 

Aftera fighter Frankie has groomed fora title 
shot jumps ship го another manager, a new con- 
tender enters his life, Maggie Fitzgerald 
(Swank). A waitress with a harsh upbringing 
behind her and nothing but a lifetime of bad 
tips ahead, Maggie tums to boxing, the only 
thing she ever felt good doing. 

Frankie initially scoms her desire to f 
saying the 30-something Maggie is too old 
train and that competitive boxing among wom- 
enisa fad, the “latest freak show out there." 


Exuberant half 

Scrap takes pity on Maggie and tosses her 
some nuggets of advice. And gradually, Frankie 
is sucked in, too, first by exacerbation over Mag- 
gies coarse boxing form, later by her in- 
domitable high spirits and tenacity, which come 
packaged with a natural ability to punch oppo- 
ments lights out. 

Maggie's transition from clumsy combatant 
to potential champion is abrupt but easy 
enough to accept given the exuberance of the 


back wo 
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film's second act, when she and Frankie fall into 
а delightful surrogate father daughter relation- 
ship and she becomes the darling of fight 
crowds. 

Just when it seems the film will wrap ùp as a 
satisfying "Rocky"-lie chick flick, "Million Dol- 
lar Baby” tums deep and dark, presenting a 
harsh ethical dilemma that coaxes potently raw 
performances from Eastwood and Swank. 

Eastwood and Freeman fall back into the 
same easy camaraderie they demonstrated in 
the director's dark Western, “Unforgiven.” Free- 
man's voice-overs, delivered with austere de- 
tachment, serve as an emotional anchor and 
nicely complement the action. 


Forlorn score 

The score by Eastwood, with orchestration 
by his longtime collaborator Lennie Niehaus, 
provides a suitably forlor musical backdrop 
reminiscent of the sparse tones of “Unforgiven.” 

"The closing image—in its equivocal tone, at 
least—also harks back to the uncertain ending 
of that great Western. 

For the decade or so between “Unforgiven” 
and “Mystic River” Eastwood mostly made 
commonplace movies. At 74, Eastwood has hit 
a late-career stride. With nothing to prove to 
anyone, he's willing to tackle ambivalent char- 
acters and bleak moral questions rarely seen in 
Hollywood films. 

"Million Dollar Baby" а Warner Bros. release, 
runs 132 minutes 


Елтай pr_entertainment@inguirer.com.ph 
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Editor Louie C. Camino 
Assistant Editor Emmie G. Velarde 


SWANK teams up with fellow Oscar winner Clint Eastwood in this 


AP serious movie. 


NEW YORK—Quick show of hands: 
Who wants to see Kevin Spacey singing 
and dancing for two hours as Bobby 
Darin? 

Come on, people, he looks and 
sounds just like him! 

Well, Kevin Spacey wanted to see 
Kevin Spacey as Bobby Darin. That 
‘seems to be the entire point of “Beyond 
the Sea,” in which he plays the crooner 
from his rise to music and movie popu- 
larity in the °60s, through his turn as a 
folk singer during the Vietnam War, and 
up to his death following open-heart 

1 surgery in 1973. 

Spacey told The Associated Press 

t earlier this year: “This wasn’t about an 
actors ego, wanting to get my rocks 

| offby singing in a movie." But by func- 
tioning as director, co-writer and star, 

he's created a film that feels unshak- 
ably like a vanity project. 
You have to admire Spacey for his en- 


thusiasm, though, and for sharing the 
same unflappable sense of determina- 
tion to get the film made as the charac- 
ter he's playing in the film itself. 


Soundslike... 


And he's at least trying to do some- 


thing different with the biopic structure 
—though it’s strangely similar to the 
similarly painful Cole Porter movie, 
“De-Lovely,” which must have been a 
coincidence because they came out dur- 
ing the same year. 


Asin that earlier film, in which a dy- 


ing Porter sits in a theater and watches 
his story unfurl onstage with an 
Archangel Gabriel figure next to him, 
"Beyond the Sea" begins with Darin 
making а fictional movie about his 
life, with a child version of himself 
(William 
through the highlights. 

The structure is incredibly clunky, re- 


Ullrich) guiding Мт 


HE'S A little too old for the role, but 
Kevin Spacey doesn't care. 


peatedly drawing attention to itself and 
away from the key events in Darin's life 
we're supposed to care about. And 
Young Bobby shows up at really obvious 
emotional times (when Darin's mother 
dies, for example) as if we couldn't fig- 
ure out for ourselves that these are the 
‘moments in which an adult feels like a 
scared, confused child. 

Bobby's mother (Brenda Blethyn, do- 
ing a heavy Noo Yawk accent) was the 
опе who pushed him into show busi- 
ness in the first place. Stricken with 
rheumatic fever asa child, he wasn't ex- 
pected to live past 15, but his love of 
performing songs like "Mack the Knife" 
and the film's title tune somehow kept tor. 


him alive until 37. 


A little creepy 


But Spacey, the "American Beauty" 
star, is 45 and looks it—a fact he ac- 
knowledges in the film early on by hav- 


For Bobby Darin devotees only 


ing раѓа brother-in-law — (Bob 
Hoskins, wasted in a supporting role) 
bark, "Irsa self-portrait on film! He was 
born to play the part and you damn well 
know it!” 

His age becomes insurmountable, 
though, when Darin starts wooing 16- 
year-old Sandra Dee (the sunny Kate 
Bosworth) on the set of a movie they 
made together. in real life, Darin was 
eight years older than Dee. Also in real 
life, Spacey is 24 years older than 
Bosworth, which is more than a little 
creepy and makes their romantic 
scenes together nearly unbearable to 
watch, except for the train-wreck fac- 


Clearly "Beyond the Sea” is for Darin 
devotees only, who will not only ignore 
this and other eviscerating reviews, but 
they'll probably already have seen 
Spacey on tour with a 19-piece big 
band, singing Darin’s songslive. АР 


CELEBRITIES took time out to add to the 
Christmas cheer even as they revealed their 
artistic side. They created Christmas cards, 
which will be given to Filipino workers on 
board the Star Cruise ships who will be away 
from home on Christmas. 

The cards and their designs were just as col- 
orful and as varied as the people who made 
them. 

Award-winning actor Christopher de Leon 
drew a beautiful pencil sketch of local banga or 
clay jars. 

Fashion design genius Rajo Laurel showed 
that fashion is indeed his fore. His card has a 
irl in a glamorous gown holding out a gif. 

The сага by Raphael Fernandez has the line 

Home is Just Over the Horizon” written under 
а marking pen sketch of a sunset on the ho 
zon. 

‘Actor and model Luke Jickain has a cure for 
homesickness—a scene from Edsa/Kamuning 
on the cover of his card. 

Christmas trees are popular with drop-dead 
gorgeous model Francis Ricafort, brothers (and 
sons of photographer Patrick Uy) Timothy and 
Christopher Uy, StarSruck winner Yasmien 
Kurdi, and Gabriel de Leon. 

Other symbols of Christmas аге TV host 
Phoemela Barranda’s wreath; Sandy Ando- 
longs parol hanging in a nipa hut; model Bub- 
bles Paraiso's snowman; Renz Fernandez's San- 
ta, and Christmas ribbons by Evelyn Uy and Е 
senses Toni Abad. 

Unusual are actor Ton-Ton Gutierrezs ship 
(inspired by Star Cruises), his actress wife Gly- 
del Mercado's living-room scene, and talent 
manager Lolit Solis flower. 

Slogans are also popular. From the bad- 
minton trio: Luz Siguion-Reyna asks, “Have 


(Naaru: 


you been naughty or nice?" on her card; Rina 
Aguilar says, “Give love on Xmas Day!,” and 
Carol Francisco wishes everyone "Peace, 
Love, Joy" 

Celebrity husband-and-wife Rudy Fernandez 
and Loma Tolentino have cards with the same 
message: "May Christmas bring you warmth 
and cheer, and leave its brightness all next 


Color also rules. Model couple Raya Manan- 


quil and Corey Wills both have colorful cards, 
his featuring a funny beach scene, and hers a 
happy dog in a Santa hat. 
Former beauty queen Gem Padilla has pastel 
renditions of starry Christmas nights. Tall, dark 
and handsome model Zanjoe Marrudo 
has multicolored patterns on his. 
Endorsers of leading American 
watch brand Timex—actress Clau- 
dine Baretto, actor/singer Paolo Pas- 
cual and hunky Australian TV host 
Mare Nelson—also made cards of 
Җ their own. These, too, will be sent to 
МА ihe Filipino crew on board Star 
Cruises ships. 
‘Timex will help send and dis- 
R tribute the cards. Timex also cele- 
ЧЫЙ brates its 150th year of precision 
watchmaking this year and this is 
its way of reaching out during the 
holidays. 
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It's time to watch the year’s 
most excellent films! 


Catch the most awaited annual x 
event in local film industry! Ж 
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U2 in Rock and Roll Hall of Fame 


LOS ANGELES—They may јо 
Бе the world’s biggest bard, and 
Irish rockers U2 will add angher ac- 
solade to their sheaf of honors by 
Joining the legends in the Rock and 
Roll Hall of Fame next year, organiz- 
ers have announced. 

"The Pretenders, soul veterans Per- 
су Sledge and the O'Jay, aad blues 
guitarist Buddy Guy will ако be in- 
ducted at the 20th annual ceremony, 
culminating with an all-star jam, in 
‘New York on March 14, the Rock and 
Roll Hall of Fame Foundation said. 

Nominees, who must have а 25- 
year recording history, are chosen by 
а group of music industry insiders. 
Most worthy acts have already been 
inducted, although some observers 
have criticized the absence of such 
influential groups as the Sex Pistols, 
Black Sabbath and Lynyrd Skynyrd. 

U2 and the Pretenders both 
formed in the aftermath of the punk 
rock explosion of the late 1970s, 
while the O'Jays started out in 1958 
and dominated the 1970s soul scene 
with such hits as "Love Train" and “I 
Love Music (Part 1)." Sledge scored 
his biggest hit, "When a Man Loves А 
Woman" in 1966, while Guy has kept. 


DAILY TV 


‘THE FAMOUS Irish band 


the Chicago blues sound alive since 
the late 19605. 

The honor for U2 will come short- 
ly after it begins a world tour in Flori- 
da on March 1, 2005. The band re- 
cently released its heavily promoted 
album, "How to Dismantle an Atomic 
Bomb, which topped the charts 
around the world and garnered three. 
Grammy nominations last week. 

U2, founded in 1978 in Dublin, 
quickly made a name for itself with 
strident, politically nuanced songs 
such as “Sunday Bloody Sunday.” 


The band hit its stride with its 1987 
album, "The Joshua Тие,” which 
won the Grammy for album of the 
year, Subsequent tours and albums 
have become big events, although 
lead singer Bono has still found time 
to lobby on behalf of various causes, 
including reducing third world débr. 
125 lineup, unchanged through 
the years, is rounded out by guitarist 
‘The Edge (born Dave Evans), drum- 
mer Larry Mullen Jr. and bass player 
Adam Clayton, all of whom continue. 
to reside in Ireland. Reuters 


The Philippine Daily Inquirer and ClicktheCity.com provide readers with daily schedules of their favorite television 
shows. Shown during the contract signing for INquinen TV Guide, published in the Entertainment/Sports Section are 
(from left): PDI's Gary Libby and Imee Alcantara, ClicktheCity GM Raul Calalang Jr Inquirer SVP David O. Valdes, 
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Bodega 
City 
marks 
25th year 


“CHRISTMAS 
Love," a concert 
featuring singer, ac- 
tress and broadcast- 
erJuvy de Guzman, 
ushered in a week 
of holiday parties 
and shows to cele- 
brate Bodega City's 
25th anniversary. 
Juvy de Guzman 
is the host of "Let's 
Talk on the Air," on 
dzXQ. Her guests 
last night were Paul 
"Toledo, Bert Do- 
minic, Fiona 
Samadan, Honey 
Blanca, The Psy- 
chopatics, Dyndel 
Garanto, and the 
Point Guys. 
Tonight, loyal 
Bodega patrons will 
be treated to a re- 
staging of "Here 
Come the Three 
Reinders,” featur- 
ing Bobby, Joey, and 
Wally, former | 
singer-mainstay$ of 
the club, which 
used to be known аз 
Bodega Folkhous 
Ballroom dancé 
enthusiasts will : 
have the place fora. 
playroom tomor- 
row night, with 
“The Ding Malazá 
Band Merry Go- ; 
Round," a musical 
special. Е 
On Thursday, the 
стома goes native 
with "Pasko na ра, 
Ninang, Pasko na. 
po, Ninong.” This is 
a Christmas carol 
show with big raffle 
prizes, At stake isa 
free weekend for 
twoat the Hundred 
Islands Resort Ho- 
telin Alaminos, 
Pangasinan, 
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Slow day for celeb guitar auction N 635-5555 


NEW YORK—A guitar owned and Richardsin the mid 19605, wasesti- winning bid for the Best Picture Os- А FOR ALL BRANCHES 
‘played by the late Beatle George Har- mated to fetch $400,000 but failed car awarded to the movie “How 
{son sold for $567,500 Friday at an to sell. Green Was My Valley.” which fa- 
‘auction of entertainment memorabil- Another lot that did not manage mously beat out “Citizen Kane” in 
ja which saw some other prize lots fail to make its reserve price was Elvis 1941. AFP 
'to make their reserve price. Presleys US Army trench- 
Harrison's rare Gibson SG guitar coat, valued at $15,000. 
‘appeared in two Beatles movies, Тһе auction comprised а б я ^ 
was used by Harrison on the "Re- total of 400 lots, including F; e www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 
olver" album, and played by John more than 70 items of Beat- ener 
‘Lennon during the "White Album" les memorabilia. 
DOR 1969. Childhood paraphernalia 1 ЕТОЈВЕ GUIDE MOVIESISCHEDULES/PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 
"The price exceeded the high est included a Britney Spears’ КУСУР ГЕТЕ 
sate af $800,000 set by Cristie's book report from the 1980s [M САТЕМЈАУ СТНЕРСЕХ 10 - * METRO MANILA CINEMAS • 
“auction house in New York, but was which sold for $1,912, al- MOVIE-GOING LIKE NO OTHER 
‘still far short of the guitar record most double its pre-sale es- скы ДВ 
in June, when Eric Clapton's timate, and a Jimi Hendrix ges nDO Й 8329115716 
ized Stratocaster “Blackie” sold Junior High School Year- 
$959,500. book from 1961 that went ЕИ LEVEL 4, CATEWAY MALL 1 ALEXANDER * THX 6 NATIONAL TREASURE 
i Another highlight of the for $597. NOW OPEN! 130 390 630 1000 1100 145 430 746 1000 


‘Christie's sale, а 1959 Gibson gui- Away from the music 
tar used by Rolling Stone Keith world, $95,600 was the 4 HAROLD AND KUMAR {Ы 2 HAROLD AND KUMAR 7 SHREK 2 
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By Armin Adina 


Miss RP 
World 
Maria 
Karla 
Bautista is 


HILE the country was 

battling waves of tragedy 

from four successive ty- 
phoons, a Filipina was making 
waves in Sanya, China, in the 
world of beauty pageants. 

Binibining Pilipinas-World Maria Karla 
Bautista capped her year of victory on Dec. 4 
with a Top 5 finish in Miss World 2004. Being 
the highest ranked Asian in the pageant, she 
was also proclaimed Asia and Oceania’s 
Queen of Beauty the same award Ruffa 
Gutierrez received when the actress finished 
third in the same pageant in 1993. 

Karla has given the country a three-year fi 
пайк placement in the widest and oldest in- 
ternational pageant in the world. Katherine 
Manalo was in the final 10 in 2002, while 
Mafae Yunon was in the Top 5 last year. 

“I hope that amidst all the calamity, 1 have 
given Filipinos a reason to smile,” Karla told 
the media upon her arrival last Monday. 

Karla went to China last month, fully 
aware of the hard work ahead. But she also 
knew that her countrymen would not let her 
down. "I wouldn't have made it this far with- 
‘out your help,” she told her kababayan. "Re- 
ceiving flowers, calls, and text messages 
made me feel happy.” 


to be the 
ultimate 


“beauty 
witha 


purpose” 


The winners 

For the first time in the pageant's 54-year 
history, this year's winner was selected by 
public voting. Telephone, SMS and on- 
line votes from over 100 countries 
were tabulated to determine the win- 
ner. Peru's Maria Julia Mantilla Gar- 
cia beat 106 other contestants for 
the title. She was also The Americ- 
аў Queen of Beauty. 

Claudia Cruz of the Domini- 
can Republic ranked second 
and was The Caribbean's " 
Queen of Beauty. United 
States’ Nancy Randall, win- 
mer of the “fast-track” 

Beach Beauty competition, 
placed third. Completing 
the Top 5 is Poland's Katrzyna 
Borowicz, Europe's Queen of 
Beauty. 

For the voting, a point system was 
implemented by the pageant organiz- 
ers. Instead of getting the total number 
votes for each delegate, points were al- 
located for each country’s 10 highest 
vote-getters. The highest ranked dele- 


Will Pamela get Chinese nod? 


determined 


example of 


gate in a country received 10 points, while 
the second got 9 points, and so on. 

‘The five delegates who won in the fast- 
track events received an additional 25 points 
and automatically landed in the Top 15. 
Aside from Nancy: the other fast-track win- 
ners were Wales’ Amy Guy as Miss Sports and 
Fitness; Mexico's Yessica Ramirez, Top Fash- 
ion Model; Shermain Jeremy of Antigua, 
Miss Talent; and Australia's Sarah Davies, 
Contestants’ Choice, voted by the delegates. 

‘Completing the Top 15 were Jin Yang of 
the People’s Republic of China, Jana 
Dolezevola of Czech Republic, Russia's Ta- 
Чапа Sidorchuk, Trinidad and Tobago's Ken- 
isha Thom, Nguyen Thi Huyen of Vietnam, 
and Nigeria's Anita Uwagbale, who was also 
proclaimed Africa's Queen of Beauty. 


Eye on the crown 

‘Asked who she thought would win, Karla 
replied: “I came го the contest with the hope 
that I would be the winner. 1 knew someone 
was going to win and 1 hoped it would be 
me." But she said she was happy with Peru's 
victory. “She's pretty and smart, she'd make a 
great Miss World.’ 

When Karla placed fourth in the Beach 
Beauty competition, she felt that greater 
things were coming her way. This was the 
general feeling in her group, which included 

four more Asians. The delegates were di- 

vided in eight groups and Капа be 
longed to Group3. 

Karla confessed that the girls 
hoped she would represent the 
continent in the Top 15. And she. 
also has kind words for her 
“neighbors.” Thailand, her 
roommate, was “very nice.” 
Korea was “cute and funny, 
like our youngest sister in the 
À group." She grew fondest of 
the two girls, as well as Miss 

Hong Kong. 

‘She was not able to inter- 
act much with the girls 
from other groups bur she 
did not mind that, she 
said, because she "im- 
mensely" enjoyed the com- 
рапу of her own. Group 3 
even held a pajama party 

after her outstanding place- 
ment in the Beach Beauty con- 
test. And when Karla was called 
in the Top 5, her group frantically 
cheered backstage, prompting 
their chaperones to ask them to 
pipe down. 


‘E-mail pr_entertaiement@inquirer.com.ph 


“1 HOPE to help abused women а а lawyer.” 


у group was laid back, not competitive at 
all. We were just out to enjoy everything that 
happened,” Karla said. 


Talented, too 

Karla also made an impression in the tal- 
ent competition. Out of the more than 80 
women who auditioned, she was among the 
20 who were asked to perform during the tal- 
ent ceremonies. Karla recited a poem that 
she had written herself. 

International news caught pieces of Kar- 
la's mind in two press conferences. She was 
selected by pageant officials to speak in two 
engagements—the AIDS Day conference and 
the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation. The 
latter turned out to be an occasion to defend 
the pageant when international reporters 
asked why she and the other girls participat- 
ed ina contest where they were made "to dis 
play their bodies.” 

“I was told of the speaking engagements 
only five minutes prior,” Karla recounted, 
laughing 

After the pageant, Karla hopes to use her 
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victory to help typhoon victims. “Maybe 1 
could invite people to donate money and 
goods. 1 will use my title to live out Miss 
World's principle, ‘beauty with a purpose.” 


Looking at law 

‘And when her reign ends in February next 
year, Karla will resume her studies at the Uni- 
versity ofthe Philippines in Diliman. She маз 
a sophomore Mass Communications coed їп 
UP Cebu when she joined the local pageant 
last March. Then she hopes to pursue a ca- 
reer in broadcasting "so 1 can save up for a 
good law school.” 

“I hope to help abused women as a 
lawyer,” she said. “Ie disheartens me that in 
this modern age, women are still being mal. 
treated, and they still think they deserve it. 
She also wishes to defend poor people who 
are "deprived of justice just because they 
can't afford good lawyers." 

For now, Karla is bent on living the last 
months of her reign as a true beauty queen, 
one who puts a smile on her countrymen's 
face, just by being around. 


BEIJING—A semi-naked Pamela = 


Anderson will beckon from Chinese 
billboards in а new anti-fur cam- 
paign—if the former “Baywatch” 
‘star can get past the censors. 

+ The posters, featuring the slogan 
"Give fur the cold shoulder" in En- 
glish, show the Canadian-born ac- 
tress topless with her back to the 
‘camera and an arm partly hiding 
her right breast. 

An image of falling snow appears 
above Chinese characters reading 
“Cold shoulders are nothing com- 
pared to the cold they feel,” and 
"Please don't wear fur.” 

Chinas straightlaced media 
regulators have yet to give the 
posters a green light, said Jason 
Baker, а Hong Kong-based 
spokesman for People for the Ethi- 
cal Treatment of Animals, or PE- 
ТА, which is promoting the anti- 
für campaign. 

“Depending on the censors, they 
тау be concerned about it, but it's 
very tastefully done,” Baker said. 

“We may end up having to crop 
(the photo) a bit." 


Тоо much sex 

Chinese officials last week com- 
plained advertisers were using too 
much sexual innuendo and an- 
nounced stricter screening rules for 
television ads. 

‘According to PETA, China was 
the origin of 40 percent of all Amer- 
ican fur imports in 2000. 

"Tm perfectly happy to bare my 
skin if it will help save animals 
skins," Anderson was quoted as 
saying in the statement. 

PETA also plans to post the An- 
derson pictures in tropical Singa- 
pore, whose consumers it said are. 
being increasingly targeted by the. 
fur industry. 

Anderson, now a columnist for 
Jane magazine, is best known for 
her role in "Baywatch" and was for- 
merly married to Motley Crue 
drummer Tommy Lee. She has been 
a longtime PETA and animal rights 
supporter. АР 
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Sharon Stone: Did 
she or didn’t she? 


ANGELES—Actress 
Sharon Stone claims a Beverly 
Hills doctor slandered and li- 
beled her by allegedly telling 
magazines that he performed 
cosmetic surgery on her fa- 


The lawsuit cites articles in 
US Weekly and In Touch maga- 
zines that raise the question of 
whether Stone had а face-lift 
and suggest it was done by 
plastic surgeon Dr. Renato Cal- 


Instinet” 
maintains that such allegations 
damaged her reputation and 
hurt her ability to find work. 
She seeks unspecified damages 
in the lawsuit, filed Monday in 


Neither of the articles cites 
Calabria as saying he per- 


Arturi Barens, a lawyer for 
Calabria, called the lawsuit 
“not well thought out,” and , 
said, “Dr. Calabria has never 
told anyone that he has (per- 
formed) surgery on Sharon 


Stone alleges that Calabria 
or his associates contacred the 
magazines and that such state- 
ments tended to expose her "to 
shame and ridicule, and dis- 
courage others in the film in- 
dustry from association ... or 
dealing with (her)." 

"Sharon Stone has a reputa- 
Чоп for her natural beauty and 
glamour” according to the 
lawsuit. "While she ceruinly 
respectsothers'choicetodoso, ed. 
Sharon Stone has never under- 
gone a face-lift in order to im- 
prove her physical appear- 


star 


THE ACTRESS says 
she was “ridiculed.” 


The 46-year-old actress also 
accuses Calabria of putting the 
magazine articles on his Web 
site to "boast" of his purported 
professional relationship with 
her, 

Barens said Calabria put the 
anicles on the Web site be- 
cause they highlight a particu- 
lar kind of face-lift he innovat- 


“He has a right to choose any 


